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"I^t nothing that's magnificsll, 
Or that may tend to Leicetter's graceful state 

Be uDperfuurmed 

See that plaies b« published, 
Maie-games aud maskea with niirtl) and minstrelsie ; 
Pageants and school -fe.iates, beares and puppet'piaies." 
Moral of the ''Three Lordes, Sf'C, of Loudon," 1590 



'c|H'^ 



^ 






o 1^ ' 



^ 



> 



PREFACE. 



SMALTj portion of the contents of the 
following pages has already appeared id 
print, as part of a paper on the '* Ancient 
Recoi-dd of Leiceater," read before our 
local Literary and I'hilosophical Society, in the year 
1851. and subsequently printed in the Tolume of the 
society's tninsftctJoue. In now embodying the sub- 
Btance of tho^e brief remarks on the subject in the 
present greatJy extended work, that portion hati been 
almost entirely re-wrilton, and the extracts from tlie 
records there referred to, as well as the many addi- 
tional ones now appearing for the first time, have 
been carefully collated with the original entries. 

Tlie chief Bourcc from whence the materials for 
tbe following work have been derived is the series 
of Accounts of the Town Chamberlain b, and my 
atteotion waa first directed to them under the follow- 
ing orcumstancea :— 

In the year 1847 I undertook, as a labour of lore, 
in conjunction with Mr. Jamca Thom]ww>n, (who 
was then collcetiug matcrmla for hin Tn]u.iblc *' His- 
tory of Leicester"), to arrange the MSS. in the 
Borough Munimcnt-room, which had for very many 



years been lying tintoiK^eJ in a etate of great disordor 
and neglect- Our oflTor having been promptly accepted 
by Iho Town C^^iuncil, who — properly appreciating 
the vahie of these records of our paat history, which, 
if once allowed to perish, no wealth could replace — -H 
nnanimonply voted the sum of money required for 
binding them, and our labours then commenceil: my 
colleague undertaking the arrangement of the interest- 
ing series of Hall Papers (now forming twenty-four 
folio volumes, beginning with the year 15S3), whilst 
the Chamberlains' Accounts (now collect&d into thirty- 
eight volumes) f<^ll to my lot, Tlieso accounts were at 
the time lying In a confused mass, mixed with other 
pap6n, in a corner of the muniment-room, a prey 
to rate and saturated with moisture, caused by the 
overflowings of a water butt iiltratiug through the 
porous stone wall of the building ; owing to which 
the contents of some of the documents were hope- 
lessly efiiiced, whilst others were rotting away and_ 
crmnblcd nndcr the touch. 

"Whilst occupied at home during my leisure houi 
in drying and arranging the accounts, 1 was naturally! 
led to peruse them, and I was at once Etruck by 
the interesting nature of their contents, and, on 
examination, was surprised to find how little (aB 
compared with the maes of information which they 
contained) they had been consulted by our local 
biatoriang. 

This, It is fair to aBsnme, could only be accounted 
for by the jealons care with winch all access to the 
Corporation archives had been guarded prior to the 
year 1836, when the Reformed Corporation was 
elected. 

This induced me to transcribe a considerable nnm- 
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ber of entries on Tnrious subjects, Bome of which 
formed the groundwork of the paper above-men- 
tioned, others were worked up into a scries of papers 
on "Koyal Progresses to Leicester," read before 
the Mmc society; those relating to the siege of the 
town in 1045 were printed in the Appendix to Mr. 
Tliornpson's " History of LeiceMer; " whilst some very 
curious particulars respecting the visitations of the 
Plague were included by Mr. Buck in an iuterestiiig 
paper on " Epidemics in the Middle Ages." 

Some months &go my MS. collection of tran- 
Ecripts having pu!>&ed through the hands of a teamed 
friead — than whom few have rendered more impor- 
tant services in illustration of tlie dramatic literature 
of Shakespeare and his age, and of our earlier poeta — 
he strongly urged npoa me the desirability of eol- 
looting together and prioting every entry relating 
to the staj;e and other amusements, deeming many of 
thodc which he read curiout! and valuable illustrations; 
and it is to this cause that the preparation of the 
present work is owing. 

Feeling ihal, however curious and valuable the 
extracts from the rt^coi-ds might be to the well-skilled 
antiquary, to tbc general reader they would appear 
but as the dry, and popsibly repulsive bones of a 
skeleton, in the Introduction the writer has *' tried 
his 'prentice hand " at an attempt to clothe these 
bones with flesh, and to present them before the eye 
with, at le»«t, some appearance of vitality and motion. 

In addition to the Cliainberlains' Accounts (which 
commence in the year 1517), entries have also been 
transcribed from the Hall Papers, the Hall Books, 
and the Town Book of Acta. 

With a single ciception — the very curious " bill" 
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in 1534 relating to Kobin Hood — the body of tiie 
work is derived exclusively from the Corporation 
archives, but many curious particulars, illustrative of 
the subject, drawn from other original MSS. (as the 
Churchwardens' Accounts of Melton Mowbray and 
those of St. Martin's, Leicester), are embodied in the 
Introduction. 

The only classification which has been attempted 
has been to place the extracts, as far as practicable, 
under the years to which they respectively relate; 
for, as the Town Accounts range from " the feast of 
St. Michael the Archangel " in one year, to the same 
festival in the succeeding one, they comprise, in every 
instance, portions of two years ; and from the absence 
of dates, except occasionally, it is often impossible 
to decide with certainty whether particular entries 
belong to the latter part of the one year, or the be- 
ginning of the next. 

Where not otherwise indicated within brackets, 
the whole of the entries are taken from these accounts. 

"W. K. 

Leicester, April 2nd, 1864. 
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HE town of Leicester, although, unHku 
it« co-eqnala in antiquity, the cities of 
Cheater and Coventry, it hjia not haii its 
name associated with any scries of those 
rude and unartistic productions of the early Knglinh 
stage wliicii have come down to us, was, undoubtedly, 
for several centuries, the frequent scene of those dru- 
matic spectacles, which, baring their ori^n in tlie 
Middle Ague, under the natne of Miracle Plays or 
Mysteries, reached their culminating-point in "the 
merric days of good Queen liess," when the immortal 
works of a Beaumont, a Fletcher, a Jonson, and, 
above all, a Shakespeare, gave a vitality anij vrai- 
Bcmbiatice to the stage which it had not previously 
attained, and made it, indeed, *• hold, as 'twere, the 
mirror up to natore," shoving "the very age and 
body of the*time, his form and pressure." 

Although it was in Eugland that the earliest re- 
presentation of these religious plays is recorded to 
have t-aki;n place, it was not until the reign of Ed- 
ward III. that they were generally acted in Knglish; 
and consequently, up to that period, and indeed foe 
tfOme time eubeequently, the performers were mooke, 
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Eariy Mystcrkt and Miraett Plays. 

pcreons ftttochcil to the Church. Thua, C^ -t- 

in liid description of tho parieb-clcrk "jolj Al 
in " Tho Miller's Tale," Bnyo :— 

^*' Somtimc to shew hb UgbliioH! tad Buuctrie 
lie pkiuUi llcnRlu on a iluiflvki biu." 

By the fifleenth century, however^ a$ will be seea 
by extracts from our local reconJa, and oilier aa- 
thoritica, many of the plays were performed by 
laynieo. 

The Myeteries and Miracle Plays were distinct iu 
cliaroctcr, although, even as early as the fourtcentb 
ccutury, there appears to have been sowe coiifu^n 
in this country in tlic application of the terms. TIm 
former, being founded on Scripture subjects, and 
intended to set forth tlic mysteries of the Christian 
revelation, were tlmf^ designated jnystrrin,OT mysteriet; 
whilst tho latter derived their title from being rcpre 
Bcniatinns of the miracles said to have been performed 
by the saints of the Koman Oitholic Chnrch, and 
these were the most |»pular reiiresontations. They 
were common in London in 1170; and as early as 
1119, or, according to Matthew Paris, nine years 
earlier, tho miracle-play of St. Kutherine was rq)rc- 
scntcd at Dun?tnblc, and which, as we Icam from , 
liulfcus, wns even then no novelty. 

The earliest examples of these oomijositions now 
known, arc tliree plays written in France, in iK 
beginning of the twelfth century, by Hilnrius, 
Englislimari «iid discijile of the fiimous Abelard, 
subjects of which are the raising of l<iizarua, a mind 
of St. Nicholas, and the history of Daniel.* 
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Earitf Mysteries and JH'firacle Plat/s, 3 

We hare no means of ascerUininj;; at what period 
dxamntic fipectacles were first introduced into Lei- 
< cestcr; but the earliest references to them which we 
find in oar niunidpal and parochial records, towards 
the close of the fifteenth century, evidently sliow 
that they were in full operation at that timc^ as they 
had been, in all probabilityj lonj^ before. 

lu an ago when nearly all the laity were illiterate, 
these plays, the characters and incidents in which 
were, as we have seen, drawn from the Old or Nei 
Testament history, or from the legends of saints, 
became the readiest means in the hands of the clergy 
of imparting religious instruction to their flocks, by 
presenting before their eyes, as it were, the very 
persons and scenes recorded in Scripture, and thus, 
in a dramatic form, impressing those events more 
powerfully upon tlie popular mind. Indeed, so closely 
was the Biblical narrative adliered to, that in repre- 
senUtions of the Mystery of the Creation of the 
"World (if we are to judge from the explicit stage 
direction, " stand nackede," and the play itself) there 
eeema no re»9ou to doubt that Adam and Kve ap- 
peared upon the stage in a etate of nudity, and Adam_ 
is described as preheating a Qg-leaf apron to 'E.ve. 
In rufercucs hereto, Warton, in his " History of Eog- 
UkU Poetry,"' observes '* that thia extraordinary spec- 
tacle was beheld by a numerous company of bolli 
texee, with great complacency; they bad the autho- 
rity of Scripture for surh a niprcsentJitlonj and they 
gftVB matters just na they found them in the third 
chapter of Genesis." Mr. ThoniaH AVright, however, 
ia a note on this eubject, in the " Clitster Plays,"'* 
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Early 7i&y8terie» and Miracle PUiyt, 

edited bv him for (lio Slmkeapeare Society, donb 
the accuracy ol" this aesumptlou. lie siiys ; — " I am 
fltrongly inclinuJ to thiak tliat this is altogether on 
error, tliat the dircctiou Is inurely figurative, and 
thut the persPDd whu represented our lirst parenta 
vere only to be supposed to be id a state of nudity. 
Still, that part of the perfonimuce which related to 
the fig-lcarcs could nut be otherwise thiui w 
would now be conaidered very indecoroue." 

The opinion of Mr. Wright on every subject 
antiquarian research is worthy of all respect; 
still, taking the explicit stage direction, &o., coupled 
with the habit which had long universally prevailed, 
and which was continued to a much later period, of 
retiring to rest perfectly naked (several persons sleep- 
ing in the same mora), and other gross manners of 
the people, together with the coarse and indecent 
language frequently put into the mouths of the female 
obaractera in the so-called religious playt, the ques- 
tion is Rtill open to considerable doubt whether the 
earlier commentators were not correct in their opi- 
nion. Upon this subject we may adduce the IoUott- 
ing extraordinary testimony, which, if it is to be be- 
lieved, If- a strong confirmation of the assertion being 
literally true, A sennou, preached by John Stock- 
wood, in lo7B, contains the following extremely 
ftrange and curious piece of information, on a similar 
I>ractiee, even at that laio periml : — " If you resorte," 
says he, "to the TheAtre, the Curtaine, and other 
places of pluycs in the Citye, you shall, on the 
Lordc^s dayc, Imuo these jtlaeeti so full us poeeibly 
they can throng: insHinmche that in ?ome places 
they [the players] shame not, in the tyme of divine 
service to oorae and dance about (he cburche, and 
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JifiTli/ Masteries and Miracle Piaye. 3 

withont to have nabtd men daundng in netteSt which 
is moat filthic ; for iJic heathen, that Imcl never further 
knowledge than the light of nature, hauc eountcd it 
alumefiill for a player to come on the stage without 
a slop."* One would suppose tlmt this, to us, start- 
ling assertion would not have ht^en made openly 
from the pulpit if it had no foundation in fact. 

A r^ulai' eeriea of these plays was frequently 
performed by the various traUinj^ companiea of our 
old towne, as at Chester, where tlie eeries eommenced 
with (be Creation and Fall of Lucifer, and ended 
with the Oeneml Judgment of tlie World; and Stow, 
in his '* purvey of Loudon,"* lufomis us that, in I3yt), 
tho parish-clerks of London played interludes at 
Skinner's Well, "which play continued three days 
to^ctitcr, tlic king, quocu and nobles heing pre^ut;" 
iuid» also, that in MOD, "(liey played a play which 
lasted ci^ht days, and was of matter from tlie crea- 
tion of the world." 

Of tlie iKipularity of these plays, and the religious 
intwessions, jmrtakiug irioi-e or less of the same dra- 
matic character, we ha\'e ample evidence in the 
works of our early writers. Thua Chancer, among 
many other allusions to them, repreecnts his Wife of 
Bath amusing herself with them during Lent^ in her 
bnahand's absence :— 

"Therfore mndc I mj vinitatirms 
Xo Tigilk's, and to procfSKions, 
To precliin^s eke, and to thi»e pilgrlmsgea. 
To plaj'GS of mil' ltd es, nii<l uiaru^tw. 
And weretl upon my gay !ik.trli>t giteB."' 

' S«c Jlr. CiiUier's Introducition to NorLbbrooke's ** Treatise 
iigiunKt Dicing, Danning, Playji, and Interludes," reprinted bj 
tb« Shakespeare Rtjciety, p. 14. 

» Ed, 19 12, p. 7. * Corns. 



6 Eariif Mi/stcn'eg and Miracle Flays. 

The clei^, it would seem, however, were not ui 
nintous as to the propriety of these public dramatic 
pertormnnces ; for in an Anglo-French poem entitled 
the "Manuel de Pcche," written about the middle of 
the thirteenth century, and which has been attributed 
by aonie writers to Robert Grossetele, the famous 
Archdeacon of Leicester, and subsequently Biehoj 
of Lincoln, a violcat attAck is made upon them. 

Althyugh the Mysteriea and Miracle Plays, eve 
at au early period, were not uofrequently perfonoed 
upon moveable scaffolds or stages, termed " pageant*," 
in the public streets and in cemeteries (and tills 
beciune more eepecially the case after lay actors be- 
longing to the trading companies, or guilds, began to 
perform them), yet, having a religious object, they 
were usually represented in the churches, and even 
during divine service on particular festivals : indeed, 
there were some who held that it was. a sin to wit- 
ness the performance of the mysteries of the resur- 
rection or birth of Christ on highways or greens, but 
thttt it was lawful to do so in churcliGSi thus: — 

" lie ma)* }-ii the cbcrcUe, thrugh thjs reson, 

rio^ tbe rciurreccyun ; 

AiiJ tc iwiiy picjc wylhoutyii plyglit 
llowii god was boru ya tliolo nygfat, 
To iiiakf loon to "bt-lcvo stetiriistly 
That he lyplit vn thfi vyrgynt Mary. 
Zyf liou lio Iijt in wpyys or gretiya 
A syght of synno truly hyt Bemys."" 

On account of their religious origin and ordinarj 
place of representation, we have thus rather to loc 
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' Robert dc Brunne'x translation of llie " llXanuel de PecbS.*^ 



07iitsantitle Processions at Leicester. 7 

to our parochial ttian to our municipal records for the 
most numerous entries relating to these esulf dra- 
matic displays. 

The Churchwardens' Accounts of St. Mary de ] 
Castro afford us the most intereating of these parti- j 
culars. Unfortunately, however, we can only refer 
to these records at aeeond-hand, the originala havinw 
long since disappeared from the pariah chest, and 
(with the single exceptioa of the account for the 
year 1490, recently recovered ty the writer) were 
sold by auction in London some thirty years ago, 
and all traces of them appear to be lost We are 
thus indebted to the transcripts made from the ac- 
counts, in the last century, by the Heverend Samuel 
Carte, vicar of St. Martin's, fur what information we 
possess respecting their contents. -». 

We learn that a solemn procession took place 
auuually, on Whit-Monday, from the church of St ' 
Mary within the Castle to St Margaret's witliout 
the walls of the town. The image of the Virgin 
Mary, which, at other times, richly clothed and 
crowned, etood in a labemaclc, or shrine, with a can- 
dlestick and a light coutinually burning before it, 
was, on these occasions, carried through the etrccte 
uudcr a canopy, borne by four persona, and preceded 
by miustreU playing upon the harp and other instru- 
mcutd. Then followed twelve persona representing 
Uio twelve apostlen, each of whom had the name of 
♦he apofltlc whom he personated written on parch- 
ment and fixed on his bonnet. The virgins of the 
parish took part in the proccsrion, and its effect was 
heightened by banners and streamers flaunting in 
the breeze, one of which is described as "King 
Edward's standard," another as tlie " Trinity banner," 
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snd a tliird as " tiio great atrcaincr of alk" mitl which 
wore borne by fourteen men, 
Tlius comjioseci, and accompanied, doubtless, 
i the priests and canons of the collegiate church, the 
I procossion in honour of the Virgin left the precincts 
\ of that once proud castle — by turns the residence of 
the Beiiumontfi, the Be Alontforta, and the I'lan- 
,tagenets — and, in the early summer muming^ wend- 
ing its way along the quaint old streets, lined on 
either aide by picturesfiue timber house?, whose 
.doors and overhanp;ing windows, atory above story, 
were crowded with spectalors, proceeded by the 
High Croaa, and, leaviug the town by the North 
Gate, finally, after passing St John's Cross at its 
entrance, travcreed the Sauda Via, or Holy Way — 
the Sauvey-g»te of modcro tiroes — and entered the 
church of St. Margaret, where oblations were made 
at the high altir. These consisted, in part, of two 
pairs of gloveti, one pair said to be for God, and the 
other for St. Thomas of India. On returuing to 
St. Mary's, after the conclHsion of the ceremony, the 
representatives of tJie apostles, the baaucr-bearers, 
minstrek and others, who had assisted at it, were 
either remunerated for th^iir servicea iu money, or, 
as was more usual, regaled at ibo expense of the 
pariah — for many years a calf having been provided 
for that purpose, which, in 1315, cost 2s. 4<A A 
breakfiigt provided in ono instanoc (1525) consisted 
' nf half a cali*, and three calves' hcada and two plucks, 
with ale, &c. 

Many curious part'iculare connected with this cere- 
mony have been rescued from oblivion in Mr. Carte'a 
extracts, hut as they consist simply of a selection 
from the various items of expense incurred by the 



Churchwardens' Accounts of St. Man/'$. 9 

pansh on these occasions, we know not whether xh\» 
annual spectacle, gorgeous, no doubt, in its character 
(for it yias (Customary to lend hallowed vestments, as 
well aa homes, harness, &c., from the churches and 
toonaiiteries for dramatic representations), was merely 
a relU/ious procession^ or if any performance, in dumb- 
show or otherwise, took plnce at intervals during it;i 
pM^resa through the stieets. 

Nichols' is of opinion that a work in MS., written 
by Master Uiclmrd de Leicester (who Ociuri&licd at tlic 
cud of tho thirteenth century, and wlio is described 
by Leland ao "a great clerk"), entitled "DcArticiilo- 
rum Syniboli dinttributionc secundum niuncrum Apoe- 
tolonim," and which was formerly in the Sion Libniry, 
might, if it conld be examined, really prove to eon- 
tain particulars illustrative of this spectacle. ^Ve 
bavo not, however, been able to learn whether this 
work is now in existence. 

In the earliest of the parochial accounts — that for 
the year 1490— we find the following entries relating 
to this custom: — 

**Item, paydon'W'vtsunmudy for|'*postnll8 

& all maii tbyogs ..*... ij* 

' mnd — 

An 
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** Item, receyuyd at Saynt Margarets . . . rj' 

(oD making the oblation); and similar cntrica occur 
in BQbscqucnt years : among the rest, a payment of 
3«. 4rf. being made in 1493 " for bread, ale, flesh, &c., 
for the apostles and otljcrs." On various oceasions 
payments were also made for writing the names of 



10 Corpus Christi Praresnivn at Cimentry* 

tJic apostles on parcHment ; for pina, points, tiiclcinf 
strings, and whip-cord ; for the gloves presented at 
St. Margaret's; for repairing " King Edward's 8t 
dai-d," and other banners, &c, ; and also, occasionallj 
payments to the twelve apostles, the four bearers 
the canopy, the fourteen banner-bearerg, the virgins 
minstrels, and others ; as well as the customary an- 
nual charges for bread, ale, powdered beef,* veal» 
spice, dressiuf», fire, &c., incurred in feasting them. 

In that curious and tecarcc work, Shai-p's'*' Disserta- 
tion on tlie Fageantji or Dramatic Mysteries anciently 
performed at Coven try,"' attcn I ion haa been directed 
to these extracts, ahhou<,fh, repeatinf* an error in 
J\'Jchola's " History of LeiuBstershiro,"* from which he 
quotes thcni. and in whiiih luimerous entries are 
misplaced ])i-ior to 1544 (in which year the accounts 
of St. Martin's acUnilly commenoe), that writer \mi 
misiippropriated them to that church, instead of St 
Mary's, to which they really relate. 

They are referred to as presenting several rcuiarl 
able coincidences with the annual procession of tti^ 
Fraternity of the Corpus Christi Ciild at Coventry, 

In that ceremony a canopy of gold tipsue was 
borne by four burgesses of the city over the Sacra- 
ment, or Corpus Christi, with six children, bearing 
as many torches, on each side of it, and in the pro- 



* According to Mad Tom, tbix ttss a f&TOitritc dish iritli 
very elevated pei'sonage. lie siugs : — 

" The mnii In tlip iiiodti ilriuksi cliirel, 
Eats powxler'd beef, {iirnip. unit carrot j 
But a cup of old MaJasn sack 
Will fire the bush at hie back." 
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cession were porA^nated the Virgin M"ary, wearing 4 
crown of silver-gilt, the angel Gabriel bearing the 
lily, the twelve apostles with torches of wax, amongst 
whom Jaincs and Thomas "of Inde" received double 
wages, and eight Wrgins with St. Katherine and St. 
Margaret The members of the Trbity Gild joined 
in the proceaeJon, and added to its embellishments 
with their torches decorated with banners; wliilst 
there, as at Leicester, the spectacle was altio attended 
with music, as a charge of '6s. Ail. occurs for the 
wiuts; and a *' breakfast was provided for tbe mem- 
bers of the Gild, and a part, at least, of the actore, 
•viz., the apostles."' 

The " remarkable coincide ucce," referred to by 
Mr. Sharp, arc Increased by the fact, that in the wide 
south aisle of St. Mury's Church, in this town, was 
held the religions guild of the Holy Trinity; the 
members of wliicli, doubtless, as at Coventry, iilso 
joined with their banners, croaaea, &c., in the pro- 
cession on AVhit-Monday, although no record of it 
remains; whilst in the account for 1499 is nn entry 
of a payment of four marks i'or *' paintinj St. James 
and undersetting the body of the church there, and 
making the tabcrnnele;" and it ia thus nUo very pro- 
bable that this saint, as well as St. Thomas of India, 
in whose honour, as we have seen, a, pair of gloves 
preacntcd at St. Itargarel's, was a prominent 
in onr '\Vhit3untidc spcetaele, no Icaa tlian in 
the Corpus Christi procession at Coventry. 

On the same day, and probably in conjunction with 
the more magnificent one from St. Mary's, a some- 
what similar procession took place from St. Martin's 
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to St. Margaret's Church, in which the vicars, priests, 
and clerks are recorded to have taken a prominent 
part ; and in which the image of St. Martin was car- 
ried, attended by twelve persons, with banners, re- 
presenting the twelve apostles; but there was no 
music, nor any canopy over St. Martin. 

This procession probably joined itself to that from 
St. Mary's on its progress along the High (now High- 
Cross) Street ; and the actors in it were also feasted 
at the expense of the parish, as at St Mary's. 

Mr. Carte is of opinion that similar procesHons 
took place on Whit Monday from all theother churches 
of the town, although the record of them is lost. 

Among other entries in the Churchwardens' Ac- 
counts of St. Martin's, in reference to the procession, 
are the following:^ 

" 1544. Paid to "the viker, preste, and 
darks for the presesshon at Sent 
ifigetts on Whisaun moday . . xiij^ 

P*^ to DanyeU for meding the vestmets ij' viij*" 

P** for a yard of grene silk and x skeynes 

thred vij'* 

P"* for a q?. of a" of ynkle ' . . . . iij^ob. 

P** for the charges of the Pressesshon 
on Whis8unmonday,as doth a peyre 
in a bill x' ij^ 

P'^ for brayd and ale on Whissun moday xij'* 

' These extracts are transcribed from the original MS. vo- 
lume, of 773 pages, containing the parish accounts from 1544 
to 1646, which, after being for many years in private hands, has 
recently being obtained (with the intention of restoring it to 
the church,) by my friend Mr. Thomas North, to whom I am 
indebted for the loan of it. 

^ ItiMe, an inferior kind of t&'pe.—IlaSiweU. 
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V^ for mf'tling ^tyn things belongiDg 
in the preehcsshon whiche waa ncdc- 

full to Im! douo xij^ 

1"* to tlie Smiiara at sent Margiirets for 

tlie oiTriiig viij* 

1545. Itiii.rcMvyd atscntiffgretachurch 

at A\Tiiteoiiti(lti ,./.... ij" ij''" 
Among several eutrica in the fallowing year wo 
have: 
"Itm. p"" fysrte for paper pynea & 

poynts at Whitaontyde .... i^* 

Itm. for bred & ale, kakes in the churche liiij* 

Itm. to y* preats of o' cliurche of the 

offeringe vj^" 

Aud in \546 : 

"Itm. p'' for bred, alle, glouys ' & all such 
tliynga as hclongyd to the prosses- 
gyon, w"' money & all thiiig^scleryd xvij"' 
After 1548, the [jrocession appears U) have been 
discontinued until the year 1555 — the first of Queen 
Mary's reign — when, together with the Mass, and 
other ceremonies, it was revived, and the following 
payments were made : 

*' Itm. p^ to John Uarbo' for the banners nij* 
lira, p"* fur ihc offerynge that lackyd at 
Bent ifigyt at Whytsondnye & drynk 

tlier for the v'gyns xij*" 

In 155fl, the sum of fourteen pence was paid "for 
the bcyryug of the crosse & banners." and fifteen 
pence s]>cnt " for iij. gallons of ale & iiij'' in kahcs at 
ecynt liigctta ; '' and wc may well imagine that the 
revivers of this old ceremony would l»c ready to cry 
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out to the Reformers, in the words of Sir Toby Belch — 
"Dotit tliuii tliinkj because tfiou art virtuous> there 
ehall he nn morn cake» aitd ale?"' 

After Us rcviviil under Queen Mary, the proce88ioa_ 
waa priibably shorti of much (if its |>ri8tine eptendc 
and populiiritv, fi'r the annual chorgfs for it w€ 
greatly reihiccd, whilst it i.-* on record, that all the 
rich vest.nienta, cluirch ornaments^ the canopy, &c., 
had been sold in the previnus reign; and after 1559 it 
seems to have been finally di-scnntinued, the paymcuta 
in that ycnr being the Inst that were made for it, 
though there is a final entry in 1560 of 

" V^ for the offering at Saint iffgetts . ij* ij'"* 
Altlmiigh, as befure reuiarlted, it seems doubti'ul 
whether any porformauce of a dramatic character took 
place during the progress of lh«sf Whifcsuutide pro- 
ceasious through the town, the Churchwardeua* Ac- 
couutji of those ijarishcs affbvd positive evidence that 
plays were performed buth in St. Mary's and St, 
Martin's churches, uud, in all probability, such repre- 
eentatious took place ou many occasinns when no 
expense wus entailed by thcui on the iiarochial funds, 
aud, comiequeutly, no eatry on the subject made ia 
the accounts. 

Thus at St. Mary's in the ycnr Ufll there was: 
" Paid to the I'layera on New-year's day at Eve 

in the Church yj^ 

and in 1499, 

'* Paid for a play in the church, in Do- 
minica infra octai^ Epiph ' . . . ij*" 
showing that in Leicester, as elsewhere, mirac 
plays were represented in the chnrchcs on Sundaj 



Fia^s in the Cttttrcfies at Leicester. 1 5 

wliilst at St. Martin's in tlie year lofJO, (wli^n.as we 
have Been, the WhitsimtiJe proceseioo was discon- 
tinued,) there wiia : 

" P^ totUeplearafor tlier paynes . . Tlj*" 

and, apparently to entertain them, 

" P* for iij gallons of alle k Vf in kates xj^" 
Among the extracts from the Borougb Accounts, 
under the year lo5l, is aa culry ehowiug that tlie 
** liigbt-and-Forty," greatly addicted as the members 
of tlje CorjKjrationwerc to the pleasures of the table, 
(mirahHe dictui) Bctuully aliceuted llienisclvea from 
the enjoyment of a venison feast, which had been pre- 
)iarcd for them, "because of the plat/, Ihat vuis in the 
church,'^ doubtless St. Martiu'e.^ Even so latC as 



' A writer in the " North Britbli Review," for Febniair, 1863 
(p.19'l),EUil'js tbiit ovcu in Scadand, ''lung KfCer iJie Kcfornin' 
tion^HUcb plan's vigts \ierCiiniiKi\, rznd nometimcs still upon a Sttn- 
day, fnr the penpln saw nn hiirm in thi!i, nnd poticinnf^d tbe 
Nntionnl Ansi'mbly thnt it might he aHowflct. Iiiir.f.iio KcfnnncJ 
Slini.ih';!^ hurt now hcfrmi to oiU.<^rtain Mriifter nntions of the 
il»7 of resf> nnd foi Vm^K- on ihnl <iny the pcrformuriLW ofTla/s,'* 
He ftdila, that after the Rcfiiri nation, "the people (above all) 
TCniained attached lo th(> uniu^etnents wliii;h the ancient Church 
bul fc»tenA." Ercry one will recollect the f^raphte deacrijitlon 
giren by Scott of Adam Woodcock's jitmoniLtion of the 'ALliot 
ofUiirefUon,' and the freaks of the other druntaH* pimana. 

Alanjr cunous pai'ticulars iliufLrative of th« }it!H'orii)aiic« of 
plfljr* in churches, consi.-tiiisf of Extracts fiuru ilie Awjcnrils of 
SU MiirgKreLV (church, Suuthwiu-k, will Im fuutKl in llio " Shake- 
Ei||tian> Swuietj's I'upk.'n'," vol, iii., ountrJbuteil bv llr. J. Payne 
C<illi^r,wh(i nUuvuiiiiiiunicutes a iiutv from Sir lltiury YAYis slat- 
ing' (from Ilarl. MS. GS54, p. 152) " thut on June 'ih, HS3, the 
citizens ufLincoli) had leave to perform u Thv in the Xavis of llic 
Catbednd, as bad bcMin tbdr uustom upon the Af^uiiiption of 
the Virgin Uary: 'Ludum, hne Serlmaniuni, de A.->$un)ptione, 
itive Corona tione be atiG Marim — prone coDsuetumfucrat in Nari 
(UctJB KcdefitB.' " 
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^^ 1602, long after the Rcibnnntinn bad been fiiror 
^^Mgtablialied, tJim pntRticn of the Roman Churdi liai} 
^^rnotenlirolycnai^od, fur in that year tUcchurchwanlet 
V of the Tieighhourinrr village of Syeton, as wc Ic 
from the parish register, 

"Paiilbj Loi-d Morden'fl players bocanec they should 
not play in the church .... xij^" 

dhowing that t.li« playew claimed a sort of prnscriptive 
Tight, even nt that time, to use iho house of G<k1 for 
their performances, although Bonner, Bishop of Lon^ 
don, sixty years before, issued a proclamation to t) 
clergy oC hh diocese, prohibiting all manocr of cotiw 
nionplay3,g.'inieit,or interludes to be played, set forth, 
or declared, within their chorches or chapels. 

"We also find several references in the parish ac^ 
counts to the dreeses, &c,, of the players, some 
which arccurions: for instance, the following in coi 
ncctlon with St. Mary's Church : 

>1504. Paid fur meudiug the garment of Jesus, and 
tlie cro«8 painting 13 
P^d for a pound of hemp to roeod the 

angcht* heudd 

Paid for linen cloth for the angek' heads, 

and Jtsuft' hoose,' making in all . 
Charcoal and a cord for tlie vail .,.00 



' AmongollierentrieiquotwJ in Sharp'* " Gorcntrj Mysteriflal 
(p. 221) fruuj the book of tins Fullers mid Vycts' ComponyJ 
Nvwiiullv upoD TyacconnvctcJ vritli llic Mimvlc P!nys formerly 
rvpruaentud by tbc tniOiii}; cDuipuitK-s of tLut t«wn, nrf the fol* 
lowing, in tbu yciir 1561, liciiJcd "'JTie t-liargya of ihi; playtbis 
yvre : — 

Itam for iij yvriit nnd a d. lyn cloth for Gods coot iy* y'^ob. 

Item y hoijtiK und cot [husc and coBi] mnkyng 

Ilem for a payr of gloro . 
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The last CDtry, in all probabilitr, relates to the dra- 
lUfttic ceremonies observed in the churches on Palm 
Sunday (U) be hereafter mentioned) when, as it is said, 
in "DivcflanilPauper'\ 1490)," On Pabiie Sondjiy©, st 
proc»\«isioii, the priest drawith up the vtyU before the 
Tvde, aad falleth dowa tu the ground with lUl the 
people, aod saith thrice Ave Rex Nosier, liaylc be 
UiQu our King." 

It is not improbable that the followiog entry in the 
next year's account mBv refer, in part, to " stage pro- 
perties'* used in the perfomuucc of the pUye, as well 
aa to the church ornaments. &c. : 

" Memorandum, quod omnia jocalia et oroamcntu 
data ecclesiw visa fuerunt iL parochiante in festo Sancti 
Aadren} Apoatoli in magao choro post nonom ei, &c. 
1607, Paid for a pouud of hemp for tiic head^ of the 
■ngcls UOS 

Paid for painting the wings and acaff'(?) 

&c « 

Paid for a dayV work in mending all the 

red Ciiytvs of eilk 4 

Item, a day's work mending the red suit 

ofTclvct 004 

1509. Paid for our Lady's crown ... 1 6 
1521. Paid for washing the lawn bands 

for the SftinU in the church . . . 2" 

Probably for a representation of the Rcinirroction of 
Christ, to which also the previous entries respecting 
the angels. &c„may refer; and, lastly, in 1525 there waa 

■"Paid for the droseing of our Lady . 2 0" 

"WliiUt at St. Martiu's,ia the account for the year 
1546-7 (which is misplaced in the volume, and paged 
125-128), we have tlio followiog curious entry hither- 
to unpublished : 

C 



W Herod's Stcord at St. MartiiCa. 

"Item, p"^ for makynge of aaworde & poyntyng' 
the same for llarronde m\ 

This immediately jirccwlpa tlic i»aymeiit for the ex- 
penses of the Wliit^untido procesfiion. before quoied, 
and we muH eitlier conclude that Herod iiguredin 
tbat epcclaclc,' or, as iH more pnibable, the entry is 
connected with ii ri?[»reaentatioii of the miracle ploy of 
**The Slaughter of the Innocents," the nineteenth in 
the series of the "Coventry Mysteries," which wi 
very popular subject. 

In the "Widkii-k," or, as they are now more com- 
monly called, the " Townlcy Myaleries," the play is 
entitled "Magnus lIerode8,"a8 being the piece in whict 
he rants and swaggers the moBt— traits, indeed, by 
which the character continued to be so well known 
down to the time of Shakespeare as to have given rm 
to hie saying in Hamlet,'^ of " out-Heroding Herod;" 
and ill the " Pageant of the Shearmen and Taylor*,"" 
there is the fuUowing stage direction — *' Here Erode 
ragis in Y p»igond & in the strete also ; " and iu the 
earlier piirt of the same pliiy'^ Herod boasts of the 
wonderful deeds he has performed with his " brij 
aword,'* in the following terms: 

" Msgog & madrokc butlic Y did I conlbwDde, 

And w' tlii* brj'ght brondu l.iicre bonis 1 Irak oo snnd'ri' 



' Herod rode Id the Corpus Cbi'UU proccjsioo at Covetitrj, 
as we learn fniin Mr. Sharp' !< work, in which Cp-28) intnr alitt. 
are the followitig oxtrucls from the city occounta: 
" 1477. It.' to a pcyntcr/or pfynt^ng the Jfauchon (sword) & 

hcrods face x* 

1489. It.' pnyd flor Aroddes gorm ?nt pcynttyng f he 

ivent a ps^va^sj^on in 

• Act iii. flc. 2. 

• Sharp's "Coventry MyaterJeis" p. 107. • IWd. p. 
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Tliait all the vrytlo vforlde on those rappis' did wondV. 

I um the cuwse of thif; grett lyght and thund'r, 

Ttt ys tlir»gh my fun? p* r1u? soi-lic noyse dothe muke, 

SJy feyrefull contenance J)' clowdis iHo ilculi inf fibur, 

li'ofiym^ fnrdrede f>' oi'tha vlTix- jorth liotli ijUAku: 

Lokc when I w' taalis thit hrtfght bromt liulJt sfiiiAe 

All the ivl>nle world from the nonti to Ji' sowlhtt, 

1 ma lliLin dystroie w' won worde of my mowtho," &c. &c. 

In 1501, there was "B** for serteti stufe lent to 
tlie players of Fo«»on . . . vj''," showing that there 
■was a theatrical wardrobe attached to the churcb; 
whilst iu the year 1556, during the reiga of Queea 
Marj-, a highly interesting entry occurs. At this 
period the per fur man ce of miracle plays an J mysteiies 
had been revived under the royal authority, in order 
to inculcate and enforce the tenets of the Bomish 
Church ; whilst the representation of secular plays 
wa« strictly prohibited, aa frei^uently containing 

naughty and seditions matters .... to the slander 
of Christ's true ami Catholic Religion."* The entry 
is as follows; — 



' £spB. blowe. 

• Collier's"AnniilsorthaSt3ge,"i., p. 159. The ugo to which 
tbese perforraunces were applied, about tb<; pLTJud of tbe Re- 
formatio)!, by till: prieuls of thu Kouian L'ommmiion, U well 
sbowR iu ibi: fullowinjj inltresling dncumeDt printed in Ualli- 
well'B " Lill(.*ri! of tlip Kings of Engliind," (i^ p. 345), from 
Ktiwliiison's MSS. in the Bodlciun. It iti a letter addressed by 
Henry VI 1 1, to Bom(! .Tustice of tJie Pence; — 

" Triinly and well-beloved, wo greet you well. And wbercas 
we understand by certiita re[>ort tho late t'vil nnd seditions 
rising in otir aadent rity of York, at the acting nf a religions 
interlude of St. Tivmnu the Apostle, made in the mU\ city on 
tlie 23rd of Auj;u«t ntiw liwt pxst; and whereas wc hcivc been 
credibly infonnuil thait the mid riving waa owing to the seditioua 
eonditct of certain papists who took a purt in preparing for the 
•aid iat«rlude, we will and ror^uirv you Uixt from bcsccforword 



20 Flay of the Shepherds at St. Martin's. 

« F* to the iij ShepperJs at TpVliytaontyde . vf 
and it doubtless refers to the performaQOC in tlie 
church at Oils festival of the play of " The Adoratiui 
of the Shepherds," which is to be found ia t 
" Coventry Mysteries," and also, as a more extend 
and entirely different composition, in the series 
plnys performed at Chester, this being the seveoi 
in the list, and appropriated to " the Paynters 
the Glasiors" Company. It is also to be fou 
divided into two plays, in the " TownJey Mysteries.' 

The Cheater play is intcreating, because, as 

Wright Bays,' " it contains an attempt at an elaborsr 

picture of old country life," one incident in the piece 

bang a wrcHtling bout between each of the SbephenU 

and their man Trowle, before the appearance of the 

Star and of the Angcl who sings Gloria in cxceiH t. 

The thr&e Shepherds, " who are Cheshire or liS^H 

cashire men by birth and habits," accompanied b^^ 

their "Ifldde" or "knave" Trowle, then follow the 

Star to Bethlehem, and after addressing Joseph and 

Mary, present their oflTexings to the iaitant Savioi 

in the following words :— 

" Primus Pastor' a*y*, — 

" ITcoIe, king of hee-ven so hie ! 
• • ■ * • 

Loe, I bi'inj^ lliue a heW : 

I pruie tbeu save tan from hell, 

7 

ye do your atmoitt to Tirevont and hiin3er any such coi 
ia future, anil for tUis ye have my warnint. for apprebcti 
and putting in prison any papisrs wlii> rtlinll, in pcrCoruiing 
terludeK wLicb nxe fnuniivfl on any jiortiona nf rhc Old w Ni 
T«etnumnt, sny op ntaki' aao of nny lanpnfl^rtf whtph may lend 
exette iUosb who arc Lt'holJinji tht same ia any Ijrciicli of 
p«acc." 
' " Chester Hays," L, p. 251, note. 
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So Uiat 1 roaye with tbee dwell, 
And MTve Uiee for ajre. 



Secundia Pastor. 



Loe, Sonne, I bring thee a tlaggette, 
TUftirby heingce » sponne, 
To calfi tliy pottage with at nniine. 
As I rojr»elfe full ofLe. tjmeii have don^ 
With harte I pniie tlio; to take. 

Terfi^u Pastor. 



H«a]e the, granter of bappe, 

For in yearth nowe thou dwelleste. 

Loe, Bonue, I bring tbee a cupe, 

For I hare cothinge elles; 

Tbli gueil^tt, soiiau, I briitge thee is but email, 

And tbough I voinu biudtiiosl« of tU, 

'Whan tliuu «lalt ihtMii tu lliy blenu call. 

Good Lonlc, yet thinks on iiil'." 

Trowle (who appears to partake eomewliat of the 
character of the " Vice" in the Moralities, and of 
the low comedian of the hiter secular plays) says — 

" My dure, wKh duty unto th«e I me drcasc. 
My slate and feUoirabippe th&t I doo not loM, 
For to save me from all jle sirknes, 
/ offer unto thee a patftr of n^ mfe'i aaide hate" 



Such is a specimen of the ancient Mysteries whieh 
three or four centuries a;;o the ministers of religion 
thought not unworthy of repreaentation in the house 
of God, and to which our forefathers listened withotit 
any sense of impropriety or profanity. We may 
imleed truly aay, " Tanpora mutantur^ not et mutamur 
iniUitr 
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One of the two plays of the Sheplierds in 
" Townley Jfysteriea" la even more unfit for repr 
8entattou in eucU a place. Tbe plot is a sheep*s 
ing, and the play is characterized by Mr. Payi 
CuUier' as "the most singular piece in the whc 
collection ; it is not a roligioue play, hut literallyj 
farce, by no means debtitute of huiiu>ur, intended 
diversify the performances." It le pousible, however,' 
tliat the play performed at St. Martin's more nearly 
approximated to that in the " Coventry Mysteries," 
which was of a tiiure simple and religious cliaracter. 
It will be Been hereafter that *' the Flayers of Covei 
tryj"in the Shakespearian sge, frequently visited 
town ; iiud although Mr. Wright, in his Introductic 
to the Cheater Plays,* is of opinion that the Mysterit 
and Miracle Plays " appear in most eases to have bc( 
written for local use, and not to have been carried 
abroad from the neighbourhood in which they wei 
usually acted," it ia not imposaible that the " Adoi 
tion of the Shcphorda" may even have been perfortnc 
here by the Coventry actors of that day ; for, as 
evident from tlie conclusion of the Prologue to ih.% 
Collection of the " Coventry Myatcriea," edited 
Mr. Halliwell, their representation was not confine 
exclusively to that city. 

•, . "A Sunday next, yfttiat wcnifty, 

At vp of (he bollc we gyimc oure pifty 
In N towne, wIicTibre wc pray, 

That Goil now be 3oure »ped«."' 



' " ffietory of Dramiitic Pcwtry." li., p. 180. ' Pape xld 
' PagelS. Mr. Collier, in hie" Ilistary of DnJOBttc Poetrjl 
Y&I. ii., p. 156, ohaerves, that "the letter N w plaL-ed for 
notitea of the town, which was to be filled up, um occasic 
rcqiiircil, by the person mitkiDg Uie procIam»tioD." Tbii 
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There are three other entries in the accounts of 
St. Mtirtin's which relate to the dramatic displays in 
the chnrches on particular festivals. 

In 15-14 we have — 
"P* on Palme Sunday to the proffit (Prophet), 

and for ale at the reding the pnsshon . . . ij 
In the following year the entry thus appears^ 
" Item p*^ to y* pphete & for ale on Palme 



do 



llM 



Sonday Jj 

And, once more, in the account for 1546-7, we have — 
« Item p"' to y' |)fet of Palme Sonday & thut he 

draoke iiij^" 

These relate to the ceremonieB formerly practised iu 
the churches on Palm, or, aa it was sometimes called, 
Passion Sunday. 

A full description will he found in Brand's "Popular 
Antiquities" and Hone's "Year Book," of the pro- 
cession on that day, of the representative uf Christ 
seated on an ass, and attended by the priests and 
people, strewing willow or pahn branches in the way, 
and by which, as Dr. Fulke writes, the Koman Church 
turned " the holy mystery of Chriat'a riding to Jeru- 
salem to a May game and pageant play."^ 

The custom of reading or singing "the Poesion" 
is not 8o well known aa the procession of the ass; 
but we find allusions to it, illustrative of the above, 
in ancient parochial accounts in various parts of the 
kingdom. Thus, among the extracts from the church- 
wardena' accounts of St. Mary-at-Hill, in the City of 



cage also illustriLtCTt wlint bn.-< hcon hi-rorc incntinne^l, ili in tlie 
pcHdrmannc of (iliiyfi i>ii Suudays, ami ftirthcr, the early hour 
in tfaii tiiornin;; vrfacii ilic represent atioos took plncc. 
I Fullcc, in ioc. Mat. 
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Reading the Passion, 



London, quoted in Nichols's '* lUustrntions of thu 
Manners and Kxpcnses of Ancient TimeSj** is tite 
following entry, in the year 1531 :— 
" Paid for the hire of the raymcnt for the Prophett 
12^ and of Clothes of Ara* I* 4*, for Palme 
Sunday.** 
And in Coates' "History of Reading"' wc have 
several curious items illuatrative of the custom, 
extracted from the Churchwardens' Accounts of St. 
Lawrence I'nrish; e> g,, 
" 1505. It payed to the Clerk, for syngyng of 

the Passion on I'almc Sunday, in ale . . j^H 
1509. It. paid for a ([rt of bustard, for the ^H 

uogers of the rassbyoa on Palme Soudaye iiij'" 
And," 1541. Payd to Loreman ior plat/intf the 

I'phett (Prophet) on l*aime Sooday . . iiij^* 
An inventory of" (iariuenta for Players" at the Court 
Kevels, "A" vii. llcnr, VIII." contains the followii^ 
entriea: — " A long garment of chith of golde hoA 
lynsetl,foFtlL8Pro[iheteuiM>n Palme Sonday." "I 
a capp of gn^.ne tyneell to the same."' 

We have before had occasion l-o refer to Mr. 
Payne Collier's " Extracts fn)ra the Accounts of 
ancient Parish of St Margaret, Soulhwark, no' 
united to that of St Mary Overy.""' He saya, " 
1406, wo And that occasional profesHional sing 
wera hired, and they seem to have BUpplied 
ftbaence of players* thus wc have [inter atiaj — 
* Payed for brcde and wyne for the iiyngers on 

Palraesonday ix**] 



• rriiiied in C^jUwt'b " Annals of tlie Stage," vol. i., p. 80. j 
' Pu^-fi ol' tkn ULakwpuura Soumy, vul. Jii., p. 42. 
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! Amoug the extracte from the ukl books of St. An- 
revr Hubbanl'it parish, made by Dr. Gn0ith, we 
Cud tha IbllowiDg curious entries : — 
•' 1526-7. The Ae/r' of ike Angel on Palme 

Soaday S** 

Clothes at the TowV on Palme Sonday . . 6*'" 
1535-7. For lirede, Wyn, and Oyle on Palm 

Sonday 6^ 

A Preest and Chylde that playde a Mes- 
senger 8" 

1538-40. Rcc' in the cluirch of the Players . 1* 

P^ for eyngyng bread 2* 

For ihf Amgd 4*" 

And at Kingston upon Thames there was paid — 
*' 1 Hen. VIII. For ale, upon Palm Sonday on 

Byngyngof the Passion . . . . 0' C 1*" 
In a curious tract quoted by Brand,* entitled " A 
Dialogue or familiar Talkc, betwene two Neighbours, 
concemynge f,he Cbyefest Cereuionyes that were, by 
the migbti Power of God's most holie pure Worde, 
•uppresswl in Englande, and nowe for our unworthi- 
ncsK met up agayne by the Bisboppea, the Impes of 
Antichrist, &c., 1554 " (tliat is, the firat of Queen 
Mary),^wc bave some account of the ceremony of 



* Hair. See tlie extracts from thw AcL-cmnls of St. Miiry'if, 
lfeic««t«r, p. IT write, yt" pajfiocnts for " hejnp for tfw heath of 
tkt tofrtflf." Among nOHie extracts from iiti nlil F.Nsex ])iirish 
account-book. In tbc pwMMsion of the Ven. Archtkacon MJltl- 
majr. {jrint«U in tbo " FreemasoiiB' Magazine," fnr Sflpteraher 
Mth, tSCI, vre have in ] J62, in a list o( filnynTa' tlrcssnn, taken 
fruiu lliu " JnTciitor;' nf ihe goods remaining in the church " — 
3 "ilt^pea fi>r dtivjlw," 2.1 "hredes" or hi^iirilii,n!iil'il "liiires;" 
and Bgiun in thB samn ^eiir thprc wiw "Paid unto iViulrcir, fur 
heres and beanis borrowod nf Itini, W 

* " Popular AntiquitJCB," ed. 1841, vol i, p. 74. 
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2ft Reading the Pantton. 

"Singing the Passion ":—" The old Church kepti 
memoi-ye the Sunday before Katcr, how Chris 

glory wus openly received and acknowledged amoa 
the Jewea . . . and the Gospel declaring 
same was appointed to be read on that day. Bd 
now our blind leaders of the blind take away 
knowledge of this, with their Latinc processionir 
BO that aiQOQg x thouaandc, Hcarcc one knew wl 
thia ment. . . . But, lordc, what apcVpla] 
made thcv of it in g^eat catiiedra! churches 
ahbics! One comes forth in his albc and his loi 
etole, . . . This solcmpne syrc played Chria 
part, a God's name. Then another companyc 
Singers, ehyldrcn and al, song, in pricksong, th* 
Jewe'a part^and the deacon read the middel text 
The prest at the Alter al this while, bccaupc It was 
tediouBC to be unoccupyed, made crosses of Palme to 
set upon your doors, and to beare in your parses to 
chace away the Divel," 

In Doblado'g " Lettci-s from Spain," we liavc a 
long and interesting description of the ceremonU 
observed on Palm Sunday in Rowan Catholic cou( 
fries in modern times. Tlie part relating to the sinj 
ing of the Passion is as follows : — 

" In the long church- service for this day, the ot 
is silent, the voices being supported by hautboys; 
bassoons. . . . The four accounts of our Savioi 
Passion, appointed as Gospels for this day,Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday, arc dramatized in the follow- 
ing manner A moveable platform, withj 

desk, ia placed between the pulpits in the Pussia 
dai/s, and three priests or deacons, in atbvt' — tlie whil 
vestment over which the dalmatic is worn by 
latter^ and the ciisulla by the foimer— appear ou th( 
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ilevated posteat the time when the Gospel should be 
aid. These officiating ministers are chosen amoiigsit 
he singers iu holy orders, one a bass, another a tenor, 
nd the thirtl a counter-teDor, The tenor chauntj 
he narrative without changing from the key-note, 
nd make* a pause whenever he comes to the words 
if the iulerlucutora uieulioned by the Evangelist. 
those passage:) the words of our Saviour are sung 
ly tho bass in a solyinu strain.. Tlie counter-tenor, 
n a more florid style, personates the inferior clia- 
acters, such as Fet«r, the Maid, and Pontius Pilate, 
Hie cries of the priesta and tlic nmltitudc are repre- 
nnted by the band of mueiciane within the choir." 

In Bamaby Googe's translation of Naorgcorgus's 

Popish Kingdome," further illustrationa of the 
mcient ceremoniea observed on this day will be 
bund. 

To return, however, to our local records. The 
Kirliest, and by far the fullest and moat suggestive 
feference to the early Mysteries which we poeseae, is 
Eontaincd in the, unfortunately, unique entry, appear- 
ng as a memorandum ou a page of the hall-boob of 
he corjwratioa in the year 1478. This entry, stripped 
f its antique drcas, states that at a Common Uall 
beld on the 26th of March, in the seventeenth year of 

ing Kdward the Fourth's reign, the players who 
dajed the Passion Piatf the year before, brought in 

bill respecting certain duties of money, and [en- 
oiring] whether the "Passion" shotdd be put to 
rafts (or trading companies) to be bound, or nay. 
ind, at the same time, the players gave to the 
*affeaMts all the money which they had gained in 
crfonning the play up to that time, and all their 
Miaeuta and all other manner of "stull" (or, iu 
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theatrical parlance, wardrobe and " properties ") 
they theu had. It concludes by stating that, by 
advice of all the oommone, or townsmen, twenty-one 
persons, whose nntnes aro appended, were cho6ea Bt 
the Common Hall to have the guiding and rule of 
tlie said play — two of the body bdng designated 
" bedalls." Although wo certainly do not learn vcn 
much directly from this document, beyond the mei* 
factj however interesting in itself, of the peribnuan 
in this town of a Mystery on the Potion of 
Saviour, in the year 1477, we are enabled inferen* 
tiaUy to deduce infornnation from it upon Beveral 
points. Of the play itself, and the objecta of audi 
performances, we find some explanation in a MS. 
the Iloi-leian Library on the Chester Myatcries. 
seta forth that, "in onld tyine, not only for tho au 
mentation and increeg of the Holy and Catliolick 
and to exhort the minds of common people to 
Devotion and holsome Doctrine, but aUo for the 
Comonweolth and Prosperity of the city, a Play and 
Declaration of diners StoricB of the Bible ; beginning 
with the Creation and Fall of Lucifer, and ending 
with the general Judgement of the World [was] to 
be declared and played in the Wliitaonnc Week" 
by the eeveral trading companies of the city. The 
Pope gave a thousand days' pardon, and the Bishop 
of Cheater forty days' pardon, to every person resort- 
ing in yieaceablo manner to hear and see the said 
plays, which were stated to have been" instituted to 
the honour of God," and are supposed to have been 
first performed in the year 1328. Tbe MS. contains 
the plays thus performed, which were twenty-four in 
number, and the elxteenth on the liat is " 
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Fletcberu', Bowycrs', Cof^pere', aud Strbgera' Vhj 
— jOc J'assioHe Chriati." 

Tbeae WyeU-'riee, which were represented for tho 
last time in 1674, have been printed for tlie Shakee- 
peare Society (2 vole. 8to, 1643-7), under the editur- 
fihip of Mr. Thomas Wright. The play itseif apiK;ar« 
to have been a rnoet favourite one, il'wc may judge 
from the frequency with which it is recorded to have 
been pcrlurmcd on vnriuus uucnigluus, in different 
ports of the kingdom. Thus, iu Devon's ** Issues of 
the Exchequer," &c./ we have the following curiou3 
entry, under dnte 14tb Kichard II. : — 

" 11th July. To the clerka of the pftrish churches, 
and to divers other elerka in the City of London. 
In money paid to them in diBcharge of 10', which the 
Lord the King commnnded to he paid them as his 
gift, on account of tlie play of The Patsion of our 
Lord and the Creation of the U'orld^ by them per- 
formed at Skynnerwcll, after the feast of Saint 
Bartholomew last past. By writ of privy seal, 
amongot the mandates of thij term . . . lO'." 

AVe also learn from ** Machyn'a Diary," that on 
the 6th June, 1557, a stage-play of the Paa^on of 
Christ began at the Grey Priars, London, where, 
»l»o, the same play had been performed in the pre- 
ceding year. Malone supposes that the last Mystery 
repreieented in England was algo one on Chriiit'd 
PaasioD, in the reign of Jamea the Firet. It was 
also a subject no Ic^a popular on the Continent, and 
even in the preeent age nilrucle playa do not appear 
10 bo entirely extinct iu France, fur at Chrii^tinas, 
1852, tlie pcrfonnaucc of one, represcntiiig the 

8vo, lt)37, p. ^44. 
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Nativitv and Passion of the Saviour, waa forbidd 
by tlio Prelect of the Departmeot of the Vauclc 
wliilst at Ober Ammergau, in Bavaria, Uiey are . 
periodically perfonnuJ every ten years, Ju cor 
quunce, it is siud, of a vow made by the inhabitaatsj 
of the place in 1663, on their deliverance from t 
plag'ue vrhich then prevailetl in the district. Tliii 
Passions Spiel represents the entire history of Chi 
from his entry into Jerusalem to his Pa-ssioH 
Cruciiixionj and his appearance to Mary Magi 
aftor his resurrection, ltd decennuil represent 
is c^arried out on a ^and scitte, and attracts nuniei 
spectators, many of them from great distanceu.' 

It would appear, that in performing the Pas 
Play, no less than in that on " The Creation of i 
World," already mentioned, the Scripture narratr 
was closely adhered to on the stflge, so much eo 
to be not unfrequenlly attended with danger to the 
nctora, for a copy in vellum of •* Le Mystere de U 
Passion Jesus Cliriet," printed at Paris in 1490, and 
preserved in the Imperial Library of that city,' coa- 
tains a MS. note, in French, purporting to bo an 
extract from an old chronicle, entitled " Hiatoira de 
Mctz veritable," which relates that in the year 1437 
the play De ia Passion N.S. was ropresented in the 
plain of Vesimicl, irhen the cur6 of St. Victor of 
Metz, who represented Christ, "w&9 nigh dead upon 
the cross if he had not been assisted;" and that 
another priest, who was chaplain of Mctrange, and 
who played Judas, " was nearly dead while hanging, 



' A vwycIaborateftccountofitw)llb(ifoiin(lm''MiicmUU 
Mmj^nEine" for October, 18(J0, sitributcfi to Dr. Suuik-y. 
* No. 43fiO. 
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>r hia hcnrt failed \\\m, wherefore he was quickly 
luhung and carried ufT."' 

But to resume. The quoarian, ** whether tlio 
^axsion should be put to crafts to he hoiiriden or 
laj," seems to iodicaCe that here, as at Chester, and 
ndeed most of the ancient corporate towns, these 
(layers were seleGtedJ'rom particidar guilds or trading 
Ktmpanies, several of which, it i« on record, were 
Bstabli»hed here; but unfortunately, unlike those at 
il^oventry, York, Newcastle, and Sbrewaburj', none 
>f their account books have come down to us." 

It i« evident that in 1478 the Passion Play wa« 
QOt of recent iutroductiuit, but fully established, like 
" the Pageaats," to which the money and dresses of 
tliese players were i)re8ented. It ia, however, un- 
Sertain what were these " Pageants " — whether the 
Rliitsuntide spectacles from the churches, already 
Bescribed, or, as la more probable, some separate and 
independent perfurmance by the trading uompiiDies 
of the town, similar to the '•' Pageant of the Com- 
laoy of Shearmen and Taylors in Coventry,"^ for 
he terra pageant, which was, iu the first iiiatance» 
sppUed to the vehicle of exhibition, or stage, was 
ifterM-ards aiiplied to the exhibition itself.' The 
" Pageants," which were usually performed in the 

tghways of our mediicvaJ towns, as^iioilated, in 
degree, to the Miracle Plays, but were of a 



* Bou«'f " AncioJit MyBteriw," pp. 172, ITS. 

* ^« York Cur[>ut C'briati pliiv i-'UMipriM:'] no Il'hh ihnn fiflv- 
PagvauU. wlik-li wury n;jjn,i!uuttd tiy u many trailing 
iks of the vilv, a list uf wliicU is given in Dsvtvs* 

A ReeoriU." [i. 233. 

* Piinted in Shiirp's "Coventry Mysteries." 

* IWd., p. 2. 
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more rabtcd character, being partly drawn from 
fencliUtory: indeed Warton' is of opinion that 
Fflgeanta dictated ideas of a regular drama miit 
sooner than tho Mysteries, from this very circi 
utance, that on civil occaaionB tliey derived great 
of their dt?corationd and actors from himtoricjU fact, 
and, consequently, first m,tde profane characters the 
subject of public exhibitioD. The eauie vnter thiuki 
that it was not until about the reign of llciiry VI. 
(or a few ycar^ before the date of this record) ttiat 
the performers in Pageants began to recite; and 
Strutt remarks that Pageoate, though commonly 
exhibited iu the great cities and towns of England 
on solemn and joyful occasions, were more frequent 
in London; and nientioiia, besides other reasons, thai 
lere were ceremonials lueideut at stated periuds, 
ich as the setting of the Midriuuuucr Watch, and 
the Lord Mayor's Show.* Wc gather from our 
local records that, hore, also, the custom prevailed of 
" setting the Watch," whcu these "ancient and most 
quiet" guardians of tho night duly received their 
charge, and were thus prepared, like Dogberry and 
bis fellows, *' to comprehend all vagrom men;*^' but 
ire know not the nature of the display on those 
oocadoQS. Among other Fageaats exhibited at 



' "BtiAtory of English Poetry," yoI. ii,, p. 202. 

' " Sports lint] l*(istimt;» " (Hone's ed,), p. xxxix. 

' " Much Ado about Nothing," act iii., sc. 3. In ibe Sh; 
pcare ywiety's I'nperw (vol. i., p. ]) is nn original letter from 
Lurd Burghiey to Secretary WnUinghawi, dntfil lOih August, 
1568 ; whicli gives a curious a«cou]U oC the proeocdings of tbu 
Dugborrlus of tliaC iluy fco- tlie arrest of sui>pwU'^ [ivrsuns, atiil 
ehowa h'Jiv iiiudi to Uie life uur grcut druuutifit dtisw llie 
characters liu iuUviJuceJ- 
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^Coventry on the occurrence of royal visits to that 
tity, was one of St. George, and it is not improbable 
it tlie" Kidin};^ of tbe George," at Leicester (to be 
lereafter described), was one of the psgeanta to whicb 
le playere of the Passion Play presented their 
loney. 

As illustrating the mode of exhibition of the pa- 
geantSf Mr. Sharp ' quotes the following minute de- 
ription from a MS. of Archdeacon Rogers, who died 
1595, and saw the Whitsun plays perforraed at 
Chester in the preceding year, 

" Tliemaiicr of which playcs was thus : they weare 

livided into 24 pagiantea according to the copanyea 

jf the Cittic & every companye brought forthe their 

fiant w*" was the cariagc or place w'^'^ the played 

And thci first begannc at the Abbaye gates, & 

lirhcn the firsts pagiante was played at the Abbaye 

itea then it waa wheled from thense to Pentice, at 

le hyghe Crosse, before tbe Maior, & before that was 

lonne tlie secoude came,— and the Brat went into the 

lATatergate Sti-eele, & from theuse unto the Bridge 

iStreete, & so ouo after an other 'till all the pagiautus 

Lweare played these pagianteB orcarigo was a 

;he place inado like a howse with 2 rowmoe, beiagc 
3peu on the to|je — the lower rowme thcie apparrelled 
dressed themiselvea, & the higher ruwnie theie 
|>layed, & theie etoode upon vi wheeles, & when the 
donue with one cariage in one place theie wheled 
he same from one etreete to another." 
In reference to this transcript Mr. Davie8^aay8,"it 
ouricms to obaervc how closely thia description of 



' "Covcntrv Mv*tenL'6."p. Is. 
""yorkRoconVp.240. 
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the meaas used for the entertainment of the une 
lightened populace of a barbarous age resembles thst 
of the pajfcaiitfi exhibited for the gratification ottbe 
polished citizens of imperial Konie." He then pro- 
ceeds to show the ainiiianty between the ptgma <it 
pngeant used in the Uooian amphitheatre and theee 
vehicles. 

Thia eontemporary description affords us, aa will be 
seen, a very clear idea of the tnimner in which the 
Beriesof plays were publicly exhibited, being of ooi 
applicable to other places, no less than to Chester; 
had the account books of our old trading conipanieT 
been preserved, it is scarcely to he doubted tliat a 
similai' scries would be found to have been represented 
in this town, although the fact can now onlj' be as- 
serted on. the collateral evidence contained In it 
" Memorandum." 

Whether the one-and -twenty individuals seloctf 
at the Common Hall were the actual performers who 
were to represent the play, or were to constitute « 
committeeof maDagementover them, seems uncertain, 
probably the latter wa» the case; but, either way, their 
appointment is iudicative of the social importance 
attached to the subject, for those so chosen consisted 
of mauy of the leading men in the community — 
several, like the Wlgstous, were wealthy — more tlian 
one rose to represent the borough in Parliament- 
still more served the office of mayoi^— others again 
were justices of the peace — and nearly the whole 
were members of the Corporation. 

It will he seen, that two of these tudividnala 
designated "bedatl6/*who>it is not improbable, 
lectod the money from the spectators and kept ort 
during tbe performaucc. 
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Mr. Halliwell (Archnic Dictionary) gives " Bedell 
aerWttjr, perhnps bailiff;" and we find the follow- 
ng quoted by Mr. Sharp from the account for thft 
car 1490, under the head — " Fayd to the playera for 
Corpus Xpiste daye," showing that the " Bedull" oc- 
tupicd an inferior position, from the small nniount of 
"Cmuneration paid for his Berricos : 

'Imprimis to God ij' 

Itin to Caypbas iij* iiij^ 

Itm to Heroude lij' iiy*^ 

Itiu to Pilatt is wyffe ij" 

Itm to the Bedull 

&j]d among the Ust of " gju-meots " we have : 
"Itiu the devyle hede. 
Ittn a Gowjje for the bediill. 
Itm a hode for the bedull. 
Iti8 a f awchon for heroude."^ 
Ten years earlier we have: 

" Expcoa' for a jnkct for be byduU," 
ind Mr. Sharp observes,' that this character in the 
!!ovciitry plays waa indifierently named the Beadle 
yt Porter. 
From this " Meinorandnm" id the Hal! book of the 
brporatiou wc pass to another entry under the year 
49.'>, which, although from ita rude orthography aud 
i& being i=o ob?cnrcly worded theru is a difficulty in 
leciding upon its precise meaning, wc may with great 
proVwbility assume to have reference to the playa or 
jante — -the " goods" mentioned as " wood, timber, 
other playing ffermands (or garments) deposited 

'Covcntrj Mys«ti«,"p. 18. 
• ThiA. p, 17. Tbe last tntry furtlior illustratos the oxtrnct 
torn the AMounta of St. Martin's respecting Hcrod'a sword. 
' ibiJ. p. 30. 
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in a store-house in the Saturday-Market," being, 
likely, tlie theatrical wardrobe, and the " pageaut 
stage on which the jilays were performed in the 6 
of the town, as we find that in most of our old 
there wa3 a ** Pageant house " in which that t 
waa deposited, when not in use. 

lu this a& well as in the former instance, ot< 
were appointed by the Corporation— the nnmb^ 
however, being limited on this occasion to six, tin 
first of whom, Kichard Gillott, became Mayor of 
town in the following year. 

The meeting here recorded, was held in the 
of Cor|)U!( Chriflti Guild, which occupied the nte.S 
it did not . aa is probable, constitute the eastern portioa 
of the present town — or, more pniperly. Guild EUO. 

TUIs bringtj ua to a subject full of interest, and 
which, at present, lias been only very imperfectly lO- 
vcstigated; namely, the existence in Leicester, [iriof 
to Ihc Reformiition, of several religious guilds or 
fratcruitiea. Theae conaisted of the Guild of tin 
Holy Trinity, held in the south aisle, or " Trim^ 
Choir," la St. Mary's Church ; St. Margaret's and 
St. .lohn'a Guilds, held respectively in the church of 
the same name ; and Ht George's and Corpus Christ! 
Guilds, held in separate chapels In St. Martiu'sChurelL 

Of theae the chief in wealth and iraportiince, as 
vrolt as antiquity, was that of Corpus Chi-isti, whidi 
was founded In the year 1S4D-50, and a few of the 
TcntaU and rolls of account, of a later date, belonging 
to it, still remaia amongst the Corporation records, 
owing to most of the positei«sions of the town guilild 
having passed into the handa of that body after the 
Refprmation. 

With the history of these religious firaternitij 





I Proeettions of the Guilds. 

nvever, wc have now only to do so far as they arc 
ionectcd with the exhibition of spectacles and 
igcant«. 
Public processions by the membcw of these guilds 
vhtch partoolc, more or less, of the character of the 
eaefit and burmi clube of the present day,) took 
lice on their respective festival days in lionour of 
le Trinity, of the Corpus Chrieti or " Host," or of 
te particalar suiut to whom tliey were dedicated— 
tat of Corpus Christi beings with nac exception, the 
Host eplendid. 

Mr.JoiuesTliorapson.itihis "History of Leicester,"' 
u dcgeribcd the auuufd proceision of this Guild, but 
11 the religious processions [lartook so much of the 
ain« genrrul character, that the awount already given 
if the WhiUiuiiLidc proceseionB in this town, coupled 
ridi tltat of tho Cori>u8 Christi Guild at Coventry, 
renders it quite superfluous to dilate further upon 
hem. 

But, as before rcraarkod, there was one of the re- 
igious guilds which wna an exception to the rest: 
Ids was the one de<Iicatcd to the Patron .Sjiint of 
DEnglaoda St George, whose festival is on the 23rd 
pf A|>ril, The fraternity tlnis combined to do honour 
thia saint, alttiough comparatively poor, was the 
nly guild, in addition to that of Corpus Christi, 
rhich pottessed its own Hali This building stood 
icar tlie eastern end of St Martin's churchyard, pro-' 
«ably occupying the site of the Queen's Head public- 
ouae and the adjoining residence of the Misses Ned- 
nun. Wc find the followlDg entry respecting it in the 



■ Page 149. 
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laraberUin's Acoouttt for the year 1605-6 
the receipt* of fee farm rents: 

In Holye Roode Lane or St Martyns Cht 

Ite: 
Itin rec« of John fflampaou for a liowssc 
St. Geori/ct Hall in bis occupation in fee fara 

^ Annum , vj* viii 

The guild chapel of St George wae at the west < 
of the brood soittli aisle uf St. Martin's Church, 
over its altar was placed a lifo-sizc Jigure of the 
armed " in coinjtlete steel/' and mounted on a rk 
caparisoned etecd, whilst the chapel M-as »u]ipUcd wi^ 
tlie usual chanti')' vessels — a chalice, centner, lamp, 
candlcEtick, &c.; there was also a painted cloth, and 
a bicr-clotli, used at tlie public fitnemlti of the brctliren 
of the guild. ^ Many of theee were loading nicmben 
of the cor[Joratiou of the town — indeed, from soma 
cause, not very clear in its origin, the guild appears 
to have been closely connected with the municipal 
authorities — by whom, as will be seen hereafkei) 
several regulations were made and penalties im- 
posed for the neglect of the annual ceremony of 
"Riding the Geoi^e; " and the " Eight-and-Forty " 
also contributed individually towards the expensed 
attendant upon this great annual festival. 
• As might he expected, from the feet of St George 
being the tutelar Baint of the kingdom, he was held 
|n great veneration in this country, a feeling which 
Was doubtless eidianced iu the popular mind by the 
well known but fabulous legend of his having glain a 
" dreadful dragon, fierce, and fell," and thus, by hie 
prowess, saved the daughter of the king of Egypt, 



Churchwardens' Accoonta of St. Martia'i), ^ioarim. 
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Ijom the insatiate monster would otlierwise have de- 
oiired — a legend which is believed symbolically to 
.ypifythat Chrtxt's Sof/litr and Knight should always 

be ready manfully to combat against the Dra^an, ons 
f the Scripture emblems of the Devil> However 

this maybe, in all pictorial and other representations, 

»the saint ia almost invariably attended by the dragon, 
■nd, generally, in the public religious proceaaiona 
' prior to the Reformation, by a handsome female per- 
sonating the fair Princess Sabra, whom he had 
rescued from the devoui'iiig beast and afterwards mar- 
ried, brio^ng her to his native city, where, as the old 
ballad informs us, 

"Tfiey many years of jojr did see. 
And led (heir lives nt Coventry." 

Barnaby Googe, in "Tho Popish Kiugdomc,'" 
has given a translation of " Naogcurgus," describing 
that, 

" To every eunt tliey abo doe Lis office here asGlne, 
And fourtene doe tbey count of wliom thou majst have 
aydediYUie;" 

And, among the number, we are informed that, 

" TTiy office. Gtorgf-, is onely lier« tliu horHutnan to diifonde, 

GrtxU kb>gei and noble men, with pampe, on thee Joe atiit 

attemki" 

showing the jKipularity and splendour of these spec- 
tacles in honour of the ssunt ; indeed, we find that 
body armour was not unfreq^ucntly specially be- 
queathed by will to a church, to be worn by the 
GeorKe. 



P 



* Brad^B " Clavia Calendsria," 3rd edit., tdL 1, p. 32S. 

* FuL &8, 99. 
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I Thus, Dugdale* tells ua that "John Ardeo, onej 

I the esquires of the body to Heury the Seventhf 

I 152G, becjiiethed Ills white haraeis complete to 

I church of Aston (where his body was to be burU 

I /or a George to were it, and to stand on his pevrt 

\ place made for it ; and he jirovided that if the 

1 Hcor^^c was not made within a year alter hU de 

ithat his cxccutore should sell it" 

\ Such a " George" wns provided at Beading, in 

year 1536, the Churchwardens' Accouuts' eontjuiting 

several eutries for the " Charg' of Saynt George," 

among which are the following: — 

** First payd for Jij caffeB-skyncs, and ij 

horae-akynnes iiij" 

Payd for malieyiig the loft that Saynt 
George staiideth upon . . . 
Payd for makeyng of Saynt Georges 

cote VI 

Payd to John Paynter for his labour xlv* 
Payd for roses, bells, gyrdle, sword, 

and dagger iij* mj" 

Tn 1416, at Windsor, a performance took pit 
before the Emperor Sigismund and Henry V. on j^ 
cidenta of the legendary life of St. George, whU 
was divided into three parta, exliibiting — first, 
armyng of Seint George, and an Angel doyng 
his spores [spurs] ;" secondly, " Seiot George ridyng" 
and Gghtyng witfi the dragon, with his spere in his 
hand ;" and, thirdly, ** a castel, and Seint George and 
the Kynges daughter ledyiug the lombe a 



' " History of Warwicksbire," p. 928. 

* Printed in Cofcles' " History of Reading," p. 221. 
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caatel gntea."* It seems uncertain whcUier this wna 
a Miracle Play, or merely a splendid dumb show. 

At Bafflngbome, in Cambrldgcsliirc, a play of** The 

Boly ^Niartyr St. George" waj? roprc^eiited, in 1511, 

5n a croft or field, nt which ** a mynstrel and three 

"waits of Cambridge" oasisted, and on which occasion 

six sheep (which coat \s. Xdd, each) and three calves 

and half a lamb (costing 8j. 2d.) were provided, and 

roasted for the use of the playera and the general 

spectators ; whilut, among otlier expenses, there was 

paid. 

*' For iv chickens for the Gentlemen . iv^ "' 

In a " Memoraudum " descriptive of the " EeccAV- 

yng Prynce Edwarde" (who was then three years 

old) at Coventry, on the 28th of April, 1474, when 

he came out of Wales (printed by Mr. Sharps from 

the City Leet Book), it b recorded tfaut he was met 

by the Mayor and Corporation " clothed in Grene 

and Blewe," when various pageants, with speeches, 

were rcpreeoatod, attended with " mynstrollcy of the 

Wayta of the Cite.** Among the rest — 

'* Upon the Conditc in the Crosae Chepyng wag 
Beint (reorge armed and Kyngea dought' knelyng 
ftfore bym w' a lambc and the fader and the modcr 
beying in a toure a bovcn beholdyng aeint (icorgo 
savyng their dought' from the dragon. And the 
Condite rcnnyng wine in liij placez and mynstratey 
of Organ pleyingc and scint Gcurgn havyng this 



she under wryttyn 



And in the " Mcmo- 



* Cotton MS., Calig. b. it., quoted in Collittr's " Annab of the 
Stage," vol. It p. 20. 
' Extracts froin llie Oiurchwunlens' Account*, in i1]« ** Antl- 
[qoikriaQ Repcrtorjr," toI. i., p. 176. 
' " Coventry My»tcric«," p. 152- 
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randiim" of the receiving of Prince Arthur, eM 
Bon of King Henrv VII., oa the 17th of Octoh 
1498, on liis way to Loadoo, it is stated that at' 
gate was a Pageant of the " ix Worthya and Kj 
Arthur, whilst ' at the turoyng into p" crosschej 
. . . , was the Qiiene of fortune with dyPs 
virijyns .... aud the cnwse in tiie croschepyug 
garnyeshed & vryne tlier reunyng and angels iwasj 
& syngyng wltli Orgayne and other melody. 
And at p' Cuiidyt tlier was wynt George kyllj 
tlie dragon and aeynt George had this speche folo*- 
yiig . . . . " (which was very complimentary to 
young prince). 

/And, approaching atill more nearly to the cei 
mes observed at Leicester, we find that the festival'l 
St. George was annually celebrated at Stratford- u]: 
Avon. Mr. Charles ICnight, deriving his author 
from the guild rolls of that town, has given ua 
following actioiiiit of the proceedings on the oct 
in his "Biography of ShakBperc:"' — "It is 
twenty-third of Ajiril, and the birthday of AVil 
Shakspere is a general holiday at Stnttfoitl. Il 
St. George's day. There is high feasting at Wb 
minster or at Windsor .... At Stratford thei 
humbler pageantry. Upon the walls of the Chi 
of the Holy Cross there was a wondrous painting of 
a. terrible dragon pierced through the neck with a 
epear; but he has snapped the weapon in two with 
his fearful talons, and a gallant knight in complete 
armour is uplifting hts sword, whilst the bold horee 
which he bestrides rushes upon the monster with tus 
pointed champfrein : m the hackground is a crovoed 



Picicrial edit., p. 61. 
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^■^ St. Georgia PageajU at Stratford. 

P^Pwith a lamb; and on distant towers a king and 
queen watching the combat This story of Saint 
eoi^c imd the (Iclivcry of the princess Silcnc from 
le power of the drap;on was, on the twenty-third of 
ipril, wont to be dramatized at Stratford. From 
le altar of Saint George was annually taken down 
a ancient suit of harness,- which was duly scoured 
nd repaired ; and from some storehouse was produced 
le figure of a dragon, which had also all needful 
inual reparation. Upon the back of some sturdy 
ibourcr was the harness fitted, and another powerful 
lan had to bear the dragon, into whot-e body he no 
Dubc entered. Then, all the dignitaries of the town 
Bing duly assembled, did Swat George and the 
ragon march along, amidst the ringing of bells, and , 
e firing of chambers, and the shout of the patriotic . 
Dpulatiou of ' Saint George for England.'" '* Here," 
dds Mr. Knight, " is the simplest of dramatic ex- 
bttious, presented through a aeries of years to the 
hscrring eyes of a boy in whom the dramatic power 
going out of himself to portray some incident, or 
baracter, or passion, with incomparable truth, was 
be developed and matured in the growth of his 
DOtical faculty. As he looked upon that rnde re- 
rescntatiou of a familiar legend, he may first have 
mccived the capability of cshibiCing to the eye a 
oving picture of events, and of informing it with life 
y apjiropriatc dialogue." '\ 

Nor was the ]>opularity of St. George confined to 
iDgland ; he is also, as is well known, the patron 
lint of Russia, and the Portuguese also adopted him 
Om the English, under the following circumstances. 
A flotilla, bearing English Crnsaders to the Holy 
I, put into the Tagus 



43 



u 



Riding the George at Lisbon. 



insurgent Portuguese having expelled the Hi 
fhim the city of Lisbon, Imd coopeil them up in 
castle, and, high as it stands, were about to si 
it. We, of course, quite as ready to fight LueiCai 
Moors as OnentAl Saracens, landed forthwith, took 
part in the as&ault, ehoutcd, after our wont, "St 
George 1 St. George I" and effectually aided in iba 
capture of tlie castle. 

The Portuguese heard our shouts, and drew 
inference, not only that the English saint was 
valuable aid in bis proper line, as an advocate, 
that he himself, St George, was actually in 
midst, and, as our captain, had led us on to the 
assault- Hence, even to the present day, he con- 
tinues to receive distinguiahcd honour from the Poi^ 
tngaeae. On their grand unnual festival, Corpo de 
Deo», St. George, a colossal image, richly nttired, 
beariug a formidable lance, decked out with all the 
jewellery which the nobility of Lisbon can furnish for 
the occasion, and mounted on the largest and nobleet 
charger that Lisbon can sujiply, paaaes through the 
main, sti-eeta of the city, between rows of kneeling 
multitudes, escorted by priests, soldiers, and grandeea. 
On one of these occasions the lance slipped from the 
luiud of the tigure, came down with a rua, and 
wounded an unfortunate and kneeling spectator, who 
died from the accident. The Portuguese believe, 
not that this was an accident, but that St. George 
himself did it to keep up the remembrance of bi» 
prowess.' 

These particulars will suffice to show the 



' From tin nrticle on Pntron Saints, in " Kotcs and 
3nd ScricB., vol. viu., p. 214. 
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irity or the pageants and other epcotAcIes in honour 
r St. Geoi^e, and al^o enable us (and especially the 
escriptionsof "Kidingthe George "at Stratfortl and 
l^Ubon) to arrive at some conclusion as to the 
ixact nature of the ceremonies observed on the occo- 
n in this town ; for we have once more to lament 
khcfact, that the books of this, as well as of the other 
religious guilds and trading coinpanieg, have not come 
idown to UB. Our local infonuatlou has, therefore, 
again to be derived from what arc rather the inci- 
dental and cuUatf^ral, than direct notices on the fiub- 
jecl, to be found in the municipal records and the 
parochial accounts of St. Martiu's. To these sourceti 
we must now refer. 

Our local historian, Throsby,' has doubtless not 
exaf^jerated in describing the " Riding of the George " 
aa " the grandest solemnity of the town," for it ap- 
pears to have been celebrated by the whole of the 
inhabitants, from the highest to the lowest, as one of 
the greatest festivity and rejoicing, and naturally to 
have attracted numerous spectators from the eor- 
roundtng villages. 

The day for tlic "riding" having been fixed (for it! 
did not always take phico on 8t. George's day), tho 
mtater of the guild caused pwclamation to be made 
It tlie High Crotw, and elsewhere, of the time ap- 
ptrinted, and, in all probability, apecinl iovitatioDs 
were sent to the county magnates, for we find that 
aot unfreqaently the Earl of Huntingdon and others 
ii the nobility and gentry of the neighbourhood 
attended, and were presented with wine, &c., by 
the mayor and corporation, who also officially joined 



' " Uiatory of L«ce»t«r," p. 242. 
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the master and brethren of the guild in the 
bIoo. Nor waa thia a mere niottcr of ohoicc, but 
alike of immemorial usage and compulsion ; 
express order, or " vVct" of Common Hall, madi 
1467j and subsequently confirmed, enjoined ail 
iuliabitants, on being warned or summoned, 
attend ujion the mayor to ride against (i.e, to 
the king, or for Hitlint^ of the George, or any 
thing th^t shall be to the pleasure of the mayor 
worship for the town." 

Owing, doubtless, to the poverty of the guild, 
the inability of the fraternity to defray the ex; 
of their annual festival without contributions 
the public, we find the CoriwratJon, at a C 
Hall, held on the 21et of September, 1498, 
" that every of the forty-eight that had been 
berlainti, should pay to the upholding of St, G 
Guild by year, Gd., iind they that had not been 
berlaine, at tlie least, 4d., or more if they please, 
would seem, however, that the attempt made at 
period to Buatain the position of the guild, did not 
have a permanent effect; for we 6nd, a quarter oft 
century later, that the Riding of the George had, for 
8ome years, ceased to be celebrated. To enforce the 
performance of thia ceremony for the future, it was 
ordered by the mayor and }us brethren, at a Common 
Hall, held in November, 1523,' in the third mayorJ 
aUy of Richard Keynolds, that whoever should therc-J 
after be Master of St. George's Guild, '* should cansaj 
the Geoi^e to be ridden, according to tfte old aneien 
custom^ that a to Boy, between St. George's day 

' ^ot ISO-it Hi >utc(l in yir. Jaiii«s Thompson s " IlUtnnr < 
ieioeiler.*' 
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liteuaday," uaioss there be reasooable cause. In 

se of neglect, a jjonalty of £5 was to be indicted, 

id if the mayor and cliiunbcrlaius failed to enforce 

It, they were to bo Cued reHi>et:tively '2Gs, 8</., aud 

i«. ad. It was further orditiiied, tliat each uf tlie 

laaters wbo bad, of late years, failed to cause tlie 

George to be ridden, should foi'fcit 269. 8tl.; aud all 

icse penalties were to be paid " to the profit of the 

lild." Kight years later (1531) the Corporation 

iTinnniraouBly agreed that, " for divers coiisiderationp," 

i Master Christoplier Clougb ehoiild not ride the 

Ocorj^e that year; but that, neverthelesB, the whole 

•• Act" should remain in full strength. The master 

paid to the chambcrlaina the fine of 26^. Sd., '* for the 

redeeming tlie Hiding of the George," and we find 

a few similar entries in the town accounts in later 

years. 

These particulars compriae the aubstaucc of all the 
laformation we are able to derive from the borough 
records respecting tlm ancient custom, with the ex- 
ception of one suggestive entry in the Chanibicrlain's 
Account for 1536 ; and it will be seen ihty do not 
aSbrd us the slightest insight into the nature of the 
ceremonies observed on the occasion, or whether any 
character, in addition to St. George, was represented 
in the pageant. 

Tiiat the saint, however, was not the only figare 
in, tlie procession of the guild is clearly evinced by 
this single entry, which records that, in this instance, 
Uio chambertaiuB of the town, aud not the brethren of 
the guild, "paid for dressiny of the drugun. As. ;" and 
it is probable that the other charactei's in the legend 
were also represented, a^, fortunately, the records of 
adotlier ancient city which posseesed a &ia\\kE ii^ 
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temity, enable ue to dcude witli tulorable ce 
on this point. 

It h3,|ipenD that in the city of Norwich, in tl 
1324, was established " The Fniternite and G] 
Brethren and Sietem of the Glorious Mftrtri 
George," which obtained a royal charter in i 
and, continuing to increase in splendour and inf 
in 1541, "the Court of Mayoralty, Justices, 
men, Shcriffa, and common Councilmen, we 
mittod and united to the Fraternity," and 
time the proceseions of the mayor and cor[K)ntiil 
on guild days, were always accompjiuied by 4 
fiplciidid pageantry of St. George's Compuiy. Hani 
it followed that, unlike the festival of our owngwl 
whieh \vu9 swept away by the Reformation, it cb 
tinucd to bo observed, with more or lea of 
anti<iue Bplendijur, down to the passing of the Mo 
cipal Corponitiona Reform Act, in 1835. Hati 
also had a better fate than onr own, most of 
ancient iictMuntB of that fraternity are still rcBU 
ing amongst the Corpomtlon MSS., and many inl 
esting extracts from them are printed in Mu»kfl 
" Kotices and Illustrations of the Costume, Pr« 
eions. Pageantry, &c., formerly Displayed by 
Corporation of Norwich. " 

Did our limits permit, we would gladly transft 
few of these highly curious and illustrative eutrie 
onr pages, but the following description, by the Edl 
of what may be termed the Norwich " Riding of 
George," must suffice. He says: 

" Snap, whom we all remember, was the 
repi-esentativc of that mighty Dragon,' which 

' There are two UlustraUoiia of the " Snnp-Dnigon ' 
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he olden time, yearly on the Guild-dav, encountered 
nd vanquished by St. (leorj;e. The Knight, clad in 
Unpletc and glittering armour, well mounted and 
Ifcendcd by hia Henchmen, was ordered by hia Wor- 
hip the Klayor * to maintain his estate for two days, 
|d hold conflict with the Dragon ; ' which , after much 
Irmoil, aniii'lfit the braying of trumpets, the antics of 
lie Whifflers (or Bwordamcn), and shouts of the po- 
uJace, was conquered and led captive by the Lady 
largaret.' She, too, mounted on her palixey, richly 
iporisoned and led by her Henctuuaa, was welcomed 
wan the windows and balconies by the waving of 
Ircbiefs, the fluttering of flags and anciente^tbe ring- 
ig of cburcli bells, the firing of cannon, the music of 
u city wails and other minstrels. The fronts of the 
DUfCS were hung with pictures, tapestry, and arras; 
numphal arches spanned the streets, and garlands of 
ftwors swung across the ways and floated in the 
iented air. Then folluwed the grand })anquct, 
ere smoked the sirloin, the haunch of venison, 
e boar's head, ihe porpoise, and the ' [leacock in hys 
de,' The glittering goblets flowed with Ypocras, 
lenish, Malmsey, and ' Dobyl-bere.' 

'TwM merry io the Uall, when beard's waggud bH." " 

3uch (says the Editor) was a Norwich Guild-day 
the olden time, ond such, prior to the Kefonnation, 
ist have been the general cliaracter of the pageantry 



plates to the work, and a graphic dcevription of this Inst 
_i of the unricnt pageant of 8t. (ieurgv, will be found in tliu 
lUnbiirj;]) Itevifiw." vol. 77 (1843), p. 144. 

She wu M>inetiine3 c&lkd "Tlie Lady," sDmetimea "Tlie 
id," and at other times '■ The Marjjiirdt." 
IS 
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au<l festivities in celeljration of the "Biding of tho 
George " atl^icester, which coutinued " according to 
the aucieot custom " up to tbe eud of the reigo of 
Ilemy Vlll. 

Immediately, however, ou the accession of 
ward VI. more alrlugeut tueaaurca wore odopled 
supprc-seiug the rvligiuut) prucetsstuus and other rit«3 
and cercttioiiiets uf ttie Ruini«h Church, and for pro* 
luoiing the increiise uf the Kefurmed Religion. Theu 
was swept away the ancient ceremony of" Riding the 
George," and mnong tlie various church vcstuiculs, 
oruameuts, &c., which, iu 1547, were sold by the 
Churchwardens of St. Martin'a, by the comiiiaiuhucat 
of Air. Mayor and liis brethren, according to Uie 
King's ioj unctiun," were " the Horse that the Creorgc 
rode on, price la*" ; " the 0oor and the " vaute " that 
the George Btood on, which proiluced 3* lO' ; and ihc 
"vowte" over St George'e altar, wliich was sold for 

The suit of armour worn by the George was not 
Bold, and, as there is no entry in the earlier accounts 
of )ta purchase, it was probably a bequest to the church ; 
and may have been placed at the Kcformatioa ia the 
town armoury for military purpose*. However this 
may have been, \t reappears during the temporary 
rcsascitation of the rcligioua proceMious in the reign 
of Queen Mary, for in the account for 1554 wc have, 

*' Item p"^ for drcssyng & hcjyng acut Gcoige 
harnes' y'f viij** 



' It uaImostunnec«Mary t4iremiiMl tbereiul«rofSbukcM|wani 
that karyKMi wa.* runrierly ua«d fur armour : 
"Blow, wind I cnnie, wrack, 
At Incut we'll dJe wich kanets OQ our back." 
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Biding of the George," as well as the otlier 

religious pageants and mysteries of the ancient 
VBa) of course, finally suppressed on the accession 
ueeo Elizabeth; but although ilmsc rcpresen- 
16— ^ittended, as they were, with all the " pride, 
I, and circumstance" with which the gorgeoua 

1 of the Roiniah Church had for so msiny nges 
ted them — might he prohibited and thoir public 
ration put down by the strong- arm of the eccle- 
bal and temporal power of the aovcrcign, their 
nt amusements were not to be bo easily eradicated 
the hearts of the common people, whose delight 
hod been for so nmny generations. There they 
leld away, and even in the present day, in remote 
try villages in different parta of the kingdom 
tinger vestiges, however rudo and corrupted by 
rjonal tninsmission, of those early dramatic ikt- 
mces; for, aa Sir Walter Scott has truly ob- 

* n'ho lists, inaj' in liieir mumming aes 
TVfticea of anci*:!!! mystery ; " 

that " it seema certain, that the Mumraera of 
And who (in Northumberland at least ) used to go 
t in disguise to tho neighbouriug huuees .... 
tnt,in some indistinct degite, a shadow of the old 
teries, which were tho origin of Ihc English 

Dfl. 

10 "more work and leys play " system which pre- 
at the present day in our man u fact u ring towns, 
long &IOCC driven the Christmas Mummers from 
e8t£r, with other old cusloms; but among the 
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most vivid of our boj-ieh recoUcctioas some five oad 
thirty years ago, is that of seeing parties of Mom- 
mcrs going about the town, from house Co bousc^ some 
of them wearing high couical capa of pasteboard, 
decsomtcd with ribbons qdc) gilt paper, and carrying . 
wooden swords/ a club, frying-pan, && — whilst, 

"^Vhitfi ^trU supplied the moiquerkde, 
And Hmutted che<.'^H tl]« visora made."* 

Our onte great local festival of the year may be 
said to have, in one sense, survived in them, for St. 
George was the chief character in' all these per- 
formances; whilst itis a siogular coincidence, that the 
neighbonrhood of Lutterworth, which witoeased the 
rising of the '■ Morning Stnr of the Reformation," 
should be, 80 far as we are aware, the only part of tbe 
county at the present day where the Mummers atil! 
represent, at Christmas, that offspriag, as it wcr>c, of 
the KomiBli Mysteries — their play of St- George — 
whicli has been orally transmitted from sire to son 
from the, so-called, " good old t'lmeji ;" fbr, as the 
poet sings, 

" Enjfland wfi« nifiry T^njrlBnd, when 
Old ChriitMiiaA brnuglit. liia sports i^oin." 

Ae the last traces of this anoleut custom will be 
inevitably swept away in a very few years, we gladly 



', as the 

1 



' The Vice in th« old Mordities wu thus armed, u descrilied 
in "Tvrrlft.faNigl.t":— 

** In a trice, like to the &ld Vlr^ 
Vour need lo sustain : 
Who wilh dti^^er ol'latli 
In his rage and his wrath," 
The modern TtArleqiiia, who is tbe Ikcol descendant 
Vice, retains the IfttJi. * " Mannion,'' canto 
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ful oarsdvcaof the opportimityof placing before our 
ftadftrs the " Mummers' P]ay,"a.9 performed in some 
f the villages near Lutterwoi-th, at Cliristmas 1863, 
remising that here, as in other inPtancee, by a modern 
^novation evidently posterior to the accession of King 
Jeorge I- the Saint has been transformed into Princt 
?«wyf, son of the Kiog of England.' 

tHE ClIHIRTMAS saiMiMERS' PLAT. 

DBAMATIi FEKSOHJE. 

Caitain Slamhxk, in mililary cotfunty ufUh su:ord and pittni. 

King of EnttUti'l, in rofi**, wwariiwf Iht crown, 
':. PumcK Gkokok, King's Son, in robeny and sietord by hit ride. 
- Turki»'li CliumpioD, rn miiHaty attire, with tword and pistol. 

A Noble Doctor. 

Ileelzebiib. 

A CloHD. 

Enter Captain Slnther. 
I beg jfour partloji for Iteing so bold, 
I ent«r your houiw, tlie w<->tLher's so wlil, 
llixmi, armim! limvegailnnls, give ni roam ti> :<E>i)rt; 
I'or in this Injiixtf we <io resort, — 
Bmort, rtwDi-t, Cifi- nianj- a day j 
Step in, thv Kill" uf En;;1an>:l, 
And Iwlilly clear tlie wtvy. 

Enter Kinff of Engiand. 
lUn Uiv KinfT of Eh^ilik], tlint biildly ilneo appear ; 
CODie lo »vcfc my only son, — my only son is liere. 

Enter Prinea Georf^. 
sm Prince Oi^orp', « worthy kiuyht ; 
'U «pt!iul my hlofxl for Kiij^liindV rifjht. 

' I wn indebted to my friend Frederick Goodyer, Esq., the 

kigblyvsteeRUxl Chiflf Convtubli; of tbe County, for kindly in- 

tituMit); inquiries for me on the siilyt'ct, unci pro*iuring for niT 

tlic copy of this nirinsity of HtcriiturL' tlimugh tbo willing 

id of Mr. Superintendent Deslcins, of Lutturwortb, to irliona 

ay tluuiks ore also due. 




54 The Mummers' Play. 

Kngland's rigbt I will maintain ; 
I'll figbt for old England once again. 

:Enter TvrkUh Knight. 

I am the Turkish Champion ; 
From Turkey's land I come. 
I come to fight the King of England 
And all his noble men. 

Captain Slasher. 
In comes Captain Slasher, 
Captain Slasher is my name ; 
With sword and pistol by my side, 
I hope to win the game. 

King of England. 

I am the King of England, 

As you may plainly see. 

These are my soldiers standing by me ; 

They stand by me your life to end, 

On them doth my life depend. 

Prince George. 

I am Prince George, the Champion bold, 

And with my sword 1 won three crowns of gold ; 

I slew the fiery dragon and brought him to the slaugbt 

And won the King of Egypt's only daughter. 

Turkish Champion. 
As I was going by St. Francis' School, 
I heard a lady cry " A fool, a fool I " 
" A fool," was every word, 
" That man's a fool. 
Who wears a wooden sword," 

Prince George, 

A wooden sword, you dirty dog I 

My sword is made of the best of metal free. 

If you would like to taste of it, 

m give it unto thee. 

Stand off, stand off, you dirty dog ! 

Or by my sword you'll die. 
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ni cut jou down the middle. 
And make your blood to fly. 

{They Jight; Prince George faUs, mortally wounded. 

Enter King of England. 

Oh horrible! terrible! what hast thou done? 

Thou hast ruin'd me, ruin'd me, 

By billing of my only son I 

Oh, is there ever a noble doctor to he found. 

To cure this English champion 

Of hia deep and deadly wound? 

Enter Noble Doctor. 

Oh yes, there is a noble doctor to be found, 
To cure this English champion 
Of his deep and deadly wound. 

King of England. 
And pray what is your practice ? 

Noble Doctor, 

I boast not of my practice, neither do I study in the 
practice of physic 

King of Eiighjid. 
Wtat can you cure ? 

Noble Doctor. 

All sorts of diseases, 

Whaterer you pleases : 

I can cure the itch, the pitch. 

The phthisic, the palsy and the gout \ 

And if the devil's in the man, 

I can fetch him out. 

My wisdom lies in my wig, 

I torture not ipy patients with excations, 

Such as pills, boluses, solutions, and embrocations ; 

But by the word of comnmnd 

I can make this mighty prince to stand. 

King. 
What is your fee ? 
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Doctor, 

Ten pounds is tme. 

Kiitg. 

Rroceed, Noble Doctor ; 
You shall have your due. 

Doctor. 

Arise, arise I most noble prince, arise, 

And no more dormant la; ; 

And with thy sword 

Make all thy foes obey. {_The Prince aritei. 

Prince George, 
My head is made of iron, 
My body is made of steel. 
My legs are made of crooked bones 
To force you all to yield. 

EjUer Beelzebub. 

In comes I, old Beelzebub, 
Over my shoulder I carry my club, 
And in my hand a frying-pan, 
Pleased to get all the money I can. 

Enter Clown. 
Id come I, who's never been yet. 
With my great head and little wit : 
My head is great, my wit is small, 
ril do my best to please you all. 

SoTtg (all join). 

And now we are done and must be gone, 

No longer will we stay here; 

But if you please, before we go. 

We'll taste your Christmas beer. l^Exeuntomnei. 

Several veraions of the play of St. Geoi^e, as repre- 
sented at Chiswick and the neighbourhood, in Wor- 
cestershire, and in Hampshire, will be found in 
" Notes and Queries," 2nd Series, vols, x., xi., and 
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III respectively; that acleU in the West of England 
printed in Sandy's '■ Cfaristmas Tide;" and that 
I at Whitehavenj in Hone's " Year Book," vol. 1)., 
lS46. All these, while agreeing in substance, vary 
wk some respects from each other, both as regards the 
[:ters and worde, whilst the Leicestershire vcr- 
Ein has an affinity to the whole of them, showing 
common origin — Saint (or hy corruption Prince) 
>rgc being the chief personage in them all; and 
this fact it has been aaaumed that the play " has 
reference to the time of the Cruendes, and vras in- 
vented by the warriors of tho Croas, on their return 
from Pnleatine, in memory of their conflicts." ' 

Turning from St. George, wc have now to notice 
another pngeant, the leading character in whicli, like 
that Saint (although his name certainly did not appear 
in the calendar), strangely enough, received, in reality, 
no stinted honour and patronage at the haud^ of the 
parochial clergy of the Romish Church — his festival 
being conducted under their audpicc« and suporinten* 
denec. This was no less » personage tlian the bold 
outlaw, Itobin Hood — whose exploits have been, 
from time immemorial, the theme alike of ballad and 
(if legend, and which made him the idol of bis country- 
men, and caused bis fame to be wafted to other king- 
doQM. Tlie Church of Borne, acting on the same 
principle as was enunciated by Fletcher of Saltoun, 
when he said. Give me the mnkintj of the peopW$ 
baliadt, and I care nvt who makes the laws, was ever 
olive to the policy of attaching the ma^cs to herself' 
even by their ainusemenls, which — in au i^e long 
ere "the Schoolmaster" was abroad, and when, indeed. 
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Sbarpo'» Mflgftzinc," for Jone li^ 1S46. 
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Robin Tloofi and May Datf. 



he was acce^^iblo ut home but to verr few discipU 
Decessarlly reflected the nature of the people thei 
selves — rude, boieterou?, and uopolishod; but» at 
Ktunc time, largely tinctured by a spirit of poetiyi 
romance. 

Kobin Hnod w<i5, more especially, identified vrit 
the festival of May Day, which has been celcbrata 
under various forms in this country from the carlie 
times ; indeed, it is generally believed to have orij 
nated in the Floraiia of pngan Korac, and that 
Cliristiiin Kome, in her zeal for making oonverta, 
adopted in this, and airailar instances, the wise 
conciliatory system o{ diver ting the popular festii 
from the worship of pagan deities, and appropriatinfr 
them to various saints of her own ritnal; rather thaa 
pursuing the desperate but more orthmlos method 
of violently wrenching the prejudiced minds of her 
proselytes from praeticos to which, by long usage, they 
had beoome almost inseparably wedded. 

This strong affection for "walking in the old path*" 
would, of course, be etill more deeply rooted In their 
minds, if it be true, as some writere maintain, that 
the May Games were of imligenoiis origin, and not 
80 much the offspring of the mytholoijy of classic 
Greece and Borne, as of the Druidic worship of Bel 
or Baal, which was celebrated by their Celtic ancestors 
on May Day (heuce calk-d Beltan),aj3(i which would, 
coufiequently, be still more difficult to be eradicated^ 

In this manner, under the pereuasive teacbing-j 
the early misi-ioiiariee, tlie goddess Flora w;i8 eup 
eeded in her oflice by the "Ladi/ " or "Queen of the 
May ;" and, tn process of time, when the redoubted 
deeds of that renowned hero, the mythical or historical 
Jiobin Hood (for much ink and learned labour have 
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D expended in attompta to prove both ekles of tlin 
istion,) liftd become " familiar in their moutlis a* 
echold wordB'* — aunjj as thoy were by many a 
idering minstrel nlike in the baron's castle and thn 
tant'shut — Maid Marian appeared in that charac- 
Altlidugh it was an innovation on the origimil 
torn, a " King" or " Lord/' ns well as a " Queen " 
' Lady of the May," had long ere thi» been annnnlly 
Cted to preside over the sports; and thus, In com- 
ly of Maiti Marian, Robin Hood now became 
|ty of the May; while their corapanions grouped 
>ut tlieiD, and helped to give a sort of rude dra- 
tic character to the festival, with which a Morris 
cc was usually, but not invariably combined, and 

RScb at no time formed more than a subordinate part 

' the ceremony.' 
\y the introduction of Robin Hood into the May 
IQC6 one useful object was also attained — an object 
Dined, for military purposes, by many an Act of 
'liamcnt — the promotion of the practice of archery 
png the people; and in which, both in war and in 
rsngport, the English had long stood pre-emineut. 
Ihe Games were celebrated not only on the first 
, but frequently, nt intervals, through the whole 
the raerrie month of May," and they sometimes 
ended almost to the end of Jiine,^ chiefly on Sun- 
B and holidays; and the patronagCj or, at least. 



Dooce'* "Illustrations of SliBkc»pcare;" Sonne's "New 
nities of LUeraturu." Briind'K ''fopulfir AiuiijuUies;" &:.•. 
In " ftlacbynV Diarj" scviirul iiiKtunvuif of tlii* urv reoor Jed— 
]D]55!)ukiiij!plauuuiitlic24thiLnd25thufJiLtit;: iiiiiUiv gives 
following di'scriptiua of onu undw thu yu'^r 1J55: — ■"The 
&,y of JmiH was a goodly May-^anio at Wfstiuiuslcr tA hft« 
acen, with giants, morris- p,vktiE, guus and drums, Ulll 
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tukralioa wliicb they received from tlie Church a i^c 
shown by many a contemporary record, but, perbape, 
more cui])hutically still id \Villiaai Roy's biting mtin 
against Cardinal Wolsey, entitled, " Rede me and bi 
nott wrothe, Forlsayenothynge biitsothe."' Speak- 
ing of the bishops, he says : 

"Tlieir fruTityln] fo\y tt no puvUlie, 
That tlioy cuulcmpnc in Eiiglulic, 
To bave the New TesUuucot; 
But as fur tales of lioti^n Bode, 
With wother j(?fiteB ncthtrr bunust nor goods,' ' 
Tbpy have none iiupeiliraeat." 

And in the " V^iaioa of Piers rioughman," compo 
nearly two centuries earlier (about a. d. 1360), 
author introdueca an ignorant, idle, and drunkeD 
secular priest, the representative, oo doubt, of ih» 
parochial clergy of that age, who makes the foUowJDg 
confce&ion : 

"I caanot purfiili my paternoster, as the preist it singeth 
But 1 call Kvmii of Kobeii llotle, and liandolf erl orCbedter, 
But of our loi'de or our lady 1 L-mc uoiliyag at all." 

Among the extracts from our local records, und« 
the year 1534, we Hal's some curious particulars coa^ 
ncctcd with the performance of Robin Hood's pl^ 
in this town, transcribed from a fly-leaf in a book of 
copies of Wills, in the former Archdeaconry Court 
of Leicester, now the District Court of Probate. 
The writer, William Billor, wiis, at the time, th*: 
Registrar of the Court — thus showing that the play 
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•leviU, antl iij [iiorris i.laiicea, and bagpipes, ami viols, and man; 
(li^(:uilll.'d, aiid the !i>rii ««t/ lady of the May rode j^orgcouslj, 
with minstrcU divers playing" (p. h'i). 
' Friutud abroad about tbv yvur lOiA. 
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ID some way. undtiir liia superiiiteadtiDCC as an 
Leeiaetical afiicial. 

la the first plncc, he expended 16^ in the purchase 
[& yard and a lialt' of Kettdat (probiibly for Kobin 

Ts or Maid ^Iarian''s dress)^ being clmt kind of 
[rren cloth worn by foresters to prevent their being 

readily discovered by the deer, and so named from 

place where made — the town of Kendal being, 
5, equally fflmoua with Lincoln for ita manu- 
Thua in the old play of " Kobert Korle of 
luntiDgdon,'* wc have the following Kfcrence to it: 

"Then Robin He weare thy KmdaU grevae 
And ircDil to thi; grceaewotxl with Uiee." ' 

We then find Mr. Registrar Biller entering his 

** coets and charges, going here and there giving 

iduncc to 'Uobyn liode,'" and for whom he bought 

[email trifles^" and, among otlier things, he hired a 

It for two days, st an expense of 4**, and also bor- 

»wed a sword and a buckler, which, it appears — to 

the quaint wonU of the writer — "he" (Robin 

lood) •'almost both lost, whereby I must pay for 

Hag them, fil" 

Our I/cicestershirc Martyr, Bishop Tjatimer, in his 

tth Sermon before King Edward VI., has given as 



KteoD'a •'Robin HocmV* vol- it ?■ I'ci- ^^^ amtrnz the^ 
ItriMrelatinfT to Robin Ilood and tbc Ma^ Gome printed by 

JUS ("Hnviroa* of London," roli., p. 226) from the Churcb- 
hinlritH aiid ChamberUiofi' Books of Kingston -npOD-'I'hameit, 

\\ lion. Vni. For Keudaa, for Robju Hode'a cole 
For 3 jr&rdN of wbiLe for the frere'a 

cole 

For 4 jrenJs of Krmlalt for Muyd 

Mwuid'h liulce (buoJ) . . . 3 4" 
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62 ItaUii Hood and the May Garnet. 

a striking illuetnUion of the extreme popularity of 
liobin Hood's piny in his time. He niys, " I eune p 
once myself to a place, rtJing a journey homeward 
from London, luiil ecnt word over night into the to 
that I would preach there in the morning, be 
was a holy -day, and I took my horse and my com 
ai\d went thiiher (I thought I should have foum 
great company in the church) 5 when I came there 
the church door was fa^t locked. I tarried there half 
an hour and more; at last tlie key waa found, and 
ono of the parish comes to me and aaya : * This U 1 
busy day with us, we cannot hcflrc you, this is Robin 
Hoode's daye, the parUli is gone abroad to gather for 
llobln Hoode.' I thought my rochet should have been 
regarded, though 1 vterc not ; but it would aot eerre, 
but wai fayoe to give place to Robiu Huode's men." 
In course of tiuie, doubtless from the popularity 
of ita drnmatis ■prrson(C, Robin Hood's play becAuii 
extended to Whitsuntide, Ijustcr,' uud other lestirals, 
u.nd which con&istcd, more or LeHs, of the same cha- 
racters, although, in some instances, St. Creoi^e and 
the Dragon became mixed up with tlicm;^ the t 

' Muw Bilker [" NortliainploniUir*! Glotaarj'") infor 
thkt "formt-i'lj an onk-r wns wniit lo l>e niaile \ty the batlu 
tbi! court (of ifiu ItirilBliip of Ki(i^ilior[>), ficr agijiointii: 
Ltirii and & Ladif ofi/ie i^/ny-ymrH's 011 Kafter'day, iiftcr i 
Mmg, under u iitm&hy o£ |>ii>i>ij; 6*. 9d. in casv ttiu offioQ \ 
refused." 

' Thtiii in " Maclirn'a Diary " we road tliat on "the xxiii^ 
of June, 1559, tbcr^ win* a Mny-garae .... wiili a gvant, and 
drums and guns, and llie ix wonliliiH, willi fpi>RcliGH ; and then 
Saint George and the dragon, the iii'irris-danrc, and after 
Itnliin Hnnd, nnd lictlc Jnhn. nnd Miiiil Miirinn, and friar 
Tucit, ftiid tliey had apecchos nmniX about I."nil«n. The 
xx»"' da/ iif June tlie same May-game wont unto the palace 
nt Gr«criTTi(Ii, pinning a-fore the Queen and the CouiicU 
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cipal personages being then naually designnted 

e Lord nnd the Lady ;" it was niao entitled the 

g Play," or *' King Game"— -a name alao applied 

e pageant of the " Three Kings of Cologne " — 

the sport or pageant of the " Lord of Misrule " 

sionally represented at Whitsuntide, bat more 

ccinlly at Christmas) also partook very much of 

same character. 

^hakc(ij)ear<; nrnkes several allusions m bis plays 
pobuL Hoyd and the May Games; and Sir Walter 
»tt, in " The Abbot," has graphically delineated, 
masterly word-painting, the appearance of the 
fious characters who might have been seen grouped 
;ether at one of these festivals; whilst many eu- 
» illustrative of these ancient pastimes, dmwD 
m Churchwardens' Accounts, and other authentic 
trees, have appeoa'cd in various histoiical and auti- 
ftftan publications. 

The following tranBoripts, however, from the 

ginal MSS. Accounts of the ChurchwanSens of 

slton Mowbray (in the poeaeesion of William 

itbam, Ksq.) are proljnbly not surpassed by those 

rany town, as curious memorials of that popular 

Buscment of tlm age to which they belong, whilst 

bally they possess the additional interest of apiwr- 

Diug to this amaty. 

646. Itm. reoeyvyd in money y' y" 
Lonle gathered in Wytson Hollidaya xiij* iij* 

Itm. p"" to_ Hugh Cottcrill for mcndyn 

of the Lordea harowe' .... ii'"' 



llarowuo — ArrywB (tlulliwdl'd "Archaic tlWl'.ftiyiV'j '^. 



64 



Rabin HootCs Play at Melton. 



1547. Ttin. reseved of Djrnis Shcpanl 
for the getheriDgc of the lord at 

■\Vhit3onday xxvij 

1556. Charge — 

Itm. 1 Thorn* Poatam charge me R** of 
John Fcahpole & Thorn* Maye y' 
Uiere cheldreu gatherd in the towne 
at Whitaontyde & of Steven Thorno- 
lon -f- he gethrcd y" same yere beyng 
lorde of myase role ▼** xix* 

Itm. R"* of bertylmew Schaw y* he 

gethcrd heyhig lorde at Est^ . . . ix' 

Itm. 1 R.'' of Steven Schaw y' he geth- 
erd & hys company at Kobyn Hoods 
playe ij yerea xxix* 

Itm. I K'' of John llopkyns in p'" of 
Robyn Hooda money v* 

Itm. I R.'' of Robert Holynaworth in 
P« of )" money y*^ hys eon getherd at 
Whit«ontyde a' 56 ..... . atxvj" 

Itm. I R'' of Tiiom' Richardson & 

Recliard Myln' tliat they gatherd , vil 
Sin xij" ii' ^f. 

1557. Itm. R'* of Robert Hollyngwort 
of y' lords money y' was gathered 
att "Wysaondey xlvj' 

Itm. 11'' att Wysfioudey in oblasouncs . vij' 
Itm. R^ of Robert Bocher for y" lords 
money we Receved y" att AUhallo- 

tyde 

Itm. rc8 in y* ouerplussc of y" offer- 
ings of tte proceaaionfi at Whiseondey 

1558. Re8 off y" oeryngo ffor MeUo 
att Whyteontyde via 
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ofiF the lord off myssrulle . . . iv"* 
[539. The Keckonyug and Accompt of me 
tpor Whythed for money rcceavyd the sxij day of 
■y A" 1559 the lordes mony at Easter anil Whyt- 
iiday A" ut supra ae herow"^ more playnly ap- 
rytiie — 
I chaise me reacevyd of the lords mony 

at Easter & atWhitaontide A" IS.'iS S"" Ij* ob* 
Itm. R" of M' Payt* for stone that he 

toke out of the ffyelde xij'' 

To" of this my charge Lij* ob^" 
The abo%-e money was expended in repairing the 

fjcfl and caugevvays of the town.] 
1563. This is the Reckoning and Accompt of 
Rob* Odam Junior, being chosen & nornynated 
e Lonic of Melton at Whitsondaye A" 1563 to 
jfchcr the Devocyon of the Towne & Cuntryc w'* 
to be bestowed for the Repayring and mending the 
be wayes. 
Charge : — 

Dpmia R^ of Ilawe [Holy] Thorgday at 
the chosinge of the Lorde and Ladye . xviij" x^ 
Da. at the gatheringe of llie malt & 

whete' xviij" 

ta. of Whitson monday« xxv' jij"* 



of Tewsdaye xxj" 

m. of "VTedensdaye xUij' 

m. of Tborddaye xj^ 

To" charge v'' x' xj"* 
Discharge {inter alia) : — 

D. to the pij> (piper)" of bawe Thor^daye xij'' 



'For UteWhiUuD Alot. Sec Brond'i " Popular ALtit^u!- 
:.- &c. 
■ "Tom the Piper" »iis a rfcU-kaovrn chatactcr in l^reMa-i 
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Itm, for spyce for the cakes 

Itin. to the iiij foote meu vHj* 

Itni. to ttie ij buttlera 

Itm. for ne^les to the lordes hall . . , 

Itm. to Tboru* Kenne for bylding the 

lordes hiiU' & meiiding a borde & vj 

trc'SsellB 

Itm. to Imi'tiUmewe Allan for plajing of 

thoraday io Whitson weeke .... 

Itm. a pottell of Wyne for my ladyAttreJde 

Itui. Id Cakes for her 



Gaines. Ue is Uius mentioned by Drayton, in lils tl 
" Eclogue "■ — 

"Myself ftboTe Tom Piper lo adranre, 
'Who 90 bestirs hiui iu tbe KIorri.H Dunce, 
For penny wiigc." 
In the woodcut on the titl«-j>Bgc of " Kfinp'i! Nino Dwa 
Wonder : Performed in a Morricc from London to Norwicli," 
(1600), Will Kemp's attendant, Thomas Slye, is repreaented in 
till* cbarat-ter, with pipe, labour-atiik utid labour; and tk 
coloured frontispiece to l!ie second volume of Knigbt's "del 
England," co])ied froui a {lainteil window, ret>r(!itenla this and 
the otber Ggures in iin ancient, tn orris -(lnii>i;e. 

' In the tiecount of llic c:burchn-ardviw of St. H«dvn'», Abing- 
don, (" ArchnsoSojiin,'* vol. l., p. 24,) for thu y«rar 1556, tkurt 
i* un entry, " For srtting itp Robin Hood's Boww ;'* this, like 
the " lordeg hidl," Ht MeUiin, wrs probably a woo«len booth or 
framywork, covered wilh ^wn boughs. Phillip Stubs, in lii» 
rare bool:, eniitled " The AnBtomie of Abuses," (LondoD, 158J, 
f. 92 b,) gives a highly curious description of the " Lorde ul' 
Miflserule" and Iiis HtLendants. He i^aye, " AbontetheCburchc 
tlicy goe Bgaine and againe, and so furthc into the Churobe- 
jon5, vhort' th<'y havi; (commonly their mmmer kmilci, Atir 
Boiecrt, Arboun, and Banqtutlijng Ifrmsea Kt vp, wherein thry 
feasto, banipiL-t, nnd dnuncc all that dnie. and (pcradventure) 
all thnt night too. And thus these terrestrial furies spend thctr 
Sabbfloth (laic." The "'lord(?s hall." at Melton, waa doubtl«n 
of ihc same kind and for the same porposc. 
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Itm. to Rayne browim for brluging the 

Lord's gowne fnim the Lavude^' . . vj'' 

Itm. to Will" Madder for pUytag iij 

daye» Y* iiij^ 

Itm. to Deuys SkuiMird for pott« ... j"" 

Itm. to Nyoolys Swaohe for dresfliog mj 

lords horse, for breyd, & for his paynes xiiij* 
Ilni. to Joho Downea for ^'^ [cccc.] lyve- 

ryes' & the payntine of \j slaves . . ij* tiij' 
Itm. for Tij chikena lo my lady Perin . xv'nj' " 
rbe remainder of the acMwunt consials of numerous 
^ments for hibour, Btooe, &c., for the repaire of 

highways and hridges.] 
The account for 1553 contains the following en- 
iw: — 
Itm. pajd to John Ilynmanc & to Kobert 

Bftgworth forryngingo of y* gi'eat bell 

for JUaater J^tiiaore Scnnoa ... ij' 

od, •* Itm. payd for Master Latyracr 

citargea ij* luj 

Lfrt na hope tliat the worthy bUhop^s viedt to our 
inting metri.t|)oH9 did not take place on Robin 
ood'» dny, kr, from lUe foregoing proof* of the 
polarity of these games at Melton, we fear tliat 
n in this, his native cijunty, bis audience would 
ve bevn but few in number! 
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I^anndrr, a laiiniireM (tEnllmeH's '* Arrliatit Dictionapy "). 
' Xbe»c " livcricti " wi're biulges fi>ri»i-il I'f jiajii^r, Mlio, or 
\eT motirrial, wiUi iKune dcvut< UioiX'on, wUioh were dulri- 
leJ Bumn^ the spwlalon. Tbus, amnnn fntritia in (be 
[i>rtliutnlKrlaiid Uousi^ltolil Book " (quoiud hy l!it*on, v«L i., 
ciii.), we have (be followinit : — 
• 15 C v{ leT^res for Hobin Uode .... .1 

i'oT levere*. paper and Mie/D W 



68 Pageant of Hohtn Hood, or King Gume. 

Tho pageant of Robin Hood, under its ti 
•' The King Play," or " King Game," is not ii 
quently rewnled sa having been repreeonted 
churches;' and among tlie I^oaeley MSS. is a 
Bttion taken before a Surrey niagisixate, in Qi 
Elizabeth's reign, n-hich contains an incidental 
tration of this custom. It heginn as follows : 

" Coram me ffenr. Goring, or. xij* dit Jauttar. l 
George Longherst and John Mill ex** sayctb, thai 
Sondaye last ihcy were together at widow Mici 
house, in the parish of Hascombe, and there del 
their mares to kepe till they came agnyne, and 
that they wold goo to Ilaacombe Cburche, to a 
ptaifc w**" then was Uiere. And eayeth y' they 
thither and there contyuued ubout an houre, at w! 
tyme tho Boune was then downe."' 

As mi^kt be anticipated from the expenses Incurred 
by the Kegietrar of tiie Archdeaconr)' Court, aa b^ 
fore mentioned, these plays were represented in some, 
ii' not all, of the churches in this town ; for, under 
the year 1520, we have the following entry amoog 
Mr. Carte's " Extracts from the Churohw. 
Accounts of St. Marj-'s" — 

" Received of the King's Game . . £2 
But altliough, as wc have seen, these and other !»■ 
presentations, ill'suited to the sanctity of those edi- 
fices, frequently took place in the churches umler 
the guidance of the parochial Huthorittee, the ancient 



ungng 
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' Til ifie " Aiitif{Uftnnn Ropertorj-," toJ. L, p. 194, b pmied 
from thu TarUh Itcgislcr, I5G(i, an iriTcnlory oi" the Ktt^ «'«' 
QwtHi apfiard of Punitficfi,"* iu Kent, ind witicli, wiib 
tl)inp;«, iviia toll] in 1^74. 

' " Notes Uid Qoerii:*," 2\A Series vol. xi>., ^ 910. 
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anons of the Church forbade the clergy to |>artici- 
Ue in these sporu; for tlie thirty -eighth Canon of 

Council of Worcester, lielJ in 1240, contains the 
Ibving explicit prohibition, in which the " King 
hme" is expressly mentioned : — ** ProhibemuR ctiam 
lerici:*," &c., " Wo also forbid clergymen to join in 
i«repntable games or dancings, or to piny nt dice; 
tithfr shall they allow gnmes of Kitirj and Queen to 

acted {Jteri), nor permit ram-raisings, nor public 
nestlings. "' 

Although thus forbidden, it U evident that the 
irohibitiou must have been allowed to become a 
Jead letter, for the games certainly continued to bo 
lerfonned in the churches up to u late period. Thud, 

1360, the churchwardens of St. Martlu^H, in tbio 
own, received " of Baafordc for (hv lord §■ the fady 

[/ob. ; and in the preceding year's account we have 
la entry of — 

** Rec** for the BUMOTT/8 rfaunee of CAyWmi . iij*** 
'■'or is this n solitary entry of the kind; for in tho 
tocouats of St< Margaret's Church, Soutlnvark^J 
already referred to, wc have the following, between' 
tlie 30ih and 34th Henry VI.— 

" Alao receuyed to dawnsing money of 

the Maydens iij* viij'''' 

which (although Mr. J. P. Collier' says he is not 
able to explain) there ia no doubt refers to a mon-is 
(lance, as, very probably, does also the following, in 
1456:— 

**Itcm, paid to Har\'y for his Chyldren 

Tpon Seynt Lucy day xx*" 



' S*-* Chatlo, "Oil riu.yiiig Cards," \>. 62. 

' " I'apvn of tbc Sbukt- ojiasirv Soclutjr," vol. iii., p. 43. 
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The Morris or Moridco dasce is supposed to 
been brought into Knglaiid about the year 1332, 
our faraoiu cart, " ohl John of Gaunt, time-honour 
Lancaetcr," on his return from Spain. The castlej 
Leicester, as is well kaowu, was his favourite 
dcnce, and as the morris dance would, of course,j 
exhibited on the occasions of royal visits and 
princely festivities, it may readily be imagined 
would soon become popular among his retainers! 
the inhabitants of the town generally, in a somei 
similar, althongh more homely guise. 

In addition to theae games connected with 
Hood, in which of necetssity only the few were act 
and the people generally spectators, and which, as ; 
have seeu, were In many instances performed 
*'Even60Dg" at the church, there were other aj 
beginniiig before sunrise on May-day, in wl 
all could join, without dlotluctiou of age, sex, or 
ditioD, from the lowlieet pea<?ant to royalty it 
for it is on record that even King Henry VIII. 
Queen Katheriiie did not disdain to "ride a Mayii 
and we read in Chaucer's *' Court of Love," 
early on May-day, 

^^H "Fourth goelli al the Court, both mo^ and lest, 

^^H To fetcho the flouria fresh, and brauncb and blome. 

r fflv 

I Mi 

I han 

I "I 

I aUi 



The sports of May -day have formed one of the | 
fflvoiiritc themes of many of our older poets, including 
Milton, no less than of our present Laureate, who 
has so beautifully and tonchingly sung of them in his 

May Queen;" whilst Shakespeare, among other 
aJlusiona to them, make^ one of the lovers iu the 
"Ifidsummer Night's Dream " say— 




Tke Maypole, §-c. 71 

" If l]iou lov'fit m« tSen, 
Steal forth thy father's bouse to-morruw night; 
Aud in the wood, a Icitguu wilhoul the towu, 
Where 1 did meet thee oiici; wi(b Helena, 
To do olfM-rutnu- tti a mom ofMny, 
There will i tia/ for llien."— Act i., ao. L 

On that day, long ere the eun liad tinged with bia 
gulden beauis the eastern borizon, tlic tuneful bells 
our town and village churohea were, in the olden 

" SlIU woat to usher In Julightful May, 
The dewy Bileiicu of the mDniirig hour 
Cheering with many a chjuigeful roundelay," 

,ng the watchful maidens that it was high 

'them to steal into the gein-besiiangled fields 

wash their faces with the early " May-dew," to 

,ke them beautiful, as it wae believed to do, or, 

^liat doubtless had au etpial attraction to the ena- 

loured and blushing fair one, to gather it as a jio- 

nt charm of love, with the inward and gratifying 

ought towards the object of her affections that — 

" Its poarU am more pruuiuus tliiiri those they &D4l 
In juwoll'd India's saa^ 
Fnr the dc^T-ilropH love might ovrve to biad 
Thy heart for ever to me."' 

Again; soon after midnight, the lads and laasee met, 
and, by two and two togethi^r, with uierry Houga, 
went into the woods "to bring home the May" — 

"Hail, bounteous May! 
Tha» we talatc thee with our eurlg avng." — Mh-tott. 

Theo wa^ cut the stately maypole, and, tritua- 



' Lorer'g "Songs of ihp Huperstitinnfl of Ireland," where, it 
pp«arB, the cnstoia of ^athcj'iug the Maj-dew is stiU ^leAbticd. 
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phantJy bearing in their nrois flowers and brniii 
of hawthorn and other trees, the lads and I: 
escorted it into the town in procc^ion, with m 
son^, and ^reat rejoicing. The hawthorn and green 
houghs were then used in ^^reaX profusion, to deco- 
rate the porches, doors, and windows of iJie houses^ 
a custom of remote antiquity. 

The maypole hnvin^ had its summit ornamented 
with garhmds of flnwero and streamers of ribbone, 
waa set up on the village grcon, or in the market- 
place, or other open fpace in the town (in the lar^ 
towns seyeral maypoles were erected), and dancing, 
mirth, and general festivity took place around it. 



"From mom lo noon, Irom noon to dewy eve, 
A lUiDiner'a dny." 



I 



It may readily be conceived, that thie seeming 
return, for a time, to the happiness and innocent 
amusements of an Arcadian life, was not without it5 
abuses. One caus(> of comphiiut was the frequent 
injury that was done, not only in the nelghlrauring 
forest, but alco by trespassers on private property, ia 
the promiscuous cutting of bougha and maypoles. 
It was probably to check the mischief arising from 
this practice that it was found necee&ary to enforce 
a regulation made by the Corjturation on the 20th of 
November, ^ih Edward VI., entitled " An Acte for 
Cuttyngo of Bowes," which provided that *' if there 
bo any man, woman, or child, taken or known to have 
broken or cut down, iu the sumnier time, or any 
other time, any oak boughs, hawthorn bougha, or any 
other boughs, to set at their doorg or KtndoaSy out of 
any close, garden or orchai"(l about this town of 
Leicester! or wiUiiu the liberties uf tiie same, to fca^ 
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JT every time tuken or proved with such default 
and their bodies to prison, there to remain 
l^fr. Mayor's will and pleasure"' 
Kc shall have hereafter more particularly to 
s ^e aneient custom of dancing round the may- 
in connection wilK the violent outery and active 
lition raised against it by the Puritans, we 
DOW — putting aside, for the present, the dc8- 
ion of those ruder sporta of the people not 
iy refen'ed to—return to the more important 
ih of our subject, the rise and progress of the 
Ish drama. 

I a step in advance of the early religious Mys- 
\, B new kind of drama, called Mornls or Moral 
B,and subsequently, Moralities, became popular 

to the reign of llenry VI, They were so 
)d from the characters employed not being 
taralf as in tlie iniracle plays, but nllegoriciU or 
olical. These plays, however, did not entirely 
raede the miracle plays until the reign of Eliz- 
i. 

lother new species of entertainment called Inter- 
, which were short, pieces nf a highly humoroua 
iCter, and which, as the name implies, were 
ly represented in the interval between the feast 
'ht *' banquet," or, as wc should now term it, 
rt, were introduced by John Heywood, in the 

of Henry VIII. 

le oldest known comedy in our language, called 
Iph Roister Doistcr," was written by Niehola* 
I, Master of Eton, prior to the year 1557, and 
published in 1566 or the following year; but 
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1i Duke of Ghueester'a riayers. 

the earliest pluy which was regularly divided into 
act* and Menes, was tlie " Ferrex and Porrei 
Lord Buckhurst, which was pertbrmcd in 1562; 
vhiUtone of the earliest known companies of plajers, 
travelling under the name and patronage of one of 
the nobility, was that of the Duke of Gloucesteri 
afterwards Richard 111. The mention of these 
players occurs in the household book of Lord Howard) 
afterwards Duke of Norfulk ( Shakespeare 'e " Jockey 
of Norfolk"), at Chrletmaa, 1482-3, in the foUowiq 
terms — 

"Pleyers.] Item on Cryatemaa daye, my 
Lord gaff [gave] to iiij player* of my 
liord of Gloucestrca . ', . . . lij' mj 
There is, however, a still earlier entry, under date of 
9th of January, 1481-2, in the aanie MS., resiMJcUng 
the players of Henry Bouchier, Earl of Essex, who 
thus, so far as the evidence goes, is entitled to be 
looked upon as the earlle^ enuuurager of dramatic 
entertainments, such as they then existed. Tbe entry 
is as follows — 
" Item, to Senclowe, that he paid to my Lord 

of Essex men. ptuiers X'x?* 

Although we thus hear of tlie players of the Earl of 
Esitex twelve months earlier than those of the Duke 
of GJouceeter, it is very probable, as Mr. J. Payne 
Collier haa Rugi^sted,' that the Duke had set the ex- 
ample, for be was a ^eat bver of music, as well as a 
patron of the drama. Whilst Duke of Gloucester, it 
ie known that be bad a body uf Minstrels, as well as 
what arc called ".Shalme," attached to his household, 
and after he ascended the throne be was the first 
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' Fapera of the Shakespeare Society," vol. ii., p. S6. 
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h who issued an arbitraiy order for taking 
ith good .voices from the ohoirs of cathedmls, 
, order thnt they might eing in the Cbapel 
or for the amusement of the court.* 
le did Richard think when he was thus conati- 
himself the powerfii! patron of the players of 
, that ere long his body was to find an lin- 
ed burial in cur town, and his life and death 
10 immorlal theme of one of the grand produc- 
r the greateHt of dramatic jioets, and by which 
to be held up to the execration of all succeed- 

oogh both Henry VTT.* and Henry VIIT. had 
ro companies of actors in their pay, who, a» 
I the players of Uie nobility, travelled about 
mtry, representing plays wherever they could 
adequate reward, yet it was not until the reiga 
»beth that the establishment of a theatre, pro- 
iwalled, took place. v.^^ ^^ 

plays were frequently performed in theTialls 
lorations, but more commonly on moveable 
or ecaftblda erected iu the yards of inua (which 
Buolly bad galleries running round them on 
ory) or in the open air. 

Leicester the performances usually took place 
Town ball, the upper end of the hall being 
stage, and the hooks and pully to which the 



I 



of the Sbak«fipeai-c Society," p. 89. Sou aino 
" Annul* of the Stajie," vol. i., p. 34. 
ijf etiriou.H riitrifji (»(' ptLynicn^gi to pUyersi, miiirtri'lji, 
;., of iinlrfv-iin'ii nmi onr|i(iriite towtis, occur iimotig tlie 
Purne Expennen of Henry tte Seventh," priiited in tliw 
Its Historic V' i>p- 82-l%J. 
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curtain vos attnclici) may Btill be seen afBxcd to i 
of the beams of the roof. 

It is atatfid iliftt at this period few, if any, of 
thcatrcd liathuovtiiLblcscenes^ and that the mechanll 
of them Bcldoin went beyond a [Htinted chair 
trap-dtinr, whilst the want of scenery seems to 
been siippHpd by the simple expedient of writing I 
names of the tiifferent places where the scene 
laid in the progress of the play, and wliich were ■ 
played in such a manner as to be visible to 
audience:^ 

"The uir-blost vsflli>. round wliofo wbolexKoe emt 

The uiarilut, f2iiv»t of iiuiuui)>r, choHu bur nost— 
Tliti Tiireft-wulks of Ardui's ruirdoiimli), 
flTicre JAijues fed hi* Mililnry vpin; 
No pi'iic-it's aid ae yet liaj dar'd Hupply, 
SooD only by tbe inUJlectual eye." 

The profession of an «ctor bad now become a c« 
mon ono over the whole kingdom, and companteaj 
players acting :tii the strvants of the queen and of I 
nobility were constantly lravi.>lling round the count 
whilst, in order to restrain the number of itioei 
pcrfuriiicrs, an Act jKissed in 1572 "for the puniah- 
nient uf rogues, vagabonds, and sturdy beggars," pro- 
hibited all players wandering abroad, except players 
belonging to a baron, or a nobleman of higher de- ' 
gree, and authorized to play by licence under hia 
hand and sea]. A copy of one of these liccncesj 
granted by the Earl of WurcePler to his playere, will 
be found among our extmct^^ under date of 1583. 

The earliest visit to Leice-«ter of any of these oom- 
panics of players, of which we have any evidence, 
tot>Ic place in the year 1530, when a reward of 3a. Ad. 
was given to •' my lade prynces plears," being the. 
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ipany of the Princess, aftenrards Queen Mary, 

waa born on the 1 1th of February, 1516-17, and 
fore she had completed her sixth year, as Mr. 

^nicr informs us,' revels, including disguisings and 
ramaUc representations, were held in her presence 
id for her entertainment. The game writer informs 
i' that the King, the Queen, and the Prince had 
Bparate companiea of players, who acted before the 
Durt at Christmas; but be has not noticed, what our 
Kurds show to be a fact, that the Princess Mary had 
bo a company at this early period. 

The Princess's players again visited the town in 
le following year, as did, al(:0, those of her royal 
ither, Henry VIII.. who received a similar reward 
f 'As. 4iL from the corporalion. There is no evidence 
f any other company having played here until 1537, 
'hen payments were made to the Karl of Derby's, 

the I^rd Secrctary'g, and the Prince's (afterwards 
^^ward VI.) pkyen^; and it is only al'ter on intcr- 

1 of ten years, when, in 1547, the players of Sir 
lenry Parker, afterwards Lord Morlcy, were re- 
rarded, that payments to players become of regular 

ntial occnrronco in the accnunts. 
In the following year visits are recorded of the 
layers of the Lord Protector Somerset, and the 
jug's minstrels, and to each company a reward of 
t. was ^ven. 

In 1549 there was " paid to Lockwood, the King's 
ester, iij" iiij''," and similar payments were made to 
ha on other occasions during the life of Edward 
L; whilst, during the reign of Queen Mary and 



' " Aiin.-ils nf tire Stagtf," voL I, p. 89. 
' Ibid, p. 118. 
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pai't of that of Elizabeth^ his name, uiulnr iho d 
nation of "the (jucen'a jester, whoee name ia l^tk- 
wood," ia of iklmost annual recurrence ru the recipient 
of a similar gratuity of 'it. Ail., which, it would b& 
be was entitled, hy custom or otherwise, to claim 
his fee; for a aitnikr [tjiymont was maile to 
Queen's jester at Lyme in 1569, sa recorded in the 
tourn archives.^ This is a new name to add to 
those of Picf>lf, Will Summers, Archee Armstrong, 
and the other royal jestcra, whose names have codm 
down to us." 

Mary ascnndccl the throne in July, 1553, and 
shortly afterwards issued a proclamation for *'red 
ofprechars,pryntar3,andpIayar3,"and which fora time 
checked dramatic performances, which had previoiialy 
been used as a means to advance the principles of 
the Reformation. For more than two years, aayg 
Collier,^ the order appears to have been effectual for 
the purpose, after whlcli date the renewal of the* 
represculation of plays was attempted, not, indeed, 
in Loudon, but In the country. 

la the acctfiint for 1555 we have a solitary visit of 
the Queen's players recorded; for Mary, it appearSj 

' See Koberts's *' Social History of the Souilicm Couotus,'* 
p. 37. 

' John Hcywooil, oac of our early pi iiy-w rights, uid with 
wbom Sir Tbotnas Mure <]vlighu:'il to irKLliungti niuiiy a lively 
joke, wns A royal Jester at tlic courts cif Henry VJII. and hi« 
two dniijthlei:), ami \if. wais succeeded by ihe celcbniC«il />n4 
Tnrlrtnit, il« (iiietrti Eli/.aliplh'* jesler. We 6iid no mcutiori of 
Lochrood a\. the [>i3rJr)>], nn<] ditl tlie natod not iKrur KVeral 
limes in the acctiiinls we might xtipptixi; it to have Ijeen an 
error — Ueywood btiny lii* person intindvd— but this co uld 
DCi-t have been lb« cn*e. 

» " AnnalB of ibe Stage," vol. ^ p. 159. 
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till continued to keep up her domestic esmhlishuiout 
L>r court rovois and orit«rUii)iiicttt8 on the name fnut- 
as during the reign of Iier father.' We may be 

urcd chat the perrorinnncc on this occasion did nut 
oontun any " naughty and aeditions matter .. • v •'■ ■ 
to the slander of Christ'a true and Catholic religion,"* 
but it was probably one of the old miracle playSf 
which, as we hare alrendy mentioned, were revived 
during this reign to inculcate and enforce the tenets 
of the J-tomAn Catholic religion. 

In conaequencc of attempts to revive secular plays, 
an order was made in the spring of 1556 for the en- 
tire euppressioQ of dramatic amuscmenti!;^ and, with 
the exception of one other viait of the Queen's 
players in 1557 (and who were perhaps specially 
exempt from this order), no further enlries relating 
to them appear in the Borough accounts during 
Mary 'a life. 

• Soon utter Queen Elizabeth's acceseion, in No- 
vember, 1558, a« stringent meosurea were adopted 
against the representatiuu of the miracle plays and 
amilar iwrt'ormaucc^, which were calculated to im- 
pede the progress of the Reformation, m Mary had 
before adopted agiiin^t tltoee of an opposite tendency ; 
at the same time an impetus eccms at once to have 



> " Annda of the Stage," p. Iti4. 

* Letter from tbe Trivy Coune'd to tlic Earl of Stirerrr^litiry, 
President <>r tin: Monh, dtttvii 30ih of April, IA16, compliiining 
of "cerlmili lewd pcrmns to ihc nuuiber of mx or sercn in a 
eoai|MLD;, imtuiiiij: lbem»(.-lvc9 tu be eervuiila unto Sir Franda 
Leek, will wwiPiii;: Lis livery uiid badge on ihi-irsWvcs, (wb«) 
lud waDiJertKl abuut .... and repri;ec.r>ted cti'lAin plajs and 
itrterl tides." — Annait of the Stage, vol. i^ p. 160. 

• Itud, p. 120. 
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l>cen given to the re-establiehmcnt of the 
dramatic companies, but aome delay would oatur 
occur ere they visited tho provincial towns, as 
had done before their auppreaaion; indeed, a pr 
mation under the (Queen's hand waa issued on 
of April, 1559, prohibiting the performance 
plays and interludes * till Alhollows tide next cnsui 
probably to allow time for a due BUpervision of 
panics of players to he oiTangcd^, and which 
effected by a later proclamation on the 16th of 
Thus, in the first year of Elizabeth's reign, Her! 
jcflty'a company was tiie only one that visited the tof 
whilst the account for the following year clearly ir 
catcs the great impulse which dramatic p4;HbrmaiK4 
had received through the patronage of the Qnc 
gratuities having been given by the corporation, 
yond what was gathered among the audience, to thr 
companies of playera, being those of Lord WillougM 
Sir Henry Parker, aud Lady Suffolk. 

In 1561 the Queen's players again experienced the 
liberality of the corporation, and on tlie ts&iixe or % 
Hubsefjuent oceatiion money was aleo given to '•om 
jilayer that played alone." After this year tlie pay- 
ments to players begin to be of regular and frequent 
oceurrencc, and iu addition to tlioec of tim Qiii'en, 
the Earla of Oxford and VA'orcester, Lonl Kobert 
Dudley (afterwards Eai"l of Leicester), and viirioua 
other noblemen and gentlemen, whoso visits arc rc- 
cordedj wc have the first mention of uno of the com- 
panies of corporate towns,, the " Players of Coventry," 
having performed on "Twelfth Even," 1564, wbildt 
the "Players of Hull" made their first appearance 




Collier's " Aonolit of tliB Stage," tdL I, p. 1C6. 
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Juvenile Ptatfers, Minstrels and Musicians. 8 1 

on the 12ch of September, 1568, and were succeeded 
in 1574 by "the Playera that came out of Walee." 

At tbiB period also there were several juvenile 
cora[>amc3 of players, whose pcrformancea were very 
popnlar. Among these juvenile actora were the 
** Children of the Revels," and the choir boys of St. 
Paul's, Weatminsler, Windsor, and the Chapel Royal* 
all of whom represented secular plays, Shakeapcare, 
at a later date, has alluded to the popularity of these 
child-actors in "Uamlet,"' aa "an aiery of children, 
little eyases, that cry out on the top of question, 
and are most lyranuically clapped for*!: these are 

now the fashion, and berattle the common 

stages." Several paymenia to these juvenile com- 
popies will be found under various years in the Ac- 
counts. 

P lo this towu plays were in one instance at least, 
out more probably frequently, performed by local 
juvenile actors, for in 1564 there was " paid to the 
children that played under Mr. Pott, 5e.; " this being, 
doubtless, a dramatic representation by the scliolars 
of tlie Free Grammar School, of which Mr. PoLl 
was the master. 

Among the other payments about this time we also 
meet with frequent mention of the musicians or 
minstrels of various noblemen, and of the jesters of 
the Queen, the Lord Luughboi-ough, and others, as 
well as many entries respecting the waits and noble- 
men's bearwarda, to which we shall have later to refer 
when we come to treat uf those subjects. 

In 1582 the Queen's company of players, which 
had been newly formed in that year by the best 
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actors selected from the olhcr companiea' (one of wliau 
waa the celebrated Kicbard TarletOQ, and another wm 
Robert Wilson), visited tbe town ; and thej wew 
l^;[ull rewarded 101584. 

Two of the most curious and interesting document," 
)11ue!tratiTe of the hii«torj' of tiie etagc, which our 
archives contain, will be found trtLnscribed from ths 
Hall papers, under the year 1583. They relate to 
a dispute between tlie Miiyof and tlie Earl uf 
Worcester's players, arUing out of a quarrel wbiob 
took place here between that company and tbe 
players of the Master of Her Alnjedty's Kcvels; and 
they are valuable, if for nothing else, aa sUowbg 
the practices of these itinerant companies of actors OB 
viming a town, and also as containing copies of the 
licences granted to thera by their patrons. 

It appears from these papers, that on Tuesday, the 
3rd of March, 1583, certain players, who said they 
TTcre the servants of the (Queen's Majesty's Master 
of the Revels, came before the Mayor and two Other 
justices, at the Town Hail, and required licence to 
play, and for their authority showed an indenture of 
licence from Edmund Tylnoy, Eatj., Master of Her 
Majesty's Revets, of the one pan, and Goorge Hay- 
sell, of Wisbeach, in the Isle of Ely, gcnttemaa (the 
chief player of the company), of the other pan. 
I'cnmssion bcinjf giveo, the company remained in 
the town, in all probability giving pcrformancea each 
day, until Friday, the 6th of March, on which dale 
a note was appended to the above entry to the effect 
tlxat certain players came before Mr. Ma 
justices at the Hall, who said they were 
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TTorccster'a men, and asserted, that the aforesaid 
players were not lawfully imtborized, and that they 
had taJceo from them their commission (but which was 
untrue, for they forgot their box at the inn in Leices- 
ter. and so these men got it); adding that llay^dl, 
" the chief actor," was not here hiniBelf, and that 
tiiey had sent the commie^iuu to Grantham, to the 
said Haysell, who dwelt there. 

The other paper in also dated on the 6th of March. 
ftnd refers to an application for {Dermi&^ion to perform 
in the town, made by the Earl of Worcester's player* 
on the same day, either before, or, as seems more 
Ukely, subsequent to the former dispute, for, on this 
occasion, no le^^ than eight magistrates, in addition to 
the Mayor, were on the bench. 

After setting forth the names of the Karl's players, 
(who were Kobert Browne, Jamea Tnnstail, Edward 
Allen, William Harryson, Thomas Cooke, Kichard 
Johnes, Edward Browne, and Kichard Andrewes) 
ftlao an abstract of the tenna of their licence, the 
memorandum states that Mr. Mayor gave the afore- 
aaid players an angel towards their dinnorj and willed 
thcro not to play that day, as rJie time was not con- 
venient. About two hours afterwards they met the 
Mayor in the street near Mr. Newcomb's house, and 
again craTod licence to play at their inn; who told 
them that they should not ; npon which they went 
away, and said they would piny whether he would or 
no, and in despite of htm, with other evil and contem^t- 
tuoos wonis, of which seix'nd ]>er8on8 were witnessee. 
JIoreoTCr, iheae men, contrary to Mr. Mayor's com- 
nmndment, went with their drum and trumpets 
through the town, in contempt of Mr. Mayor, nei- 
ther would oome athia couuuaudmeiit by W o&t^\. 
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Tbe two men who to much abused Mr. Mayor wi 
WiUiam Patcson, Lord HaHwrd'a man, and Tho 
FowltoQ, the Earl of Worcester's man, prohalily two 
of the inferior actors who were sent round the town 
to give notice to the inhabitants of the intended 
performance, as neither of tho names appears in tho 
licence. The contumaeiouti players aHicrwiirds sub- 
mitted themselves, cxprewing sorrow for their words 
I>ast, and craved pardon of tlie Mayor, de^ring his 
worship not to write to their master against them; 
and BO, upon their submission, they were licensed to 
play that night at their inn; they having promised 
upon the sti^e at the beginning of their play to show 
unto the hearers that ihey were licensed to play by 
Mr. Jlayor, and witli his good will, and that they 
were sorry for the words past. ^^ 

The simple facts of this affair, which must &^^| 
dently Iiave caused considerable commotion in the ' 
town, appear to be as follow ; — 

The players of the Master of the Revels, on coming 
to the town, attend before tbe Mayor, produce their j 
licence, and, according to the usual course of pro- 
ceeding, receive his permission to perform. The 
Earl of Worcester's playere subsequently arrive, and 
finding thenjselves forestalled by a nval company, 
pick a quarrel witli them, and endeavour to make it 
appear that they are not licensed players; failing in 
this, and the Mayor refusing to allow them to per- 
form in tlic town, they set his authority at defiance 
iu the manner before described. 

It will thus be seen that tlic Earl of Worce: 
players were not the most quiet and peaceably die- 
posed individuals — they having had to beg tlic 
I for tlicir riotuDs conduct 
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li'un — and that they were not very scrupulous aa to 
the meaas they used lo obtain their object, wheu we 
find them eurreptittously taking possession of Oie 
licence belonging to the plajere of the Master of the 
R«vels,und then accusing them before the Mayor and 
justices with not being duly authorized to play, which 
charge, if proved, would have rendered them liable 
t(> 1)0 convicted and puuiehed as rogues and voga- 
bondsj for without such authority, 

*' Beggars tliej are, with nne consent, 
And rogues by Act of Partiameot." ' 

lu addition to tho general interest which theee two 
MSS. poBSCss, the latter ducument has aleo a special 
interest from its supplying some new facts connected 
with the early career of Edward j\ lien, or AUeyn, one 
of the moat eminent actors of the Shakespearian age ; 
who Buhscqneutly founded Dulwich College, and 
who at the jicriod of this transaction waa in his sevcn- 
teenlii year. 

Mr. Collier titates in hia " Memoirs of Edward 
AUeyn," that hiia father dying when he waa only four 
years old, his mother euhsequently married a person 
of tho name of Browne, an actor aa well as a "haber- 
dasher;"' and that, the eariiest date at which we hear 
of him in connection with the stage, is the 3rd of 



' Thc! QuL'ca'ii prucliLDiution of tlie 16tb Mdj, 1559, "forbid 
al mancT InterludeB to be playtlc, eytbcr openly or privately, 
except the smoq be iiuti6cil bcr^irukaiido. uud licnaed within 
aiuf vitie or tovme corporate by the Maj/or" .... wlit> waa coni- 
nuuidod "to Mrreat sod (jnjirJHon tbu purtieG ed offending for the 
space of fourteeue dcycE or more, m cauae shull n^de." 

* According to Hnlliwell (" Archaic Dictionary "), tbia word 
VM fonnrrly lued to denote a sotoohnaster. 
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January, 1588-9, when he booght for £37 lO*. the 
»hare of "playing appnrcis, play-books, iostrumenls, 
ant] other commodities," which RichardJones owned 
jointly with the brothers John and Edward AUe; 
and their step-father. 

It will be seen that our notice of him, as an actor 
and a member of the Ear! of Worcester's company, 
is ail years earlier than Mr. Collier's, whilst the docn- 
ment also coDtalns the name of Alleyu's step-father, 
Robert Browne, aa the head of the company, 
also that of Richard Jones, just mentioned, who 
also, doubtless the writer of the " curious letter " to 
Alleyn, on going abroad with an English company 
of players, which is printed in the " Alleyn Papers;"' 
in which work a\»o the name of James Tunstall, 
another of the company, appears as a witness to 
deed. 

With tbe exception, i)crliaps, of these players 
the Earl of AVurcester, the company which at this 
period most frequently viaited the town, was that 
under the patronage of Sir Robert Dudley, afterwards 
tbe all-powerful Earl of Leicester, wliich had been 
formed prior to the month of June, \559, when be 
addressed a letter in their behalf to the Earl of 
Shrewsbury, Lord President of the North, which is 
to bo found in Lodge's " Illustrations of British His- 
tory."' At the head of this company was Jomea 
Burbadge, tbe father of the celebrated tragedian 
associate of Shakespeare, 

These players were here on the 1 2th of November, 

lie follow 
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' Edited for tlie SbEtke8p<:aru Society by Mr. Cultior, p. 
' Vol. L, p. 307. 
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ear. On the I4th of June, 156V, a reward of Zs. Ad. 
given to tli(> Earl of Ijeiceeter's musictaris; and 
;n 1570 tJie sum of 88. (J'/, was paid to tlie Earl of 
Jjciccstcr'fi players more than was gatiiered; a gra- 
tuity being also prespnlcd to tliem on anotlicr visit 
in the following year. Ahotit the same time, proliably 
vhilflt on this provincial tonr, tliev had performed 
before Queen Elizabeth at SnffVon Walden — the 
Town Treasurer's accounts of that year containing aa 
entry of a reward of 2*. Gd. paid " Lord Leicester's 
men," whilst Queen Klizabeth was there.^ 

They were here again in 1574, on which occasion, 
either on their way here or in returning towards 
London, they visited [Stratford-upon-Avon, and re- 
ceived six shillings and eight pence from the town 
fiinds for their performance.' which was doubtless 
witQes.°ed by Williaio Shakespeare, who was then in his 
eleventh year, and who, as the eon of one of the leading 
bers of the cori»oration at that time, would, of 
, be admitted to witness the first performance 
uf the company at the Guild Hall, which was always 
"the bailitt''8," or chief magistrate's <*play," being 
paid for out of the public money. 




' Nielwlp'fi "Prog. YAtx." i., 281. vilit. 1823. 

* The ciitry is miolwl in Kiii^ftit's " Lif« wf Sliakaiieri'," 
(Pict. cdii.). p. 121, fnim tlio luwii ri'uurtlii, uui.li:r the year 
IA7S, but iut tile o\i tuwti uccuuntfl i!Xti;iiJi'(l dvlt portions 
uf ITTO }cars, viz., from MM^hnelnias in one year to the aamc 
festival in the ensuing; one, Mr. Knight Lns probably ([uoted 
all hi* extract* under the year when tlie account in which 
tbcj appear commences ; whilst our extracts are pWed utwler 
the jr«ar to which lliej actually bdongM far as intemnl evidence 
would esable us to clu.-t»iry tlioin; and this prnbahility i* coti* 
firmed hy «. cani\taxl»on nf otiier ftiitrii.-« ndaliitg to coiiijwiiivt 
of pLayen visiting, dike, StrHtford and Leicettcr. 
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Richard Burbage, 



It wos in this year that the Earl of Leicester 
tained for his conipany the first royal patent grani 
in this country to peribrmers of plays ; bhU from 
time, unless they were here in 1577' (when we hi 
merely an entry in the account of the gross 
given to "plcyara of entcrludes and to bearowards" 
this year, wiUiout the names being mentjoncd)^ their 
viBita appear to have ccaaed until 1585; they having, 
prohably, in the interim, eBtahlished thoinsclves per- 
mimently in London at the Blackfriura Theatre, 
which had been built by James Burbndge in 1575." 

The celebrated tragedian, Richard Burbadgc, or 
(as more commonly written) Burbage, whose name 
18 immortalized as the origitial repreaentativo of the 
lea<ling characters in the plays of Shakespeare, and 
eBpectally of that of Richard 1 1 1., doubtless performed 
in Leicester on many occasions about thia period. 
He was a member of the Earl of Leicester's com- 
pany, of which, as we have seen, hia father was the 
head, and for whose benefit, as already mentioned, 
their powerful patron had obtained from his royal 
mistress a patent under the Great Seal, dated the 
10th of May, 1574, fli a special privilege for hts 
own servants, .Jamca Burbadgc, Jolm Perkln, John 
Lanham, William Johnson, and Robert Wylson, to 
perform "comedies, tragedies, enterludca, and stage- 
playea," as well within the city of London, as within 
any cities, terras, or boroughs, throughout the king- 
dom.* 



' They visited Stratford-upon-Avon in this year (luuglJ 
" Shaksperc," I*ict. edit., p. 131). 
' Collier's "Annals of the Stage," vol. J., p. 226, 
' The original order under the PHvj Seal, dated 7th of '. 
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In 1589 this company, which performed at the 
Blackfriarg and Globe Theatres, was called "the 
Queen's Players," and, sometime anbsequently, "the 
Lord Chimiberlaiu's Servante," under which dcfllgnar- 
tions we find Beveral notices of their visitB to this 
town ; and, finally, on the accession of .Tames I., ihcy 
received the title of "the King's Players;" whilst in 
1 $03— ten days only after the public entry of .Tames 
into Ix>ndon — a patent under the Great Seal was 
granted to Ijawrenc* Fletcher, William Shaketpeare, 
Riehanl Burhage, and others, their associates, to play 
"comedies, tragedies, hietories, entcrludes, moralls, 
jiaatoralls, stage plaies, and such like,'' either at their 
aal honse, called the Globe, in Surrey, or "within 
nie towne halls, or mont halls, or other convenient 
ilacea" throughout his dominions.' 

Of the frequent viaita of Burbage to this part of 
the country, and of his thorough identification in the 
popular mind with the character of Richard III., 

us delineated by Shakespeare, we have a striking 
proof in the " Iter Boreale " of Bishop Corbet, writ- 

yten about the year 16^0. 

■ The witty biahop, passing through Leicester^ 

' visited the town of Bo&worlh, for the purpose of 
inopeoting the battle field, where the last of the 
Plaotagenets fell pierced with wounds, 

" Seeking fat Richmond in ttc throat of dcftth." 

le Bays— 

" &ltne hojt was full of ale and history, 
And on the inoirow when Uee brought us nigh 



1574, for the prcpamtion of thi; potent is printcil in atenio in 
>Uicr's ** Annals of the Stage," i., 21 1 . 
CoUIcr, vol. i., p. 340. 
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Where the two Hoies join'd, • • • 

• • • Why he coqM Ull 

The Inch whrrc niohmonJ stood, where KiL-liar<l ftiU: 
Bcsyrlcs what of his kimwkdjj^e tic could say, 
He laid avihcnticke ftulieejrom the play ; 
Which I might gueaae, bjr'ti uiutring up the ghodUt 
And policyea, not iucit)«tit to L<»rti; 
Uut chit^ity, by that one [>era|>icuituH things, 
Where Ac minlemie a jttutjirr fiyr a Idng. 
F(M- wheu hu should liavu tay'd, King Uichard dyed. 
And uoU'd' — A bunel u bond — he BurUidge vry'de/ 

Thus substituting the name of the player for that 
the character which he represented. 

There ia a tradition r.urrent ainongBt us Uiat Sliake- 
epeare himself perfonnod " witli a company of stroll- 
ing playera" in our town hall. 

We fear that this intercatjng tradition is not sna- 
cepdble of direct proof, owing, unfortunately, to the 
names of the players being so rarely mentioned in 
our records, but it. is, in all probability, true ; indoedj 
it accms difficult to account for the origin of auch a 
tradition without some foundation in fact. 

We have seen tliat Shakespeare waa a member and 
ahareliolder of the company ori^nally formed under 
the patronage of the Earl of Leiceetcr, and that 
these players frequently visited the town; portiy, 
perhaps, from their al!-powerfiil patron deriving his 
title from it, but etiU more from the fact that the 
Earl's sister, the Countess of Huntingdon, was a fre* 
qnent resident in Leicester ;' and from whom and her 
lord they would naturally expect couoteuanc^wad 
support in their dramatic performances. 




' At the E«tI of Huntin^dun's tflwn residejice, railed '* the 
Lord's Place," in Iliph Street, of which the lofty l«wec (now 
cased c^tt:rDally irith brick) li almost the only vosti^ 
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In 1585, when tlieur vieits were resumed after a 
temporary diecontuiiuuicc, the poet* who wa« ihea iu 
liU tweDty-first year, was doubtlees a member of the 
couijiaoy/ in which, four years later, bis uamc a|j- 
pears in a certlticate as the twelfth on tlio list, but 
in the liceuce of 1 603 it has rieen to the tiueund ptaue, 
beiug preceJeJ ouly by that of Lawrence Fletcher. 

Will it be drawing too wildly \x\ww the imagina- 
tion, to Mippuse it probable, that to the frutjuent 
presence of Hhakc8j)eare in our intereHtiug eld town, 
the world is indebted for the firBt genna of those 
poetic thoughts being itnphiiited in his mind, whieh 
afterwards produced those iuiperiii^hHble fruits of his 
genius—" Lear " and " Richard IIL" I think not. 

My hunented friend, James Francis Hollings, has 
alluded in his ''Koiuan Leicester" to the striking 
similarity which the wild ticenery described in *' Lear" 
bears to that of Chariiwood Forest, from which he 
believes it to be drawn;' whilst during Shakespeare's 
early career there were doubtless many aged persons 
living in Leicester, whose sres had witnessed less 



' Aubrey, writing in the year 1680, sajs, "This William, 
being inclineil naturally to poetry and acting-, came to Loadon, 
I gtuu aioul eight^vn [(./.abniit 1^82], and vin» on actor at one 
of th« pl«ylioiiiio«, and did iict ex«cedingly well." 

* He says, " To us it con he no unploasing mnttcr of suppo- 
siuon to imagine that, in luiditioo to his ofaUgutions to uur 
legendary history for th« plot of hisjireitt drama, the poet WM 
also indebted to localities in our neigh bourbood for pocliona of 
iUx-viiery, aud that the wild and dewlaie tieatb»of CliarDirnod 
Koreft were coiineutiHl in his imagination with that terrible 
ouLhtirct of anguifiU and devpair, dupliyed oiuldst the l^ry of 
contending eWnii^uts, in compariion with whivh the phrenxy 
of Cfidipos and of Orestci arc but fuot aod ijicSuvtlvc pur- 
traitoxei." 
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than a centnry before tlic imposing spectacle 
Richard's progrcM through the town st the head of 
his army, and had hcheld the hrutal indignities 
wards perpetrated upon his inanimate remains.' 

We may imagine "the poet's eye, in a fine frenzy 
rolling," as, with slow and meditative step, he |Miccd 
the scenes inseparably associated with this tragic 
episode in our country's annals; or — following the 
course of that ancient road,' along which the uncon- 
quereJ legions of imperial Rome had borne aloft 
their eagle-standards to Tictory — gazed with wrapt 
attention on the moeey portals of the abbey., doubtless 
conjuring up and depicting on the tablet of his mind 
the tIbIou of the fallen and dying Cardinal passing 
through them for ever from the outer world, when, 
suddenly hurled from his lofty pinnacle of greatness, 
he was reduced to appear as a humble suppliant even 
for a grave — 



^ Ourcouiityliistorian, Burton, ("Dcscrip. Leic," edit, 1777, 
p. 44), writing in 1622, »a^a, " The inbalutantit fol' Stoke, near 
BonworttJ have man^ occurreneea and pass!ig«8 jct fresh in 
inuitiory; by Teasoa Lbat some perHOfu Ibureabnuta, who aw 
tim )iaUl« futtji^lit, were livinji within levi thai) furty y<;arg, of 
which p-ersons myself ha.v« eteen sume, niiil have heari] of their 
(lis courses, tboiigli reiatetl by the secoLid hand." A Biitgular 
instance of a reiuole tradition, in connection with Richard III. 
passing through very few links down to the present gwin.Tation 
ia to be found id " Notes and CJumeB" (ISiIil). A correspon- 
dent writes. "I have an aunt, now eisbty-nine yeare of ag^ 
whu in early life knew one who wub in the bsbit of saying — 
'I knew a man, who knew a man, who knew a man who 
daittted at court in th^ duys of Kiehanl III.' 

" Thus there have been but thnx; links betwcca one wl 

knew Kicbard III. and one now alive." 
a 
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Ad oW man, broken with thw gtormB of etate, 
It CODLC to lay his weary bones stmoag ye, 
Give him a little earih for charity." 

-BUI our limits forbid us to linger upon this subject, 
however enticing its investigation may be, and we 
rill now, therefore, only add that the best assurance 
re have of the truth of our local tradition — and which, 
ideed, aftbrds us almost the certainty of direct prouf 
to be found in the recorded fact, supplied hy 
le Chamberlains' accounts, of the numerous perform- 
ances, extending over a series of years, which were 
feven in thia town by the company bo which Shake- 
Kieare belonged, under their newdesignatlouof "the 
Queen's Players," their visits on several occaslous 
taking place as frequently as twice a year. The 
natural conclusion is that even if not present in every 
^nstance, the poet-actor must, notunfrequently, have 
BakeD part in the representation in our towu hall of 
eorae of bis own imnaortal creations; and, insignificant 
ae the thing itself may be, it is surely something. 
Ten yot, to be able to gaze on the very puUey which 
revolved to draw aaide the curtain aod disclose a 
iliakespcarc on the stage! — the livings breathing 
)rm of him — the greatest of dramatic poets, the ter- 
"ccntcnary of whose birth a whole people., upon whose 
empire the sun never sets, is about to celebrate, and 
^no of the greatest of whose glories it is that tbeir 
id gave birth to that master spirit, who " was not 
an age, but for all time."' 



' It may not be duvoid of interest tc notice Iiere the fact, 
bit a Thomas Khnktspaarc, 'gcnllcmrin,' wiis an inhabitant 

LDltcnrorili in the early part of the reign of Jumea I., and 
rai not iui[irobdbIy u n-lative aa well aa a conteDiporary of the 



C94 Corporation Orders reaptetiitff Players. ^H 
The castom now prevailed of rewarding the Torio^l 
compamcs of playcre in proportion to the rank of 
their respective patrons — thus the Queen's players 
usuaily received a fee of 40j., those of the Earl of 
Worcester and of othera of similar rank 20s., nrhtlsC 
those of a baron or person of lower dej^ee had bat 
half that amount ; in special instances, however] these 
^tuitJes were increased. 

The frequency with which tlie authorities of Ui4 
town were called upon to pay fur tlie pvrformancM 
of theiHi itinerant curopaniest or to give them money 
in order to get rid of them without a performance 
under tlie Mayor'n auspices, was, at timed, evidently 
deemed a heavy tax upon their pockets, or, rather, 
pouches; and thus we find that on more tlian one 
occasion steps were taken to dimiaish the expenditure 
for these and other purposes by the iidopUon of regu- 
lations or bye-laws on the subject. As early as the 
year I0G6 the curjioration, by common consent and 
agreement) at a common hall, held on the 22nd of 
November, made " An Act against waisting of the 
town stock." This *' Act" set forth that " whereas be- 
fore this time the town stock hath been and is muoti 
decayed by reason of giving, carrying, and bestowing 
of great gifts, as well in the country as in the towne, 
to noble men and women, and also to others that 
have sundry times resorted to the said town of Lei- 
cester, and also at the banquets of venison, of gifb 
and reworda given to players, musicians, jesters, 
noblemen's b{>nrwards, and such like charges; and is 

pact. IIi« Bt^a-tui-e is nttacheil lo a letter ftildrtjuii-d by tLe 
•Utborities of Lutterworth to tb« Mavor of LeiuwUjr, in 1611, 
rvcpectin^ lb« plaga«, which k now before mc, and wbida i" 
given iu tbe Ap^wudix uader thai year. 
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:c daily to be more and more to be decayed, except 
rortnation thereof be speedily liad; thereibre it is 
enacted, 8fC., that from and aricr the said Hay there 
shall be no such great allowance paid, delivered, or 
allowed out of the town stoclt for any such expenses 
that shall happen, but that the Ppenders thei-eof, as 
at the Iwnrjiicta of ?enison, pUys, bear-hailirgSj and 
uch like, CTcry one of the Mayor's brethren, and of 
the ibrty-eiglit, beiug required, or having summons 
by the cxHimianduient of Mr. Mayor for tlie Urao 
being, to be there, shiidl bear every one of tliom his 
and their portion-" It further provided tluit no man- 
ner of gift should be given by the Mayor without 
nbe conacQt of four or five of the " ancients " of his 
brethren, and aa many of the "ancients" of the forty- 
eight, cxce[ft five sliiUings and under, wliieh the 
pAIayor was to be allowed to bestow "for tlie honour 
^of the town" as often ae occasiou should move him. 
This Act was confirmed at a comuiou hall, on tlie 4tli 
f January, 1570. 
Again, on the Ifith of Noveinher, l/iSl, wc find 
the following order made at a common hall : — " It ia 
agreed that from bcnceforlii there »hall nat Iki any fees 
■or rcwanle given by the chamber of thin lown, notrj 
any of the twenty-four nor forty-pighi to he charged" 
*ith any payments for or towards any hearward!*, 
T)car Iwiitings, playersj playa, eiitcrhiden, or gamecj or 
any of tlieni, except the Queen's Majealy'e or tlie 
■ I .ords of the Privy Council ; nor that any players b* 
suffered to play at tlie town hall (except [a?] before 
except[cd]), and tlien but only before the Mayor 
nnd his brethren, upon pain of 40*. to be lost by the 
Mayor that shall suffer or do to the conti-ary." 
Although tl.cse orders, when madej were "for, 
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ever to continue." custom aud tbe players appear to 
have been too strong fur Umm ; for, as the accouDti* 
show, thty frequently became more or leas relaxed; 
and ibeu a uew ord(;r to the eaiuu effect was again 
entered on the books, to be once more only partially 
complied with. Thus, by another order of common 
hali, ou the 30th uf January, 1606-7, the corporation 
agreed " that none of either of the two companies 
shall be compelled at any time hereafter to pay to- 
wards any playe, but such of them as tulmll be tben pre- 
sent at the said phiys: the King's Majesty'6playcrs,the 
QueenV Majesty's playere, and the young Prince hia 
phtyers excepted; and also all such p!»ycrs as do be- 
long to any of the Lords of his Majesty's most honour- 
able Privy Council also excepted ; to these they are 
to pay according to the ancient custom, having war^^ 
ing by the mace-bearer to be at every such play."^H 
It is not unlikely that, in making these restriction!^ 
on dramatic performances and other popular amuse- 
ments, many of the membcra of the municipal body 
were not solely actuated by the money question, but 
also, probably, by their peculiar religious views. At 
early period Puritanism had found its way into Lei 
ter, had gradually become prevalent among many 
the leading inhabitants, and was, at least, more prom^ 
ncntly exhi bitcd after Henry Earl of Huntingdon caij^H 
to reside here; for to his opinions and wishes — a^ 
thoae of the great man of the district — the corporation 
were very subservient; and hence they were pre- 
pared to enforce them on the people by adopting more 
striiigeut regulations for religious observancea an 
Wednesdays and Friday*, as well as on Sundajc' 
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This Karl was a zeiiluus Puritan and the acknow- 
ledged leader of the pnrty in the country, as hia 
brother-in-law, the Eavl of Leicester, was at court. 
Like other noblemen, he had a company of players 
among hia retainers, but hia chief patronage was given 
to " hot-headed " puritan prenchers, many of whom 
visited Leicester under his auspices, and, after holding 
forth in lengthened discourse at St. Martin's, were 
presented with wine by the corporation. This cus- 
toiu, in later times, when Puritanism became rampant 
in the town, was regularly observed towards every 
preacher who visited it: and their name was *' legion," 
as the accounts testily ; and, if we may judge trom 
these entries, they did not despise the "creature 
comforts," for. like Jack l^''aI3taff, they would appear 
to have cLuafled " an intolerable deal of sack." Pro- 
bably they found this neoessary to recruit exhausted 
nature after their prolonged aud energetic labours, 
when 

"Puljiit, druni ecdesiastiti, 
Wii* bent witli fist, iastvad of u stk'i-." 

In the cliambcrlains' account for 1622 there are 
no less than thirty entries of presents of wine to dif- 
ferent prcatihers — a gallon being no unusual quantity 
to be given to an indindual ! 

Altliongb the Puritans, as a body, were strongly 
opposed to what they termed '* the profnne and god- 
less " flrauscmcnts of the stage, these did not form 
the butt at which the shafts of their invectives were 
chiefly aimed ; ludeed, one of their writers, Stephen 
OossQO, in his " Schoole of Abuse, Contcining a plea- 
9unt iDuective against |K>et8, pipers, plaierg, iesters, 
and such like caterpiliers of the Commonwealth " 
(1579), admits that ** as some of the players are farre 
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from abuse, so some of their playes are without 
rebuke> which are easily remembered, ats qui 
reckoneJ." ....'•" These playes," he contiiuiea, 
good phircs and eweetc playes, and of all plays the 
best playes, and most to be liked, worthy to bo 
8oun<^ of the Muses, or set out with the cunning of 
iloeciiie himself, yet," he adds, ''ore they not fit for 
every mans dyet: neither ought they commonly to 
bn ahowcn." And John Northbrooke, a preacher, 
makes nn athnission to the aarae effect in his " Trea- 
tise against Dicing, Dancing, Plays, and Interludes, 
with other idle PastJiuca" (printed about 1577). 
In this extremely rare and curious work, which ie 
" made dialogue wise," the writer, in reply to the 
iutiniring qucttion of I'nuM, " Are there any other 
good cicrcisea?" makes Age say, " Yes, as schoUcrs 
to make orations, to play good and hontat comedies, to 
play at tennise, aud such like. Ac." Thus it probably 
occurred Ihat the Earl of Huntingdon, rigid Calvimst 
a« he was, still conformed so much to the fashion of 
his age as to have his company of dramatic retainers; 
and that the corporation of Leicester, notwithstanding 
their puritanical proclivities, still extended counte- 
nance and support to some of the companies of playi 
who vi:?ited the town at thia period. 

If, however, the Puritans, comparatively spealong, 
shot but a few bolts at the stage and its disciples, 
there were other popular amusements at which they 
directed a whole flight of barbed and envenomed 
shafts, and waged a war of extermination, and uttcdy 
without mercy. 

These objects of their aversion were, chiefly, the 
May games and niorris dances, which have been 
already described in coimectlon witli Robin H 
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Vlay. Northbrooke,inhifl "Treatise'' before quotedj 
■bus declaims agalost thcm:'^ — "What Siibboth dayefl, 
wbat other days are there, nay, what nightea are 
jHierjwssed without dauncing among a number at 
Bbis time? In summer eeason, honre doe the moste 
part of our yotig men and maydes, in earety rising 
and getting themselves into the fieldea at daoncing? 
What fooiishe toyes shall not a man sec among them? 
What vnchast countcnaunces shall not be vacd then 
among them? or what coales shall there be wauting 
that may kindle Cupid's desire? — truly none. . . Wliat 
adoe make our yong men at the time of May ? Do 
ley not vse nightwatchinge to rob and eteale yong 
out of other mea's grounde, and bring theiu 
kome into their parishe with minstrels playing before? 
id when they have set it vp, they will deck it with 
fltfures and garlanded, and daunco round (men and 
women together, moidte vnseemly and intolerable, as 
I have proued before) about tlie tree, liku vnto the 
children of lEraell, that daunced about the golden 
calfe that they had set vp." Douce,* treating of the 
,*noient English morris dance, remarks that "during 
le reign of Elizabeth the Puritans made consider- 
ile havoc among tlie ftlay-games by their preachings 
id invectives. Poor Maid Marian waa assimilated 
llo the Whore of Ilabylon ; Friar Tuck waa deemed a 
remnant of I'opery: and the Hobby-horae an impious 
^and pagan snperatitioQ ; and they were at lenglli 
■piost completely put to the rout as the bitterest 
enemies of religion. King James's ' Book of Sports' 
riestorcd the Lady and the Hobby-horse; but dimng 
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the Commonwealth they were again attacked by a 
new aet of fanatics ; and, together with the whole of 
the May fcativities, the Whitaun-ales, &c,, in mi 
part* of England degraded." 

In this respect wc find that the Leicester Puritaw 
of the Elizabethan age, hoth clerical and lay, were 
not a whit hfliind their confrcrcfi ftlsewhere in a 
zealous crusade against thoee amuscmeDts; which 
it must, however, be admitted, whilst pleasant and 
innocent enough in themselves, were, by abuse, 
doubtiesa made the cause of much immorality. Thus, 
on the let of .June, 1599, we find that a poor man, 
one Richard Woodshawe, a shoemaker, was gravely 
accused before the Mayor and magistrates of the 
town of having spoken in favour of these pastimes, 
and was thereupon bound over to take bis trial for 
this ofTcDce at the next assizes. Ilia accueera were 
Joshua Johnson and liichard Mosely, inmates of 
"Wigston'a Hospital, who deposed that on the prevlo, 
day tJiey heard W'oodehawc aay "that if we do li' 
we shall see other gates danciug and maying than 
now;" and also, that "the preacher wtii^ a liar, fj 
tJiat, in his Hcrmon} he aaid IVIr. Mayor causei 
maypolo to be taken down and cut in picceti', and th" 
the said maypole was pieced and set up again;" which 
was not true^ for it was not pieced, but thnt part 
which was left wae set up again. Woodshawe, on 
being interrogated ae to the words he had spoken in 
the " New Hospital," wlmitted having eaid " that 
within these six years it may be there will be more 
morris-dancing in the town ; " and it would appear U 
he bad subsequently disclosed "the names of the 
rls-dancors on Tuesday night in M^hitsun wtek lasC 
for we find among the Hall papers a list l\x\ 
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containing the names of eix persons, tbe last being 
" Richard Woodshawe, shoemaker, their ftccueer." 

The circumstances which had oocasioned tliia arbi- 
tnury diaplay of puritanic zeal are more fully espUined 
in the written defence, which Woodshawe at his trial 
in the following mouth hnudcd up to the judge — 
citlier Sir Edmund Anderson or Justice GlanviUe. 
He states that at Whitsuntide last past, Mr. Mayor 
gave leave to divers youug men of the town to fetch 
in a maypole, and to set up the same m the town; 
which they did, with shot and morria-dancers, but 
that his worship was presently incensed, for bo soon 
OS the maypole was set up he caused it to be pulled 
down agfdn ; and for that ** your poor oratof " said 
that within these six years he hoped to see more 
morris-dancing than ever he had seen; for that he 
hoard one Mr. Hunter say that " when he came to bo 
Mayor of Leicester,' he would allow a morris, being 
out of service-time;" whcrouponj and for the said 
speeches so uaed, "your poor orator," not meaning any 
hurt therein, wae, by Mr. Mayor, bound over unto 
the assizes, to answer tlie same before your lordship. 
He tlien begs the judge's gracious favour in hia 
behalf, that he may be released from hts bonds on his 
Just trial, and he was released accordingly. 

Similar arbitrary attempts of the Puritans to put 
a these favourite sports of the people led, a few 
8 later, to a eorious riot in the town, respecting 



1 Hie Mayor at this lime v/a.a that Thomaii Clarke, of the 
Blue Jtoar Inn, wtitisa noma has become famouB in conoecdon 
with tbe tTAtlition respecting Gicimrd III.'a bedstead. Mr. 
Haater bocomc Mnyor in 1 603-4, but we fear he wan unable 
to perform ihb promise. 
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which we have among the ITall papers several 
meats contaiDing some curious particulars. 

This collision between the populace and th 
thoritieaof the town occurred in the month of 
IG03, and the £rt<t information we have respecting H 
is to be found on a decayed fragment of paper which 
has origiually contaiufid a copy of a letter, without 
date, from tbit May^ir, Mr. James ELlice, to the Earl 
of lluntiugdoo, Lord Lieutenant of the County. 

So far as the very imperfect state of thin document, 
at its commencemcDt, enables ub to ascertain, wa 
gather Ihat tho Mayor "advertises" the Earl tliat he 
has taken upon hinieetf to apprise his honour's 
nephew. Sir Henry Hastings, on behalf of his lord- 
ship's brother, that much timber from hia woods was 
spoiled, stolen, and cut up, and brouglit to Leicester 
for May-day, without the knowledge of the Stewards 
of the Fair in their regular watch at night. " Now so 
it wag," he then proceeds, " may it plejwe your good 
lordship, the stewards notwithstanding, there was the 
same night many maypoles by an unruly band and a 
confused multitude of base people set up in the street, 
and the stewards' watch too weak to suppress the 
outrage." He then states that on the Sabbath-day 
(the first of May) all these unruly persons were 
gathered together round a maypole set up near to 
some place in Leicester, which we cannot ascertain, 
where he found a great number of people, who, in 
defiance of blm, were proceeding in their sports 
"with a most tumultuous uproar and outcry, until 
Sir William Skipwith' came in, and dealing mi 



' Hu hail n iniuinoD in tlie High Street, called 
Houao." 
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I what roughly, and laying hold of one Wood, a but- 

I cher, a most disorderly lewd person, brought him to 

me, whom I presently conimitted. Proclamation of 

I departure was made to the rude audience, which was 
then contemned, and seconded the next day with 
* morriccs,' and a great number of idle, rude com- 
pany, many of them armed with shot,'' following them, 
morniDg and evening, the whole toWD throughout." 
The Mayor concludes his letter by stating that he 

[thought it his duty to advertise his lordship of this. 
and to crave his assistance, ooontenance, and direction. 
The Earl's reply is not recorded, probably he bad a 
personal interview with tiie Mayor and others of the 
towu authorities., whose next proceeding appears to 
have been the collecting of evidence against the ring- 
leaders in the aSair. One result of fius step is to be 
found in the next paper, being a co]>y of the deposi- 
tion, or " Sayings of WiU" Saundersou of the Old 
{Le. Trinity) Hospital, beadsman," taken before the 
Mayor and Mr. GHllott on the 4th day of May. 

This witness deposcdj that coming towards Simon 
" Yng'a," or luge's, door in Leicester, be found divers 
women sitting tliere, on Saturday night, the last day 
of April, Symon Ynge then raging at the setting up 
of the may[ioIe standing near to his house in the 
South-gate ; and who said that they (meaning the 
maypoles) were suffered in no town but hero in 
Leicester. Whereupon he, the " Examinate," said 
that if the King did allow of them, then we ought 
not to gainsay it. " The King," said he (the said 
Symon Ynge), " I will obey Queen Elizabeth her 
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Shot" i« here iweil Bimply as tlenoling fire-arms, vhicli 
were dUchugud, as at the present day, its a Ergn of hooaiir and 
rejcHciag, and were not carried for the purpose of mtimidition. 
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Tbea eatd the ^Exauunate, " The Qat 

dead, and that her laws were now the King's laws." 
Then the eatd S^'mon Ynge answered again and said* 
" Tlie King had nu laws." Then &aid the Examinate 
to him, " Take heed what you eay, for fear of punish- 
ment, for hath not uur King made many knightfi by 
law, and sent out his writs by law, and mode two 
pieces of Scottish coin current here in England, and 
till by law." Saunderson was bound in the suni of 
£10 to give evidence against Symon Inge at the 
next asBizes. 

On the 11th of May wefindthc Mayoraddressing 
another letter to the Earl of Huntingdon, in which 
he craves pardon for his long silence, which might 
seem to be great negligence, especially being so 
honourably and worthily directed and advised in a 
matter of such consequence and great importance, and 
explains that the true reason of it was that he might 
the more effectually search forth and the more cer- 
tainly inform liia honour of the principal offenders 
and chief agents, as well abettors aa actors in the late 
tumultuous disturbance of their peaceable govern- 
ment in this corporation, of whose names, he udda, 
he has made a short catilogue, which lie presumes to 
present to his lordship, humbly beseeching that such 
exemplary punishment may be inflicted upon them, 
that othera may be terrified to offend in the like. 
The Mayor then states that whereas a rep<irt has 
since been su^egted that he had given countenance 
to the morris dancers, who so disorderly assembled 
themselves together, he assures his honour that it is 
and hath been far from him and his affection, fur, to 
hie grief, he sees daily theft set up bofui-e his eyes! 
tumult and confusion upholden aDil unpuuisbed; 
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Both former and present government disgraced. He 

phftd therefore made hie complniiit (being the mQUtU 
of all Ilia brethren), and prayed the aid of his honour's 
honourable place of lieutenancy, humblj deairing liis 
lordsltip's strength to be added to hie weakness, yet 
hia honour uhall ever £nd him willing and ready iu 
hJs place to further his Majesty's service eo fjr as 
cither life, goods, or will can estend unto. He con- 
cludes with the assurance that so soon as he shall 
receive the Earl's warrant and order for taking down 
these stolen maypolesj &c., his diligence in the epeedy 
execution thereof shall well appear, and so humbly 

.craving pardon, he also humbly tiikes his leave. 

B Then follows the catalogue above mentioned, of 
"the names of the morrice dauncers," consisting of 
nine pcraons, "William Johnson, servant to Mr. 
Hugh Hunter" (whose name it will be recollected 
occurs in the former proceedings in 1599, as in favour 
of a morris dance), standing at the head ; whilst the 
last is that of "John Wood, butcher," described as 

(•'a disorderly person; him (says the Mayor) have I 
bound with two sufficient sureties to appear before 
the judge at the next assizes." This was the same 
man who was seized and delivered to the Mayor by 

PSir William Sklpwith. 
We have then the names of seven others, being 
** such as were furnished with shot ; " and the cata- 
logue is completed by " the names of them that have 
been punished," compnsing sLs names, the last being 
that of " Roger More, late soldier." 

»We then learn that George Langlcy, painter, 
Bcknowledgcd liaving painted the maypole near to 
tiie Talbot, and for so doin^ was paid '2s. by tbc 
I before -Dtcutioned WiUiam Johuijon, Mr. Hugh Hun- 
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ter's sen'ont ; lie also said that ho painted the ma) 
Ijolc in the Humberatoiie Gate, and for thia he was 
paid a penny by one William Salofibury, servant to 
WiUiam Hunt, Cbainberlaiu of Leicester. From 
this it seema evident that aocie members of the cor- 
poration were in favour of rticao sporbj, and it is not 
improbable, uotwllhatauding bis disclaimer of the 
report to that effect, that the Mayor himself was 
eecretly favourably disposed towarda them, but was 
fearful of compromising himself witb the puritanic 
Karl. 

We are again without the Earl's reply to Mr. 
Mayor's letter, but, probnbly, by his desire, we find 
that some days later (on the ISth) Symon Yngc, 
against whom his accuser Saunderson was bound to 
appear at the next assizes, was himself interrogated 
before the Mayor and Mr. Gillott, as to the conver- 
sation that took place between liim and Saunderson 
on Saturday night, the last of April. Uia explana- 
tion y/sxa that he was sitting at hits own door, when 
Sauudereou cauio to him and said ho could not see the 
maypole at his own door for the elm tree standing at 
Pollard's door, and Saunderson asked him what harm 
the pole did, to which he answered not anything at 
all concerning the maypole ; and that Saunderson 
then said that maypoles were set up in all places as 
the King came, and that the King allowed them in his 
Ijook. Whereupon he (Symon Ynge) said he wished, 
Saunderson to be contented and let us be ruled by 
Mr. Mayor and the justices (the cunning follow I), 
adding tlmt be thought the King, as yet, had made 
no new laws, but those that were in the Queen's 
Majesty's time ; and that then Saunderson replied and 
8iud, " hath not the King mode certain knights 
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law, and alio allowed two Scotdah pieces of coin, the 
one of gold, the other of silver, to bo current in 
England by law," to which he answered nothing, 
and, to his remembrance, there were no further 
speeches between them. 

On the I8th a •' Common Hall " was held, but we 
h&TC no record of the result of the discussion on thia 
all-absorbing topic of the time among the towns- 
people, beyond a " Memorandum," that, " in regard 
of the manifold inconveniencea and disorders which 
we have seen, by experience, usnally to accompany 
the setting up of maypoles in our town, by reason of 
the multitude of rude and disorderly persons therein, 
for that reason they have been heretofore for many 
years forbidden and reeti'ained amongst us." 

During all this time the town was in a very di^ 
turbed and unsettled state, for, uotwithgtaudiog the 
proccedinga taken by the Mayor and justices, and 
tho very natural fear of the resentment of the 
powerful nobleman, then* neighbour, at their contu- 
macy against his authoi-ity, tlie people still wcmld 
not quietly submit to be thus depriveil of their old 
amu»Gmeutfl, for we have another record of further 
disorder and riotous conduct arising out of the taking 
down tho maypuh;8 by direction of the Earl, as sought 
for in the Mayor's letter of the llth of May. 

On the 19th of that month William Lcppirgton, 
the younger, slater, being examined before the Mayor, 
deposed that on Monday night, the 1 6th of May 
(after the niayi»ole was taken down in Belgrade Gate), 
Anthony Fletcher said to Mr. GiUott (who, as a 
magistrate, appears to have superinteodod its removal) 
" Who shall pay William Lcppington for taking down 
the maypole?" to which Mr. Gillott answered and 
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"willetl'* the said Fletcher to forbear his speech^^ 
and go to bed; whereupon Fletcber replied, "Wc^H 
I will cool you both (meaning Mx. Gillott and Tjep- 
pington) for this," He further deposed that the 
same Mocday night Agnes Watkin, the wife of John 
Watkiu, of Leicester, shoemaker, eaid to hioi, " Thou 
art iike unto like, us the ileoiil saijd to the Collynr."^ 
I Ou the Ifitli one of the King's messengers arrived 
Willi four proclamations " by writ under his high- 
nese's acal," dated at Westniitister thu 9tli of May, 
one of tlmra proliibiting "all bear-baitings, bull- 
baitingg, intcrlud<?fi, common playe, or other like dis- 
ordered or unlawfiil exercises or pastimes to be kept 
or U861I upon any sabbath day ;" and ou the 20tH a 
proclamation, equivalent to the modem "Riot Act," 
was read to the people, but even this did not eSectu- 
ally put eome of them to silenec, for on the following 
night Thomaa Tyera, being in the Town Hall, said 
in tlie hearing of several pcrBone that "he would see 
Mr. Mayor hanged as high as the top of the ball (the 
TFickod wretch !) before he would be at his command, 
other for the cutting down of majrpoles or anything 
else." 

And on the same night that contumaciows and dia- 
orderly rascal, John Wood, the butcher, who did not . 

' A oomic interlude or tnorol-pla;, by UJpian Fulwell, -was 
printed in 13C^, entitled " Like will to Like, quod iUa Devil tn 
ihe Collier;" ami in Henslowp's "Diiirj," {p. ISl), it in i^tateil 
Ihftt on the -IHlh of Octnlior, 1600, the Rarl nf Pemhroltc'fl 
men played n pit^cc at tic Rose called "The Like unto Like." 
Butler evidently refers to this proverb in "Hudibra*," (cnnto 
ii., I. 350), when he says, *' As like ite devil m a collier." We 
do not find it, liowover, in eitlier Kelly's "XVoverbe of all 
Kalions," or Holm's "UandI.oi<k of rrovcrbs." ITic latter 
gives " Like to like, as Naii to NiclioUs." 
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care for either Mayor or kaiglit, had the audadty to 
deliver these speeches tu Mr. Mayor himselt", namely, 
" that he henrd one say unto him, that Tom Peetall 
should report to one sitting upon ti bulk* in Leices- 
ter, that talked ol' Mr. Sacheverill, that the said 
Mr. Sachevorill was above Mr. Mat/or;''^ and Wood, 
nothing daunted, tcild the Mayor to his face chat lio 
"did enougli to make the whole towa to rise against 
him," adding, that he {the Mayor) and others "had 
done him wrong, but he would be righted, or else he 
would spend twenty pounds." 

Rude and boisterous as John Wood, the butcher, 
was, we may, perhaps, according to his light, and his 
own belief, set him down as a roufj^h, uncultured 
patriot — one who, at all hazards, stood up in defence 
of the rights and liberlica of himself anrl his fellows, 
which, he felt, were iinjnstly invaHctl by the people 
being thus precluded from the enjoyment of their 
old accustomed sports, through the narrow -minded 
tyranny of a set of higotted fanutiw,* who, in the 
words of Butler, — 

' The stflll or open frcint of a shop. The front of a butcher's 
efa(^, where Uic mshi a laid, Sg edU called n htdkar in Liccoln- 
elure. — ILu.i,iwei,i,. 

' In ICU— ilic year bt'fijro the Puritan inhabitaata so bravely 
defended the town against the Uoyol forces — we fiuU the two 
llouivi of I'arlianii^Dt piLieing ai\ Act whlcli nvK I'liriii iJiat 
" l>ccuu»e [ho prophauulirin of the Lorcl"^ tlay liailj hwa Iictu- 
toforv preatly oL-casiuncd by maypnlcs (a hc,iilhciit«h vanity 
generally abused to Buperslition rmil wickedness) the Lorda and 
Caoimons do further ordi^r and ordain that all and singular 
ntaypoles, that ore or shall be erected, shnll be taken down and 
Hiaovcd by the constables, borsholdci-s, tythin^m*'ii, netly 
cofMtA'bleA, and ehurcbwarclGiis of the pariaht^ji when; tht! nunc 
UMy b<?; and tUut no innypole shall be hervafttT itet up, «rect«l, 
or suffered to h^ witliiu this kingdom of England or duminioci 



1 10 May-day Riut at I^tcetter, 

"Were 90 pervente ami opposite, 
A» if tb«y woniiijip'd G<k1 for spite. 
Tbat witb uiurtt kd^vk kvcp holy-diijr 
'llie wrong, Uhlti otht-rn tli« right way : 
QuiLrrel witli miiic'd piw, wid JitpiirNjiv 
Their best and dcunrst friit-ml— plum-ptrri<lg«i ; 
Fat pij; and goose it»elf oppRse, 
And blnsphcme muUrd throxigb tlie DO«e." 

And, witliout much exaggeraUon, we may pcrhiips 
look upon iiim as a sort of prototyiie of Gray's rustic 
patriot — 



"The village Hampden, that wirh dauntlees breast 
The littla tyrant t>f hid fields withstood." 



I 



But we have not yet done with the commotions 
and complications arising out of (hia May-day busi- 
ness; for we find Mr. Nntb.-iniel Sampson, the master 
of Wigston'e Hospital' (of which the Mr. Sacheverill 
before mentioned was Confrater), brought before the 
Mayor and justices for words in his sermon on May- 
day, spoken in dispan^emcnt of the state of things 
under the new mic of King James, who had snc- 
oeedcd Kliaahcth on the preceding 24th of March, 
and who, as is well known, was favourably disposed 
towards the popular sports of the nge. In this trans- 
action we again find the name of Mr. Thomas Huntrr 
holding a prominent place — he being, in all proba- 
bility, the leader of the more catholic party in tlic 
municipal body, and upon whom the Mayorality waa 
conferred at the next election. This charge against 



of Wales," &.c^ &o. Well hibt a recent writer esci; 
" Merry rrn iis ! what nii nrniy tn pufj down n poor maypnlcl 
Soanb's AVw Curimitifi o/ LitKnavre, vnl. i., p. 247, note. 

' Some particulars respecting him will he found in tbc body 
of the work. 
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the Pnritan preacher was preferred by *' Christopher 
Walton, gentleman, eervant to the Klng'a Majesty,'* 
who, in his examination on the I9th of May, before 
the Maj^r and Mr. Robert Ileyriok, said that on the 
same morning he heard Mr. Hunter report •* that 
John Knight, of Leicester, tanner, should say, that 
be heard !Mr. Sampaon, in his semion, say that gold 
is turned to ailveVf silver to brass, and brass to dross" 
Mr. Sampson '•' ie charged with tliese speecheB,, and 
utterly denyeth the some;" whereupon Eichard 
Tydesdale, " Comer of darsey," deposed that ** upon 
May-day in the afternoon, at the sermon in St, Mar- 
tin's church, in Leicester, he heard Mr. KatlianieL 
Sarapeon in his Bcrmon deliver these gpeechea, viz., 
' that we liave had a golden world these 44 years,' 
and from gold to silver, and from diver to braas, and 
firom brass to iron, and from, iron to clay."' It does 
appear if anything further was done respecting 
charge, but among the papers connected with it 
18 one wnttCQ in a very bad and illttcrato hand, con- 
tajning the following rude lines, evidently intended 
for rhyrac, but written without regulanty in this 
respect : — 

" The first of May, 
Being the SabbiUb day, 
In Queen Mary's litiie 
It was a liilver miue : 
And in Queeii EiizalieLb'.i tiim* 
A gulJeti aniK ; 

AiiJ iiow it IB call'd /' 

A Icadtu miuc ; / 

Woracr lliaii fupjier, ' ' 

A drossy mine. 
God save King Jnmes tiic First anil of Scotljuid the VI." 



i.g. (liiriDg Qu<.t:n KliKabctb's r^-igD. 
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The minds of the common people of the Shakt 
"Bpearian age were, undoubtedly, greatly ttn«ettlc 
from the frequent ehangcs which had hoo-n taking pli 
in rctigion and government, and were full of fiu|M!rstU 
tlon and the belief in strange and absurd pmphooiei 
which were eagerly caught up, and epruad froai mout 
to mouth, telling of fearful thiugs to come, belbr 
the happy returu of the golden age, which wns ei 
pccted to take place; and when it was to be "i 
pleasant golden world." 

Among the extracts are a few which we have se- 
lected rather as illustrating oUusjodb made by Shake- 
speare to the u&agcs, mimDer3,and superstitious of his 
timCj than Jrom any direct bearing which they have 
tipnn onr subject. 

The t'oreinot*t of these in importancG and inter 
are trangcnpts of the depositions of vartons inhabit- 
ants taken before the magistratc« of tlio town, In 
October, 1586, relating to a sujiposed prophecy of 
Merlin^ and the then expected execution of Mary 
Queen of Scots, who had been brought ae a priK>ner to 
Leicester on the preceding 23rd of Scpieniber, and 
remained two nights, on her way to Fotheringhay 
Castle, to be put upon her trial ; and it is a singular 
coincidence that thnt event took place on the I4th of 
October, at the very time that tliese persons were 
being examined at Leicester, touching reports con- 
cerning her. This unhappy Queen had previously 
been brought to Leicester in November, 1569, and 
then, as on this occaeion, was an inmate of " Lord's 
Place," ilic Earl of lluQtJngdou'e manisiou in High 
Street, and it was, of course, owing to her preseooe 
here in 158G, that thci^e "prophecies and sayings'* 
became au rife iu the town. 
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The otiier extracts refer to the " Gossips' Feast " 
at chnsleutugs, tlie use of the iiaiue " Kmmaauel " 
at the top of lettero, &c. 

Merliu, the supposed autlior of these prophecies, 
wa^ u British magician, living about the ^ear 500, and 
was (ieenied the jjrince of enuhanters — one who could 
outdo the vuch^Lntmcntfi uf ull others, but who, at 
lengtl), feU a victim to one of his own spells, through 
his misptftceil confidence in a lovely, but vaiu and 
wicked wotnaii. 

GeofFrey of Monmouth lias written the fabulous 
history of Merlin in his British Hiptory, and the 
wizard was a ])roininent figure in the ancient, ro- 
mances of chivalry, telling of the wondrous deeds of 
King Arthur and the Knights of the Kouud Table ; 
and he hns been the ihcuic of many a poet's song 
from that age to our own. 

Spencer says, 

"It Merlin wM, irhtcli wliylomc ilifl Mccll 
Ail living wiglit«* in might of iiiagii.kc spell."' 

And our present Poet Laureate describes him as, 

" The most faraoua man of »11 those times, 

M«rlin, wbo knew the range of all iheir arU, 
1\m\ built tlic Kiug Ilia Lavens. E^liipn, aci<l liidls, 
Whn u-Uii Uiiri], «nd kiit^w tUc Nlarry hesvcius; 
Tlie jiwdjile uallwi LJiii Wijenrd."'' 

Whilst even at the prcseut day there are not a few 
ignorant, superstitious people who still are credulous 
enough to put faith in his prophecies, and those of 
his modern representativea, "Raphael" aud "Zad- 



' Fnerie Queene," book i., c. viii., 36. 
'Idylls of cbo King," p. 102. 
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kiel;" among wboee disciples, a year or two ago, 
was a London Alderuian, whoactuHlIy took occasion, 
on tlie bench of juetice, to draw public attention to 
wliat he believed to be tbe fulfiluieiii: of the prophecy 
of one of thciio itutHjstors, foretelling the decease of 
the lamented Prince Consort. 

A native of our own county, who, aa regards hia 
birth, waa ci»nteDiiK>ranenu8 with Shakespeare, after- 
wards, huname fnaiouB as an asti*o]oger and prophet. 
Thia ^vaa i\\p. celebrated, or ratlier the notorioua^ 
WilHaiD Lilly, the friend of £lia» Ashniolo, who W^H 
born at Diseworth, near Castle Donington, in 1602, w^ 
he tells ua in his curious and amusiuf^ autobiography,' 



ne pciiii ua in nis curious anu amusing anHiDiograpny,^i 

Ho ifl termed by Butler, in hia '* HudihniB,'** tl^f 

''Englieh Merlin;" and he figures, at Jeugtli, in th^H 

;nff 



third canto of the poem aa the " Sidrophel" of tht 
same inimitably facetious writer. 

The first person examined before tlie Mayor am 
others, on the 1.3th and 14th of October, 1586j re- 
specting tliesc pretended prophecies, was one Charles 
DabignoBj who, in reply to the querfiona put to him, 
said that on Michaelmas even, "or some other night 

' It aeeiued in accordance with "the etema! fitness of 
thinge" that Castle Donington should poBsess a conjurer wlio 
hnd jjower over the evit spirits, ibr a rare traL-t by Pliilip 
Stubbes, mitlior of the " Aimtomy of Abuses," informs us how 
"Ihe devii very Blj-nngely upppnrwl" in June, 1581, to a 
wiiinnn ii»iiie<] Joaue Bowser, dwiJIing at that place, tlic inci- 
ilvnts of wbiuh event ure sot furlh iu ft Long poem hi wbicli 
following advice is given — 
"And now, O gi^nllt! Donington, he mindful vet of inc, 

Vl'ba bavQ with pained cuntriuetl this eauo f(fr louu 1 bcareJ 
thee. 

Abandon, then, outof thjrBtreatfsal] tnirtlieaudminstrdsi^ 

Ko piper?, nor nndnuncere vile, m thee let czlant be.' 
« Part I., c. ii., I. 346. 
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tbcreaboutft,** lie came home about eigbt or nine 
o'clock, when he threw away two or three egge which 
his master bad ordered to be given to him, " to roast *' 
for his Ruppcr. lie then went on to say that he heard 
Edward SawforJ, " the Embroiderer," say that if tlie 
Queen of Scots were put to death (as it was sup- 
posed she should be) there waa ]ike to be very great 
troubles in England, and tliat if there were any buch 
"hurly-burly,"' it would go hard with the gtrangera 
now in England. Also, that the said Sawford told 
bitn that Merlin eiiith in Iilf! book, that after guch 
troubles ended, then it would be a plcaeant, goldeu 
world; and, further, that if there were not present 
remedy thia Farliaincnt fur the rulief of the poor, he 
supposed that the common pflople would liae, or 
great em would be; and that Merlin's prophecy was 
tliat troubled should come about Windsor. Dubignon 
then inquired of Sawford how he knew this, and 
whether he had Merlin's book, to which he said *' No," 
but he heanl it of "a very friend" of Ha, and that 
the book was in Yorkshire. 

Another person, one William Byard, but who was 
commonly known as *' Old Byard," was charged with 
having said that in the reign of Queen lilizabcth 
men ahould be " breeched like bears and coated like 
apea, and women painted like images to behold great 
pride and lechery, in young and old great talk of 
God and no deal served, nor any of his laws much 
regarded ; faith and buncsty most hated ; with flat- 
tery abundantly, carrleth away tlie victory, but God, 



' "Wbcn liie hurlj/^Lurht's ilunc." — Macbeth, net i., se, I. 
Thia word is l■^]l1aiIu-li \>j I'liu-lumi, in lii* " O.irdeii of KIo- 
^UCfiCe" (1577 J, lu ■Jjfiiif^ing nn vprwtr, ur lujiatltiuna thr. 
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of his omnipotencT, will not so fleludcd be." 
was nlflo accused of having said that "alter Michad^ 
mas a l^orliamcnt should be holden, wbereuoto ma^H 
should come of the noblemen, and some not coni^^ 
and they tliat did come should commune of such 
matters as tlioy came for, and not agree ; insomuch 
diaL liicy shall fall at square, and gome blows shall 
be given, and so should part every man to his home. 
Then should they go together on the ears within 
themselves; insomuch that her Majesty should be in 
such fear that she should flee into Wales. Th ea 
should the enemy approach the land, and proffer j^| 
many placps, and where he proffered most to me^^ 
least to enter; hut at West Chester the enemy fahonld 
enter and invade the land, and the crown won and lost 
once or twice. Then should such as have racked 
rents and wronged the poor, and hoarded up their 
corn, go to the post; and three battles fought, one 
at West Chester, the other at Coveotry, the tlurd at 
London. 

" Then should a man and a boy be ploughing, and 
shall see a man clothed in black, bare-headed, running 
over the field; the boy sliall say, 'Master, who is 
yonder?' The master shall say, *A priest, let us kill 
him, for it is they that have brought all this trouble' 
Theu, iu theu' gi^atest trouble, should a dead man 
come, and, after his name shall be known, all shall 
run until him ; ho nhall give unto ovinry man his own 
wife and liiud, and chall set four rulers iu the laud; 
then shall he go forth and conquer, and never ceaee 
till he come to Jeruealcm, and there die by the will 
of God, and be buried between the three Kings of 
Cologne." Mjiny more particuLirs respecting Merlin 
sod bis prophecies, King Arthur, Queen Elizabeth, 
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and the events which were to come tn pass — when 
raea "sliould l)c eoatvd like ajies, and breeched like 
bears" — as rehearsed by " Old Byard," will be found 
in another lengthy deposition, among the estractd 
under this year, signed by Charles Dubignon, but to 
which our space will only permit us to refer; and it will 
also be seen that the parties accused were brought be- 
fore the judges at the aasizea for trial on the charge. 
Shakespeare twice alludes to Merlin and hia pro- 
phociea- In " King Henry IV.'" after Owen Glen- 
dower has been descanting on the "omens and portents 
dire," which heralded bis nativity, and Hotspur's un- 
believing and taunting replies to the chieftain's agser- 
tioDB, the poet, gn Mortimer's eaying, " Fye, cousin 
Percy I how you cross uiy father," makes Hotspur 
tbua reply — 

" I cannot cbAOsc : Bometiities he nngers me 
With («liii!g uiij of the tn(>IiJwar|> ami the :int, 
Of the tlrr-nrarr MrrUti ami. his prophecies; 
And of > ilri^tiii auiil u Unless fish, 
A ciip-wiiigM jfriffifit anil n tnoultun raven, 
A couching luiti nrid a ramping cati 
And sucb a dwil of skimble-skamble rtuff 
As puts tne from my faith." 

And again, in "King Lear,"* he makes the fool 
say — 

"1*11 speak a prophecy ere I go : 
When priests are more in word tban niattur; 
When brewers mar tlieir mall with walvr ; 
When nobic« arc thi-ir tailors' tutors ; 
Ko heretics burr' J, but wenches' suitore : 



' Part 1^ »i~t iii., gc 1 . AplayeiititIed"The Binhof Merlin," 
the GrHt known edition of which w&s printed in KJC2, has been 
attributed to thr joint la-bours of Shakeape»re and Itowley. 
It will be found amongst Shakespeare's Doubtful PUys. 

* Act iii., sc 3. 
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When etery case in low i» ri^rlit j 
No sfjuire in debt, nor no poor knight ; 
H'ben Hluiflen do not live in tougitea ; 
Nor cutpurMg come not to liiruiit'* i 
>Vbcu ueurcrs lell tlii-ir gold T tbc field ; 
And liuwds an<l vrltortut do tbiirchua build ; — 
Then ehall tlic rutilin oi* Albluii 
Come to great «onfu»ion. 
Thfii comes the time, who lives lo Bee% 
That guiDg .thall be used with t'oet. 
This propbec/ Merlin »hall raulce, (ta I live before his tii 

This witty satire was evidently levelled aj^aiost the 
"prophecies" attributed to Merlin, which were tlie^^ 
prevalent amongst the people, and it is even not ii^^J 
probable that it may have been prompted by the ViiTy 
one for discussing wliieh some of the inhabitants of 
this town were taken into custody; for the play of 
*'Kjng Lear" appears to have been composed during 
Elizabeth's reign, althuugh not printed until that 
her euccessor. 

Whilst Shakespeare thus pleasantly directed the 
shafta of" his ridiculo against these idle prophecie. 
Lord Bacon attacked them in a graver uiaoDcr; 
deed, the statutes directed against them In Shat 
speare's day aliow that the effect which tliey had n[: 
the people was very considerable, and not to be d 
pieod by their rulers. 

In his essay "Of Prophecies," Bacon, after quoti 
" The trivial prophecy which I heard when I wna 
child, and Queen Elizabeth wag in the flower of h 
years. 
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which he Joes not scruple to explain iu a way that 
might diaarm public apprehension, adds, " My judg- 
ment ia that they ou^ht all to be despised, and ought 
to serve but for winter talk by the fireside; though, 
when I Bay dcspiacti, I oiean it as for belief, for other- 
wise the spreading or publishing of them is in no sort 
to be despised, for they have done much mischiel'; 
and I see many severe laws made to guppress them." 
Passing on to another subject, we find in Shake- 
speare's " King Henry VI."^ the following dialogue 
between Jack Cade and the Clerk of Chatham — - 

** Cade. Come hither, sirrah, I must exomitic thee. What is 
thy name P 

CUfJt. ErnvKiniKi 

liitk. Tlicif use to torite it tm the top ofUttfra ; — ^'twill go hard 
with yon. 

Cadi:. Let me aJono. Doat thou u»e to wntfi ihj name? 
or haiit tlioa a mark to tlijself, like an lioaeBt, pluD-tleoling 
manf 

Clrrk. Sir, I thiuik GoU I have been so well brought up tliiit 
I van wrilo my rnmei- 

AU. Ue IiBth vunfi^sitml ; away with liim ; be'« e, viUaia and 
a traitflj". 

Cade. Away with bim, I mlj ; bang him with his pen aod 
inkbom about his neck." 

In an article on the character of Jack Cade, in the 
" Papera of the Shakespeare Society,"* the writer — 
in reference to the clerk's name, '* Emmanuel," and 
Dick's remark thereupon, that " they use to write it 
on the top of letters "-^-observes, *' The commentators 
appear to me to have taken imnccesaary pains to ex- 
plain this passage. Is it not merely a piny upon the 
w^rd manual, or sitfn manual^ to this day written at 



' Fart lU net iv^ >c 3. 



* VoJ. ui^ p. 40. 



120 The Name « EmmanueV 



tthel]^^ 



JO 



the top of King's or Queen's letteT$ f " Now at i 

of the extracts from the town accounts for 1578 ami 

1594, we find the name " Emmanuel" nctually written 
as well as on many others of the rolls and also at the 
tap of many letters of the period to be found amongst 
the Hnll papers. Sometimes the name " Jeeus" ia 
written in Heu of " Emmanuel." Our local recoi 
thas afford positive proof that Shakespeare was 
thiB, as in many other instances, plainly referring to 
a well-known usage at the period vrhcn he wrote^j 
bnt which has since become obsolete and forgotteij^^ 
and that no far-fetched ex|)lanation of the commen- ' 
tators (as in its supposed derivatioa above quoted) is 
needed in place of the contemporary proof of eiistcnce 
of the custom in his day. 

Otiier Shakeapeariau allusions will be found illt 
trated among the extracts und the notes thereon, 
the "Gossips' Feast," the term "Hareiinder,'' "Sho^ 
vel-board," &c., but which our limits will notpei 
us further to notice here. 

Notwithstanding the etrong Puiitan party among 
the rulers and inhabitants of the town, it ia evident 
that the accession of James I. and his warm personal 
patronagocf the stage,' as well as of many of the rud^^l 
pastimes of the people, had given a greater impetnV^ 
to theatrical amusements here, as well us In other 
parts of the kingdom — for, whatever fashion may be 
set at court will always be followed — as is evinced 
by the greatly increased number of payments to com- . 



;nce 

I 

iho- ' 



' Mr. Peler Cunningham, in tlic Introduction to his "Eslri>< 
from the Bevells Accounts" (p. xxxiv.), etntes that "ch« nc 
King saw^' liinet as many piags in n jea.r lu Queen Elizabc 
vrts accustomed to itsa." 
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panies of players recorded in the town accounts in 
succeeding years. 

The chief of these companies were those of the 
King (of which Shakespeare was a member), the 
Queen, Prince Henry, and the Princess EHzabel-h 
(afterwards the celebrated and unfortunate Queen of 
Bohemia — the fascinating *' Queen of Hearts" — 
who was 90 greatly beloved by the EDglish people'), 
aad, in addition, those of numerous Qoblemeu of the 
period. 

Although under the influence of this court patron- 
age of the stage, the more libeml-minded party in 
the corporation were strengthened in their support of 
I>opular amusements, the I'uritan members of tiiat 
body still seem to have manifested an aclive oppoai- 
tion to them whenever they had the opportunity of 
eo doing; for in many instanceg these companies of 
players had a "gratuity" given to them, and were 
not suffered to perform. Thia course of proceeding 
is especially marked in the year 1622, when, as wo 
have already noticed, a great number of Puritan 
preachers came to the town, and had wine presented 
to them at the public expense after the '* exercises " 
at church, when we may readily believe that the 
King's "Book of Sports,"" then recently put forth, 



* It was upon this unhappy larty thnt Sir Flenry Wotton, 
hifr iif.tACrWd srervant, cortipiKrwd hit well Vnown lines, "You 
inirii]i):r hvnTitii'soi"tIieninl)t." She visited Leicester on several 
OCdwiorm in ln>r t'iirlii;r dnyn. 

* It mtg on the 24t.h of fkln/, 1618, that the Xing put forUi 
lii« telffbrated declnration " concerning inwfiil sporLa to be Uietl 
tipon SundajB, after evening praj'erseaded, aud ujjoii liolidftys." 
It allowed dancing by botli sexe?, arelierj', leHpici^, vHuIlmi^, 
"or any such harnilese recreation;" but proliibitcd wliat are 
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caine io for a full share of reprobation from theec 
bijjotted fanatics — the "Gospel Trumpeter" sound- 
ing agaiDBt it with the true orthodox nasal twang 1 

The Queen's players were here on many occasions,^ 
and under the years 1G05 and lti09 we have wme 
curious entries, showing tliot they had done consi- 
derable damage in the Town Hall by breaking the 
(Mayor's) chwr in the parlour and many of the glasa 
and latticed windowa in the hall. These are the only 
entries of the kind which we ha%-e met with in our 
local records. Could thia damage have been done 
during some disturbances between these players 
and the Puritann ? This was the company previously 
known as the " Earl of Worcester's Servants," with 
which Edward Alloyn waa connected ; and which, as 
we have seen, had a quarrel in 1581^ with the Mayor 
and the company patronized by the Master of the 
Kevels, 

Some ten years after the last of these entries we 
begin to have the uameg of the " leaders," or, as we 
should now temn them, the "managers" of the coc 
panics occasionally mentioned in the accounts. 

Thus, in 1619 payments were made to "Swynner- 
ton " aod ** Terry " and iheir respective companies, i 
the latter having "large aucthoritie;" "John Daniell' 
' was here in 1G24 with his compiiny of juvenile actoraJ 



|ternii:d " urilnwful garne^i" on Suiiduvs, sncli an bull and he 
rluuUngs, interlude, «nd bowling. Oharli^tt I., chiefly, !l is siud,1 
st tbe instigation of Archbishop Liiuil, wit.1 injiKlicioiiit enotigb 
to " ratify and publish " lliis deularttticm in OttoWr, 1633. t»J 
the jtreat oflpnc*, not only flf tW PiiriUnn, but of innny of 1 
modi?r&te pnrty in (lie kingdom. Thi; House of Commons, oftl 
the 5lb of May, 1643, jiassed a, resolution ordering tbe King'fJ 
** Hook of Sporta " to be burned by tbe commoa bangnuui. 
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cafled "The Children of Bristol;" and also "Mr. 
Townesend and Ins lellows, being tbe Lady Klizabeth 
her players ; " in the next year " Slator und his com- 
pany, being the King's playera" were rewarded; 
whilst ia the following account i& an entry contain- 
ing the namea of "Ellis (ieste, Thooiaa Swinerton, 
Arthuret Grimes, and others," who are recorded as 
" gt*'"? about with a patent from the Master of the 
Revels." 

In 1628 the throe companies under "Swinnerton," 
"Kuight" and "Mr. Kite" visited the town; and 
in the ensuing year those of " Mr. Moore " (now at 
the head of "the Lady Elizabeth her pl«yera"), 
•*Mr. Guest" and ''Diehley;" and at the same period 
we learn that *' Mr, ffcnner,' the King's Poet," was 
])aid a gratuity of 3s. 4J. to pass the town without 
playing. The last name recorded is that of " Mr. 
Perrie, a player," and his company, in 1()33. From 
this period the payments to players gradually decreaac, 
and finally disappear after the outbreak of the great 
Civil War, when the Puritans rigidly prohibited all 
kinds of plays, and the theatres iu London were 
closed for thirteen yeara; whilst the acturd whoocca- 
sionaUy attempted to perform in the provinces were 
frequently takeu into custody, and whipped as rogues 
and vagaboudsj as we learn from Whltelocke's " Me- 
mo rials." 

Willi ihc Restoration the drama ro-ajipeared, and 
exhibited a licentiousness (truly reflecting the fashion- 
able life of the period) Imrdly equalled by that of 
any other Christian nation; but, as no further eotricB 

* Some paniculm-s respecting tbis iodlvidual, 0.1 vrcU fa tbe 
Otber persons a1>ove-meati>aued, will be fuunil in tlie Appendix. 
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relating to it occur in our local records, we hare 
finally to take our leaye of it, after tracing it from 
it3 rise in the ancient mystcrieB and mirncle plays, 
through the effulgence of its meridiiin aplendour in 
the days of Shakespeare, to it« temporary eclipse 
under the cold shadow of a life-dcpressinfr Puritan- 
ism, and 80 — in the words of '* Sweet Willie " 

8«If— 

"Farewell, my msBtcrs [nf the Btage], farovcU!' 

Turning from the stage, we have now to notice 
entries in our records relating to waits and minstrels, 
or musicians, the exhihitora of " Motions," or puppet 
plays, tumhlera, mountebanks, &c, ' 

Any attempt to trace here the general history of 
the ancient English minstrels would far exceed the 
space at our flispnsal. Suffice it to say, that from the 
earliest period of our annala the professor of the sister 
arts of music and song was — like the herald — looked 
upon almost as a sacred character, was everywhere 
received as an honoured guest, and was privileged to 
paes without personal danger into a hostile camp iti 
times of war ; that amongst the Anglo-Saxons, 



"Many a carol old and sninlly 
Sang the tninntrolii and the watts," — 



i 



whilst many a tale, far from e^intly, "of love and 
war, romance and knightly worth," was chanted to 
their harps by wauderiug glcemeu, who travelled 
from place to place wherever any festivities were 
going on — and in the days of our jovial forelatliera, 
with " their eyes of azure and their locka of brown," 
where was not feasting going on ? — and that from the 
Saxon times down to the Shakespearian age — uay, 
evea to that of the Protectorate — companies of mia- 
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etrols or musiciana (for the tertnB at length were used 
as synonynioua) were retained at the court of ttiu 
monurchf aod ia tlie householde of the great uohlcs, 
and of many of the wealthy gentry of tlie cmintry. 

Most of the corporate towns also had their eom- 
ponied of minstrels, termed waits, wh;i were originally 
musical watchmoQ (the name being probably derived 
from the old German warfit, a vigil or watching^ 
Crothice W'aAft»'),and who, at a remote period in this 
country aa well as in Germany, from whence tlie 
custom came, sang the hour of night, and in rude 
rhymes warned the town against fire. 

The national instrument was undoubtedly the harp, 
but the hautboy, in all probability from beiiig the 
pipe upon which thcae musicians usually played, wav 
— iike the performers uiM>n it — called a " waight."' 
Another kind of pipe, of which the modern fiagelet 
(or flageolet as it is now written) U the diminutive, 
was also la u&e among the early waiu, as appears 
from the following pas£Ugi± ia the old lay of " Richard 
Cceur de Lion "— 

"A wayle ther com in n feernel Ihaiilfiijient} 
And a pypyd a moot in a ilagel."' 

Minstrels were very popular in the reign of Ed- 
ward II., and they were so richly dressed by their 
patrons, that a poem of the period, printed by the 
Percy Society (No, 82, p. 23), complains — 

*' That tio Tana may knowe 
A ni^nntrfe] fnun u knfg[hjt 
"Well tiy." 



' Sonne's ** Now Curiosillcs of Literature," vol. ii., p. 252. 
' Clinppvll'g ■■ Fopulor MuiJc ol" ibe OldtTi Tinm," p. 347. 
* Uuotud by Saudj-E. iu lus " Cbriiiuiuelide," p. 83. 
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Stow relates an incident winch nocitrred at Uic coi 
of Edward II, in 1316, wliicli aliuws how great wag 
the popularity of the minstreld, and tlio privilcgea 
which they enjoyed at that time. Tiic King w^^ 
treated at tahle in WestminRter Hal], nolemnlzing ti^| 
feast of Pentecost, and attendwl by the peers of th^^ 
realm, when a woman dressed in the habit nf a min- 
ttrelt riding on a grtat horse trapped in ike minstrel 
fttsfmn, entered the hall, and, after acting the part of 
a minstrel for some time, mounted the elepa to the 
royal table, where she deposited a letter (which, on 
inspectloQ, proved to he a remonstrance to the King 
on the favours heaped by him on his minions), and 
then, saluting all the company, ehe departed. The 
door keepeva being eumnioiied and threatened for 
having admitted her, readily replied, " That it nevtr 
was the custom of the King's palace to deny ailmission 
to minstrulg, especialltf on such high stiUinniiies and 
feast dags,''' and which appears to have been deemi^_ 
a valid excuse for the occurrence. ^| 

I*roceeding, however, from the history of minstrelsy 
in general to its more immediate connection with our 
own town, wo find that in the same reign the famous 
Karl of Lancaster and Leicester — a prince of the 
blood, who, after hia decapitation, was canonized by 
the people as " St. Tliomaa of Lancaster, and who 
kept up his houaehold in almost regal state — was a 
threat pairou of minstrels. This wc learn from the 
account of his cofferer, Henrj- of Leiccatcr, for the 
yeai" ending at Michaelmas, 1314, aa quoted by Stow, 
in his " Survey." ' Among the entries of knights and 
Others of the household \\tv whom ** cloth?" for "the , 
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Earl's liveries " were provided, his ininstreh nrc in- 
cluded, and numerous gifts were presented to knights 
of Franec, esquires, mtustieh, and others. 

On the 4th of August, 1318, the King (aa Henry 
of Knighton informs us) riaited bis powerful and 
rebellious cousin at Im Castle of Leicester, on occa- 
sion of the temporary reconciliation which had been 
effected between them by the Papal Legates, who 
liad been specially eent from Borne for the purpose ; 
whea the Karl, at the head of 18,000 men, met the 
King and Queen on their way and escorted them into 
Leicester. 

Thomas of Lancaster, forgetting for a time his 
restlees ambition and causes uf oflcuce, played the 
courteous host, and for Ecveral days held lugh festi- 
val in honour of \m royal guesta. 

The ap[)ai'cntly happy, but short-lived family re- 
union, which this visit wa£ intended to cement, duubt- 
]e«a formed a prominent theme in many of tlic lays 
chant«d to thoir hiirps hy the attendant minstrels in 
tite caatJe hall (still standing), 

" Where tbrangs of kn!((lits wiil baroni" IwM 
In weei!» of jiwict; high triutiiiilw lioW, 
Witb rtorv ui' iailt<-N, wb<we lirij;lil eyes 
Raia Liitlucnce, aiitlju'lge tW iirixv" 

Our next Earl, Henry of Lancaster, also had s 
company of miustrels iu his houseliold at Leicester, 
where he was frequently visited by Edward III., nod 
in the nintli year uf whose reign, Queen Philippa 
coming to the town on her way to the King in Scot- 
land, the officers of her bougehold were presented 
with money by the Mayor and corporation, according 
to ougtom. when Miions; other entries arc recorded 
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" Gifu to the minsiTvli and trumpeters of the Kiog 
and Earl of Lancaster," &c. 

The roll of Uie It^tli Edward III. rccoxxls tlmt 
" Uuifh the trumpeter *' was admitted a& a i'reeman of 
the borough iuto the Merchants' Guild, and paid a 
florJu of gold ae hia fine, hut the whok of wliich waa 
finally reinittud at tho uistaiice of tbe Earl of Derby, 
sou and subsequently the succetifior of Henry of 
Lam?astcr. 

Jiut of all our Earls the greatest {mtrcD of the 
miustrel'a art waa undoubtedly .John of Gaunt, the 
friend, and kiueniari by miirriage, of the jwet Chaucer, 
who was himself, evidently, a lover of music, from 
the delight he has in dct}Cribin^ eo many of the pil- 
grim!! anil other personages in bis tales ae proHcienta 
in the science. 

All our Karh bad resided, more or less frequently, 
at tbclr CastJe of Leicester, but both John of Gaunt 
and hia father-in-law, Henry, "the Good Duke" of 
Lancaster (who died and was buried within ita pre- 
cinctfl), had made it their favourite abode, and kept up 
in it their company of minatrcla, as had been doneaa 
early as 1308 by Enrl Thomas.' 

After the death, however, uf John of Gannt's first 
wife, the Lady Blanche, and his marriage to the 
Princesa C'onstance (in whose right be assumed the 
title of King of Castile and Leon), giving that lady 
the choice of all his castles na her future residence, 
she selected Tutbury (which the Duke had recently 
restored), and thus, for a time, that castle became 
their chief eetablishment, to the neglect of Leicester, 
and there the newly-wedded pair held a splendid and 
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;al oonrt. Sir Oswald Mosley, in his ** Hi»- 
lie Castle. Priory and Town of Tutbury,"' 
jcribing the attention and respect paid to 
I in tliose da^s, says — " Many such barda liad 
e to time found a welcome asylum under tbe 
le roof of tlie EarU and Dukes of Lancaster ; 

that a royal court had been established at 
, under the directions of the Queeu, who was 
;cly fond of the science, and hail improved 

ailing ta^tti by the introducticm of singers 
' own nation, Iheir number bcoamo so great, 
dcr necessary some regulations for the pur- 
[jrescrving order amongst them." 
tliis Intent John of G-aunt, in the 4th Ricb- 
J1381), founded, by charter, his famous Court 
\reUf presided over by an officer termed the 
of the Minstrels," who wn? to be elected an- 
rom among them ; and which, like a conrt- 
bpurt-baron, had a legal juriadiction, with full 
peceive suit and 3cr\-ice from all the miii- 
id roasiciani! dwelling within the Honour of 
r, in any of the countloa of Stafford, Derby, 
ham, Leicester, or Warwick; to determine 
Btrovorsicii and enact laws; also to apprehend 
1^ such of them an should refuse to appear at 
ppurt, annually held on the IBth of August. 
g and steward.* of the court were every year 
with great ccrcmouy. 

ilonour of Leicester being one of tlie foremost 
kiogdoui, and quite independent of that of 
it seems very doubtful whether the mln- 

llling here, and ut other places within ite 



' Page 76. 
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limita, were subject to tlio control of tho 
Tutbury. Be tliis, however, na it might, wl 
that John of Gaunt anil bU Diicbesa were reflUIing 
LekcBter in August, 1390, when they royally ent 
taincd Kichard II. and liis Queen for several da 
with costly banquets, minstrelsy, and hunting 
the forest ; and from tbia time the castle appears on 
more to have becotne their prineipal residcuce, for 
Duchess was rcdiduig here at the time of her decu 
in 1393. 

With Henry IV. '» accewion to the crown ibe Ci 
tie of Leicester (whilst it became a royal castle, ai 
is at the present day), of course, ceased to be 
residence of tlie head cf the house of Lancaster ; 
althou}:;li royal visita were occasionally paid ^o it. 
Parliaments held in it, its former glory had'deparb 
its troops of retainers were broken up, and the slra 
of minstrels were no 1001*6 heard daily, aa o(yoTef 
its deserted halls. 

An interesting " Account of Leiceatcr CuC 
from tho pen of our local historian, Mr. Jod 
Thompson, waa published in the year 1859, fri 
whicli work, by tliat gentleman's kind perniisrtion, 
accompanying plate of the interior of the Hall of tl 
Castic is taken. '"'Abuilding, which,** aaMr, Thorn 
tridy rcmarka, " ia a monument of national inte 
being probably the oldest and the only pure exam 
existing in Enj!;land of the Hall of a Konniin Ba 
and for thepe reasons second in antiquarian t.iKic oi 
to Westminster Hall." This once noble Hall, r 
in its associations of royal festivities and a*scmbl 
of the Parliaments of the realm, is now divided a 
converted into Assize Courts. The Castl« ia e 
beld for the Crown by a Constable appointed 
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pAtent under the Duchy Seal, Lord Berners being 
the present Constable. 

Many corporate towns possessed their bands of 
minstrels or " waits" at an early period, and patron- 
ised as niuaic had been by one powerful lord of the 
castle after another for several generations, wo may 
feel awured tliat the town of Leicester was not one 
of tho la«t to adopt the ciistoin, aUliotigh we have no 
record of the period when these musicfil retainers 
were firj-t appointed by our civic authorities. 

It is clear, ae has been pointed out by Mr. Jamee 
ThompBon, in his " History of Leicester,"' thiit the 
town waits, like the tailors, butchers, shoemakers, 
and other tradesmen, were united in a company, and 
were governed by their own rules. 

^V'e have seen that as early as 1314, " Hugli the 
Trumpeter," a retainer of the Earl of Lancnster, was 
made free of the Merchants' Guild, and n few other 
examples of the practice will be found amonj^ the 
extracts in tho body of the work. Thus, in 1481, 
we have the name of ITcnry Howman in the list, 
who is described as a harper, and Mr. Chappcll, in his 
" Popular Music of the Olden Time "' informs us 
that at this time every great family had its establish- 
ment of musicians, among whom the harper held a 
prominent position;^ and that some who were less 



^ Page 2G4. * Page 44. 

* \V« an: told in an " antique song," tliat — 

"Old King Colo was a mcrrv old snol. 

And a merry old smil was he ; 
He call'd fir his pipe, and Im call'd for bla bowl, 

And he call'd^^r his futrpen fhrte. 
EvVy harpfir Iind > fine hnrp^ 

And a verj fine harp bod he." 
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wealthy retiilncd a harjier only. He adds, that a gc 
seems to have been th« distinguish iog feature of a 
linrjier's dress. In 1499 Tliomaa WylUyiis', *' Wayte" 
wae admitted into the guild; and under the year 161 
the name of Thomas Pollard, mnsician, ajipcars (w 
was subsequently the leader of tlie town wait*); 
whtlat in the list for 15V9 is an entry strikingly illuft- 
tnilive of the popularity and general practice of 
music at the period, and which shows that our town 
possessed, whilst its popidation was little more than 
that of n good si/^d modern Tillage, what it cannot 
DOW boast of, with its "70,000 inhabitants — a resident 
maker of musical instrnments. 

The entry records the admisaion into the guild <rf 
Andrew Maraam, virginal mahrr. 

Queen Elizabeth, as is well known, was celebrated 
for her performance on the virginals, which, eayg Mr. | 
Cbappell,' resembled in shape tlie "square" pianoforte 
of the present day (of which it was the precursor), 
as the harjisichurd did the "grand," and was probably 
80 called because chiefly played upon by young girU. 
In the Shakespearian age the virginals Htood in the 
corner (if every barber's shop, whilst the lulfl, tlio , 
cittern, and the gitterii (or guitar), liung from tll^f 
walls for the use and amusement of customers. ^^ 

Shakespeare spuahsof "WnyHia/m^j? up(jn his palm;"^ 
and Ben Jonsun ^nys, " I cau cumjiare him 1o noUiing 
more hapj)ily than a Imrher'a virffiitals, for every man 
may/j/oy ujMjnhim;'*'^ whilst many other allusions to 
the instrument are to be met with io the works of 
contemporary writers; and even after the Restorati 
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Pepys' account of the (rreat Fire of Londoo, of which 
he was an eye-witnc»8, ineutinns the great number of 
virj^naia then in use, Bhnwiii;; that the Puritans had 
not been able to put down the practtco of music to 
any great extent. 

As l>cfore remarked, wo have no record of the tim* 
when a company of waita was first estJiblishod by the 
corporation; for although the Borough MSS. com- 
mence Aji early as the reign of Kichard Cosur de Lion, 
there is, unfortunately^ a considerable hiatus in them 
daring the Wars of the Roses — the first of the series 
of Hftli books containing the minutes of the proceed- 
ings of the corporation, only commencing with the 
year 1478, from which time they arc complete down 
to the present day. 

The first mention we find of the town waita as a 
body is in the Chamberlains' account for the year 
1524, when "liveries" were provided for them at ft 
coat of 16r., from which tluie entricii respecting them 
are of almost annual recurrence duwu to the time of 
the 81^^ of Leicester Jn 164^, when they disappear 
ontJl after tlie Kcetoration. 

Originally, jmd for a considerable period, their 
Dumber was limited to three; by 1668, however, 
they had increased to five ; and a sixth was afterwards 
added, of which number the company continued to 
consist down to its final extinction in the year 1^36. 

After a time, however, eacli of the three waits had 
a " boy " under him — jwesibly as an apprentice to the 
art of music. The waits were each provided, some- 
times annually, at other times biennially, with a scar- 
let gown or cloak edged with silver lace, for which, 
at a Inter period, gold lace was substituted ; and they 
wore, suspended round tiieir necks by a chain of the 
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Bams metal, a uilver escutcheon or badge of the anna 
of the borough — the cinquelbil. Theac badges were 
delivered to the waita on thoir nppoiutineut, each of 
whom had to provide two sureties for the safe keeping 
of the badj,'e and \ta return to the Mayor, in case oiF 
the death or didiui»&ftl from olGce of the wearer; and 
in addition, it appears from the account fer l-377t 
that the cinquefoil wad al(*o embroidered oo the sleeves 
of their gowns or coute. The waita' boy». according 
to au order of Couimou Hall in 1583, were also pr(^J 
vided with gowns, and " scutcheons or cinquefoila^H 
of uynie material not mentioned, were ordered to be ' 
made for thuiii, to he worn with green' ribbons w^ 
laces about their necks. The first menlion we ha^H 
met with of these silver badges is in the account for 
1541, when Thomas Goldsmith wiia piiid 38. 4d. "fi 
mending of the town waits' collars," showing that th 
had then been lor suaie time in use. 

The chief duties of the waila, in addition to th 
nocturnal services, were to pJay in the town evi 
morniDg and evening thronj^hout the year for the 
gratification of the inhabitunta, and to attend u 
the Mayor ou all atiite occasiona, as proclaiming 
May-day and other fairtt, &c. : nnd at the May 
fcaet they occupied "the minstrel.'*' gallery," — whii 
(according to ancient i>recedent") is still to be iseen 
the lower end of the Guildhall opposite the dai 

' Scarlet and green, "were the f«wn coloura : the livery 
nierly worn by the town eervanls waa a »atrlet cost, or lunic, 
lined wiiii greeii, tbe field of tUe aims ol' the biiriiu|{]i Wiqj 
guka. tiiiice 1&3G a bvoivii IJvei-v has been atlupUld, wliii:hr 
not ui xccurditEiue wilEi hc-nddiu unaga. 

• Sen "Domesrtic: Architecture ia the Middle Agw," Sot 
teeulh «»!Ulury, p. 43. 
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and there, according to the custom of the time, they 
struck up merril? as tlie atteinlants carried the dishes 
into the hall. 

In the old poem of " Richard Coeur de Lion " we 
Are fold, that 

" Pro keclicnu cam thi' ^st cours 
Witb pipes, and trutupes, aad tabours;" 

and, agaiD, we ore told in the Cotton MS., ** Caligula," 
A. ii., fo. 9 b., that the " Waytes blewe up to mete." 
Ned Ward, in his "London Spy" (of which the third 
edition, here quoted, was published iu 1706), giveaan 
amusing account of the city waita, which might also 
serve in Bomc respects aa a description of our own. 
After speaking in very diiparaging terms of their 
musical performance in the atrccts on winter nighte^ 
at which, he tells na, his friend laughed at him: 
" Why, what," says he, "don't you love miiaic ? these 
are the topping tooters of the town; and havn gowns, 
sihtr chains, and salaries (or playing 'Lilla BuUera' 
to my Lord Mayor's horse thi-cugh the city." 
** Marry, said I, if his horae liked their music no 
better than T do, he would soon fling his rider for 
hiring such bugbears to affront his ambleship. For 
my part, when you told me they were wttiis, I thought 
they had been the Polandera ; and was never bo 
afraid, but that their bears had been dandng behind 
them,»> 

Fgr a considerable time the town waits, although 
they received an occasional gratuity, had no regular 
wagCB paid to them by the corporation, but eeem to 
have been chiefly dependent on the voluntary coutri- 
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butSoos of the lulmbitaiitd, and the remuneration for 
Utetr atteudoucc at weddings. Their receipts from 
these sources iirobahly being found to be very irregu- 
lar and iiiiiJe({uate, an order was made at a Coiumoo 
Qall io 158U which after restricting tlie rewarda to 
be given to players and othera (as already quoted), 
provided that every "iahabiter" or ItuuKukoeper i^i 
Leicester, being of reasonable ability, should bo t^ixo^H 
aC the discretion of Mr. Mayor, what they shoul^^ 
give quarterly to the waits towards the amendmen 
of thdr living J and in consideration whereof 
waits were to "keep the town," and to play every 
night and morning orderly, both winter and summer, 
and not to go forth of the town to play, except to 
fairs and weddings, and then only by the licence ^d 
the Mayor; also that no '* estranngers,'' viz., "wiiit^^ 
minatrele, or other musicians," should be suffered to 
play within the town, neither at wcddinga, nor fai^H 
limes, nor any other times whatsoever. ^H 

On tlio 22nd of February in the following year, it 
was further agreed at a Common Hall that the mem- 
bers of the corporation should personally contribute 
towards the waits' wages; the company of the Twonty- 
four paying 12rf. a quarter, and the Forty-eight 6<£^d 
a quarter; whilst the inhabitants generally were tV^ 
be taxed quarterly, at the discretion of the Mayor, 
as before provided. 

In those days even the elementary principles 
free trade were not underatood— most certainly fri 
trade in music was not allowed, hut, on the contrary, 
"protection to native industry" was enforced in its 
most restricted seitec ; for this order of the Common 
Hall went on to ^affirm that no strangers, being musi- 
cians or waits> or other iJcrsoDS whatsoever^ beiu 
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either musicians or players, although thft/ do or shall 
dwelhiiifhin the town of Leicester, and be notofthecom- 
pauy of the town waits, sliall be suffered to play within 
the town, at any time iu the year, "at or in a man's 
house, door, wiudow, or at any weddings or bride- 
houses, the time of the general assizeaonJy excepted, 
and then to play but only to strangers; provided 
always that the town waits tiball keep the town, and 
both evening and morning continually and orderly at 
reasonable aud seasonable times." 

In the summer of 1583, from some cause, the waits 
bad been dismissed from thoir office, and on the 19th 
of that mouth it was agreed by those prcscut at a 
meeting of the corporation, that the musicians, Mr. 
Grilhii'i? eervantti, should he admitted and appuiutod 
the town wait«, with such w»<red or salaries a» their 
predecessors had had. At the same time, the threo 
collars were onlcred to he delivered to them, each of 
them finding two townsmen as pledges for iheir col- 
lars, and whose names are appended to the foot of the 
. — George Ridgley being the leader of the 
'Uid Tbomas Poynor the second, the third wait 
not being then appointed. 

Ridgley and Poynor continued in office ns town 
waits for nearly twenty years, but however proficient 
they might be in the art of mueic, they were not 
always in barmonv with each other, for a serious 
quarrel occurred between them in 1601, which 
■ altimately Led to their diamtstial. On the 2Iat of 
November iu (hat year, during a sitting of the cor- 
poration, Poynor sent in to the IVUyor a letter, or 
memorial, proposing terms for an a^eement between 
himself aud big colleague Ridgley. ^■ 

The writing and orthography of this document 
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(which IB DOW before inc) nro eo bad tliut it U abnost 
impossible to decipbur it. Poynor, however, lets their 
worabipa uiuleretund tliat lie is willing to ful&l rU 
tbcir minds, and to put up with ail the injuries be 
bud received from Kidgley, and this one also, bopiog 
it will be the last. lie then propoaes tcrma to 
Kidgley "in this sort accordiug to his one part," thot, 
hie (liidglcy'B) Bon shall play the base, and his fattU^H 
(Kidgley himself) his old part, the treble .... "an^i 
the first boy to play one quarter his [part], and the 
nest mine aa long." He then proposes that whichever 
should tliereaftcr be absent from his duty without 
reasonable cause, htivlng bad autHclcnt notice, should 
lose his place. He concludes by entreating •' those 
that are here in presence to be witness at thia 
ap*eemGnt," hoping it will content them. On the. 
following day, Sunday, the 22nd of November, i^H 
have a memorardmn under the hand of *' Williafl^ 
Kowes, Mayor," stating that "if George Uidgeley 
subscribe likewise to this .igreement, then I will that 
they continue their places as our w.-iita, and that thia 
agreement be entered as an order of the last Com- 
mon Hall; if not, that they presently yield their 
collars to my deputy." Eldgley did sign the ^ree- 
Bcnt penned by Poynor, but it was not of long 
continuance, for we have the following entry in the 
Hall book on St. Matthew's day, 1602, " The waits, 
because they cannot agree together, arc therefore 
now dismissed from being the town waits from bene 
forth." 

It seems probable thai the second member of the 
company wanted **to play the first fiddle," for Poynor 
wa^ entirely discarded by the corporation, by whom, 
on the following 2&th of January, it was agreed 
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"that George Kidgloy and liis company (being five 
In the wlinle) he from hencoforili, upon liis good beha- 
viour, atJrnittciI the town waits, liavin^,' a lauTiil and 
sufficient coniiianv, Bkilful in the knowledge and art 
of music, and shall have for ihtilr wages qiiarlcrly of 
the Twenty-four 6rf. a jiiece, and of the Forty-eight 
3d. a piece, and of the otiier iahabitaiits aud com- 
monera what they in kindnesaaad guudwUl give him 
and hi« said contpauy." 

In 16^7, Thomas Pollard, who was made free of 
the Guild ID 1G12, appears to have been the leader 
of the ton-n waits, aod the name of " Robert Kowu, 
mufticlan,'* appears as occupying tlic same position in 
1670. In the following year these sons of harmony, 
being again at discord among themselves, were once 
more dleinlsBcd fryui (heir office, and Uie waits of 
Northampton were remunerated " for playing on 
Easter Munday aad at May-day fair," in their stead. 

A company of waits was aoou afterwards re-a.p- 
poiuted, and received cvfleciiveltf a ttalary of £5 per 
annual and their cloaks and livenes, wliich lu 1224 
cost only 16*. in 1677 cost £10 17*. bU. 

The corporation cuntinued to retaiu u cuiupauy of 
waits in tlicir Hervii^e down to the passing uf tlio 
** Munici]}!!! Corporations* Kcforui Act" in 1835, the 
BIX rausiciana of whom it was composed receiviug au 
annual salary of £5 eacii per annum, together with 
their scarlet cloaks, trimmed with gold lace, as uf 
yore. On the new corporation coming into office in 
1836, however, all this was changed, for the town 
council having resolved that " the true dignity of the 
mayoralty doea not consist in antiquated pageantry," 
proceeded to abolish all such offices which, like those 
of the Diace-bcarcrSj town yvaiia and others, were in 
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their estimation of this character. At the same 
whilst aweepiiig away *U the ancient pageautry sdcI 
symbols of authority connected with their hody, the 
lowu council proceeded to sell by public auction, ao^^ 
only the town pl»te and other property of eiiniM^| 
character, which, under the old r^y/wie, had been u«^^ 
for feasting at the public expense, but aleo the five 
maces and other ancient reliques — a. manifestation of 
zeal in the cause of reform which, however excueahle 
it may liave Ix^en in the heat of the uioment and under 
the peculiar circumstances of the time, Is greatly to 
be regretted. 

Among other things, the three ellver liadgca of 
waits were eald (for it appears tliat although the 
were eis waits, this number of nVcer badges had nei 
been exceeded), and, as a catalogue of the sale is m 
rarely to be met with, it may be worth recording 
the musical instrumentd for the tiee of the watts cod^ 
sisted of two horns, two clarionets, four picooloesand 
a bassoon. One of the silver badges, with its chain, 
is now in the Collection of Antiquities in the ^o^H 
Mui^cum. ^H 

Passing on to another aubjeot, we find in the ac- 
count for 1610 an entry of a payment "to players . 
who showed Etalion yUtian," nnd in 1625 a gra- 
tuity waa p^ven ** to a man and a woman that were at 
Couldweil's playing with puppets." The species of ■ 
drama here referred to^which was usiiaUy termed a 
droll, a motion, or a puppet-play, and which consisted 
of a company of wooden actors moved by wires, with 
the assistance of epeoches made for them behind the 
Bcene& — was, we beheve, the origin of our modern 
" Punch."' Puppet-shows are of great antiquity, and , 

* Tlic cu'liest nutictt jet dLicovurcd of Uiu populariljr of i 
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we learn that they wore common amongst the Greeks, 
from whom the Romans received them. They a3-c 
mentioned by Xcno])hon,Gnlcn, Aristotle (who speaks 
of some which moved their heads, eyes, hands, and 
limbs in a very natural manner), GcUiua, Horace, and 
others. Tt is not known at what period they were first 
performed in England, but it was prior to 1517 ; and 
we are informed that in the times of the Papacy the 
priests at Witaey, in Oxfoi-dahire, annually exhibited 
a show of the Besurrection, &c., by garniehing out 
certain small puppets representing the persons of 
Christ, Mary, and others ; and Lambarde, writing to- 
wards the close of the sixteenth century, relates that 
when a child, he saw a like puppet-show in l>t. Paul's 
Cathedra], London, where tbe descent of tlie Holy 
Ghost was performed ; and he adds that *' they every- 
where used the like dumb-shows to furnish guudry 
parts of the Church Service with spectacles of the 
nativity, passion, and ascension." Cervantes has made 
Don Quixote Uic spcctAtor of a puppet-show, and the 
knight*s behaviour on tlic occasion is described with 
great humour. 

It appears that in London during the Civil War, 
whilst tJie Puritans closed the theatres, they did not 
discounte nance pii|tpet-play8, for in " Tlie Actors' 
Remonstrance," which came out in 1643, complaint 
is made of the alloivanee ofbear-liaiting and piippet- 
ahowe, while ro^iilar dramatic pcrfcinnances were for- 
bidden. The Puritan party in the country did not, 
however, at an earlier period, display the same spirit 
towarda these performances, for at the Micluwluiua 



Itcro atiil his n-ife in Et)»laiid is iti a MS. Diury of the year 
I6ti0. Sec Dr. Uhubaoli's *'LitlIu Buuk of Songs and Bui- 
lads," !>. 162. note. 
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SessianR at Uridport in 1 630 n olisirge was mafic " that 
William Siirids the elflerj Jolin Saiula, and Williani 
Sands tlie younger, and about iiineMlnrj", wander up 
and down thti country with certain blasiphemons showa 
and 8i<;lits, which thpy exercise by way nf! pupprf- 
playin/ji ; and are now, as the conelahles of Beamin- 
stcr and other inhahitants state, come to that town, 
and have set up their shows of puppet-playing and 
feats not only in the day-time, but late In the night, 
to the great dipturhancc of the townsmen there." 
The Puritan preacher of Bcaminster having assailed 
Sands and his show in the Sunday's sermon, was 
pursued from the church to hia boiwe by Sands and , 
two of hia company, who entered after him, and I 
"there challeii^ed liiin for his sermon, and uave him 
threatening speeches," The people generally seem 
to have favoured the showmen, but the magistrates 
ordered Sands to remove on the following Monday, 
and to depart out of the coimtv, under penalty of being 
committed to the next assizes.' Those performances 
were at length iiiiperseded by the re viral of pantomimes, 
which were first perfiirnied by grotesque characters in 
England at Drury Lane Theatre in 1 702. The puppets, 
however, continued to be in great vogue for irome years 
longer; for in March, 1711,wefindin the"Spectatoi™J 
a letter ostensibly written by the Uuder-sexton of a^M 
Paul's, Covent Garden, setting forth that for twenty 
years he had performed his office of tolling in to 
prayerato hie great satisfaction \mtil the last fortnight, 
during which he had fnund his congregation take tl 
warning of his bell, morning and evening, to ffo 



* See proTpedingH quoted in Roberts's *' Social Lifu of 
Southern CountieF," p. 42. 
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puppet-show, set forth by one Powell under the 
Piazzas ; thnt be had placed his son at the Piazzas to 
acquaint the ladies that the bell rang for church, and 
that it stood on the other side of the garden, but they 
only laughed at the child ; and that, aa things were, 
Jlr. Powell had a full congregation, whilst they bad 
a very thin bouse — merely a few ordinary people, 
who came to church on/y to say their pratfers. This 
Powell was a very noted mau in hia way. A curious 
work, now before me, printed in 171d, and entitled 
** A Second Tale of a Tub, or tJio History of Kobert 
Powel, the Puppet- Show- JIan " (but which was 
Teally written as a satire against Sir Robert Walpole 
and his political pu])j)ets), hue a frontispiece represent- 
ing the puppet-stage witli the showman in front of it, 
the head of Sir Robert "Walpole being placed on the 
humpbacked figure of Powel. Nor was Sir Robert 
the only one who was made to ettffcr thia ecmi-trans- 
fonnation, for hia royal master, William III., under- 
went the same process, although in a complimentary 
instewi of a eatirical manner. 

Tonson, the bookseller, in brinpng out the folio 
illustrated edition of Dryden's " Virgil," intending to 
compliment ** the Deliverer," represented vEneas with 
the head of "Wiliiora of Nasaau, which politic ma- 
noeuvre of Tonson's gave rise to the following 
epigram: — 

** Old Jacob, by deep jutlgroent Bway'i], 
To please the wise bvlioMurs'i 
Uos placet] old Nassau's book -nosed lieud 
Oa juutig Eneas' slioulJers. 

To make tbo |>aralIoL faoM lack, 

Uctbinke tb^rv's little iac'king; 
One took hU fntber pick-a-back, 

.lad t'other Bent ku packing." 
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To returu, however, to Powell. In the dedication 
to the *'Lady Majority," the writer exclaims, "What 
man, woman, or child, that lives within the vei^e 
of Covent Garden^ or what Bean or Belle rtsitant at 
the Bath, knows not Mr. Powrel? Havenot England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland; have not even the 
Orcadea, the utmost limits ol' Cfcsor's coaqueata, been 
filled with the fame of Mr. Powel's mechanical 

' acliicvemcnt8 ? The Dutch, the most expert nadon 
in the world for puppet ahowe^ must now confess 

I themselves gbaracfully outdone. It would be trifling 
after this to recount to you, how Mr. Powcl has 
molted a whole audience into pity and tears . . . but 
I ahalt no longer harangue to prove that the sun 
shinca." Again, he describes his hero as "the great, 
the illuf;triou!i, and the celebrated Mr. Powcl, the 
puppet-showman, who has worthily acquired the re- 
putation of one of the most dcxtcroxia managers of 
humnn mechanism, no English artist ever coming in 
vie with him — his wires are perfectly invUible, hia 
puppets are well jointed, and very apt to follow the 
motions of his directing band.'* It will readily be 
seen how applicable these riualtties of the oatensible 
hero of the Ule were to the great *• motion master" 
of the political stage, who held, from his own exten- 
sive experience, that "every roan has his price." The 
last eminent "motion master" was Flocton, who«e 
wooden puppets were very popular at Bartholomew 
fair as late as 17!I0, It may be added, that ranch 
curious and interesting infoi'mation on the subject 
will be found in " A Paper on Vu]>\teis,*' by Dr. 
Duran,in the "GentlcmanV Magazine" tor February, 
1852, and also in the " iljjitnire dcs Murionettes," 
by M. Charles Magnln, in eucccsaivc numbers of the 
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"Eevue dcs Deux Monde*," for 1850. Mr. Moriej-'s 
entcrtiuning " Meoaoirs pf BartKolomew Fair" may 
aIso b« conAulted. 

From a very early period tumbling formed one of 
tJie tuost common pcudmes of the EDglisli people. 
Sti'Utt' eays that " dancing, tumbling, and baUudng, 
wiUi variety of other exercises requiring skill and 
aglUly, wece originally included in the performances 
exhibited by the filccmen and ttie minstrels ; and they 
remained attached to the profession of the joeulator 
after he was i>cp!iratcd Irom those who only retained 
the fii'Et branches of the minstrcrg art, tlmt is to say, 
poetry and music." And Mr. Wright, Lu his " His- 
tory of Domestic Manners and Seutimentti in Eng- 
land,'" states tliat, in Uie middle iigos, " tlie dinner 
was always accompanied by music, and itinerant 
nuiutrelB, mouutebanke. and performers of all de&crip- 
tjODS were allowed free acccse to the hall to umuso 
the gucata by tlieir ])erformniice8. These were iutw- 
mijied with dancing and tumbling, and often with 
exhibitions of u very gross character, which, however, 
amid the looseness of mcdixval. mannera, appear to 
have excited no diBgust." 

Nor were tho fcjite of tumbling performed by the 
mtdc 8CX only, for females also pnictised them, and 
both Strmt ami Wriglit have given two illustrations 
copied fr*»in ancient MSS. ropreaenting Herodias dis- 
playing her feats of activity before Herod at the feast 
given by him; and which the mediteval writers took 
to be those of a regulnr wandering jongleur. The 
princess is pictnred supporting herself upon her hands 
•with her legs in the air, and, as Mr. Wright saya, 



1 •' 6if>9rt« and Funnies," l>; HoQe, p. 206. = Page 166. 
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** pcrformmg tricks Biroilar to tliose exhibited by tlie 
modern beggar boyB in our Btrccts." ' In the rclgn of 
Queen EUxabeth we read of the *' unebafitc, ehanie- 
ieu, and unnatural tumbling of the Italian women,"' 
from which it would appear that the practice had then 
fallen into disuse among us, although we find that it 
had not done bo in the reign of Henry VII., for in 
the Privy Purse Expenses of that monarch is aa 
entry on the 1st of Jiinuary. 1^0-1, of a payment of 
£l '* to liteli Mayden the tumbler." 

Another favourite amusement was the perform- 
ance of dancing bears, horses, monkeys, and other 
aoimalsj mar.y illustrations of which are givea by 
Strutt. The earliest entry which wc find in om: 
local records in connection with these amusements 
is in 1518, when there was '*pBid to my lord niaT(|ui£ 
servant witit the dancing horse, 3s. 4f/.;" the noble. 
referred to being the Marquis of Dorset, afterw 
Duke of Suffolk, the father of the unfortunate Lady 
Jane Grey, and to whom, at the period, the corpora- 
tion of Leicester looked up as their patron, and to 
whose playera and bearward presents were frequently 
given. In Shakespeare's time there were sevend 
eelebrated learned quadniijeds,as "IToIden'a camel," 
which, says Taylor, the Water Poet, was diatinguished 
for "ingenioua study;" a superlatively wise elephant 
uoticf^d by Donne and Ben .fonHon ; but, above all, 
the " dancing horso " — " Bankes' horse " — which has 
been celebrated by several contempornry writers. 
Shakespeare refers to it In " Love's Labour's Lost,"' 
when he makes Moth 
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' "Domestic Mannere," p. 167. 
* Ses >*Ai-diiBolc)gis." for Mis. 
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tcU you." The fate of poor Bankes and his horse 
Morocco was a sad one, for, on visiting the Contiaent, 
the horse and his master were brought under iu&- 
picion of magic, at Orleans, and although Baukes ex- 
plained the manner in which the tricks wereperformedj 
and undertook to teach any horse the same tiicks in 
a twelve-month, he and his horse were eventually 
burned at Borne as magicians, to the lasting disgrace 
of that age of ignorance and intolerance.* 

We have a similar exhibition referred to in a ballad 
on " The New Huraoura of Bortholinew Fair," written 
before 1687, which thua commences — 
" Here are the rarities of the whole Fair, 

Pmpur-la-Pitnp, and the "wide Dtincing Mare; 

Here's valiant St. George and the Dragon, a/arce."' 

The earlicBt uoUce we have of the visits of com- 
panies of tumblers to the town is in 1^90, when the 
then large sum of 2Hs. 4d., in addition to what was 
gathered, was " given to ccrtiun players, playing 
upon ropes at the Cross Keys.** 

At tliia period not only had the nobility their com- 
panies of players and musicians, or minstrels, bnt, 
owing to Uie great popularity of such displays of skill, 
many of tliem also retained a company of tumblers. 

Henry VIL was frequently entertained with these 
performances, many entries of rewards to tumblers 
occurring in hia Privy Purse Expenses," and it would 

' notice's " muslrationa of Shakespeare " (pp. 131-2), con- 
tstD* •CTcral curious and interesting jiarticulars respecting 
Bankci anil his wonderfal kor&e ; us does also Collier's " Poetical 
D«cam«roa" (vol. !., pp. I(i0-IH7), where it is stated, on tbt; 
authorit; of " Petil'i J««t3," that the hoi^e could even pla; upon 
OtelnUf. 

' Dr. Himbaalt'B "Little Book of Songs and BalIads,"p.!G2. 

■ Frinted in ilte "Jixcerpta Uistorica." 
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eeem that Queen Elizabetli luheiiled the btstes of bet 
gmndfather for this kind of divereioii, for we leaa 
from the Korele Acconnt that " fcatts ai actU-ity and 
other ebews" were performed before the Queen i& 
1SB7-S, and in 1588-9 « feate of activity, tumbling, 
and matQchines,"' in which '' Symmons the tnmber 
exlhibitod;" and it appears that *' Symons and his 
follows" had also perfonncd before her Majesty in 
1584.' 

These were probably the same individualB who^ 
under the designation of *' the Qnccn's Turablcrs," 
visited the provinces, and in 1569 received a gratoUAJ 
of 6s. Grf. from the Corporation of Lyme.' ^H 

Nor was similar patronage wanting on the port of 
Jamea I., for we find that in 1622 there came to 
Leicester " Vincent and his Company .... having 
authirity from the King to show feats of activity 
Vincent probably holding the same office nnder J 
as Symmons had done under hie predeceseor. 

In this instance the Corporation did not act to- 
wards the tumblers with the same liberality as on the 
former occasion, for a gratuity of 10s. only was paid 
to them, the royal '• authority'* which they heI9 not- 
withstanding. Reference has been made incidentally 
to the Butch, as " the most expert nation in the 
world for puppet-sliows," but if we borrowed any- 
thing from them in that respect, we appear to have 
lent them the services of a very expert tumbler or 
po3tun:-maater, for we leom from the Minutes of ths 

' A danve oT fooU; tee Douw's "IlliuLnilious to Slukc- 
Vpeare," ed. 1839, p- 276. 
» CoJlier's " Annals of tlie Stage," vol. i., p. 257. 
' As quoted fi-uui tlie town arctiivt.'u tti Kubcru's **l 
bf Uiu Suutlicru Counuus," p. 37. 
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Counul of Leaden, tbat in November 1608 the 
authorities of tliat city allowed William Pedel, an 
Englishman, on his petition, "to exhibit Tarious 
beautiful and chaste performances ivitli his bodyt 
-without using any words," icithin the church of Bag- 
yiibo6P within the city, " provided h« cease during 
the preaching of God's word, and that the poor orphans 
here have half the profits."' 

As a set off, however, against this exportation, we 
have an importation recorded of a famous Dutch 
woman, about the year 1G89, of whom Grainger Bays 
tlut, " when she first danced and vaulted upon the 
rope in Loudon, tJie spectaton; beheld her with 
pleasure mixed with pain, as she seemed every moment 
in danger of breaking her neck," A bill of her per- 
£cprmance at iJartholomew Fair, quoted by Dr. Rim- 
boult/ mentiouB her " side-capers, upright-cap^a, 
croaa-capers, and back-capers on the tifjht rope. She 
w«Um too on the slack rope, which no woman but 
herself can do." And Ned Ward prases her per- 
formance and her modesty, at the same Fiur, in his 
"London Spy."' 

After the Restoration, rope-dancing and tumbling 
were very favonritc amuBcmcnts among all classes of 
the people. One of the moat celebrated of the rope 
dancers and managers of tumbling companies about 
this time was Jacob Hall, of whom an account is 
given io Grabger's '* Biographical History." 

In the account for the year 1670 we meet with the 
first notice of that class of vagrant stage -performers, 



* Sec " Xotcs hoA Qan-ioe," vol vii. (1803), p. 114. 
■ Ibid. vol. viii. (1850), p. 161. 
it. 1706, p. 243. 



150 



Mountebanks. 







the Moimtebaoksr or itinentnt dealers in aoistrtims 
and ph^'Bic, " whose show," says Strutt,' " is usually 
enlivened with mimicry, music, and tumbling". . . 
who has " culled to his aBeletunce some uf the per- 
foimances prnctised by the jugglers {Jtmgleurs); and 
the bourdour, or merry-andrew, seems to have been 
his inficparable companion." 

Mr. Wright tells us/ that, in the middle ages, the 
minstrels or jongleurs, who formed a very important 
class of aocicty, '' posscBscd many methods of enter- 
tuning, for they joined the profcaaion of mountebank, 
posture-mafilcr, and eonjnrcr with that of music and 
atory-teUing," and that, consequently, " they we: 
always welcome." 

in the sixteenth and seventeenth ccnturiea, ho^ 
ever, the mountebank does not apjiear to have been 
looked upon with so favourable on eye, for we find 
Shakespeare several times referring to these *' wan- 
dering empirics" in very disparaging terms. Th 
in the *' Comedy of Errors : "' 

" They say this town is full of cosenage ; 
As nimble ju^lers tliut deceive the eytt, 
I>ark*w()rki(i^ sorcerers thui chiittjre tliu minil, 
Soul -killing; wili^bea Unit dvftirin tlic budy, 
Diagiiiped cheaters, prtiting wtiUTileban^, 
And eucli like liburtitii^ ul'sm." 

And again, in the same play,* 

" They hroiight one Pinch, a hungry lean-faced villain, 
A mnre t(iinh>my, a raountebiink, 
A. thruncl-bsrc jiiggli^r, nml a furtune- teller." 

The character is also referred to in ** Coriolanus," 
« OtheUo," and " Hamlet" 



' "Sports and Pastimes," p. 236. 
* "OoincEtic MuDnere," p. IG5. 
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The entxy in the account i» as follows — ■ 
" Pwd to y' Cryer and lieadle for looke- 
ing to y* Conduits, when y*^ Mouu- 

tybancks were in Town ij*" 

And again, in 1673, the sum of 2g. 6d. wus, by the 
Mayor's order, paid " for ale fetched to tbe Gayocs- 
borow, when the Mountebank Doctor was there." 

In Bntler'e " Henuuns" is a very graphic sketch of 
the character of a mountebank ; and, among other 
papers illuBlrating tbe tricks by which these impudent 
impostors gulled the public, the following amu»ng 
aoecdote is related in the " Spectator:"' 

" ThcTC 18 scarcely a city in Great Britun bnt has 
one of this tribe who takes it into his protection, and 
on the market-day harangues the good people of the 
place with aphorismB and receipts. You may depend 
upon it he comes not there for his own private inte- 
rest, but out of a particular affection to the town. I 
remember one of those public-spirited artists at Ham- 
mcritmitb, who told his audience that he bod been 
bom and bred there, and that, having a special regard 
for the place of his nativity, be was determined to 
make a present of five ehilltngs to as many as would 
accept of it. The whole crowd stood agape, and 
ready to take tbe doctor at his word : when, putting 
his hand into a long bag, as every one was expecting 
bis crown-piece, he drew out a handful of little pac- 
kets, each of which he informed the spectators wae 
constantly sold at five ehiilings and dxpence, but that 
he would bate the odd five shillings to every inhabi- 
tant of that place : the whole assembly immediately 
closed with this generous offer, and took off all hii 
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physic, after the doctor had made them vouch for 
one another, thnt there were do foreigners among 
them, but that they vrere all Hatmnerfiinith men !" ' 

But to return to another branch of oar eubject, 
which we Jeft iocompiete at an earlier period, — 
namely, the ruder eporta of the people — we have 
next to notice the baiting of bears and bulls by doj^, 
oock-figbting and other amusements, as horse-racing, 
the Esistcr hunting, Whipping- 'Foma, &o. 

The barbarona custom of bear-baiting was a fa- 
vourite sport of our ancestora at an early period. ' 
We learn from Fitr-Stcphen, that as early as the ' 
reign of Henry II. the baiting of bears by doga w^^ 
a popular gnme in London ; whilst at a later period^| 
royal bearward waa an officer regularly attached to 
the royal household, and among the Harleian MSS^^ 
ia preserved the original warrant of Richard III. a^H 
|»ointing John Brown to thia office, and which recites ' 
"the diligent service he had done the king" as the 
ground for granting him the privilege of wandering 
about the country with his bearH and aped, and re- 
ceiving the " loving benevolence and favours of tl^^ 
people." Thi>a sovereign, as we have before i^H 
marlced, entertained a company of players, and gave 
great encouragement lo the science of music. 

In the " Northumberland Ilouaehold Book," cona- 
piled ID the reign of Henry VII., enumerating "a! 
maner of rewardia customable usede yearely to be 
geven by nay Lorde to strangers, aa players, myn- 
stniillB, or other strangers whateomever they be," are 
the following : — " Furst, my Lorde usith and acona^ 

* Ifo. 433. Tha document n giv«D at leogth in Collier's 
" AnnsJs of the Stage," vol. i., p. 35, note. 
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toCQ^tli to g^ff yerely the Kiage or the Queeae's bar- 
wardti, if they have one, when they cuatome to com 

unto hyin, yearcly i^* ▼ijj''. 

Iteiu, my LorJo usitU and accustomy tb to gyfe yerly, 
when hu Lurdsliipe is at home, to his barward when 
he oorayth to my Lorde in Christmas, willi \m Lord* 
shippe's beest«, for makyng of his Lordship pastyme, 
the said xij days xx'." 

Bear-baiting seems to have been a favourite pas- 
time of Queen Elizabeth, aa it had been of her eidter 
Mary ; and, indeed, it was then considered a fashion- 
able and proper amusement for ladica of the highest 
rank, and there can be no doubt that they were cug- 
tomary epeetators of the baiting of bulla and bears.' 

Master Loneham^ informs ua that this was one cf 
the "princely pleasures " provided by the Earl of 
Leicester for tho cnt«rtiiininent of the Queen during 
her famous visit to Kenilworth Castle, when thirteen 
great bcarA were worried by ban dogs; and we find 
also that foreign ambassadors were on several occa- 
sions the invited guest* of her Highness at similar 
exhibitions, who witnessed this onicl and unfeminine 
sport in her presence with great delight 

James I,, as might be expected, from his well- 
known love of hunting and other sport-s, was also a 
patron of bear-baiting, and several instances of his 
warm participation in the sport are recorded in 
NicboU* *' PrxjgreBBea and Pi-oceasiona " of that 
monarch. On ooe occasion the Iving, nccompanied 
by bis Court, took the Queen, the Princess Eliza- 
beth, and the two young Princes, to the Tower to 
witnces a £gbt between a lion aiid a bear ; and by 
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the Kind's commanduicut tlie bcar(TCliich bad killed 
B cliild that liad btien ne^li^Qtly left in the bear- 
house) was uftcrwardc! " baitud to duutli upuu a stage,"' 
in the preseuce of luauy (spectators.' 

Parie-^rdeu was duw, as it had becQ m EUzaF 
beth'5 reigti, the fashionable resort for wltueasing 
these exhibitiouB. Oo the I2th July, 1623, Mr. ^ 
Chamberlain wrote thus to Sir Dudley Carletuu :^H 
*'The Siianieli Ambassador ie much delighted iu beiU^l 
baiting. He was last week at Paris-gardeu, where 
they showed him all the pieasurethey oouUI both with 
hull, bear, aud horse, besides jackanapes, and then 
turned a white hear into the Thames, where the 
dogs bated him swimming, which was the best sport 
of all." ^ 

Popular as, it will thus he seen, bear-baiting was ^H 
the metropolis and at Court, it was not lees so in ths 
provinces, and among the people of all classes. In 
illuatration of this fact we hare it on record that at 
Congleton,in Cheshire, " the town bear having died, 
the Corporation in IGOl gave orders to sell their Jiibie 
in order to purchase another, which was done, and 
the town no longer without a bear." How they re- 
placed the Bible is not told, but the memory of the 
event is kept up to the present day in a popular 
rhyme, for a con-espondent of" Notes and Queries," 
in August 1802, states that a gentleman parsing 
through the town *■ heard some tailors singing — 

" Conglcton rare, Congleton rare, 
Sold l.lic Bilile tn pay flir ft bear." 

Nor is this the only instance of the kind, for the 
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l^cnd attaches to Clifton, a village near Sugb)r> iu 
the foUowJDg couplet — 

" Clifton -iipon-DnnEmorc, m Warwickshire, 
Sold tlic Cliiirtli Jtible to buy a bear."' 

And in EaBlwood'e " History of Ecclesficld,"' it is 
stated of that jilace " that ways and means of the 
usual kind heing awanting for the procuration of the 
usual annual hatt at the feast, the churchwardens 
pawned the Blhhfrom the sacred desk in order to ob-l' 
tain the means of enjoying their immeraorirti eportI"|| 

These paatimee, both at PariB-gardcn and in the 
country, were, for a long period, ordinarily practised 
on the sabbath ; and at one of these exhibitions at 
Paris-gardeo on Sunday, the 13th January, 1583, 
the scaffolds being crowded with " on infinite numlier 
of people to see the bear-baiting," suddenly fell down 
killing eight per^nfi, and seriously crushing about 
200 others. In a very rare Roman Catholic book, 
" The Life of the Reverend Father liennct of Can- 
filde," Douay, 1623, translated from the French by 
R. R., Catholiquc Priest,' we have the following 
mention of the custom — " Even Sunday is a day rfe- 
siffiud for Beart'imyting, and even the koure of tkf^re 
{the Protestants) service ig allotted to it, and" (as a stea- 
loDS Catholic he adds) "indecde the tymc is as well 
spent at the one as at the other." 

In Pulleyn's " Etymological Compendium "^ it is 
Blated, that" this cruel aud unmanly amusemeat is of 



' "Notes and Queries," vol. ii. (1862), pp. 166,236, 29&. 

■ PagD 3^. 

■ Quoted in Sir H. Ellis's notes to Brand'a "Popular An- 
taeiuitie**" ed. iBll, vol. U., p. 242. 

* Edited bjr K. A. Iltoau, p, 170. 
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Afncan origin, and was introdnccd into Europe fay |n 
the Romans." On tbc umc autboritj we learn, that | n 
the honour, if honour it can be deemed, of its earlicat 
exhibition in thia country helonga to Leicestershire, 
for it \s stated that *' the first wo read of bear-baiting 
in England was in the reign of King John, at Ashby- 
de-la-Zoucb, wbere " tliya strayngc pasatime was 
inti-oduced by some Italyans for his liighness'a amuse- 
ment, wberewith he and hia court were highly de 
lygbted." We are not informed, however, from what 
authority this is derived. 

At Leicester, aa we learn by the account for IGl 
there was a *' Bear-garden," for which the Corpora^ 
tion received the annual rent of 20d. 

Numerous jmyments to bcarwards oocur in vario' 
years ;■ among others, rewards were given to those 
Edward YI. and Queen Elizabeth, the Marquis of 
Dorset (afterwards Duke of Suffolk), the Earls of 
Huntingdon, Derby, Shrewalmry, Leicester, and 
Essex ; and the Lords ClLnton and Vaux. 

Not satisfied, however, with witnessing the sport 
at the place »et apart for it — the Bear-garden — it 
seems to have been bo thoroughly in accordance with 
the tast«8 and feelings of even the rulers of the people 
as to bo introduced at the ISIayor's feast, at the Town 
Hall, which was attended by many of the nobilitj' 
and gentry of the neighbourhood. 

We may suppose that, taking the place usuall^^ 
occupied by the " Interlude," the bear was baited ^^| 
the Hall in the interval between tbc feast and the 
" banquet" or dessert, and tlie corapaoy, like the 
Spanish ambassadors, no doubt witnessed tlie exhibi- 
tion " with great delight." 

Thus, in 1680, wc iind it recorded that, i 
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to iJie oentributioDfi gathered from tbe compauy pre- 
sent, a reward of 4s. was given " to two bearwarda 
at Mr. Mayors dinner;" and two years later we 
Lave the following entry : — 
"Geven to George Worde, Beareward, the 
Erie of HuntingdoDs man, and to one otber, 
being Sir xpofer Hationa man and a beare- 
Tard, at Mr. Mayor's dynuer more than was 

gaythered vij'" 

That remarkable man. Sir Christoplier Hatton, is 
well-known as a stateaman; and is it not also duly 
chronicled in " The Critic" that he " yvas famous for 
his dancin/f?" but it is not equally well-known that 
he had a bear-baling establishment attached to his 
household. 

In the anmmer of 1589 (probably at the invitation 
of the ]\Iayor), the High Sheriff, Mr. Skeffington, 
and " divers other gentlemen witb him," were present 
at " a greate Bearebeatiog" in the town, and were 
entertained, at the public expense, with wine and 
sngar, and a present of " ten shilliugs in gold" was 
also made. 

In 1 GO'S, during the riotous proceedings in the town, 
consequent on cutting down the May-pole (as before 
described), among other proclamations brought down 
by a king's messenger, was one prohibiting all Bear- 
baiting, BuU-haiting, Interludes, Common-plays, or 
other like disordered or unlaw fnl exercises or pastimes, 
to be kept or used upon any Sabbath-day. 

In 1606, a iiaymcnt of 2s. Gd. was made by tlie 
Chamberlains to " the Master of the Bahuoua, licensed 
to travel by the king's warrant.'* 

This entry iMuseeses a considerable amount of in- 
terest, from the iitott that it very probably refers to 
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the celebrated Edward Alleyn, to wliom we have 
more than once before referred, for he held the office 
of*' Keeper of the King's Wild Beasts, and Master 
of the Royal Beai'-gardcn," situate ou tlie Baok-sido 
in Southwark, for a time jointly with hia father-in- 
law, Henalowe, afterwards aloiie. The profits he 
derived from this appointment ai'e said hy oae of his 
biographers' to have been very hirge, and to have been 
tho source of the great fortune which he realized; 
and he is styled by tliis office — " Master of the Bears 
and Dogs," m the letters pateut for the foundation 
of his college at Dulwich, in 1620. Aii incident in 
connection with him as Master of the Bear-garden is 
recorded by Slow, in his Chronicle, under the year 
1603-4, and which \& sufficiently curious to excuse 
its quotation here. He says — *' The Kings Majesty 
lodging in tho Tower of London on the 13lh of I 
Miirch .... being told of the lions, lie asked of their 
being, and how ihcy came thither, for that in England 
there were bred no such fierce beasts, whereunto was 
answered that no mention is made in any record of 
lions breeding hero : norerthetess Ahrahjim OrtcHus, 
and other forraine writers, do affirme that there are in 
Englande beasts of as great courage as the lion, 
namely the maslifl'e dog; whereuppon the King 
caused Edward Alleyn^ late servant to the Lord Ad- I 
mirall, now sworn the Prince's man, and Master of 
the Bcare G.irden, to fetch secretly three of th^^ 
fellest dogs in the garden; which being done, th^^| 
King, Queen, and Prince, with four or five lonJs, 
nvent to the Lion's towre and caused the lustiest lion 
to be separated from its mate, and put into the U( 
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n one dog alone." The other doga were afterwards 
put in, and the fight is described by the chrouiclcr at 
Bomc length. The end was that " the two first dogs 
dyed within a few dayes, but the last dog was well 
■ccovered of all his hurts; and the jouiig Prince com- 
manded lu8 servant E. Alleyn to bring the dog to 
him to Sl James, where the Prince charged the said 
^AUeyn to keepe liim, and make much of hiin, saying, 
he that had fought with the king of bea&tes, should 
never af\er fight with aoy ioferjour creature." 

The last patent discovered to have been given for 
liie office of " Master of the Bears and Dogs," is that 
granted to Sir Sanders Duncombe in 1639, the prac- 
tice having been checked by the Pai-liament in 1G42; 
'but the sport was not wholly discontinued in the 
poighbourhood of London till 175U. The com- 
Eparieou of a noisy house to a '' bear-gard&a," £tiU 
perpetuates the national ainu&emeat of the time of 
Shakespeare. 

Bull-baiting was an equally popular sport; but 
ipo do not meet with a single Stem of expcnBO con- 
nected with it in the town accounts, like the very 
numerous ones of the pastime of bear-baiting. This 
is readily explained by the very nature of the rau- 
nicijml regulations respecting it, by which provision 
ira8 made for a regular supply of bulla for baiting, 
without expense to the town funils. Tiiia regiiktiun 
Wa« also made at a period long anlorior to any entry 
Df a payment for bear-baiting, for it occurs among the 
Ctrdinanccs agreed to at a Common Hall held on " the 
Thursday before the feast of Saints Simon and Jude," 
7, and is as follows; — "I'he Mayor commandcih 
the King's behalf (mft-r alia) that no butcher kill 
10 bull to dell within this town, but if it bo (f.f. 
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wiUiout ita being) baited before, oa pain of forfeitaire 
thereof." 

It ia asserted, with what truth we know not, 
tibe first bult-bait helcl in Kngland took plnoc at 
Stomfort] about the year 1209, and that it was fan 
troduced from the following circumstances:— •• Earl 
Warren, lord of the town, standing upon the walls of 
the castle, observed two bulU ^gbting until the 
butchers* dogs interposed and pursued one of tlietn 
through iJie towo, which sight so pleased his lordship, 
that he gave the meadow where the fray began to 
the butcliers of the town, to be used a« a commou 
after the first grass was mowu, oa condition that they 
should find a mad bull tlie daj tax. weeks before 
Christmas-da^ for .the coutJnuaoce of the sport for 
ever."^ 

Our %&r\, John of Gaunt, is said to have founded 
a similar sport in connection with bis Court of Mln- 
Btrets at Tulbury, wliioh is fully described in Plott's 
*' Uistory of StatTordshire ;" and although it has been 
attempted to be shown that the " bull-running'^ wae 
an addition of a later date, its institution by John of 
Gaunt is reasserted by Sir Oswald Mosley in his 
" History of Tutbury,"^ the belief being that he had 
adopted it to remind his Spanish consort of the buU- 
fcosts of her native country. 

£ut whatever might have been its origin, 
popularity of the sport was very great at an early 
period in our history, and Mr. Wright' informs us 
that in the middle ages " there was scarcely a town 
or vill^e of any magnitude which Irnd not i 
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ring ;" and that, " it was a munioipal enactment in all 
towns and cities that no butcher should be allowed 
to kill B bull until it luid been biiitod,"' as it was 
with U8. It would appear timt it was sometimes 
customary for the bniiings to tukc place before the 
Mayor's door, fur wc find by the corporation journals 
of the City of Winchester, that in the 30th year of 
the reign of Henry VI 11. it was ordered — 

" That from hcnsforthe ther &bal be no bulstake 
set before any Mayor's doore to bayte any bull, but 
onlic at the bull-ringe within the said cytie." 

At Southampton it was part of the Mayor's office 
to see that plenty of bulls and beara were provided 
for baiting. 

In Mi^son's " Memolra and Observations in his 
Travela over England"" are some remarks on the 
manner of bull-baiting as it was practised in the 
lime of William III. 

We have no record of any open space ia Leicester 
having been called " the Bull-ring," — a designation 
still retained at the present day at liirmingham and 
other towns; — but I have an impression thata locsility 
DOW la the centre.butwhicli was originallyjust with- 
out the walls of the town, derived its ancietit name 
from its having been used of old as the place for 
holding tliese bear ond bull-baitings, in addition to, 
or in lien of, the Bear-^ardeu — a purpose to which 
it was well adapted. This is the site immediately 
without the cast gates, now called *' the Haymarket" 
— previously *' the Coal-hill," (from it5 being the 
place where coal was formerly brought for sale in 
panniers on the backs of horsca) — but formerly known 
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ae *' the Bear'kilV The centre of the spot waa once 
occupied by a elooe cross, nieotioned in our recor<3s 
a^ the " Bearehill," " Barebill," " Beerehill," and 
" Berehyll Crosee," (in accordance with that delight- 
ful and never-euough-to-be-eiivled freedom irom the 
tjhackU-ES of orthography wluch then prevailed), and 
M-hich, at a later dute, became corrupted into " Bar- 
well/' auJ finally into " Barrell Crosse." 

Coch-fightiijg was another barbarous sport which 
survived until a comparatively recent period as a 
public pastime, and as it wat; one of the \a»t to bet- 
come obsolete, m it was one of the earlieet in its 
origin, for it is eaid to have been, instituted by law 
at Athens as an nuDual sport in the time of Themis- 
toclea, in order to commemorate a victory of the 
Grecian army over the Persians, under circumstancea 
related by the hidtorians. 

In Cajsar's Conimenlaries mention is made of th 
English cocks, but Fitzatephen, who died in 1191, 
is the earliest writer who notices cock-fighting in 
England. Speaking of the " Sports and Pastimes of 
Old Time used in this City" (London), he saya tliat 
" every year at Shrove Tuesday . . . the school-boys 
do bring cocks of the game to their master, and all 
the forenoon they delight tliemselves in cock-fighting: 
after dinner all the youths go into the fields to play 
at the baU,"' From this time to almost the end of 
the last century this diversion, cruel and absurd as it 
was, continued to be practised, although it was pro- 
hibited iu the reign of Edward III., again in that of 
IXenry VIII., ^who however patronized it htmbelf); 
and once more in 1369.' 
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Jatned I., aflcr his accesgUm to the English throue, 
became a great [Mttron of the spcrt, both at the ruyul 
Cock-j>it and oa his progresses. Mr. Jesse, in his 
" Court of England under the Stuarta,'" says of him, 
that* ** ia additiun to bis taete for hunting, and iiis 
addiction to the pleasures of the table, the cook-pit 
was frequented by him. at least twice a-toeek, and indeed 
constituted one of his principal sources of amuse- 
ment. It IB even affirmed that the aalary of the 
master of tJie cocks, amounting to two hundred 
pounds per annmDj exceeded the united allowances 
of two secreiorie3 of etatc." And we learn from a 
MS. in the Bodleiori Library/ that the King being 
at Lincoln in 1617, on hin Progress, " on Wednesday, 
being the second of April, his Majesty did come iu 
his CArochc to the sign of the George by the Stan- 
bowe (Stone Bow), to see a cockingc thcar, where 
he ap|»ointcd four cocks to be pnt on the pit toge- 
ther, which made ftiV Majesfie very mern'eJ'* 

It is very probable that James, in the various visits 
which he paid to Leicester during his reign, witnessed 
his favourite sport at our cock-pit. 

"We have met with only three entries in oar local 
records of payments connected with this cruel sport, 
all of them in Queen Elizabeth's reign, aud in every 
instance for the entertainment of members of the aris- 
tocracy residing iu the neighbourhood. 

The first, in 1572, is for the expense of " tliree gal- 
lons of wine, 'A lbs. of sugar, and cakes giveu to Sir 
Geoigo Hastings, knight, aud divcra other knights 



' Vol,l..p.57,«d. 1835. 

' Quoted in Nichols' '* Frog^i-i»se« auil Prac«&Bioai of tfsine» 
1.," ToL iiU p. 264. 
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and gentlemen at tlie cocke pitt;" aud Uie second, 
which was on the 20th of June, 1580, for a eiraU 
lar vnlcrtuinment to " Sir George Ilaatiugs and divers 
other Gentleiiieu at the Cockiuge;" wliiUt the Iwt 
entf)-, in 1595, is a payment of 2U. 4i^. spent in vine 
and sugar, cherries, cnkei-. and bread, " given the 
Gentlemen att the Cockinge, and at the Cockepitt." 

The Leicester cook-pit at tliat {leriod, 38 appean 
by Speed's plan of the town taken in 1610, stood on 
the eastwnrd aide of the London roadj (now Gmiiby- 
street) between the present Malford-alreet and Rut- 
land-street, nnd was a eexangular building with a 
domed roof. 

Cock-iighting was again prohibited in 1654, by 
one of the acts of Oliver Cromwell ; but after hia 
death it once more became fashionable, under the 
patronage of that leader of all the vices of hia age-^ 
the wortblefs ccapegrace, ("harlca II., who, according 
to the witty Rochcater'd well-known epitaph, "ncT 
said a foolish thing, and never did a wise one." 

At a more recent period a new cock-pit was erec 
in Leicester. Onr late venerable and versatile fellow- 
townsman, Mr. William Gardiner,' in hia gossiping ' 
and characteristic work, " Music and Friends,"" de- 
scribing the condition of the town about the ye^y 
1780, says: — jH 

" Wakes and fairs were continnally occurring, n^ 
which tlie lower orders indulged in all sorts of sports, 
as cock-tlirowing, foot^ball, and single-stick. The 
work-people had their clubs, foot-ales, and candle* 
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blocks. The farmera had their ebeep-Bheariii^, Mav- 
]jok*«, auJ }iarvu6t-cart. lu llie upper chuujv^ daiiciag 
■ and cards prevailed; but the grand amutemejU teas 
atck-Jlffhtiiiff. T!ic maius to be foujjht were adver- 
tised in every paper, and were as common as cricket- 
matches at this time. Sometimes one hundred cocks 
wore slaufjhtered in a day. The theatre of" this aniiise- 
tuent, calleti the cock-pit, etcwd where now 5tand the 
Assembly Rooms, lilven men of rank and fashion 
joined in this cruel Rport, and, like our Saxon anoes- 
tore, hunted nil day, and drank all night.** 
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lodes to the Bimilar B[)ort of quail-fighting, but whi(^ 
Mr. Douce' thinks was not practised in England to 
Sh{ikespeare*s time. 

We have next to notice the sport of horse-racing. 
TTie first reference we have found in the chamber- 
lains' accounta relative to borae-races in Leicester is 
in the year 1603, when a gallon of sack, with sugar, 
was " given to the gentlemen at the horse-running." 

Although boree-raclng was customary in England 
at a verj early period, probably even prior to the 
Cooquest — indeed, it ia stated to have been practieed 
here in the time of the Romans, — it \» said not to 
hare made any considerable progress, but rather to 
have become extinct, till the accession of James I., 
on the 24th of Marob, 1603, who, it is asserted' 
" Again introduced it from Scotland, where it came 
into vogue from the spirit and swiftneBs of the Spa- 
nish horses vfhich had been wrecked in the vessels of 
the Armada, and thrown ashore on the coasts of 
Galloway. From this period," it is added, " it be- 
came i'ashionable." 

The foregoing entry in our records shows that 
public race took place at Leiocatcr in the same year 
ae the King came to the throne; and as the entry 
preoedes one on the 23rrf of March (the day previons 
to the death of Queen Elizabetli), recording the pr e- i 
Bcntation of ** wine and ^itgar and banqueting stuff^f 
to Sir Jolm Groy and other gentlemen at the Ange^^ 
in Leicester, coming post from the court, there is 
sufficient evidence that the sport must have been 
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' NichciU' " Pi-ogrcsses and Processions of James I^ 
p. 406, nMe. 
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established at Leicester as early as in any town in 
England, if the foregoing asstirtion be correct. 

In the autumn of the same year, or it may be in 
the early part of the following year, for tho date is 
unccrtainj Sir Thooias Griffin, Sir William Kaunt, 
and other gentlemen, were entertained at the Angel, 
with " sacke and claret at the horse- running," 

In 1613 we have the first notice of the kind of ■ 
prize given here to the auccessful candidate^ and 
which, in most places, was a silver bell (from which 
originated the phrase "to bear the bell"). In this 
instance the prize was a "golden snaffle," and in the 
following year, when the racea took place on the 
18th of April, it was a gold cwp. 

A contribution of £4 was given from the town 
purse in 1674 towards "the Plates to be run for;" 
and in 1688 the sum of £2 wag paid towards buying 
a plate to be run for in the Abbey Meadow, and a 
similar sum was contributed for many years after. 

In 1690 there was •* paid to Colonel Lister's man, 
when he brought the Earl of RutlaufTs Plate to the 
Mayor, the 30th day of September, which was to be 
run for in tlie Abbey Meadow, 5^. ;" and a further 
Bum of \s. 3d. was paid by the Mayor's order for 
ribbon to lie on the cover. 

All these extrncta tend to show that Leicester 
must have been one of the foremost amongst those 
towns where public races were fir&t established, and 
the last entry proves at what a distant date they 
received the patronage of the princely house of 
Rutland — a patronage which continued to within a 
few years of the decease of the late venerable and 
unlvcr.*Ally respected Duke. 

It will be seen that the original race-ground was 
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the Abbey Meadow, where, says Throsby,* the h' 
ran sometimes up to the knees In water." About 
year 1740 a portion of St Mary's Field was oet ai 
for tbe sport; and, on tliis, as we learn on the 
authority, the horses had to cross turnpike roads four 
timee, and, iu wet seasons, it waa in some pkcea 
almost up to the belly in mire. 

AnotJtcr annual holiday which was for a long 
period a very popular one, was the mock hunting of 
the hare on the Danes' hilk on Easter Monday. 

Our local historian, Throsby, who had opportuni- 
ties durinj:; many years of bcin/^ an eye witness of 
the proceedings on these occasions, thus descri 
them under the year 1767 : — 

*' It had long before been cnatomary, on Eas 
Monday, for the Mayor and hia brethren, in thi 
acariet gowns, attended by their prnper oflBcers, 
form, to go to a cerfcun close, called Dlack-A 
Jiotoer Closf, parcel of, or bordering ni>on, LeiceS' 
Forest, to see the diversion of hunting, or rather t: 
trailing of a cat before a pack of hounds: a custoi 
perhaps, originating out of a claim to the royalty 
the forest. Uither, on a fair day, resorted the young 
and old, and those of all denominations. In the 
greatest hanuouy the spring was welcomed. The 
morning was spent iu various amusements and athletic 
exercises, till a dead cat, about noon, was prepared 
by aniseed water, fur commencing the mock hunting 
of the hare. In aljont half an hour, after the cat, 
Itad been tniiled at the tail of a hoi-se over ^3^M 
grounds, in zig-zag directions, tlie hounds wc^fl 
directed to the spot where the cat had been trailed 
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'(Vom. Here die hounds gave tongue in j^lorious 
concert. The people from the vari()u& eminenceB, 
who had placed themaelves to behold the eight, with 
Bhouta of rupfurcj gave ap|ilaiiee ; the horsemen 
dorthing after the hounds through foul passages, and 
over fences, were emulous for taking the lead of 
their fellows. It was a si^enc, upon the whole, of 
joy, the governing and the governed in the habits 
of freedom, enjoying together an innocent and recre- 
ating amTiseinenl, serving to unite them in bonds of 
imitiial friendship, rather than to embitter their days 
with discord and disiiDion. Aa the cat had been 
trailed to the Mayor's door, through some of the prin- 
cipal street*, consequently the dogs and horfcnien 
followed. After the hunt was over, the Mayor gave 
a handsome treat to His friends j in this manner the 

I day ended."' 

■ This, as well as other [nuDici|>al festivals, was 

r attended by the town waitsi clothed \u their scarlet 
gowns and wearing their silver chains and badges; 

I'nud we have already quoted an instance when the 
town wmts having been ditniiesed, the Northamj^ton 
waits were paid " for playing before the corapaniea 
oti Easter Monday^ and at May-day fair" in their 



We have no record of the period when the muni- 
cipal authorities first went, as a body, to hunt the 
hare on the Danes' hills. Throsby, it will be seen, 

>■ surmises that the custom originated out of n claim to 
the royalty of tke forest. This could scarcely be the 
cose, as the forest had been held from time immemo- 
rial as part of the demesne of the ancient carls of 
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Leicester, an3 paesed to the crown in the pcwon (rf 
Henry IV. Tberc la no doubt, however, that U» 
hurges^es of Luicestcr, long before the Conqaeil 
po»9ef<^ed certaiu rights and pnvilcgea in the ibreit 
aa regarded pusluruge, the collection of the fallen tint' 
ber for fuel, &c. ; and aa we learn from " Domesday- 
book" that in the time of Edward the Confeeaw, 
umoug the payments ond services due by cufitoni to 
the Sovereign from the town of Leieeeter, was the 
annual preeentntion of a hawk' — a frequent service ia 
tlie laiilJle ages to the supreme lord for the privilege 
of hunting in the forests, or of" free warren," as we 
leara from lilounl's " Ancient Tenures," &c. — it \S 
therefore far from improbable that when the foreet was 
diaaforested and enclosed, in the reign of Charles I„ 
this formal ceremony of bunting in their state robea 
was adopted by the coTpnrdtion as an aaaertion of 
their right of free-warren over the lands in ques- 
tion, " The wood and coal money," still annually 
distributed in the town, is derived from the rent of 
certain forest land, $et apart for the benefit of the 
burgesses in Heu of their ancient right to collect 
wood in the forest, 

A charter granted by Henry I. to the City of 
London recites that " the citizens of I^ondon may 
have chases, and hunt as well, and us J'ullt/ as their 
ancestors have hadi^ showing that these privileges 
were of ancient atanding. Fitzstephon, who wrot« 
towards tho close of the reign of Henry II., saye 



' It is stated in ThDinson's " Magna Cliurta" (p. 352), that 
"part of the {asm. of the Koy&l Demeetie Tuwiis was paid iH. 
Hawks." 

Mftitlnmi's " History oi" London," book i., chap. »i. 
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that tlie Londoners delight tliemselvea with liawks 
anfj liouodd, for tliey Lave the liberty of huntiDg la 
Middlesex and ether places. 

lu tiiat curiouri work, "Mach^a's Diary," under 
the year 1662, we hure the ibllowing i^uaiat descrip- 
tion of the annual hunting of the haru, &c., by the 
Corporation of Loniloa — aceremony which assimilated 
very closely, in the main, to the Easter hunting at 
Leicester, and both, probably, had a similar origin i — 

** The 18th day of September my lord mayor, and 
my masters the aldermen, and many worshipfuU men, 
and divere of the masters and wardens of the xii 
companies rode to the conduit beada for to see them, 
after the old cuBtom, and afore dinner they Iiunted 
the hare and killed, and bo to dinner to the head of 
the conduit, for there waa a number, and had good 
cheer of the chamberlain ; and after dinner to hunting 
of the fox, and there was a goodly cry for a mile, 
and after the honnds killed the fox at the end of St. 
(jilcs's, and there was a great cry at the death, and 
blowing of horns: and so rmle through London my 
lord mayor Harper with all hie company home to hia 
own place in Lombard-street."' 

Many payments relating to this annual holi* 
day occur in our accounts, but, although we learn 
that the mayor and his bretliren hunted elsewhere at 
least a century earlier, we do not find any entry 
relatjog to the Easter hunting on the Dane's hills 
prior to the year l(i(iS. As the payment, however, 
of 10s. " to Mr. FawQt and Sir John Bale's huntsmen 
upon Easter Mimday," is without any special order 
annexed, it is probable that it was merely the coa- 
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tinuance of a long-estnblishcd custom — the gr 
to the huntsmpn being then paiti out of the [ 
purse instead of out of private coDtributioos by tbe 
Corporntion. The probubility also is that, as origi- 
nally instituted, the cuniora was for a real hunting of 
the hare to tnke place — the introduction into the 
ceremony of the dead cat scented with aniseed being 
of long subsequent date, and arUUig fruiu lliescarcitT 
of harcD in the locality or some uther cause. TbisB 
indicated by aa amusing entry which occurs in liie ' 
account for 1671, from whlcli it appears that if lie 
wortliy mayor and liitf brother eporlBmeu did not 
really comiuit much destruction amongst the gam« 
by their hunting, they, at least, wished it to neem bo. 
The entry is as follows : — '* Itin. p"" to two-and-twenlv 
men that brought and carried hares brfore Mr. Mayor 
and the Atdenncn, by Mr. Mayor's order." The 
iditora considered, we suppose, that this expemliture 
18 not necessary tn support the dignity of hia wor- 
ship on the occasion, for the payment was disallowed. 
The hounds were lent for the sport by the various 
county gentlemen residing in llie neighbourhood, who 
were also, doubtless, the guests of the corporation at 
the hunting feast, and amciigat those whose huntamen 
were rewarded for their attendance, in addition to 
thoae already mentioned, were Sir Henry Ilcaumo: 
Mr, Mead, and Sir Edward C'ave, 

A similur annual custom of hare-hunting was at 
time practised by the Corporotinn of Leicester at 
Whetstone: of which place they werethu Lords of the 
Manor, and held a court there, when suit and service 
were done by the tenants: on which occasions, ae 
might be anticipated, a good dinner was provided at 
the public expense, and a fee was paid to the ste 
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of the court. In tlie chamber] aint<' nccount for the 
year 1574 we haveau entry of 12* "given to the hare- 
Jindera at Whctaton Court" — atermuswl by Shake- 
apc&re in " Much Ado about 2iolhing," and which 
has greatly puz/.led \\m coiumentattira. A note re- 
&|XKrliiig it will be found in the Appendix. 

On the 5th of Se[ituml>cr, 1718, The eorporation 
lit a Common Hall tlien held, ordered "that for the 
futtirc, at the hunting-feast, -which is yearly on Eas- 
ter Monday the twenty-four,' in their formalities, 
attend Mr. Mayor into the field, if the weather per- 
mit, acronlinij to the nncintt ntstorHf and what enter- 
tainment »ha11 be given that day shall be at the charge 
of the Mayor only, upon forfeiture of 20/., the late 
additional sftlary." 

Throdby, writing in 1791, says that since a violent 
contested election, ivblch occurred in 1767 and lasted 
fuurtccu d«y8, this "■ innocent holiday has been gra- 
dually dwindling into disuse," and that "some Mayors 
have given it us a ruason, why Ihef/ Jignged the fcai«t,and 
consequently the cuetoiu that impruper people obtruded 
themselves upon the company at dinner. I'crhaps 
(he continues,) a more cogent reason jnny he asaigncd. 
The Mayor is allowed a certain sum of money to 
keep op the dignity of his office during his year; 
feast or no feast the receipt is the same fmm the town 
purse.' 

Although the corporation hunting has long been 
discontinued, traces of the old custom still exist in 
the annual holiday, or fair, yvt held nn the Danes' 
Hills and the Kosae Koad, on Kaster Monday, which 
is now attended by comparatively few persons; 



' ijl. the AIdertD«n. 
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but which, not many years &ince, attracted a Ini 
concourse of the more youthful portion of the popQ- 
lation. This, like so many other old oustoms, a 
graduiilly dying away. 

The facetious Toiu D*Urfey' haa ridiculed the 
hunting of the Lord Mayor and C'orporation of the 
City in his hallad called " London CuBtome," and in 
a manner which might, doubtless, be equally applic- 
able at the time to our own less important mnoiciiMl 
rulers. After dcacribing the passage of the Loi 
Mayor and his companv through the city into 
" where once a year a hunting they go," he says : 

" My lorJ be Lakes u stuff m Land to Leal. Uie bushes o'er, 
I iniial confess it was a work, hi* neVr haid Aun*: before; 
A cnisture bouncetK frum & bush, which made them all to 

laugh ; 
H/ lord he cried a hare I a hare I but U proved an £m«x i 

" And when thoy had done thdr sport, they oBjne to Lod^ob 

where: they dwiU, 
Their f&Ke* all eo torn and acratch'd, their wives scaree kl 

them well ; 

Pot 'twas a TCiy great mercy so many 'jcap'd alive, 
For of twenty sadilW canied out, they bcought a^iD but 

Eve!" 

Leicester bad, unfortunately, no poot thus to cele- 
brate the deeds of our local Nimroda, however worthy 
they might be of the same renown. 

Another ancient custom, now abolished, was the 
eport knowu as the W7ii/7«n^ Toms, wliich was held 
in tliat part of the precincts of Leicester Castle called 
the Nrtcarhc, originally the Nac' Work, an area of con- 
eiderable extent™ Throsby, in whose time this unique 
eport waK in full operation, thus dcaeribes it: — 
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" Here is held an annual fair on Slirove Tuesday, 

Ehiefiy for the amusement of young people of both 

sexes in Leicester. On this day formerly was prac- 

^aed in this place, in its full extent, the barbarous 

siutom of throwing at cocka; where some were tied 

a stake, and others set at liberty, in consequence 

>f their being tmined, to shiit for themactvea irom the 

r€ll-aimed blow of boys and men, who,with bludgeons, 

5y giving a certain sum of money (generally two- 

snce), had sbt tbrows. Now the amusemeat oa 

>hrove Tuesday is confined to the purchase of oranges, 

gingerbread, Sccaud what \s called the undent sport 

sf H'htpping Toms; a practice, I apprehend, origi- 

lally instituted by the dwellers in the Newark to 

rive away the rabble, after a certain hour, from the 

»ir. It is now the sport of boys and boyish men ; 

two, three, or more men, armed with cart~whijj8, and 

[vritli a handkerchief tied over one eye, are let loose 

jpon tlie people to flog them, who are, in general, 

guarded with boots on their legg and sticks in their 

ida. These whip-men, called H'kippuiff Toms, are 

arecedcd (followed) by a bell-maiij whose shake of 

lis handbell gives a token or authority for %vhipping 

ihe legs of those who dare to remain in the Newark. 

[Many arts and devices arc practised by the AVhipping 

iToms to take the people by surprise ; but quarrels 

[sometinics ensue in cousequcnee, which beggar de- 

iBcription. The approach of uigbt ends this annual 

[loliday."' 

I have myself on several occasions, when a boy, 
ritnessed this singular spectacle from the garden of 
i>ne of the houses in the Newark The sports usually 
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began about ten or eleven o'clock in the morning of 
Shrove Tueaday, the principal game being tliat dl 
" Sliinney," or '•Hockey.'" All other procecJing* 
were, however, MUpersedcd by the Whipping Torn*, 
who coramcoccd operations at one o'clock, Afwr 
that hour any persona paasiog through the New»ri 
were liable to be whipped, unless they paid a fee to 
any or oil of the Whipping Tome by whom tliey 
might be met or pursued, who, however, were not 
by cuetoti) allowed to whip above the knee, and any 
one kneeling down was sole from attack &o long a> 
he remaiued in that posture. 

Many of the lower class, and occasionally some 
" fast" young fellows of the middle class (who caae 
" to see the fun"), would take what was called " two 
pennyworth of whipping," or, iu other words, would 
take part in a kind oi faicintf match — the Whipping 
Tom endeavom'ing to whip their legs wilb liig long 
cart-wlilp, and the others endeavouring to ward off 
the blows with their long sttcke with all the skill of 
which they were mai^ter. OccHsionally a well-directed 
blow would take effiictj tlie stroke often cuttiag 
through the stocking* of the unskilful or Incantioiu 
rcci|iicnt. On theae oeciisiona a ring would be formcid 
round the piiir iif antagonistsj and whilst the atten- 
tion of the spectators was engrossed by the exciting 
CJintest going on before their eyes, they would be 
suddenly startled by the warning eotmd of the belb, 
and find themselves attacked in the rear by the other 
Whipping Toms, when they would scflmi>er In all 
directions; sometimes, however, by surrounding tlie 

' Deatrribetl b* Mr, lIiLlliwcl), in his " Arcliaic Dictionjurj','' 
tinder the iiiinie of " Bandy," 

* Sec Mr. W. Gardiner"* "Music »nit Friends," rol, i., p. ; 
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tUmon, they woii!d succeed in siloDcing " that awful 
lU," and thna, for a time, render the Whipping Tom 
powerless, antil one of his companions, with his at- 
tendant bell, should Tuah to the rescue. 
■ *Yhb ** bounds," beyond which everyone was safe 
n'om attack, were the Magazine (jlateway, the Turret 
ijlatcway, the lane leading to Rupert's Tower (]>art 
f die old town wall), and the passage between Trioity 
Io9pital and St. Mary's Viciirage, leading to the 
'Ske-yard, which it seems was at qiig time " dignified 
y the name gf Little London."^ 

It was formerly the custom on this day for the 

ids and lasses to meet ia the spacious gallery of the 

romen's ward in Trinity Hospital, and to play at 

Thread-the-Needle," and other similar games. This, 

owever, from its annoyiog the aged inmates, was 

iscontinued a few years before the sport of Whipping 

Joms was finally aboliebed. AH attempts to put a 

op to the practice of this ancient custom (which 

Brtmnly was one " more honoured in the breach than 

the observance,") had proved futile; until, at length, 

the aid of an Act of Parliament was called in to 

abolish it, a clause witli that object bcin^ embodied 

in the " Leicester Improvement Act," which received 

the royal assent on the t8th of June, 1846. As this 

clause (the 41st) clearly indicates the strong bold 

which ibis annual sport retained upon many of the 

people, even at that recent period, it Is here given : — 

** Wbcreaa a certain custom or practice called 

'Whipping Toms' baa for many years existed in a 

public place called the Newarke, in the said Borough^ 



' As stated in » commuiiieation to Hone's "Year Book" 
(p. 539) on this sDbjw-i, 

N 
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on Shrove Tuesday, which has caused lar^ num 
of people to assemble ihere, who by the eport 
carried ou occasion grent noise and iocoDTeDieDce 
only to persons residing In the Newarke, but to the 
inhabilauts of the said borough generally, by preveDt* 
ing [>tir»ous not engaged in the said sports from pasdng 
along the &aid place %vithout subjecting themselves to 
the payment of inaucy, which is demanded of them 
to CBiNipc being whipped: Be it thereforo enacted, 
That from and &hnv tlie passing of ihia Act the said 
custom or practice called Whipping Toms shall be, 
and the same \s hereby declared to be unlawful ; aud 
in case any person or persons shall on Shrove Tues- 
day ID any year after the passing of this Act play at 
Whipping Toms, ehindy, football, or aoy other game 
on any part of the uiid place called the Newarke, or 
stand, or be in the said place with any whip> 6tiok,fi(r 
other instrument for the purput^e of playing tlierestj 
he or they shall forfeit and jiay for every such oflence 
any sum not exceeding the sum of five pounds, to be 
recovered in like manner as other penalties created 
by this Act; and it shall be lawful for any polios 
constable or peace officer of the said borough without 
any warrant whatsoever to seize nnd apprehend any 
person offending as aforesaid, nnd forthwith to convey 
him before any justice of the peace, in order to hi« 
conviction fur the said offence." 

On the Shrove Tuesday following the passing of 
this Act. although due notice had been given to the 
pnblic of the consequences, great nnmbena of the 
"roughB" among the worklug-classes, together with 
the old Whipping Toui», assembled iu the Newarke, 
with the determination to have their s[)ort as usuftli 
and it was only after a serious collision between tb« 
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klice and the people, during which man^v heavy 
W8 were giveu and ruturnuJ, that tliu authorities 
length aucctedeJ in clearing the Newarke, several 
the ringleaUcrb In tlie afl'air being taken into 
cDstody. 
Thufl, b^ force of law, in the middle of the nine- 
ntli ceutury^ was brought to an end the unique 
<rt of Whipping Toioa; a cuBtom whoee origin 
meaning are lost in the mists of antiquity, for on 
ese points all is conjecture,, nordu we find any dear 
of a eimilar ciu)tom existing, at any period, in 
;]ier parts of the kingdom. 

One local troditioa is, that it was instituted to 
memorate the expulsion of the Danes from Lei- 
cester, on Hoke Day, a.d. 1002, when nearly all the 
Danes in England were massacred.' Another, and, 
we think, a much more plausible theory, is that it 
iwea its origin to .John of Gaunt, and that it was a 
arc hy which certain privilege* granted by him to 
e inhabitanu of the locality were maintained," the 
ewarkc — in which stood the collegiate church (the 
rial p1ac« of the House of Lancaster), the hoaaes of 
.« canons, and the hospital founded by Earl Henry 
l3yo — as well as " the Castle View," on the north- 
aide of the castle, having been, until very re- 
ntly, extra-parochial. We have already alluded to 
;e still more barbarous custom of " Bull-running" 
it Tutbury, which, it seems probable, was instituted 
by John of Gaunt, and from the very curious cere- 
monies which he prescribed to be observed as the 

■ ' TLompjon's " Uintory of Leiceater," p. IS, nnie. 
M * Gardiuer's *' Ahtiio and Frieods," Yut. i,, p. StX. 
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Batby lucQ was to be held, In commemoration of i 
romantic iDcUleut, which is uarrated at lengtli by 
Tbrosby,' and wliich cereiuoniefl are still, m part, kept 
up, we may conclude that this celebrated uiau bad x 
oonsideruble epice of eccentricity in bis dlspoailion, 
and that bis ^eat populurity iu tliin ueigbbourfaood 
was due, in some degree, to tbe rrcodoui uitb w 
he occaBionally mingled in ilie sports of the pcopi 

The only use of tbe term ** Whipping Tom " wc 
have met with elsewhere than in Lcicot^ter^ Is in a 
quotation from Aubrey, in Thorns' ** Anecdotes and 
TraditionB,"* where mention is niiule of "A Wbijh 
ping Tom in Kent, who disciplined the wandering 
maids and women till they were afraid to walk abroad." 
Upon this paBsnge Mr. Thorns observes — " * Whip- 
ping Tom's Rod for u proud Lady/ is the title of a 
satirical tract, published about the year 1 744. Whip- 
ping Tom himself (adds the learned editor) would 
appear to bear some resemblance to Mumbo Jnmbo, 
* who disciplined the wandering maida and women ' of 
Alrica." 

The great antiquity, the nnknowu origin, and the 
unique character of this carious local sport, coupled 
with its being now entirely obsolete, have led to its 
being dilated upon at far greater length than its rude 
nature would otherwise have merited. 

It now remains only to refer briefly to one other 
subject, entries respecting which occur among our 
TCry earliest and also our latest extracts, namely, the 
practice of" unlawful games." 

In the " ordinance," or bye-laws, made by tbe 



' " Loii;4wtprsIiire ViewB," "ol- ''•> pp- 83-86. 
' Friiiti-d lor tho Ciiiuil«n Society, p. 101. 
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lomtion of Leicester in the year 1467, it wna for- 
iddcn that any one should play for silver at any of 
the following- games, undcrpainof imp'rlsonmentj that 

to say, at dice, " carding," hazarding, tennis, howles, 

pykkyng" with arrows, quoiting with horse-shoes, 
penny-prick, foothall, or chequer-in -thc-nii re. And 
this regulation was confirmed at a Common Hall 
in the 3rd Heary VII., when all persons were for- 
Ijiddeii to play for money at " dyce, carJe, bowles, 
Aa//'-i('irfc,hasardyiige,tennys, pry ckyng with arrowes, 
coytyng with stones or coytynge with horse-^ioue, 
penny-pryk, foteball, classhe coyles, checker-Jn-the- 
tuire, or shove g rote. ^'* 

Of these games we meet with the following des- 
criptions: — Hazard is explained by Halliweli as "a 
pool for balls ia some ancient games of chance ;"j 
"carding" means, of course, playing at cards; 

pykkyng" (or pitching) with arrows, waa probably 
throwing arrows from the hand at a mark ; penny- 
prick was "a game consisting of throwing oblong 
pieces of iron at a mark," aa we leavn from the Glos- 
sary to Hunter's *' Uallam&hire;" whilst Grose des.- 
cribea it as " throwing at lialfpence placed od Bticks 
which are called holw." We have the following 
sIlueioQ to it in a poem in 1616:' 

** Their idle hmiTea (I mpane all houree heeide 
Tbinr houres ta #aie, r-o drinke, drab, sleepe and ride) 
They spend at ahove-hoord, or at petivif-prieke." 

Of the game of checker-in- the-mire we cannot find 
mnj explanation, unleea it be the same as Shakespeare 



' " Town Book of Acta,"* p. 27. 

* Scot's "Philomytliie," (luoted in UalliweU's "Archaic 
Dkititmary." 
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alludes torn " Romeo and Juliet,"' when lie 
Mcrcutio say, *' If thou art dun, we'll draw dwe 
from the mire." which is described by GiHbrd' ui 
Chrislmas gambol, in which a log of wood is brougla 
into the midst of the room which ia dun (ihe cart- 
horse), and a cry being roised that he is fturk in Iht 
mire, the game consists in the attempts made by the 
company to draw him out. Perhaps the proper 
reading of the imme in our M&S. should be t-Jietk^ 
{i, €■. the pig) in the uiire. 

Shakespeare also alludes to the game of ehoTe- 
groat in " Heory IV.,"^ wliere FalstafTeav^, " Quoit 
him down, Bardolph, like a shovc-^roat shilling," or, 
in other words, Bardolph wa& to quoit Pistol down 
stairs as quickly as the smootli shilling— the shove- 
groat — flies along the boanl. Shove-groat ia called, 
ia a stiitute of the 33rd of Henry VIII., a neto game, 
and was no doubt originally played with the ailrer 
groat. The broad shilling of Edward VL came 
afterwards to be used in this game, which waa ia all 
probability the same as sbovel-board, with the excep- 
tion that the latter woa on a larger scale. Master 
Slender, in the " Merry Wives of Windsor," bad his 
pocket picked of "two Edward shovel -boards, thai 
cost htm two and two pence a piece. '^ Blender's 
costly shillings, says Mr. Knight, were probably 
lucky ones. Mr. Ualliwcll, in describing the game. 
says that " a shilling or other smooth coin was phioed 
on the extreme edge of the ehovel-board, and pro- 



' Act i., ac 4. 

* Ben JonBon'fl TTorfc*, vol. rii., p. 282 ; and his doscripdco 
ia quoted hy M'e. Charles Knight, in his notes to this pl&jr, 
his ■' Piotorial Sliakcspcurc." 

' I'arl li., act ii^ »c. 4. 
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pellet! towards a mark hy a smart stroke with the 
poim of tlic hand. It is mcntiDneil under various 
nwnes, according to the coin em|]]oycd, as ahovc- 
groat, &c. The game of shove-halfpenny is men- 
tioned in the '* Timea" of April 25th, 1845, aa then 
played by the lower orders.^ 

Under t]ie year I57B vrc (iod it recorded tliat on 
the 33rd of December, " Mr. Mayor caused the sta- 
tute for the avoiding of unlawful games to be oiwnly 
read at the High-croM, in Leicester, to the end that 
the inhabitants therein may refrain the eame." 

This was probahty done in anticipation of a vi«it 
from " one Johnson and his fellow, who have a coui- 
miiiaiou to enquire of unlawful games,'' to whom very 
shortly afterwards a fee or gratuity of 20*. wa.s jiuid; 
and in 1580 the Ukc sum wua fKiid to Johueon,"tIutt 
be should not deal within this town," 

Oo the 19tli of September, 1^99, wc Bnd Abraham 
Clarke, on being exjimined before t!ie magistrates, 
acknowledging that he and some others played at tho 
boards, called the "shovell a borde," iu llichard 
Rydyng'a house, and that he lost about Sd. in ale. 

The Usb of our extracts, in 1749, records the prose- 
cution of " one Riehnrdson and others, sharpers, by 
pricking at a game called prickiruf in the old hat." 

This cheating game ia now obsolete and undc- 
scribed, but it wna probably similar in character to 
that called *• pricking at tlie belt," or girdle, alao 
named playing at " Fast and Loose," which is de- 
scribed by Brand, in his " Popular Antiquities," "to 
have been a game much practised by the gipsies iu 
tho time of Shakespeare." 

' " Archaiu Diclionar/." 
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Here we bring tlua introductory portion of otif 
labours to a cloae, and, altliough it has greatly ex- 
ceeded the limits originally Intondod, we fear that on 
many points it is stiU very imperfect. We tru^N 
however, that whatever maybe it« imiwrfeetions and 
short- comings (and doubtless they are many), it will 
not be found entirely devoid of intertat to the gene- 
ral reader, m presenting, as far as powiblo, in tbe 
form of a conaecutive narrative, a view of the rise 
and progress of the English stage, and dcscriptioDB, 
more or less full, of the other jx>pular amusementa 
ID the days of " Sweet Shakespeare," who, in this 
month of April, three centuries ago, first saw the 
light of that world in which his name was destined 
tu become immortail, nnd to which he has bequeathed 
that glorious and inestimablo legacy — the imperish- 
able fruits of bis genius. How truly does tbe poet 
Biiy- — 

" His wiis the niMtcr-spirit : — at Mb spells 
Tho htart gave up itd secrets : like the Mount 
Of llorub, smitten bv the Prophet's rod, 
Its hiildflii apringo guahEi! forth. Time, ihat {frejr 
Ofi whoso bleak siilus ibe famt; of lueaner barUs 
Is ihtahod to ruin, was the pi-diisljil 
Oq wUicb his genius rose, iiin3, nrntwl Ihere, 
Stands lik^ a miglilji- statue, rvurt.-(l mt high 
Above thp clouds aiu3 clijinijiis nf (lie world, 
Tlial llL^areii's iinshiii'u and nninipfdi'il tiCailU) - 
Huri! round iLi Hwful brows n nlory shed 
Imiimrtid \v* thtir own. Like tlmut' fmr birds 
Of gliltmiig plumage, wlnnnu heaven-pointed pinions 
D^ani liubt "n thiit iliin world thay leave behind. 
And vrhilu they npnrn, :idorn it; «o hitt npirit. 
His 'dainty spirit,' while ii soured above 
This dull, sri«< compound, scattered as U ll«w 
Traasurae of Uglit uid loveliness." 



EXTRACTS, ETC. 
1467. 

HE ordennce made by Richarde Gillot 
Mayre of the Town of Leycesti and his 
Breihern and by the aduise and assent of 
all the Conions of the same Towne at a 
Comon Halle holdcn at Lcyccstr the Thursday next 
afore the ffeste of Symcnde day and jude in the yerc 
of the reignc of our Soiiaycn lorde Kjng Edwarde the 
fourth after the conquest of Yuglond the vlj'. 

The Mayre comaundeth on the K^Tigs behalfe [inter 
alia] 

That no bochcr kyllc no bull to sellc w*tnne this 
Towne but yf hit be bayted before in payne of for- 
fetur thcr off ... . 

Also thai allc man! Scholdys that are dwcllyng 
w'itinc this Town, man or woman that arc founde defec- 
tyf by Bwomc men before the mairc j^sented, that than 
hit shall be Icfull to the same majTfc for to ponyssh 
them on a CiikslooU a fore there dorc as long as hym 
lyketh, and tlianne so to be caried forth to the lilj ^ates 
of the Town 

Also that no man of the Town nor of the Cuntray 
play w'Inne the fraunchys of this Tomi for sytuer at 
no vnlan'full games that been defended by the statute 
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and lawe, and by Uie plcmenl, that U far to sey at dyK. 

cardingc, hascrdyng. 



Tenes, Bowlys, pykkyng with 








INK OHkMk OR CONIPB BUOU 

AT Lucurrui. 



arowes, Cojlyng w* horsshou, penypryk, foteball. ne 
cheker in the myre, in payne of in prisonmcnt And 
tht owner of the hows, gardens or places where the 
pUyes been vsed. as often as hit is so foundcn and vscd 
shall paye to the Chamblens iiij"' and efiy player vj** to 
the sami; Chamtitens to the vsc of the Comons . . . . 
Also that all mail! men inhabltaunt& w'innc this Town 
that be warned or somened by the constable or any other 
of the mairea oflicers to come [at an owrc]* to 



t^y 



' The words -vrithin brackets arc tnterlineii in the original in 
a dttierent ink, and a lat4?r, but still niii?ii.-nt hitnij, probabljr it 
the sauie Uuie that the amount of tLc penalties was reduced. 
It sh«-w*, however, tliat tlie Mayor ami Corpomtion attended 
ufEcially at tlie uinun] ceremony ofllie " Ilicling of tlie i 
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Comon Hall or to attend vppon the maire to rjrdc agcnst 
the Kyng or for [RiJing of the George or]' cny other 
thing that shal be to the plesure of the maire and wor- 
shyppc for the Town, yf any man, so ^va^^ed, absent 
hym, w'oute cause resonabk-, or spctiall licence of the 
maire, he or they shall forfeit, that is to sey, e(iy of the 
maircs Brethem ij\' and eiiy comener xij''^ that to be 
leuycd by y* Chamburlayns to ihi" vse and pfete of the 
Comons .... &c. — \_HaU Book, p. 229-238.] 

1478. 
Anno H: Bdwardi quart! post ccn>(|m decimo septi. 
At a CoiTion Halle holdcn at LeyC on the xxvj' day 
of Marche In the yere afore written at the which Comon 
Halle the pleyers the which pleed the passion play the 
yere next afore brought yne a byll the whiche was o( 
i^ten devties of mony and whcd' the passion shulbe put 
to Crafts to be Iwunden or nay And at y' tymc the 
scid pleyers gaff to the pachents y' mony which that 
llici had getlcn jti playng of the seid play eu fore to 
thai day and all y' Raymentts w' al oth'' man! of stuff 
y' ihey had at thai tyme And at the same Coiffon 
Halle be the advy»e of all the Comons was chosen thies 
pwnes aft' named for to haue the gydyng and Rule of 
the scid play 

"I Richard Clement 
I William Blakwyn 
John Geffre 
Thom.is Home 
Thomas Henstokc 
John Swan 
John Sothewode 



Roger W'igston 
Robert Cheringhin 
William Holbeche 
John Wigston 
John Roberdes 
Thomas Thowithby 
Thomas Whiitowc 



' See n«)t« iiu |iriTC{-<iiii(i [«ge. 

* Alu-nil, in t)i>; Kitnit: buid u tlie abore interliniiatioHH, lo 
x^^ Eod TJ'' rifxpuctiTcly. 
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Robert Crort 
Thomas Hurst 

Thomas Swyke 
John May 
Thomas Wigston _ 



Thomas Godcson ] ^^ _ ^ 
Richard Crosse J 



IHall Bo9ii p. 2!] 



14S1. 

Gilda Marcatoris 

Henrkus Howman, Harper. — [Hall Besk^p. 15.], 



H95- 

In y" tyme of Mayraire of Th. Harst yan beyng 
Mayrc at a Comon Hall holdcn in Lcyccstr at 
Corpus xpi Hall*" on fryday nyxt after xij'" day the x 
yerc of Kyng Henry the vij'" by the holl assent and 
agrcment of the mayrc and hys brcdyrn and allso of 
all the xlviij iHer bcj-np psent tn thys raaii & forme y' 
ys ordcnt agrcyt stabcltch^-d fi actc for the comon well 
of the to%vn and of sechc gud& as ys 3*n a store hows in 
the ict? day marcat' y' ys to say wodde tymbcr and 
vd3rr playyng gcrmands- yf ther be ony her hys chosj 
to be otisears therof. 

Richard Gyllott ] 

Thomas Whyttour J 

Johes Crokooke 1 

Johes Barton / 

Bartellmow Lyons 1 
Johes Lokeour J 

[Hall Book^ p. 57.] 



' Saturdny Mnrket. 
' GarnieiiU. " Pej-d lor hyryng of GermmUa." — •! 
tpeare Hociehf Papers, voi. 111^ p. 45. 
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I 



Gilda Marcatoris in tempe WiW Wlgsion s«nJor. 

Thomas Wylkyns ir{iyte.—[HaU Bost, p. 65.] 

Be ft rcmcbrcd y' it wax codcccnded aclcd & stab- 
lyshed al a Coiiien Hall holden xxj day of Septemb 
A" H H. septimi qnto dccimo that ciiy of ilviij y' 
hathc ben Chamblcyns shall pay to the vp holdyng of 
Saynt Gcorgys Gild by yer vj'' 5: the y' hathe not ben 
Chamhieyns shall pay at the leyst iilj*^ or molt if the 
please. 

And it Is c5dccend«d & agred at the same Comcn 
Hall y* efi'y of the sayd xlviij shall pay to the watsy 
y' a quart. — {Hail Bosk^ p. 65.] 

1523- 

Ad Coem Allam ten? Ibidem in die Vefl Is p £po« 
ffm Se! Hu§^ Epi. Anno IJt H. Octaiii Qu(nto dccbno 
tfor the R.j'dyng of the Gorge. 

It is enactyd at the samr Comon Hall be the seyd 
meyr & hys brethctn the xxiiij" and the xlviij" electyd 
of the Comyns that this acte ffoloyng to be of effect 
aikd cfi more to tlieym that shall cotU her aft' to be 
fermc and stable that who soeiT be the Maister off 
Seynt Gcorgis Gylde shall cavse the George to be 
Rydyn accordyng to the oLdc aundcnt Costome y' ys to 
say bctwyx Sent Gcorgj's day and Wyuondey except 
a causse reassonnablcand he or they that make dcHauie 
In Rydyng of the seid Georg of y* seid Maisl' or 
Maisters to fforfet ffrome the day of this actc forth- 
n-ardst v" ; and that to be kuied of y' seid Maist or 
Maisters to y* behave & use of the seid Gyld by the 
MeirJ ffoi the tyme beyng and the Chamburlcyns and 
yf y seid Meyr & Chamblcyns be necllgent or lachius' 



l/aektfna^ from lachtt, slaeknvns or nvgllgence. 
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In Icvycng of >■• icid fforfet that then ihc Mclrc ta 
fforfet xxvj* rllj'' and eyther Chamburleyn to fforfet 
vj* viij'' and to be pcj'd to the pfet of the same gj'ld. 

Mi3rc ofi it is n^rre^'d at the same Acte that all forfetts 
mayd by the Masters that haue bene seyth ' the lute 
tjTnc that the Grtirg was Ryiicn shall be brought in 
and payd to the brhowc and (i'tel of the same Gykl of 
etty Malst' beyng behynd, xxvj* viiJ". — \^Hall Bat/Jt, 
p. 160.] 

1524. 

Itni pcid ffor the wayts lyGe*". . . . xvj» 

Itin gyfn to my lade prynccs pleares' . iij* 

»53<- 

Itoi yt is agred be the wole assentc of y* xxHij** the 
V. daye of Apryll in y" racne of Kyng Henry y' vlij" 
y* xxilj. That Mast* Krys? Clughlt shud noti Ryde 
y* George nott yis yere ifor dyueres cosidderaslons, to 
y* y' holdc hacted shall stand in H'ul strenghtt as he 
basse done afore tyme.^[//a// Bock, p. 29O.] 

Itni Iji. of Mast Cloughtt for y* redymj-ng 

y' RydjTig of y* George .... xlvj* WIj'' 

Itm pacd lo y^ Kyngs plearcs* . . . iij' Uii"* 

Itm paede to my lade prynces pkares . iiJ' 

»533- 

Itm. rcscuyd of Mr. Garsett for not 

Rydyngc of y* Goi^e i[[J mat 



' Sitfa, dtlipnc?, n'ncw.^HjiM.iwKr.i.. ' Liverkt. 

* Sl-c Collier's " Atiiiak of the Stag«," voL I, pp. 89-92. 

* Ibid., p. 117, note. 
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Thys byll mayd of all y' costys and chargys whych 

VVylliTi Ryllcr hath Icdc forthc off my purse. 

Inprimis for a yarde and a halfe of Ken- 

daull XT}' 

And also for my costys and chargys 
gowyngherc and there geuyng tendance 
to Robyn Hodc, and because of hym 
bowght smaole iryfyllys w^"" draw unto 
other xvj* 

Andalso 1 hyard a chote' ij. days W^ chosl Uij'' 

And also I borrou*)'d a shord« and a 

bokclar,* w^'' showrdc and bokclar he i 

atlmust bothe lostc, whereby I mast 

pay for Icndj'ng of them .... viij'' 

And many other thyngys whycbe I wyll 
not FGcon a pon 

Siii . . . . I[j' vJij" 

[Frmt a hooi of copies of fViUs, in tbt ArchtUacsnry 
>urtj Ltictfttr,"] 



1536- 
Itm recey vd of M r. Thomas C rcasy ffor 

not Rydyng of the George . 
Itra paid (Tor dryssyng of the dragon . 



xl' 



<537- 
Itm paid to the ycrle of Datbyes' 

blayan v' 

Ilin to the Lorde Secretars * players yj* 
Itift paid to o' prynsys* players . . vj' 



vilj" 



' Coat. ' A Bword and a buckler. 

' Collier, Tol. i., p. 84, note. ' See Appendix. 

^ Collier, M mipra. 
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M** that the vj day of Octobr cam befFore M' 
NichoU* Reynolds then beyng Mayre of the towne of 
Leices?.&Rob*Ncwcum&Nicholl» Heyrycke Ca^ariu 
that ys to wytt that the Weytts collars waytht zxiij o3 

&dK [Hall Book, p. 361.] 

1541. 

Itiii paid (for the Weyts leyfies to Mr. 

Gyllott xxliij' 

Itm to the Weytys in money . . . iiij** 

Itm paed to Thomas Goldsmyth ffor 
mendyng of the Towne Waytes 
Collars iij' iiij' 

Itm to y" Kyngs bairward . . . . ij' yj'^ 

1542. 
Itin re8 of Maister May for Rydyng 
of the George xl* 

1546. 
Itm p^ for a gallon of wyne to my lord 
M'ques consett' when they came to 
Bamfords Weddinge xiiij'' 

15+7- 
Itin p"* to S"" Henry p'kers piers' . . xx*" 



' Consort, a company or band of mnsicians. — Halltweu- 
In 1599 Morley printed a "First Booke of Consorts Leesons," 
for six instruments to play together. The nobleman referred 
to was the Marquis of Dorset. 

' See Appendix. 
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1548. 




^^1 


Iim p"* to Mr. Gyllott for the Wajghts 




^1 




xxxvj* 


^1 


Itiu p'^ to Rob' Goldsmitiic for an ownce 




^^H 


of syluer & twelve pence on wayght 




^^H 


For the rejiaccjos of the Wayghls 




^^^1 


colters 5c lor the workmansKyj^c . . 


ix* 


^^^1 


ItiTi p** to my lord ptectors plcrs^ at the 




^^H 


cofriaundcment of Mr. Mayor . . 


V* 


^^^1 


Itm p'' to the Kyngs mynstrells . . 


v 


^^^1 


Itm p*" to ray lord m'^ques ^oant w"' the 




^1 




»j» 


H 


154*5- 




H 


Itm p"* to Lockwood the Kyngs Jester 


Hj' 


H 


Itin p'' to my lord iifquos bcrward . 


Ij* 


^fl 


1550. 




^^ 


Itra p* to my lord iBqucs pleyrcs of 






Northamp'r the xsx' day of Novcmb'f 


y 


vilf 


BP 






Itm p** to my Lord of Hunt^^ngdon 






berward the xxj' day of Marche . 




viij'' 


Itm p** for the expences that went to 






the buck that my lady of llunlyng- 






don gave to the xlviij' whych was 






ordeyncd at the hall for ihc Company 






& they cam not because of the play 






^m that was in the church whych w"^ 






^^f bred, alle. Rower, pepj}, bakyng, & 






W oihcr chargs amontyth to the some of 


X' 




1 ' S«c Ap]tcnclix. 






L^-L. 


^ 


^ 
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1552. 
Itm p* to Lockwoodthe Kyngs Jester ij* 
Itm p** to the duke of Northinblands 
players v* 

1555- 
Itm p^ for the Wayghts gownes . . xxxvj 

Itm p** to Rob' Gotdsmyth for mendyng 
the Wayghts coUers 

Itin p** to die quenes plaers oG & above 
that was gatherd iij 



■I 



■ ■«B 



1556. 

Payd to Wiltm Gyllott for ix yards of 
Clothe at fure shyllyns the yarde for 
the Wejrts gownes xxxvj' 

1557- 
Re8 that was lefte at a pley ... xi 

P** to the Quenes Players' .... ilj' 

1558. 
Itm geven to my Lorde of Huntingdon 
Beare warde v' 



ISS9- 
Itm to the Quenes plears besyde the 
money that was gatheryd .... iij' 

1560. 
It. payd to my lord Wyllowbys plears 

more then was gathered .... 
It. paid to @' Henry Parkers (?) plears 

more then was gathered .... iij' 

' See Collier, vol. i., p. 164. 
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It. paid to my lady of Suffolkes plears 




^^1 


more then was gathered .... 


iiij* 


^^1 


J561. 




^H 


!t. paid more to the Qucncs picars more 




^^^1 


than was gayihcred in the ... 




^^^1 






^^^1 




luy 


viij-'^^H 


It, paid to one plear that pletd alone . 


vij' 


^^^M 


l^ paid to the Wcats for plcying before 




^^H 


M' Mayor at Michctmas feer 


ij' 


^^^1 


It. paid to my lordc of Hunlyngdon 




^^^1 






^^1 


1562. 




^H 


ItiTi paid to my lorde Oxfords players 




^^H 


more then was gaythered . , . . 


iiij* 


^^^1 




iij' 


iiij'* ^^B 


Shcwartcs for the Wctes Collers. 


^^^1 


Rob' Roods for Kdwards Coler, 




. ^^^1 


Rychard Rawiynson lor Harbyes Coler, 


^^H 


Thomas Lester for Cookes CoUer. 


[Hall 


Boci, ^^M 


I.,p.8i.] 




^^^^ 


1563- 




^^^M 


It. Geven in reward to the Erie of 




^^^M 


Wo'scytcrs playars ihc x"' of Octo- 




^^H 


ber more then was gathered . . . 


iiij- 


^^^1 


It. paid to my lord Rotils' players the 




^^^1 


xij"' of November more then was 




^^^1 




vj« 


^^H 


It. paid 10 the Quenes Gesler tiie xx.^ of 




^^^1 




lij* 


H 


' IjOrH Robert Uuillcy, afterwards Eart of Leicester, fve ^B 


Jollier's "Acuiala of the Sta^" vol. i., pp. 


IG9, 200, SOS, ^1 


110, &c. 




J 



196 Extracts, Sfc. 

1564. 
It. to the playars of Coventrye more 

then was gatherd on twelf evin . . 
It. geven to my lord of Lughborowes 

Jester the next fryday after . 
It. geven to S' Henry Clyntons Ber- 

ward the ix"" of January . . . . ij* 
It. geven to my lord RoBts players the 

first day of Julye x' 

It. geven to S' Owmfrey Ratlyffs 

players the v*'' of July .... HJ» 
It. geven to the Quenes players the 

second daye of August .... xiij' 
It. geven in Jleward to my lord of 

Darbys Berward the xxv"" of Sep- 
tember iij' 

It. to M' Gyllott for the Weatts gownes Ivj" 
It. payed to my lord of Huntingdons 

bearward more then was gaythered v* 
Itfn payed to my lord Scropes plears 

more then was gatheryd .... iij' 
Itm payed to my lord of Hunsdons 

pleers more than was gaytheryd . v* 
Itm payed to M' Hibbatts plears more 

then was gaytheryd ij* 

Itm payed to streaunge Weatts &c other 

mynstrells at the Mayors dini . . vj"* 
Itm payed to Edward Astell and his 

felowes ij' 

Itm payed to the chyldren that played 

under Mr. Pott ^ v' 



' Master of the Free School, the performers being pro 
the scholars. 
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hiu pa^ed to the qucnes icster . . . 


iij» 


HiJ" 


1565. 




^ 


Iieiii Gc\-«i to my lord Clylons Ber- 




■ 


warde more then was gathered . . 


iij' 


iiij^ ~ 


Itm gevcn to tKc Rrlc of Hunt^'ngdons 






Bcrward more than was gathered . 


V* 


vj- 


[t. gevcn In rewrarde to the Quencs 








iij- 


iiy 



iiEj* 



1566. 

It. gcven to my lorde Hastyngs of 
LtUgtiboroughs players more then \vas 
gathered 

llem geven to the Queens Bcrwardc 
more then was gathered .... 

It. geven to the Qucnes Players more 
then was gathered ij* 

Item geven to the Erie of Worcesters 
plaj'ers more then was gathered . Hj* 

Item paid to James I^Hys for the Weatts 

gownes xlvtij* 

Item Gcven to George Warde, ilie 
Brie of Hunttngtons Berewarde, at 
Mr. Maiors commandcmcnt, more 
then M-as gathcryd iij' 

Item geven to the Qucnes gester whose 



vllj^ 



name is Lockwood 



iij' 



viij" 



An Act agaynst Waystyngc of the Towne Stock. 

At a Comon Haule, the two-and-twentie dayc of 
November, in the NjTith yerc of the reign of o' Souaign 
Lady Elizabeth by the grace of Ood of England 
ffrauncc and Ireland Qucne Defender of ihc ffaith &c. 
Houlden at the townc of Leicester by the mutuall 
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«ssent» content and agreement of M' John Tatam 
Maior of iKc same towne and his Brethren, cattyd 
xxiiij, and the xlviij there assemhlcd in the name of i 
whole body of the S3mc. VndcrstandjTigc that whe 
as before thys tyme the Towne Stock hathc bene & ii 
muche dckeld by reason of geving, csryingc i bestow- 
inge of greate Gyfis, as wi-II into the Cunircy, as intii 
the Towne, to Noble men and women & also to other 
that haue sundryc tymcs resorted to the sa[d Town of 
Leicester, & also at the Bankets of Venyson, of gyfts 
and rewards geven to plaj-ersjmusldens, festers, Noblc- 
mens Berewards, & suchc lyke ch;irg, and y% lyke 
daylye more & more to be dckcyd cxtept Reformacion 
therof be spedcly hadd Therefore it i& inactcd, deter- 
myncd, concluded, & Ifullye agieyde at h by all iht 
aforsaid assembled Si. ac the same Comon Haule Thai 
[fiome&; after the said dayc there shalbe no sucbc greate 
Alowance paide, deliuyd, or alowed owt of the lownc 
stock for any suche Kxpcnc lliai after the said Comon 
Hawie shall happen But that, the spenders therof. 
as at the Bankclls of Venyson, Playes, Bcarcbaytyngs 
bi. suche lyke, Eii'y one of the Maiores Brethren hi. of the 
xlviij beinge requyred, or havinge somons by the com- 
aundement of M"^ Maior for the tymc being* to Lx 
there shall beare ctiy one of theyni his ii tlieire pcrcton 
And also that there shalbe no maucr of other gjfte 
gevcn to any Noble man or woman, or to any otlict 
j'Son or psons, that shalbe taken or borne of the Towne 
Stock, Except it be done by the consent of Maisler 
Maior ffor the tymc beinge, with fibure or fyve of the 
Awncients of his Brethren & as manye of the Awncients 
of the xlviij, Except fyve shiUyngs and voder or the 
value therof whiche shall or may be bestowed by the 
ComauDdemcnt of M' Maiore onely, for the tymc 
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bcynge, ffor the worshipp of the said towne of Leices- 
ter, when and as ofte as occasion shall move hym 
And this Act for efl to contynewc xv-ithin the said towne 
of Leicester for the good Supportaclon and Maynte-^ 
jiance of the said towne. {Book of JcUy p. 44.]^ 



The weight of the Wejts Collers weyed by Arthur 
Clarke and William Yates, CKamblyns, the xxij"^ daie 
of November in the Nynth yere of the reign of o' 
Sofiaign Ladye Quene Elisabeth, conteyneth xxiij 
ounces one quarter & halfe the hatfe quarter. [Hall 
Book, ii., p. J 16.] 

1567. 
Item gcvcn to the players of Coveotrj'e 

the xxxj daye of January^ more then 

was gathcrid iiij" 

Item geuen to Sir John Bcryns Players 

more then was gathered^ the vij'*' 

daye of Marche v* 

Item geven to the Eric of Leicesters 

musicions the xiiij"" daye of June . iij' tilj*' 

Item geven to S'' Thomas Knevetis 

musycions the viij^" daye of July . 
Item gcvcn to the lorde of Hunsdoncs 

musicians the sij"' day of August . 



XX" 



i.j- 



iiij" 



1568. 



An Act for the vniuersall RelelTc of the poorc & 
Impotent people Inhabltlngc within the towne of Lei- 
cester, over and abouc the CoUeccon within the same 
towne by vcrtuc of the Qucnes Maieslies Statute. 



' This •' Aut ■• was conflniK-d at a Comnion Hall held on lliu 
1 4th of January, ]o70.— [//a// Booh, p. 174.] 
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At a Comon Hanlc the Twclvcth day of Marche 




nan 

1 



the tenth ycre of the rcignc of o' Soti'aig^ ^-^dy ! 
abrlh by the grace of Qitd^ of Hngland Ifrance 
Ireland Qucnc Defender of the faith &ic, HmilJcn at the 
Townc of Leicester by the mutual assenl, consent, and 
agrcyment of M' William Norys then Maior of the same 
tonne and his brethrenc callyd the xxiiij & the xlTJij 
there assembled, in the name of the whole Body of the 
same It is inacted determined and fully agreyd at 
and by the said a&scmbled and ai the same Comoo 
Haule as foloweth (that U to say) (hrst that fromc 
after the feast of the Aiiunciacon of o' Lady Sa; 
Mary (he Virgin next comyngc after the date aforsa! 
in e6y pishe within the said towne shalbe appo^tited 
one substanciall Collector to receyve suche Sumes of 
Money and Contribucon as shall come to their hands 
and receipt by the meanes hereafter folowingc towards 
the Vniiisall releffc of the pooie and impotent pcopl* 
inhabilyngc within the said towne of Leicester oQ and 
aboue the Collcclion within the same towne by vcrtue of 
the Quenes Majesties Statute, tliat is to say, Efly one 
of the Companyc of the xxiiij shall payc at city tyme 
of his wcddyngc to the Collector of the |>ishc where he 
Inhabiteth, to the vsc of the said poorc ij' vlij"' ; and 
cffy one of the Companye of the xlvlij shall payc at 
effy tyme of his weddynge xvi'' And effy Comoi? of 
the bcstc sorte within the said towne shall pave at eO'y 
tymc of his wcddj-ngc vilj'' And cify seconde Coino^l 
shall paye at eiiy tj-me of his weddynge ifij'' And it 
is also Ordeyncd for the better RckRe of the said poore 
people, and for the Eschuyngeof the Supfluows charge 
and exccsse of the inhabitants of the said townc 
Leicester That there shaibe no ffcasts made at an 
Churchings within the said towne savinge only one 



^'_l 

^ 
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pmpotent messe of mcate provided for Goisepi^ and 

lydwyves And for & in consideracon ihefof It is 

>rdeyned and agrcyd tliat tiiy one of the said xxiiij shall 

laje at eii'y Churchjuge of his VVyfTe to the Collector 

)f the .pi&he where he inhabiteth to the vse of the said 

3orc people of the lowne of Leicester ij' viij'' And 

efi'y one of the xlviij shall payc at eii'y Churchynge of 

lis WyiFe xvj'' And euy Coiiion! of the best sorte 

'within the said loune shall payc at eiiy Churchinge of 

his WyHc %'iij'" And efiy second Coiiioiif shall paye at eiiy 

BjChurchynge of his VVyffe iiij" And also at efiy VVed- 

Fdyngc and Churchynge whith shall happen to be within 

the same town, the .jisoii, vicar, minister, or clarcke shall 

tecey^-e the same Suiues of money accordingly and 

»' dcliu the same to the Collector of the .pish where suchc 
Wcddyngc and Churchinge shall happen to be, by a 
bill indented And Ifurther it is Ordcj-ncd and agicyd 
_ at the saide Comon Haule that frome h after the said 
mcnst of the AViunciacon of o' lady Saynt Mary the 
Virgin, One poorc man, uhichc shalbc appareled with 

»a blacke gowne and a Badge vpon his sieve, shalbc ap- 
poyntcd to go with a Boxe, locked fast, to ou'y Inc and 
other places within the said townc of I-ciccstcr, where 
_ srraungers do resortc, to askc of iheym their Charitable 
KAlmes towards the vniuall rcleffc of the poorc people 
' within the said towne, Of the wliiche Boxc M' Maior 

Pfor the lyme bcynge, or one of the ChcyfFe of the xxiitj 
ihall kcpe the Key and shall receyvc weekly of the said 

■ poorc man such [sums] of money as he fyndeth In the 
same Boxe, And the said M'' Maior or the receyvor of 

■the said money^ by the consent of the said M*^ Maior for 

■ the tymc beinge with the consent of three or fibure of the 
lost aundents of the xxiiij shall distribute or cause the 



' See A]ipendix. 
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same to be distributed to the poore and impotent 
inhabilyngc within the s»itl towne, M often and when 
as occasion shall jcr%-c, at the dixcrecon of the said M' 
Maior and his Brethren And (further it j& agreyde »i 
the same Comon Haute that ciiy of the said set 
Collectors of the aforesaid Wcddyngs & ChurcM-n^ 
shall thcrof make accomple Quartetlyc and openly in 
the Churchc, or some other convenient place appo}Titcd, 
to M"" Maior for the tyme belnge, in the pscnce of si:* 
manyc of the xxiiij & xlviij as will be there, of all the 
reeeypts conccrnynge the same duryngc the tyme thai 
they and eciy of theym have beyne in the said Officf) 
And then the said Maisier Maior for the tyme bcingc. 
With the consent ^f three or (Toare of the Chcffest^ot' 
the xxiiij shall distribute or cause the same to be dis- 
tributed, to the poore and impotent jisons fnhabitinge 
within the said townc as farr as al) the said receypt8,or 
suiTies of money, will extende. And if then any ouplus 
thcrof happen to remajiie after any suchc distribucon 
Then the same to be hcpt in the Chamber of the said 
Townc of Leicester by it selfe to ihc vsc of the poore, 
and the same to be distributed vnio them as occasion 
shall serve, at the disciecon of the said M' Maior for 
the lyme bcinge and his Brethren, as often and when as 
nede shall require. 

And this Act for ever to contincwe within the said 
towne of Leicester for the vniuall relelfc of the pooie 
and impotent people inhabityng within the said townc. 
[Boiri s/'Jcliy pp. 48, 49.] ^ 
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1569. 

ItiVi geven in rcwardc the xij"' day* of 
Januarye to ihc Pla;*crs of Coventry 
more ihcn was gaihcryd .... xvij** 

Itiii Geven io rewardciacncLockwokxIc 

the Quenes Jcsicr iij* iiij^ 

Ilin gfven the xxvij"" daye of Januarj'u 
to Sir Anihoney Siurlcys' Players 
more (hen was garhervd . . . . ij* xj'^ 

kill gcvcn the xxvj"' daye of Maye to 
the Players of Sir John Beryn, 
Knlghle, more than was gatheryd . iiij* 

itm geven the xix"' dayc of Julyc to 
the players of Hull more then was 
gathered vllj'' 

Itui geven the xj'" dayc of September 
to one M*' Smiths players more then 
was gathered iij» 

Urn paidc to Jame& Ellj-s for the wcyts 
gownes tv' 

ItiTi payed to the quenes gester the last 
day of October ij' 

1570. 
Ifm payed to the quenes plears more 

then was gaylhcrid ij' 

Ittli payed to M' Smythcs plears the 

\-ij"' daye of August more then was 

galhcrid iJ' 

Itm geven in rewardc to one Locwood 

the Quenes Ma'"* jcsier .... iij' iiij"' 
Itni p'' to the Weates on MIchelmas 

daie, for waytinge upon M' Maior . iJ' 

' SlaHeji, one of tUe c-elebraled trig of brolbcra. 
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Itm p' to the Erie of Leicesten playos 

more than was geythered .... viij* 

Itm p** to the Beareward at M' Mayors 
dyiuS more then was gethered . . 

Itm geven to the Lord of Bargennjes* 
Playan iij* 

1571. 
Itm geven in Rewarde to Lockwood the 

Queues Ma** Jester ij* 

Itm p^ for \V3'ne that was geven to 
Darfoie men at Mathew Norreses 

Weddinge 

Itm geven Pleyars that did not Pley . ij' 
Itm geven to the Lord of Wosters 

Players more then was geythered . . viij' 
Itm geven to the Pleyars of Coventrie 

more than was geythered .... viij' 
Itm geven to the Quenes Ma*^ her 

Pleyars more then was geythered . . vij* 
Itm geven to the Earle of Leycester his 

Pleyars viij* 

Itm geven to the Beareward at M' 
Mayores dynfi more then was gey- 
thered 

Common Hall, ivj"" November xiij" Eliza 
[inter alia.'\ 

Itm that the Sargiaunts shall have gownes one 
& the Weats an other & the Siaunts to begj-n 
yere. [Hall Book, p, 201.] 

1572- 
Itm geven to the Q^ Ma" Jester . . ij' 

^ Abergarennj. 
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Itin geven lo the lord of Wusters players 

more ihcn was geythcred .... iiij' 
Itiii p" for iiij Gallons of Wyne iij'' of 
Sugar & for Cakes geven to S' George 
Hastings, Knight, & d}'\'ere other 
Knights and gentlemen at the Cocke- 

pitte xij" vf 

Common Hall held xxj" November is** Elizabeth. 
[inter a/ia.] Itoi ihcn agreed that the new VVaytcs 
shall continue of lykeingc till the xxv"'dayc of Marche 
lext. [Hall Baeky p. 212,] 

1573- 
Common Hall, held the xviij' ffebr xv"" Elizabeth. 

inter alia.^ Also k is furth agreed at this said CoiTion 

-lawle thai they the nowe Weytes appoynted for the 

catd Towne of LeiH shall have gowres for this ycarc 

The p« to bee \j' viij'' or vij' a yardc at the moeste. 

Hall Boii^ p. 217.] 

Iim geven to the Lord of Sussux Playars 

in Julve, in reward, for that they did 

not play v* 

lim geven to the Earle of Leyster his 

Bearward more than was gaythered . lilf 

>S74- 
Itm geven to my Lordc of Darbie his 

Bearwardc and to my Lordc of Essex 

menne xix* ix"* 

Iliii geven to my lotdc of LeycesV his 

playos more than was gathered . xj* viij'' 

ItiTi geven to my Lordc of Sussex Playos 

more Than was gathered . . . . xj' viij"' 
Itm paid to fourc noble mens Bearcwards 

more than was geythcred . . . . vj' Iiij'' 
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Itih geven to the Hare fymlers' att 

Wheston Cote .... 
Ittn geven to the Players that cafJu 

owte of Walw, more than was 

gaythcrcd v" 

ItiV) gevcn to my LorJc HartKuds players 

more then was gathered . . . . v* 

IS7S- 

Itui ge%'cn to my Lorde of Mountague 
his plcyars v* 

Itin gcven to the Earle of Sussex' his 
players more then was gathered , , v" 

Iti'ri gcven to the Earic of War?" his 
players more then was gathered . . v* 

Itffi gevcD to certen Bearewardes more 
than was gcj-thcrcd, Vz thcQ; Maics- 
tics, the Earlc of Lcicestcrs, the Earle 
of Huntingdons, & the Lord Vawscs* xx 

Itin geven to the Earle of VVust* his 
flayers x' 

T576. 
Item geven unto theric of Essex* his 
Players y? 



' See Appendix. % 

" Cliotuicre Hays tbst the Earl of Sussex's pJayera b 
perform At Tht Itose, on the 27th of Ueccmber, 111 
never ruse lu iliBUn^iii.slii:il eii>iiu'ince. 

■ Warwick. Jolin Diuton wins at the head of the C« 
—CoUitr, vol. i., p. 235. 

* VauxV. ' Worccater. 

' Chalmers fiMl mentions this company iwo jcnrs Int 
thi» nolite of them. He gupposca that ilit-y linisli< 
career «» ucmnpiui)* in IGOI, wbon their patron paid tl>e 
of bis treuon. B«e also under 1574. 
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Itm paid at Marttcmas to Berewardes 

more then was gaythered . , . . vij' iiij'' 

Itin paid to the Qucnes Maicst' Bcre- 

wardes and my Lordc of Datbjes 

more then was gaythered .... vij' vj'' 

Itm gcven to the Haric of Warwycke 

his Pleyars more then was geythered . xxiiij* 

Itin paid to Dodd, the Goldsmith, for 

XV ounces of silver for the Weyle$ 

Collars and for mendinge or makingc 

of them new v" x' 

Common Hall, held xxiij" November, 19"' F.Iiiabeth 

Agreed {inter alia) that the Waytes have Gowncg 

^vided them before Christmas next. {Hall Book^ ii,, 

P- 2730 

'577- 
Itm geven to Pleyars of Entcrludes and 

to Bcarewards this yerc more then 

was gaythered xxiiij' x"" 

Common Hall, held xxij** November, xx Elizabeth 

Hit is agreed to have Weitcs as aforctyme hathe byo 

vscd and they to have this yeare Cotes of Orrengc 

Colo & the sincke file on there sieves. [Hall Baaky ii., 

p. 286.] 

Um p** for Clothe for the Weits Cootes xxxviij* 

1578- 
EmaDuell.^ 
Itm geven to George Warde & other 
Bear wards at M'' Maios Dynu! more 
then was geythered ix' xi'' 

' Sec Slmkispt-ure's " Ileur^- VL," purl II., mi iv., se. 2, fw 
relonaico lo tbc cusluin of wrilini; tliia uuum "il lliu loj} uf 
ieLlen," Sec., bb (luoted in the lutruduutiuu, p. 119, ante. 



SOB 
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Itm gcven to thcQutncs Maiesties Bcare- 

wordcs xvij' 

Itin p" for iiij yardes ic a halfe of Orrcngc 

Tawncy for iht Wciita Cootcs . . xxxvii 
M"* that vpon the third dayc of December A 
sup diet. M'Malorcawsed the Statute For the Avovdl 
of vnlawful Games to be epponlye redd at the Hti 
Crosse Ifi Lci8 to ihend that the Inhabitams the 
maye refrayiw y* same. \HaU Bist^ H., p. 302.] 

>579- 
Itm rece of Andrew Marsam, virginal 

maker:, for his fredom x' 

Itm gcven to llierle of Darbyes pleyers 

mort tlieo was geylhered .... lUj' 
hiVi geven to ouejohnson ii. his ITellowe 

w* have a Coinissyon to enqacire of 

unlawful! games etc 

1580. 

llin geven to two Bcrewards att M' 
Mayors dj'nffl more then was gay- 
thcrcd iiij* 

ItiTi gcven to one Johnson whoc hath the 
Que* Maicstyes Coiiissyon for repress- 
inge of anlawfull games & for the 
maynctenhce of ArtUlerye ffor that 
he shouldc not dcale w"*in this Towne sx" 

158 1. 

Common Hal! held xvlj ffcbrnary xxiij Klizabet 
Item tt is further agreed & appoyntod tliat lite xl 
is alrcadye gcvon to one Johnson (who hathe the P( 
tyc for vnlawfull games & lackc of Artillery' gcvon 
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f the Qucnet Maicstyc by her Comssyon) shalbe 
ryvyed vppc agaync of the Ale howsscs where vnlaw- 
iill games bcc vscd, & other howscs wherein vnlaw[ful] 
ames be vsed, & of the offendos therein. [Hali Bxk, 

', P^ 338] 
Itm gevor to the Qucnes Maiest* Beare- 

n'ards vz one Shawe & one other, more 

then was gaythered jlij* 

Itin gevon to thcrle of Darbies players 

more then was gaythered .... xilij* 
Common Hall held xvj" November xxiHj** Elizabeth. 
It is agreed that frome henccforthe there shall not 
anyc ffecs or Rewards gcvoo by tlic Chamber of 
is Towne, nor anye of the xxiiij" or xlviij^ to be 
arged w"* anyc paj'ments ffbr or towards anye Bcare- 
ards, Bcearbaytings, Players, Playcs, Ent'Iudes or 
ames, or anye of iheym Except the Quencs Maiesl' 
die Lords of the PVye Counsall, nor that anye 
layers bee suflfred to playe att the Towne Hall (Ex- 
cept before except) & then butt onlye before the Mayor 
Sc his bretherne, vppon pc^ne of xl' to be lost by the 
^ayor that shall suffer or doe to the contrj-e, to be 
Levyed by his successo', vpon pcyne of v" if he make 
fault therein. 

Itm it is agreed y' cSye Inhabiter or howscken in 
icestr (bcingc of reasonable abyllytye) shalbe taxed 
It the distrcssion of M' Mayor) what they shall 
loartcrlyc geve to the Waytcs towards the amendingc 
there L^Tingc. In consydcracon whereof the said 
VVaytes shall kcpc the Towne, and to playe ci?ye night 
ot morninge ordcrlye, boethe wjTit' & somcr, and not to 
goc fothe of the Towne to playe except to ffayrcs or 
gs & then by the License of M' Mayor. 
that no estraungcrs : vicz : Wayets, mynstrells. 
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or other mozfcons u-haisocff, be sufTcretl (o pla 




this Toivne, neythcr atl Weddings or (Tayo tj 
anyc other tymes whaisoeiT. [HaHBwk^iH.^ pp. 

1582. 

Common Hall held xxij"" (Tebruary xxv"" Elizabi 
Itin it Is agreed and ordered cliat the xxiiij^ 1 
ef?ye of them geve xij" a q-ter, and the xlviij" 1 
of them vj'' a q,ter to the Wayles for there \V 
and all other the [nhabitanlii in Leiccstr 10 be tl 
by the Mayor, from tyme to tymc, what they shalLj 
of theym geve quarterlye to tlie sayd Wcytfl 
& towards there Wages. And that noc Stranj 
being mewzicons or waites or other psons what 
beinge either muzicons or players although they dc 
shall dwell w^tn the Towne of Lcicestr, and bee in 
the Companyc of the Town Waytcs shall not be su: 
to play within the aforescid Townc of Lciccstr att i 
tyme or tymcs in tlic yearc att or in a mans hovvsse, c 
wyndow, or att anyc Weddings or Bryde howssy. 
tyme of the Geffall Assysts w"'in the Townc ffl 
ccstf only excepted, and then to playc butt onh 
straungcrs. Provided alUvayes that the said 
Waytcs shall keepe the Towne, & bothc cvcnyi 
mornynge contyniiUye & ordcrlyc at ReasonabT 
Season[ablc] tymes. [Hall Boiiy i\, pp.365-6.] , 

Ittn Gevon to Bearcivardsihls yere more 
then was gaythered 

Itin Gevon to Players this yere more then 
was gaythered 

Itin gevon to the Karle of Darbies play- 
ers more then was gaythered . . . 

Iti^ii geven to George Warde, Reareward 
£c tlic Eric of Huntiugdoos man, aad 



'J 
ab1? 
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to one oihcr, being S' Xpofer Haltona 
man &t a b«arvw»rd, at M*" Mayors 
dynfd more then was gaytheted . . vij* 
Itui geven to S'George Hastings Players x' 
lua geven to the Quenes Maiestfes 

Playos ' more then was gathered . . xxxvlij* iiy 

■583. 
Tucsdaic the third dale of iRche. 1 583, 
cerlen [Mayors wlioe said they were the 
Stints of the Quenes Maiestics Master 
of the Rcvclls, who required lyccncc to 
I"" Mayor play &" for there aucthorytyc showed foth 
'J. Tata an Indenture of Lycensc from one M' 
*■ Morton F.dmondc Tylneye escjuier M' of her 
Ma'' Rci'clls of the one pte, and George 
Haysell of Wisbichc in the He of Elj'e 
in the Coun of Cambridge, gentlema on 
the other ^tc. 
The w^ indenture Is dated the vj"* daic of febraarye 
the xxv"* yere of her Ma'' raign *Vc. 
In w* Indenture there ys one article that all Justices, 
daiores^ Shcrifs, Ba5'Ilyis, Constables, and all other 
•t Onicers, Ministers & subiects whatsocii to be ayd- 
ge iSc assistinge vnio the said Edmund Tilneye, his 
eputles & Assignee, altendinge & havingc due regard 
nto suche parsons as shall disorderly Intrude themselves 
to any the doings & acconsbeiore menconed, notbelnge 
Ibrmcd qualifyed & bound to the orders (>scribed by the 
aid Edmund Tyllneye. These shalbec therefore not 



Soe Cullier's "Aniiala of ihe Stag*;,'' vol. i., p. 254, for 
iculars resjHSCliD;y! tliu formation of iliis Company rarly Id 
year in which thiB viait oncurs. Robert Wilsua and 
Dick " Xarlcton were memberfi of it. 
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only to signlfye & gcvt notice vnlo all & cffy 
Justices &c that noii of there outie ptensed au 
intrude themselves i: presume to showe forth a 
playcs, entcrludcs, tragedies, comedies, or shcwi 
places w'Mn this Realm, w"'outc the ortllyc 
thereof vnder the hand of the sayd Edmund. 

Nota. No play is to bee played, but sue 
allowed by the sayd Edmund, ic his hand at 
end of the said booke they doc play. 

The forscd HayscU is nowc the chcfc pla 
[Hall Paperiy vol. i., fol. 42.] 

Fridaye the 6 of mche 
Ccrtrn players caui' before M' Mayor at I 
there beingc |»scnt M' John Tata, M' Georg 
M' Morton & M' Worship : who saycd they 
Eatle of Wostcrs men : who sayd the forsy 
were not laxiffully aucthcrj-scd, & ^ they ha 
from them there coinys's, but it is untruc^for thi 
there box at the lii! In LciS, & so these m«n 
they sed the syd HayscU was not here h^-mscl 
sent the same to Grantom to the syd Hayi 
dwcllithe there. [Hall Papers, fol. 38.] 

William Earle of Worcester &c. hathe by 
tinge dated the 14 of Januarye A' 25' Ellz. R' 
his 'tiunts vz. Rob" Browne, James Tunslali, 
Allen, W'" Harryson, Tho. Cooke, RyC Joh 
ward Browne, RyG Andrewes to playc U goc 
vsinge themselves orderl}- &c. (in theisc won 
These are therefore to require all suche her 
oHycers to whom these |nits shall coRie, qu 
frcndly w"'in yo' scverall ff'sincts & Corpora 
{}inyi ti su&er them to passe w"* yo' furthetaao: 
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meanynge j-'^'selves honestly & to geve tliem (the 
htr for ray sake) suche liucriaj-ncment as other noble 
|en& players haue (In Wytnes Sic.) 

Mayor M' Ja. Clarke M' Rob' Hes'rjcke 

'Jo.Heyryckc M' George Tata M' EUys 
Noryce M' Morton M"" NewcoiS 

W M'' that M' Mayor did geve the aforesaid plaj-ris an 
^ngell towards there dini'i! & wild them net to playe at 
thit pscnt : hcing fryday the vj"' of lioche, for that the 
fermc was not conveynyent. 

■ The forsaid playos mctt M"" Mayor In the strete nere 
M' Ncwcomes houssc, after the Angdl was geven a 
bowtc a i) howers, who then craived lyccnse ageyne to 
jBlay at there Inn, & he told them they shold not, then 
Bicy went away & seyd tJiey wold play, whether he 
Bold or not, & in dispite ofhym, w* dyvers other cvyll 
fle contempiyous words : Wiincs hereof M'' NewcoiiV 
hV Wycam, & Witim Dcthickc 

More, these men, conVy to M' Mayors comandm', 

ircnl w"* their drum &i Trumppytts thorowe the Towrc, 

contempt of M' Mayor, neyther wold cotH at his 

tndm', by his ciTycer, vz : Worship 

'W" Paieson my lord Harbards man ] 

Tho. Powlton my lord of Worccsters man | 

ere ihey w^'' dyd so much abuse M' Major in the 

iresayd words 

Nota. These seyd playos have submyttcJ them 
Ivcs, & arc sorye for there words past. Si craved ^don, 
tsyeringc his worship not to wryte to there M'agayne 
cm, Si so vpon there siibmyssyn, they ate lycensed to 
play this night at there Inn, Si also they have prnj-scd 
vppon the suge. In the begynyng of there playi to 
^TJlo tlie hearer? thai they are licensed to playc by 



these ij 
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M' Mayor & w"' his good will & that they are sory fotj 
the words past. [Hall Papers^ vol. 1., fo, 38.] 

M^ that vpon fridaye the xix"" of Julye 1583, then 

should have bene a Com Hall, at w"** tyme there Jvd 

mcctc but only these p«ms vndcrwrytlcn of lh< 

brcthcmc, \48z. M' Mayor, M'Manbyc, M' Heyrkkc, 

M' Tatam, M' Jamcu Clarke, M' Rob' Hcyricke, M' 

George Noryce, M' Chcttic, M' Vyllcrs, and of Uie 

xlviij", these viCz. John Byddle, one of the Chamblyni, 

Thomas Wylne, Richard Orton, & Lebyas ChamMjn, 

By whom yt wa» agreed that the Muricans, M' Orf.- 

fyns 'Svunts should be admitted & appoyrited the Towjit 

Waytcs : And so have siiche wages or sallaryc as tht 

Townc Wajfes heretofore have had, &c. And it wai 

then ordrcd that the Collets should bee dclyucd rou 

them, lakingc of cfi'y of them two Towticsincn f« 

pledges for there Collers. 

Rob' Rodes, Coveyso' "j Pledges for George 

W™ Grcne, Tayllo', thcld' j RiJglcy his CoUo 

Rob' Carter "| Pledges for Thorn' Paynar for 

Rolland Bridgraaj' the second Collo 

T u u -I 1-11-1 Pledges for bocthe the 
John Heynckc, Tayllo r . j ^1 

t» t.,vt A -• f aforesaid jitvcs for the 

Rob'Noryce,Corveyso| ^^.^^^ j,^J. 

[Hall Boak^ U.. p. 31 

Common Hall, held xxlj"' November xsvi'" EHzabellll 
It is agreed that the VVayts & there boyes shiflj 
have Cotes bought them & ij skutchyns or gincke fylrtj 
to be made for the Boyes to were w'* laces aboute theft] 
necks. [HaUBosiyp, 378.] 

Itm paid for clothe for the Weytes & 
BiddelU Cootcs xlviij* 
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Itm paid more for two elnes of cloth for 

cootes for the weites Boyes . . xx' 

1584. 
Common Hall held xiij*^ March, xxvj"' Elizabeth . . . 
It is Ordered that the Waytes shall have frame hence- 
forth xij** a quart"^ of the xxiiij", and vj'' a q^f of the 
xlviij*', besydes the Comeners & Inhabitants ; and not 
to goe forthe of the Towne to playe w"'oute Lycense, 
neither anye straungers to be sufFred to playe w"'in the 
Towne. [Hall Book, ii., p. 382.] 

Itm gevon to the Quenes MaEest' players 
more then was gaythered the laste of 
September xv* viij'' 

Itifi gevon to George Warde, the Earle 
of Huntingdons man and Bearewarde, 
more then was gaythered , , . . xij* 

Itm geven to the Lorde Vawse' his 

Bearwarde lij' ilij" 

1585. 

Itm geven to the Qucenes Ma"** Bearc- 
warde x* 

Itm geven to Therle of Leycestr his 

playars more than was gathered . . xxiiij* 

Itm Given to George Warde, the Beare- 
wardc, servante to the Earle of Hun- 
tingdon more than was gathered . . liij^ 

Itm given to the Lorde Chamberlens and 
the Lord Admiralls' playors more 
then was gathered iiij* 

' Yaux. See Collier, vol. iii., p. 439, note, for a notice of 
this nobleman's plaj'ers. 

' Howard, Earl of Nottingham. Chalmers says that these 
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xiij" die Octobr Anno rcgni Dne 
abelh Reg &c. xxviij" Coram Jar 
F.IIys, Maiotc villc LciP Jacobo Clark tt 

Wlllmo Morton Justic: Pac &t 

The sayings or Examynacon of certtn 
piOTi% as followeth &c. 
Charrolls Dubignom b*inge demanded where he u'as, 
howc he bcstowd hjm self on Mifhcllamas even last, 
lythc he doihe not rt^membi he was any where bat k 
his M" howsse, & if he were, he cam whom either 
that night, or some other night thercabowts, aboute % 
or 9 of the clock at night, & \%-illed to have his supp, 
at w^ lymc his M' caused his wycf to gcve to tlib 
csamynate ij or lij Rawe eggs & badd hym rost them; 
where vpon he, the said cxa, dyd throwc the said 
awayc, &c. 

Itm he sajthe that he hard tlie Imbroderer saye 
yf the Quene of Scotts were put to dcathc (as yi 
supposed she should be), than there was lykc to bee 
verye greate trebles In England, and that if there were 
any suche hurly burly' then yt wold goe hard w"" the 
strangers nciwc in England. And further he saj-the that 
the said Edwarde Sawforde said \Tito h^*m that Marlyn 
saythe in his bookc, that after suche trebles ended, then 
yl wold bee a pleasant golden warlde : & further he 
saithe the said Sawforde said unto hjTii yX lliere were 
not (?sent Remedy this plyment for (he Relcfe of the 
pore, he dyd suppose the Coiiions^ wold ryse, or grcaic 



plajera began to act at The Rose, on the 14th of Ma^, 1594, 
anil that in 1698 Robi-rt Shaw &nd Thomm Dotroton were ti 
tlie lieftil of tfie eoinpany. 
' Upninr, tiimuliiious stir: see " Macbeth," aet i., CO. 1. 

* Th* common people. 
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«yn woIJ bee : and that iiilyns pvysc was that trebles 
should cuiR abowte WjTidsour & then this cxamynate 
asked the scd Sawfordc howc he knewe this, & wht-yther 
he had the scd tiilins bookc & he said, no, but he hard 
yt of a vcryc frend of hys, and that the boke was in 
Vorkcshirc emongst yc 

Released au y* GeSall Gaolc delyiiye &c. [Halt Pa- 
pers^ f., fol. fSza.] 

These be the Wordes of W™ Byardc. 
In the Raygnc of K. shall men be breeched Ij'ltc 
bcarcs and coated lyke apes, and y' after michcllmas 
should a parlemcnt be houlden, where vnto many should 
come of the noble men, and some not come ; and they 
that did come to the piirlemcnt should coinon' of such 
matters as they come for, & not agree, In so much as 
ihcy shall Fall at square, and some blowcs shall be gcucn, 
and so should parte cvcrye man lo his home, then should 
ihey goo together on the eares w"'in themselves, in so 
much her Maicstic should be in such fcare y' she should 
file Into Wallcs, Then should the cnimie aprache the 
lande, and prefer in manye places, and where he pro- 
fered most to mesne leasee to enter, but at West Chester 
thenlmie shoulde enter and envade the lande, and the 
crowne wonnc and lostc once or twice; then should 
such as have racked rentes and wronged the poorc and 
horded up their ccrnc, go lo the post,^' and three battles 
foughte, one at Westchester, the other at Coventrie, 
(he third at London. Then should a man and a boye 
be plowinge, and shall &e a man clothed in blacke, bare- 
headed, runyng over the fceld ; the boy shall say, " M', 



Commuae. 



' Or, u w« now sajr, go lo the woU. 
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who Is yonder ?" The M' ihall say, " A Prysle, let W 
kllle him, for it U they y* have broughte all this troble." 
Then in (her greatest trouble thouU a dcd man corat, 
and after hU name be knowne, alt shall rune vntohym; 
he shall gcue vnto everye man his owne wyfc and land, 
and shall set foarc ruUcrs in the land, then shall he go 
forthe and conqocr, and never cense till he coril att 
Jeruselem, and there dy by the will of God and be 
bueried betwcnc the three Kyngs of Cullfn.' 

By me Edward Sawford. 
At y* geflall Gaole delyiiy found guiltye by y* 
Graundc Juryc for consylyng the words, yett sett at 
Lyblie, payingc his ffecs. {Hall Paptrs^ i., fol. tS 



1 



When men arc brckyd*^ lyke bares & coiyJ lyke a 
and wcmcti pcntyd lyke Images to bchouldc great pr^-d 
&i Icchere. In yong ii ouId« greate Uulke of Gcxl & 
no delie survyd, nor none of hys lawes almoste regardyd; 
fa^th 5i honesty mosle hatyd, with flattarey abondantlcy, 
caryeth awaye the veaoiey, but God of hys onutyfXh 
tency, wy] not so delludyd be. 

Wyllui Byard.. 

Comj'ttcd to the Gaolc by the Judge at the Asslcei 
\-ntiJl he put in good Bayllc. [//w// Pa^rs^ I., fol. 185.] 

As I was in comonycation w"' Edward Sawford of 
things w^*" I had red in books, as cronicles, and the fe« 
ward of iniquilic, and other such like, both pleasant and 
good to passe the tyme w'^all ; he told me that he had 
red the boke of K. Arthur, w**" he said was a pleasant 
bokc of fables as ever he red in his lyfc : then began to 
talkc of Marlyn, saying that he was a man that had 



Cologne 
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[brctould many things to coiff, yta, even to the Worlds 
end. The w^'' I hearing, I desired to know what this 
Marlyn was, and what he had sayd. The aforesayd 
Edward Sawford sayd that Marh'n lyvcd in K, Arthurs 
dap, and also foretould K. Arthur his death, w-'" also 
came lo passe : forthcr that this Marlinwas, as it were, 
SI congerer, and loved a lady to whom he taught his 
fcieoce, and yet this lady loved him not, and by the 
came connyng that she had learned of him she inclosed 
}itm into a stone, and thus the sayd Merlen dyed. 
These wordes being ended I asked Kdward Sawford 
what Marlyn had I'orsayd of things to come ; saylh he, 
tliat tliL-re should be a man and his boy at the plow, 
and there should a man clotiied in black, and bare 
head, run over the feeld, and ihat the boy seing him 
•hould tay, M' lo where ronctli a man in black, I think 
he be a preetl : then his maistei should say, coiii', let us 
go and kil him. for it is they that Uath put tliis World to 
this stay as it is ; forthermore that ctaobs and clooted 
showcs' should rise : and also that there should be an 
puld man lying on a hil after the trobEcs past, bchould- 
jng the World, and should wish him yong aga^iie, that 
he myght be u partaker of the goulden da^'s to cuiii' ; 
further that there should be a many that should soeke 
the death of our noble Qucne, but none should prcyeale 
nor abridg her da^'s, but that she should lyvc tyl God 
should other wyse cal her. I'hus much he mayd no 
difference' at al to tcl mc, ncythcr could he [icU] me 
«ny more al that tyme, but w"'in fore daj-s after he told 
ine that there should be a parlcmcnt held, the w''' sayth 
he, most be the next of al, at the w^', being ascmbled, 
ihcy should common^ of such matters that there should 



ShcM. ' n<uitAtion. or difllculljr- 
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be discord and som blosi: grvrn in the parlamcnthoase, 
and so should the parlcmcnt be broken and every mas 
retorne lo his home, and tht-n must the broylc begin, 
and al In such a treble that the Quenes grace shatbe 
forced to fly into Wayls for her safgard ; ilien shaQ 
the dead man coiii and restore to euerye one his o\nie 
wif and his land, and set al at c|uiet : and 1 asked him 
what this dead man mrant, or what he was, and he said 
he Itncw not whether it %vas King I'Mn-ard the Syxt or 
King Arthur : these be dangerous words, sayth he, to 
be spoken vnless it be to a spccs'al frend, as 1 know 
thou art to me, therefore kcepe them secret, for if thou 
reveale them 1 wil deny them for they b« dangcroni. 
It was an ould man of the town w*'' tould me this, and 
shortly after ould Byard came thither and sat him dowoe 
and began to spcakc of congcrcrs and the decent of the 
dcvcl, very good words at the first, but afterwards he 
began to speake agaynsl the preachers of gods wonl 
and said that they kept a great pratylyng, and thai he 
himself had disputed agaynsl sorft of them, and tould 
them to their faces tliat they belyed them of the ould 
rclygion ; for, sayth he, they mavd other gates sermons 
than are mayd now a days, for they spoke of such pithy 
maters that they made the people soe zealous that they 
made them waxc, neither did they cloy the people w"* 
them, but gave the people few, and then they were 
atentyve to hearc them ; also talked he of monkes and 
nuns, w^ talk, lo myne opynyon, is not fit heere to be 
rehearsed ; also cursed the Crumwels,' and sayd thcf 



' Tiie powenaionsni'tlie dissolved religious house at Luunde, 
in tills coimly, came inUt the fnmily of Cromwell, Karl of Ksises, 
whose Eon an'l «ue(.'«asnr lieR liurii;il in tlie chitpel of the nbltejr, 
nnw part of the mansion nf Kiiwurd Finch Daw.Hon, E:i<j, 
Cromwells were tlius wvll known in this neiglilMiurhood. 
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were never any good of them, for It was a Cromwel 
that was cause that the abbeys were put done, and soe 
it came of him, Ka%th he. And after he hud done 1 
asked him wherefote they caused the pore people to say 
there prayers in Jaltin the w**" they vnderstand not : he 
mayd awnswcr that the fwpe, the hcd of the church, 
dwelt in the Uttin tongc, wher al speak latlin, the pson ^ 
and al, therefore he would that al should serve God In 
his speach, and sayd it was not matcryal in what tonge 
we spcake for God vnderstandelh al tongs. Then 1 
asked why they make the people to pray to our Laydy, 
he gave me answer in a place, w'^'' I have forgotten, in 
the bigining of the gospel after S' Luke. I sayd that 
is not sufficient, for that is but a salutatyon of the angel 
Gabriel, stil he stock to her, saying she had not bene 
kept w"" such meal and drj-nk as others wear. I told 
him that was not in the scripture^ and I gave him a 
many reasons of scripture as God put into my mynd, 
w*** when he hard, he lake his leave and went his way : 
and when he was gone I asked Hdward Sawford if that it 
he that had told him al these things abouc 
en, and he said, I ll be, and I sayd I thought so as 
soon as ] hard him talk. 

By me, Charles Dubignon. \HaU PaperSi\.t^o\. l^b."] 

xilij" die Octobr 1586, before James 
EUys, Mayor, ffraunccs Browne esq,, 
one of the Justics of peace for the 
Coantyc of Leicesir, James Clarke & 
Thomas Clark, Jusiics of Peace ior the 
Townc of Leyi?. The Examynaco of 
certayne ,psons, as well of the TouTie as 
of the Countrye, as foHoweth, 
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Wlllm Byarde : he denycthe the fyrst p03rnt of Sn^ 
fords Ezsunynaco. He layth he never redd any ef 
Marlyns pvizies.' 

Itm he denyeth that efi he said there shold be i 
plyament holden after Mighellmas. 

The said Byard vtterlye denyeth all the saylagi or 
accusacon of the said Sawford ageynst hym. 

Itm he saythe he caimott tell wheyther he talked W 
hym of plyaments or not, & neyther can tell when be 
was att the said Sawfords howsse. 

Sawforde 
he saithe that the said Byard hath bene half a dosen 
tymes at his howsse & that he was there yesterdaye. 

Byard 
he saythe he hathe Boathe Readd & hard pvysiet. 
Also he saythe that he dyd once rede or els hard that 
men shold be breched lyke beares & coated lyke apes, & 
women paynted lyke Images. 

The forsaid Byard at the Gaole delyGye found gyltye 
for speakinge the words he is charged w"'a!l by Sawford 
& by the Judge sent for from the Gaole of theCoontye 
and Coiuytted to the Gaole of the Towne, for further 
answeringe of the said words. But order left, that yf 
he offer good suerties to be bound in xx" apece, & hjin 
self in xl" to be bound to appeyre att the next Assices 
&c. that than he to be Baylled; or else to Lye styll 
in pryson. 

Dethyck. {Hall Papers ^ \.^ ^o\. 184.] 

Itm given to the Queens Ma"" Playors 
more then was gathered xxiiij* 

' Prophecies. 
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Itin given to the Earle of Essex playors 
in Reward being not suffered to play 
at the hall xx* 

1587. 

Itm geven to the Lorde Adm3TaUs play- 
ors more than was gaythered . . . iiij' 

Itm geven to George Warde, Beare- 
warde more than was gaythered . . iiij' 

Itm geven to the Countys of Sussex 
playors xx' 

Itm geven to the Erie of Leycesters 
playors more then was gaythered . . xvfj' iiij" 

Itm the xx"* of June payed for iiij Gal- 
lons of Wyne x* viij'', iij"" of Sugar 
v", and iij dossen of Cakes iij^, geven 
to S"" George Hastings and dyvers 
other Gentlemen at the Cockinge . . xviij* viij'' 

Itm the 16 of Julye geven to the Erie 
of Essex playors more than was 
gathered x* 

Itm geven to the Queenes Maiestfes 

playors more than was gaythered . . xxiilj' 
Dekayes and Monye not Payed to the Chamfelyns : — 

Itm Chrystopher Alysaunder behynde 

for certen playes and a beare beating vj** 

Itm John Normand for the lyke . . . Iiij'' 

Itm geven to George Warde Bearewarde 
more than was gathered iiij' 

1588. 
Itm geven to S' George Hastings players 
more then was gaythered .... iilj* 
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Itin geven the vj'*' daye of November to 
certen of her Maiests playars more 
then was gaythered x* 

Itm the xvij"' of November gevon to 
George Warde, bearewarde, more 
than was gaythered iij* 

1589. 

Itm the xvij"* of ffebruarye gevon in 
Rewarde to the Earle of Sussexe 
playars who were not suffered to playe ' xx' 

Itm the xx"" of Maye payed to others 
moe of her Mayestyes playars more 
than was gaythered x' 

Itm gevon to M"" Skevington, then Highe 
SheryfF, and dyvers other gentlemen 
w'" hym at a greate Beare beating then 
had, a gallon of Wyne, a pound of 
suger, and Tenne shillings in golde . xiiij' 

Itih geven to George Warde, the Beare- 
ward, more than was gaythered . . iiij* 

Itiii the xix"" of Novenf geven to therle 
of Sussex pleyers in Reward, not 
playinge x' 

1590. 

Itiii geven to two Muzicons beingeiunts 
to the Earle of Essex ij* 

Itin geven to certen playars, playinge 
uppon ropes at the Crosse Keys, more 
than was gaythered xxviij' 



I 
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Receipts towards the Charges of the Gifts gevon to 
[oblcnictu Playors : — 

Inprimis, Rcce}'\'ed att the Hall dorc the 
xxx"" day of October, the Quccncs 
Ma*' playore then playinge . , , . x' 

lull rece att the hall dore, the Earle of 

Wosters playors then playinge . , vj* viij** 

Itin rcce att the hall dore, the Earl of 

Hartfords' playors tht-n playinge. . vj' viij"' 

ltd rece of John Undcrwoodd, the 
Mayors ^gtant, whiche was by him 
rece of the Mayors Hrcthcrnc for vj 
playes and one Bcyrc bajtinge . xliiij* 

Itm rcce more of the xlviij'' for the same 

playes and Beyre baytinge .... xlvHj' 
Total v" XV Uy 

Itm the XXX of October gevon to the 
Quccnes Males'* Plcyars, by the ap- 
poynimcnt of M' Mayor and his 
brethcrne xH 

Iiffi gevon to the Earle of Wostere 
playars, by the appoymment of M*" 
Mayor and his Brethemc .... xx* 

Iti'ii gevon to George Warde,Beorcwarde, 
by Appoytitment of M"^ Mayor and 
his Brethcrne x* 

Itm the xxlj*" of Novcmbei gcven to 
the Earle of Hartfords playors by the 
appoyntm' aforesaid xx* 



* Chnlnicrs first mentions this Company nnHcr the jenr 139S. 
Be tMjt "tbcy 1»t« left [ew materials for the theatrical rc- 
I aiamluajieDr." 
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Itm the xxvj*^ of June gevco to Uk 
Eatle of Wosters Playors by the 
appoynuncat of M' Mayor ami his 
brcthcrac 

Itui the xj"* of Auguste gcven to the 
Earle of Sussex Playors by the ap- 
pciyntmeni of M*" Mayor and hU 
Bretherne 

Itm geveo to the Queens Ma" Playors, 
being another Cumpanyc, called the 
Children of the ChappcU,' by the 
appoyntme' of M' Mayor aad his 
brcthcmc 

Itui gevon to the Lordc Darkars^ playors 
In reward, w^'' were not suffered to 
playc ij* 

Itm gevon to the Lorde Shandowcs^ 
playors more than was gajthcred . . vj' 

Itm geven to the Eailc of Worsiers 
Playars in Rcwardc, for thai they did 
not playc X* 

159a. 

Itm the x"" of June gcvcn to the lord 
Dakcrs, Viccpsident of York, his 
Playors, who did not playe . . . . v* 

Itin gevon to the Qucenes Ma'' Playors 
more than was gaythered . . . . xi' 



' This woa one of the cnrnpnnies D^juTi-nile actors, 
populiirity couiplsinc ie< mjulo iu " HikmlidV." 
■ Dwirc's ('*of ihe Nortli," bJiron of GU^nd uid Qra 
• Chanil-M. 
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Itffi gcven to George Wardc.Beareward, 

more than was gathered Uij* 

Itra the 19 of Deccmbr gcven to the 
Lorde Admfntlls Playars more than 
was gathered viij* 

Itiu geven to the Lorde Mountague his 
Playars . , v* 

Itffi gevcn to ihc Earle of Pembruckc ' 

his playars more than was gaythercd . xiiij* 

1593- 
Itm the xj"" of June p** to the Queenes 

Ma'* playars more than was gaythercd xxiifj' 
Itm gcven to the Lorde Darsyc his 

p!aj-ars x* 

Itra gcven to the Earle of Wosters 

playars xx' 

Itui gevcn to the Queenes Ma"" playars 

more then was ga^thered . , . . x' 
Itui geven to the Earle of Wosters 

playors who did [not] playe . . . xx' 
Itm geven to the Eric of Darbyes 

playors who did playe v* 

ItiTi geven to the Lorde Sandwedge 

players, who did not playe . , . . v' 

1594- 
Emanuel 
Itin recc of the Companye of the Eight 
and ffortye towards the payment of 
the rewardc to playars, at ij tymes . xv* viij*" 

' Aixwrding to Chalmers, tJii! Karl of Pcmhroke's serTanls 

rfao, be sa\9, " vere tnnre de»irou9 of profit, ihan ctoulous ul 

■iae**) began to plaj at The BoBe, on the 28th of Octclier, 
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Itm rece of the Companye of the ffbnre 
and twentye towards the paymente of 
die rewaide to [dayon at ij tymes . xvj' 

Itm geven to the Lorde Morlyes' players, 
who were not snifered to playe . . v* 

Itm geaven to the Lorde Mounte Eagle 
his playcrsj at two tymes .... viij' 

1595- \ 

Itm geven the Gentlemen att the Cock- 

inge, and at the Cockepitt, in Wyne 

and Suger, Cherries, Cakes and Bread xzj* 
Itm geaven to the Earle of Wosters 

players xxx' 

Itm geavon to the Queenes Maiesties 

players xl* 

Itm geaven to George Warde Beare- 

warde x' 

Itm geauen to the Collectors for the 

Towne of Stratforde vppon Haven, 

in regarde of there Losse by ffyar . xiij' 
Itm paide for vj yards and three quarters 

of Tawnye Clothe for ffyve Cotes for 

the Waytes att x' vj** the yarde . . iij'' 
Itiii geven to George Warde, Beare- 

warde, in reward v* 

ItiH geven to the Queenes Ma** playars, 

more than was gaythered .... xj' 



' See note in Appendix to a.i>. 1547. This was I 
Lord Morlej and Monteagle, the son and successor 
Henry Parker, Lord Morley there meotioiied. He ( 
1622, having married Elizabeth, sole daughter and he 
'William Lord Mouteagle, to whose title he also succeed 
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Itiii geven in reward to the Lord Chan- 




J 


docs Players, whoe did not playe att 








V' 


^^H 


1596. 




■ 


Itm geven to the Earle of Worcest^ 






playos the first of August, in Rewarde, 




^ 


who did not playc att the Hall . . 


vj- 


vHjo ■ 


Itiii payed to iQ Thomas Chcttdl for 






viij j-ards of Tawny clothe for the 




^^1 


Wayts Coats and the Byddlcs coie . 


iiij'' xlj* ^^1 


Itin rcce of John Vndcrwood, w^ hce 




^H 


before had receyvcd of the xxiifj". 




^^H 




XV' 


^^^1 


Itm geven to the Earte of Darby his 




^^H 


playars more than was f^aytlieied . . 


XX* 


^^H 


ItiTi geven to the Karle of Hunlin|;don 




^^^1 


playars more than was gathered . . 


xlx' 


iiijo ^H 


Itin geven to the Qucenes Maiests 




^^^1 


Playos more than was gathered . . 


XXX* 


^^H 


ISg8. 




^^1 


Itm the Ix" of Jannarye geven to the 




^^H 


Quecnes Maiest* Playars more than 




^^^1 




xUij* 


yi^_H 


Itiii p*" to M' Thomas Cheitell, Woollen 




^^^1 


Orap' for viiJ yards & iij quarters of 




^^H 


Tawnyc Brode Clothe for the Wayts 




^^H 


Cotes $c the Bidles Cote .... 


v" 


xij^^ 


Itm geven to the Earle of Darbyi 








x» 


^^H 


Itin to my Lorde Barkeleys playars 


X' 


^^^1 


Itiu geven to the Erie of Penbrucke his 




^^^1 


players in Rewarde w"'' played att the 




^^H 


Towne Hall and the Company payde 




^^H 




xifj' 


iiij"^^! 
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1599- 
VUla Let8 The sayings of Accuzation cf J 
Johnson and of Rychard Mosely, 
the nrw Hespitall In the Townc of 
LeyR, the firsi dayc of June A° r** 
Elizabeth nuc &c, xJj"" Before Thomai 
Clarke, Maior of the Towne of Lekestr, 
Willm Morton, & Thomas Nixe, jus- 
tices of the Peace of o Sodafgnc Ladyc 
the Queen, within the said Towne k 
Libties [hereof, agcj-nst Richard VV'ool- 
shawe of LeicG aforesaid, shoemaker. 
Josua Johnson saythe, that ycstetdaye In the flfoie- 
noone, he Iiatd Rychard V\^oodshawe of th« Towne of 
Le)6, (hoomaker, speake tliese words foUowioge vie:. 
That yf wee do lyve, we shall w"'m theise sixe yearet, 
sec other gates' daunesinge U ntaymgc than is dowc, 
and further satd the preacher was a Liar, for thai, ia 
hig ^mond, he said M' Malor cawsed a May pole to 
bee taken dounc & cutt in peeces, the said Maye pole 
was peeccd & sett vppc ageyne, w**" was not true, for 
that it was not pccscd, but tliat part w*** was left wr9S 
scjt vppc ageyne, 

Rychard Moscley sayth that he hard the said Wood- 
shawe sayc, that yf wee do Lyvc these sixc j-carcs, we 
shall see other gates dawncsingc in the Towne, tl 
there ys nowe. 



WOODSHAWB 

The said Rychard Woodshawc beingc exanaynni 
and demanded whatt VVordes hce spake ycstetdaye in 
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le Newe HosfHtall, answereth nnd saitK that he said 
It within ihcisr sixc ycarcs itt maye bee theire will 
more morrj-s Dawnsingc in the Towne. 
Thomas Clarke, Maktr 
W" Morton. {HaU Papers^ vol. il., fol. 54.] 

Names of y* Morej-s Dawnscrs on Tuesday 
it in Whitson Wpcke last, vicz. 

1. Rob' Turpin, 'rfunt to G. Greene, 

2. Rychard Brcwan, Sunt to John fTreake, 

3. Rychard Awmond, Thorn* Pares man, 

4. W" Salesburyc, fevani to W" Hunt, baker, 

5. Edward Chcyney, Svant to NiC Birkytt the 
Curryo, 

6. and Rychard Woodshawc, shoemaker tbeyr 
Acauai. {Hall Paptn, fol. 5sO 

The Gcnerall Gaole delyverie was holdcn uppon 
Thursdayethexxvj"'dayeof Julye Anno xlj" Elizabeth 
Rcgine, before boihe the Judges, vicz. Edmund Ander- 
son, Knight, and John GUnvilc, Ju*tiC of Assises and 
generall gaolc dclyveryc. {Hall Paptrs^ vol. li-, fol. 65.] 

To the Rightc Honourable the Lordc judge 
Moste humbly complayningc vnto yo good Lordcship 
yo poore orato Richard Woodshawe of the toune of 
Leicester, shomakcr, so it is, most honourable lordc, 
that at Whltsontidc lastc paste, M' Maior gave Icauc 
vnto dyvers younge men of the said toune to feche In 
a Mayc Pole, and to set vp the same in the said toune, 
which they dyd, ^vith shott and Morris dauncers, but 
how his worship was Inccnccd presently so sone as the 
said raaic pole was set vp he caused yt to be poled doune 
agayne, and for that yo pore orato saidc that within 



232 



Extractt, ^e. 




these six yeres he hop«d to sec more moris dai 
then euet he had scene, for that he hurde one M' Hi 
ter sayc that n-hcn he caio' to be Maiore of Leicesti 
he wolde alow a moriisw, beinge oute of sarvis tyme, 
where vpon, and for the saidc speeches so vscd, vo 
poorc orato, not mcnyngc any hurt there in, wa» by M' 
Maiorc bound ouer vnto the Assysc to aunswere the 
same before yo Lordeship. Mafc it, therefore, please 
yo good Lordeship to graunte yo poorc orato yu gra- 
cious favo it that behalf that he male be releccd of the 
saidc bondcs vpon his juste trial), and In ro dolngc yo 
poore orato shall be boundc to piaic to God for the 
longc lyfc of yo good Lordcshipp. [Mali Paperf, 
vol. ii., foL 67.] 



Urn the xxij of June geven to the Lord 

Darsics Playats, who did not playe . x' 
Itiii paid for vij yards of tawnyc brode 

clothe for the \\'aytcs Cotes, at ix' 

the yarde iij^ 

Ittn rece of the xxiiij" Aldermen for & 

towards the paymi:t of sixc Playes . 
Itin rece of the xlviij'' for & towards the 

paym ' of vj plays 

Itm geven to the Erie of Darbycs* 

players the xvj * of October . , , 
Itin geven to i\\c Earle of Lyncolncs 

Playars more then was gaythered . . 
Itm geven to the LordeHaywards Playars 

more then was gaythered .... 



iij- 



XVJ* 



xl- 



XX* 



X* 



xvHj' 



' The hcftd of this Company, at the time of Ihrar visit, 

Robert Brown, to whom Slyo deriacd, in 1608, his shiire in the 
G I obe. — Ciuud BBS. 
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Itiii geven lo the Lord Motleys Playars 
who did not playe x' 

ItiTi geven lo a Beareward at M' Mayors 
I'cabtc V* 

It)" of September '99. 

Abraham Clarke saythc that hcc, Rychard Wales, 
^ward Boylcson, BartholL Bond, playde at the bords, 
nd called the Shovel l-a-borde,' in RyC Rydyngs 
lowsse & he lost aboutc viij'' in Ale & further he saythe 
iiat Choysc came in & dyd drynk w"' them, but dyd 
lOfsiay. And further he saythe this was of Saytur- 
Jayc night, the viij"' of September last, & it was 
iboutc xj of the clock before he was in his bedd. 

Also he saythc he borrowed xij'' of Rychard Inge, 
iic said Saturdaye night. 

The said Rychard Inge saythe he dyd lend the said 
Abraham Clarke the same night, xiJ**. 

The said Rychard Inge hath p'mysed to pay his fyne, 
w^ is 10* to morrow by ix in the forenone at th« 
Tott-n Hall. 

The aforesaid Abraham Clarke released, \_ti^ii 
Papert^ vol. il., fol. 79 in darsB.] 

)6oo. 
Itui geven to the Queencs Ma'" Plaj'ars 

more then was gcythered .... 
Itm geven to the Earle of Huntingdon 

his pleyars more than was gaythered . 
Itm p'' to the Earlc of Pcnbrocks players 

more then was gathered ...... xvij' 

Itui geven to the Earle of Huntingdon 

his Players the second lyme . . . xx* 



XXX* 



xxx' 



Itm gcven to the Lctrdc Dudleys Plcyars 
ItiTigcvcntothcarlc HuntingiionsPlayars xxvj*i 



^■y 



X* 

xxx" 
xx" 

X' 



xitj» 



I60I. 
Itiu gcvcn to the liartc of Lincolns 

players more then was gaythercd . . xilij' 
I till given to a Bc;ircwardcattM' Mayors 

Dinner 

Ittn given to the Lorde Dudieyi Players 
ItiTi geven to the Earle of Huoiingdon 

his Playars 

Itin gcvcn to Lorde Shandocs Plaj-art , 

Itif) given to the Lordc Ivers his PIa\-ars 

lliii given to the Lordc Vawce his Plaj-ars 

Itm payd to the Goldsmythe for mend- 

ingr the Wayts CoUore or Chaynes, 

and the olde Townc Mace .... 

Itm Y^ for ix yards of Tawnyc Clothe 

for the Waytes Cotes & for the Bea- 

dclls Cote for Lynyng for the same 

Cote MI" 

Saturdaye the 21 of NovcmtJ, 1601. 
This Is to let your Worships understand y' I 
wyllinge to fullHU all your mlndes and to put v[| 
Ingres' of and this on him more, hoppingc It shall t 
lost. In this sorte a cordinge to his one part, y* 
soimc to play the base, and his father his olde par 
trebell, and so to be just synce{}) our Hrst stlut ; 
the ilrst boyc to play one quartur his, and the 
mync, as long ; w"* this exception, botti who is wai 
w"'out reasonable cause at any time, and will not 
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lis attendance, having sufBdcnt notice, shall tos« hfs 
itace, and so, iff I mtght intret those y' are here In 
iresaunce to be witnes at this agreement I hop( Jt will 
Eontcnc you. 

Tomas Poyner 

Pm [Afterwards Bigned by] Georg Ridgley 

Sundaye, the xxij of Noveiff 1601. 
Yf George Ridgeley subwribc likewise to this agree* 
then 1 will they contynew iheir places for o Waghis, 
lie thai ihis agreement be entrcd as an order of the laste 
Comon Hall ; yf not that they (iscntly yield their 
collars to my deputic 

WlUm Rowes, Malor. [Hall Paperi.] 

1602. 
t a Common Hall, held on S' Matthew's Day, 
l502. The Wa^'tcs, because they can not 
agree together, arc therefore now d^-smyssed 
from beinge the Towne Waytcs from henceforth. 

Delhickc. {Hali Bock^ iil., p. 232.] 
Itin Rece of the ij Companyes for seuall 




fvsylfe. 



^ 



Playcs 

ffirst given the laste daye of SeptcnJ 
(1602) to the Queenes Ma'' Playars 



xtx* 



xl» 



1603. 



At a Common Hall held on the iS"" January 1602 
, - It is ordered and agreed that 

-* (bdnge fyve in ttie wholl) be from 
henceforth (vpon his ^ooA behavio') admitted the Town 
Walts, havinge a lawful! and sufficient Company* 
•kilfull in the knowledge & anc of Mozicke, and shall 
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have for their Wages quarterly of ihe xxiitj*' 
pe«ce, and of the xlviij*' quarterly iij^ a peecc, j 
the oihcr Inhabliants and Comm}'iiers wlut il 
kindencs &i f*ood will will give him and his said 
panye ; And to be paid att our Ladyc Day ne 
due for a quarter then ended. \^Hail Body Ui., p, 

Itit) p** for j gallon of Sackc5cone powndc 
of Suger gevon to the Gendemen at 
the hors»e Runiiynge v* 

Itiligiven thethirdof Aprill' totheEarlc 
of Huntingdon his players ■ . . xxvj 

Itiii given to the Earlc of Worccstors 
playos x' 

Itni given to the Earit of Worceitors 

playog one other tyme xx' 

Itm given to the Lord); Admyralls 
playos* the xviij "' of August . . . x* 

Itm given to the Kings Drumo . . • ij* 

Itm p** for a gallondc of Sacke & tj gal- 
Ions of Clarett given to S' Thoifi 
GrifFyn, S' W"' (Taunt k other gcntleifi 
att the Angell, at the horssc Runyngc ix» 

Ilin then g^'ven to the same gentlemen 
1J» of Suger HJ« 

Ilni given to the Lorde Shandoes Playara XX* 

Urn geven to the Earle of Huntingdons 
Playars 



' Thin pcrforninncc tonaequejitly took place on a San 
' Philip IlenelawB and Eriward AJltjne were aX llie 
tia» company, " Edwanl AIIho, serrviiunte to the lorde 
rail," hod a warrant dated 22 April, I60», for 
performances before tbe late Queen. Soon afterwards 
oame the " IVince's Servant'" 
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Ilm geven to ihe Lorde Eevers PIayar$ . xx* 

Right Ho. my humble 

Lp to be advertised that 

Ho' nephew S' Henry Hastings 

behalfc of yo' Lps brother 

was spoyled, stolnc, & cut up & brought to . . . 

to the Stewards of the faire En their 

night. Nowe so it was, may yt please yo"" good Lp . 
standinge there was the same night many Maye poles 
hand and confused multitude of base people sett vp 
Stewards watdi too weak to suppress ch« eoutrage. 
And vpo llie Sabeth day everie 

a Maypole was sett vp near vnto 

in Lcici. 1 found I think at 

w* a most tumultuous vproare & outcrie, vntill Sir 
Willi'u Skipw"' came in, and dcaiingc somewhat rough- 
ly, and layeing hold of one Wood, a butcher, a most 
disordcrlye, leude pson, brought hym to me, whom 1 

pientlye coinitted some rude audience 

for pdamacon of departure w"* was then contemned : 
and seconded the next day w"" Morricts and a great 
number of Idle, rude companie^ many of them armed 
with shot, followinge them, morningc £z cvcninge, the 
whoUe townc throwe cat where of I thought It my doutie 
to advertise yo' Lp Uumblie craving yo' Lps assistance, 
countenance &c direction. 

[To the Right Honourable [James Ellice, Maior] 
The Earl of Huntingdon, &c.] 

[Hall Papers^ vol. xxi.] 
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^^P The savings ^ WiUui Saunderson of 

W Burgus L«l€. Uic old Ho»pitaU of the Ncworkc of 
^^H Lricntcr, BcadiimaD, taken before Jamo 

^^1^^ Ellice, Maior of ihe Borough of Lcice'i 

^^^^H and Rotitc Gyllott, Justices of the Peace 

^^^^ (heirc, the fourtli daic of Maye 1603. 

The said Exarii' sayth comyngc ton'ards Symoo Yogi 
dorc in Leicester, found dyvcrs women sitting thcire 
vppon Sayturdayc nighte the last of ApriU last poit, 
. Symon Ynge then ragcingc at the scttinge vpp of the 
^laye pole standingc ncirc to his howsc in the Sonthe 
gate ; and sayde that they (mcyninge the Maye Poles) 
wcare suffered in noc lownc but here in Leit?. WlKrc- 
vnto this Exaiu said, that yf the King did allow of 
them, then wee ought not togainesaye itt. The Kinge, 
sayd he (the said Symon Ynge), I will obey Qoecne 
Elirabcth her lawcs. Then saydc this Kxani the 
Qocenc is dead, and that her lawcs were nowe the Kings 
lawes. Then the said S^mon Ynge answered againc 
fe said that the Kinge hnd noc lawes. Then said th» 
Exarif to him, Take heede what j-ou saye, for feyre of 
ponyshment, for hath not our King made manye Knights 
by lawe, and sent out his wr}-tis by lawe, and made 
twoe peeces of Scotyshc qnoync currant heirc in Eng- 
land, and all by lawe. WlUm Saundcrson. 

The said Willui Saundersoa bound (n x" to give socfa 
cv^'dence as he can & knowcth against the said Symon 
Ynge att the gca'all gaolc dclyverye to be hoUen aU 
Lclccsir. [HalJ Papers.] " 



Right Honorable. 

In all Immyllytie my dutie remembred, &c. 
crave pardon of your good Lp for my lounge sylcnce* 
w** to your Ho. might scenic to bee my greatc nedy- 
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gencCf especially bcinge %at honornbUe and worthilye 
directed and advised in a matter of suchc consequence 
and greaic importance, but the tructh and reason 
thereof hath bccne that I might the more effectuallie 
searche fourth, and the more certeynelye informe yo' 
Ho. of tlie pryniripall offenders and cheife agents, 
as well Abettors as Actors in the late tumultuous 
disturbance of oure peaceable gotimeni in this Corpora- 
con, of whose names 1 have made a shorte Calhologuc, 
and do presume herein to present the same to yo' Lp 
humbiic bcseechingc yo"" Hono"" that such cxempler 
ptinyshm' mayc bee intlicted vppoti them that others 
maye bee terryfied to ollende hereafter in ihe like. 

And whereas, righte lionorabte, thcEie is a reporte 
suggested that myselfc should since that tyme give 
countenance vnto tlie Morrice dauncers, whoe see dis- 
orderlye did assemble themselves togeyther, 1 doe as&ure 
yo* Honor, that itt is, and hath becne, farr fn>m me 
and my affection ; for, to my grief, 1 sec dayelic theftc 
sett vpp before my eyes ; tumultc and confuzion vp-. 
houlden and vnpunyshed, and both foimer and present 
govemm' disgrated. I have therefore made my com- 
playnte (beinge the moueth of all my Breetherne), and 
I have prayed in ayde of yo'^ Honors grcatc and honor- 
able pbce of Leivelcnancyc, humblle desyringc yo' LjJS 
strength to be added to my weakness, w*** I confesse, 
yctt shall yo' Honor ever finde me wdlinge arKl readie in 
my place to further his Ma*' Svice, soe far as eyther 
Lyfc, goods, or will can extende vnto. 

And, therefore, so soon as I shall reccavc warrant 
and order for takingc downe thcise itolne Poles, and to 
doc otherwise as to yo' Honors wisdome shalbe thought 
fitt, my dilligcnce in speedye execution there of shall 
Well appeyrc. 
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So humblie cravinge ^on, I hamblie likewfie tab 
my leave. 

Leicester, this xj* of Maye, 1603. 

Youre Honors humble to comaoii 

James EUice, Makb i 
To the right Honorable, my very good Lorde At 
Earle of Huntingdon, Lorde Lievetenant of his Hi^ 
nes Countyes of Leicester and Rutland Be Theise D.D, 

[HaUBtik] 

Burgus Leicester. The Names of the Morricc 
Dauncers, vicz. 

Willnf Johnson §vant to M' Hugh Hunter 

Thomas Cley, TajUor, 

WilllQ Salesbary, baker, 

John York, Whittawer, 

Edward Browne, 

Willi3 Bellgrave, shoomaker, 

John Pepper, Smyth, 

Willui Bruckesbye, glover, 

John Wood, butcher, a disorderlie fellowe, him 
have I bound with twoe sufficient suerties to appeyre 
before the Judge att the next assice. 
Such as were furnyshed w"' Shott, vicz. 

John Grosse, Whelewright, 

John Camden, Whelewright, 

Thomas Bruckesbj-e, 

Valentyne Brocks, 

Thomas Pawliners, 

Rychard Basforde, 

Samuell Yates, junior. 
The Names of them that have beene Punyshed, vicz. 

The said John Crosse and Willm Belgrave, 

Thomas Davye, baker, 
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Thomas Scywcll, payntcr. 

Raphe Aston, laborer, 

Roger Moro, lat* soldyar. 
George Langlcy, Payncrcr, sayth he payntcd the 
Maye Pole neire to the Talbot : and nras paid by one 
William Johnson Svant to M' Hugh Hunter, ij' 

Allso he saith he payntcd the Maye Pole in the 
Humberstone Gate, and was patde for the same by one 
W'lllra Saleibaryc Svant to Willm Hunt, Chambtyn 
of Leicester, j-". [Hall BoeL} 

Burgus L>et6. The Examynacun of Symon Yrge of 
LeyG Yeoman, taken the xvj"" daye of 
Maye AnnoPrimo Reg* Jacobi &c. before 
James KUj-s, Mayor of the Burghc of 
Lcy8 & Rob' Gyllott, justices of the 
Peace of oure Soffaigne Lorde the Kii^ 
w'^in the Burghe of LcyE kc 

The said Bxamynate bcinge demaunded what 
spcaches was betwixt him & W™ Saunderson vpon 
Saturdast night the last of Aprill last past, sayth that 
he, this I£xa, s}1tinge then at his owne dore, the said 
W" Saunderson cai& to him &i said he cold not sec the 
Maye Pole at his owne dore for the elmc tree standinge 
at Pollards dore, &; w"'all the said Saunderson asked 
this Exa what harmc the pole dyd, to the w^** he, this 
Exa saythe he answered not any thitige at all concern- 
inge the 8* Maye Pole, & then the sayd Saunderson 
said that Maye Poles were sett vppe in all places as 
the Kii^ caiQ, & that the Kinge allowed them in his 
Book. \\Tierevpon this Exa saythe he wished the »** 
Saunderson to be contented & lett vs be ruled by M*^ 
Mayor 6c the Justices. And the said Exa said he dyd 
thinke the King, as yet, had made no newc lawcs, but 
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those that were in the Queenes Ma'' tyme. Thai ihc 
s** Saundcrson lepllcd & &aid, Iiathe not the King made 
ccrtcn Knights by lawe & also hathe allowed ij Scottish 
pieces of coync, the one of gold, the other of sylver, 
to be current in lingland by lawe, to the w*** this Exa 
taythe he answered not anythinge ii further spccchti 
(to his rcmembraunce) Ik saytlie th«rc was not beiwixl 
than. [Hall 5w*.] 

Common Hall the xviEj of May> 1603* 

M** in regard whereof, as also of the manifold incon- 
veniences and disorders w*'' wee have scene by experience 
v&ually to accompany the settings vp of Mayc poles in 
o' townc, by reason of the multitude of rude 5c disor- 
derly 4>sons therein, 5t for the w"" ihey have been hereto- 
fore for many yeares forbidden & restraloed amongst 
{HailBaok.} 



vthl 



19 die MaiJ 1603. Coram Jacobi HlUce, Maior. 

Willin Leppington of Lei? the yonger, slater, sayth 
that vppon Mondaye night, the t6'''of Maye last pjst, 
Anlhonye ffletcher said unto M' Giltoit (after the Mayt 
Pole was taken downe in Bclgravc Gate), whoe shall 
payc Willni Leppington for the takingc downe of the 
Mayc Pole, whereunto M'' Gillott answered and wiUcd 
the said ffletcher to forbeare his speches and goc ; 
bedd ; Wherevppon the said IBetcher answered, 
I will coule you both (meaningc M*" Gillott and the 
Leppington) for this. ^1 

Allso he sayth, that the same Mondaye night, Agi^H 
Watkin, the wyfe of John Watkin of LciC shomak^n! 
nto this Bxani 



esal^ 
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Thomas Tycrs beingc in ihc Hall the xxj"'of May, 
at night, should say, in the hearing* of John Russill, 
John Pepper, John Spencer, and others there beinge, 
that he would see M' Maiore hanged as hcighe as the 
topp of the hall before )ie would be at hCs comaund, 
cither for the cuttinge doanc of May Poles or any thinge 
ds. [hall Book.-] 

Sayturdaie the jotj'^ of Maie 1603, att night John 
Woodd, of Leicester, Butcher, delyvered theise speeches 
to M' Maior, vicz : that he hard one saye vnto hym, 
that Thon? Peslcll shoulde reportc to one scttingc vppon 
a bolke In LeiP, that talked of M' Sacheverili, that the 
said M"^ Sach^eill was above M"^ Maior. And further, 
the said John Wood said that M"" Maior did enoughe 
to make the whoH towne to ryse against him. 

And also said that M** Maior and others had done 
him v-Tongc : but he would be righted, or ells hec wodc 
spend Twentic Pounds. [Hall Book.\ 

xvj*die Maij Anno Primo Reg" Jacobi, etc. 

R«^ of Henrie ffreeman, one of his Ma'» Messen- 
gers, Hij .pclamacons by wrytt vnder his Highnes seale, 
dated at Westrii is" die Maij A" sup d. etc. phibitinge 
all maff of charter or graunte of any kind of Monopolies 
& other things : and jihibytingc alt Bcarc baytingc, 
Bulbayllnge, Enterludes, Coinon Playes, or other like 
disordred or vnlawfuH Kxercises or pastimes, to be kept 
or vscd vpon any Sabbathc daye. 

Gcvcn the Messenger in Reward . , iij' iiij'' 
[HaU Bask.} 

The ffirst of May 
Bing tl]c Saboth day. 
In Quenc Maris lime 
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It was a silver mine ; 

And In Qucnc Ellzabeibes iii3 

A golden mine 

And now it Is coUd 

A ledeo mine 

Worser than copper 

A diossic mine. 
God save Kyng James the ITent 

and of Scotland the vj 
(Thursdaje the 19'" of Mayc 1603). 

[Hall m.] 

ig*'dle Maij, 1603, Coram James Hllice Maioc ci 
Rob' Heyrtck. 

Christopher Walton, gefJ^vant to the Kings Ma'", 
sailh this present momingc, being the itix of Male 
1603, he haid M' Hunter report tliat John Knight of 
Leicester, tanner, shouldc sayc that he hard M' Samp- 
son, in his sarmoo, saye that gold is turned CO lilver, 
silver to brassc, and brasse to drosse 

M' Sampson' is charged w"" these speeches, and vt- 
lerlyc denyelh the same 

Rychard Tydesdale, of Leicester, Comer of JarKV, 
saythe that vppon May dayc, in the afternoon, att the 
Sarmon in S' Nlartyns church in Leicester, he hard M' 
Nathaniell Sampson, in his sarmon, dclyver theic 
speeches; vicz. that we hawe had a golden world ihcse 

' Nfttbaiuel Sampson, Mutter of Wtgotoii's lloapilal, wu oat 
of the two sons of "nioums Siimpsun, De*u of Chichestef, a 
celebrateil l*uritiu< tlivinv, who w«nt abroiul in CJucuii AJir^'* 
rei){", Ktid in 1556 juinctl the church at Genevn,of wliii-h Jolm 
Ivnox WDH oiip of the pastors. He niHrriviI > nuw of Lktimif. 
S«« u notice of bitn la Bom's " Jiieloiy of rwisli Begistcri, 
2Ddocl., 1862, p. 277. 
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44 yeeres, and from goldc to silver, and from silver to 
brassc, and from brasse to Iron, and from Iron to Cley. 
iHaU Bosk.] 

1604. 
ItiTi given to the Kings Ma** Trumpitten'' n* 
Itiii geven to the Lorde Straffords 

Plcyars 1* 

Ilffi the xxiiij"" of October given to the 

Lorde Shandocs Players, whoe did 

not play x* 

Itin given then to the said Players in 

Wyne & Suger xix'' 

Itm the xviij"' of Novembr to a Bearc- 

warde vj» vilj"* 

Itm the xxj** of Decembf given to the 

Lorde Dudley his Playars, who did 

not play • X* 

1:605. 
Itin the xIx" of Januaryc given to the 

Earle of Huntingdon his playars . . x' 
Itm given to a Bcarcward at M' Mayors 

feaste x^ 

Itiii given to the Harle of Huntingdon 

his Playors . • xvj* 

Itm given to the Queenes Ma" Playars' xl* 



' On occtaion of tho Pro^esa of the Dialcc of Yorlc, after- 
wards Charles T^ to Leicester, on bis way to the Court fV^m 
Sootlaodi on the 15tli of Ano^st. He rcmnintMl until thi? 17th. 

* Tliis was the company formerly acting as the senrants of 
the Earl of Worcester. — Coexibb^ vol. i., p. SSO. 
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Itin p** to Thomas Hcyricke' for lathes 
& for ncylcs spent at the Hawlc at 
such tyme as the Quecncs PUyors 
were there 

Itm p^ for mendlnge the chcyre in the 
^lor at the Hall, more then was re* 
ccyvcd of Raphe Edgerton, w^ was 
brolten by the Playars 

Itin p'' to Rychard Ynge, glasyar, for 
Ixx quartclls of glasse UJ* 

Itm p*" to hym more for sawdcringc of 
other panes of gbsse in the Mall . . 

Itui p" to M' Bonnctt the si]"' of No- 
vcmbr for fyve yards ilj quarters of 
brode Tawney Clothe for the Wayts 
Cotes at xij* the yarde ilj" ix' 

1606. 
Itin given to the Harle of Harford his 

playars x' 

ItQi the xxvilj of August given to an 

other Companye of Playots . . . x* 
Itm givenlotheLordeDudleyhisriaycrs xx' 
Itin in August given to the Kings Ma'' 

Payars : que? xl* 

Iti'n given to the Lady Elizabeths grace,* 

her Trumpittos 



' One of the Aldermen of th^ Borough, brotber to Sb 
William lIetTii;l[ of Beauoianor, of wiioni t^ii; pruecct poisonor 
of tbc estate, Williuu rerr; Heiridc, £8q., Is the vortli; 
descend nut. 

' TLe Priiicesa EUzabetb, ofterwfirds Qaeeo of Boheous. 
She was St Leicester on several oecosioas. 
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Iloi given to the Duke of LjTioxTnim- 

piters Uj' U(j* 

Ilm given to the M' of the Babons,' 
Lyccnscd to iravcll by the Kings 
Warrant ij" vj* 

Ilm the last of October given to certen 

playars xx* 

1607. 
Itm given to the Quccncs Mai€s'' Players xxx' 

lorgus "I Acl Cocm Aulam tent, ibfn die veneris 

^icesti' J sell? xxx* die JanuariJ Ann R. Jacobi nuc 

nglie &c. Quartiet ScotieQuadragesimot 1606) Coram 

'at. Lebeo Chambcrlyn, Maiore Burgi LetS prcd ct al 

urgciis' Burgi prcd vic2 xxiiij^'ct xlviij". And agreed 

Tpon as foUowcth, vicz: — 

Playcs. It is agreed that non of cither of the Twoc 
Companies shalbcc compelled att anic tytne hereafter to 
pnyc towards anic playcs, but such of them as shalbce 
then present at the said ptaycs : the King^ Ma'*pIayor!, 
jthc Queenes Ma'' playors, and the young Prince his 
Mayors excepted ; and nlsoc all such playors as doe 
pelonge to anic of the Lords of his Ma*^ most honorable 
Privie Counsell alsoe excepted ; to ihcise they are to 
{bayc accordingc to the Auncyent cuatome, havinge 
fWamjTige by the Mace bearer to bee att effyc such 
(lay. iHaUBask.iW.,^, 3t3.] 

r6o8. 
Itffi the XKV* daj'e of Marchc, given to 
the Lordc Dudley his Playars, whoe 
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wcarc not stiffcrd to play at the Town 

Hall for thctrc Rcwardc . . . . x* 
Inn the xiij"' day of August, given to 

the Kings Ma" Trumppittcrs. . . xx* 
Urn given to the Lorde Admyrall his 

Trumpltcrs, beinge five of them . . ij* 
Itin the vj"" of Aprill given to the l^arle 

of Penbrooks Trurapiters . . . , Ij* 
ItiYi the xiiij"' of AprlU given to the 

younge Lorde Hastings Muzkons . {J* 
Itni p" for wyne and suger given to the 

Lorde Spencers men 

Itm the vj" of June given to the Queciies 

Players xl* 

Itin given to the Princes Players of the 

White Chappie, London .... xx* 
Itiii the xxj"' of Auguste given to the 

Children of the RevelU xx* 

ICai the xJtvj"' of September given to one 

other Companye of y' Queencs playos ix* 
Itiii p^ for mendinge the glasse Wyn- 

dowcs att the towne hall more then 

was given by the playora whoc broalte 

the same ij* 

Itm p*" for mendinge the Laticc Win- 

dowes alt the towne hall .... 
Itin p" for mendinge of the Shott Wyn- 

dowes in the towne Hall .... 
Itifi rece of the Constables in Leicester 

for Mulbarye Trees xvUj* 

Itin p"* for Mutberj-e trees,' Coinaunded 

to bee brought and sett and plant in 



xnij 



xB 
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dyvers Counties of this Realme, by 
LTes from the Lords of His Malest' 
most Honorable Privys Counsel! . , xxx' vj^ 

hm the ffirst daye of October given to 
the Piinccs Players 1* 

Itni giueo to the right honorable the 
Lorde Albuiiye his Playors . . . xl* 



* 



i6io.' 

Itiii ihc xx"" daic of ffebruarie glucn to 
the Harle of Arrendell his playors that 
played not 

Itm the flirste dale of Julie giuen once 
more to the Lorde Albuhye his Playors 

Itm the last of December giuen to the 
Quecncs Playors xl* 

Itra paldc to M' John Bonnett for seavcn 
yards of Orengc Tawnyc Clothe for 
the Waytcs Coles iiij" Ij' !)■* 



XX' 



H 



l6l2. 

Itm rece of the Companies of the xxilij*^ 
and xlviij" att twoe scGall tymcs, 
bcinge taxed for ij seuerall Playes 
this yecrc xxlij* viij* 

Dekcj*s. Itm the yecxelie rent of the 



peecc of ground called the Bare gardia 



xx" 



f The Plngnc broke out in the town in the summer of ISK^ 
Id prevulod, with incrcnsod virulence, during 1611, when no 
nts of playerji arc recorded, tmA the judgea,rctasiiigtoeome 
[the town, tlie aasizes weie held at ilinciley. Sec a letter 
this Bubjeoc from Thoma* Shakttpeare and others, of Lutter- 
Wth, io the Apj>endLx. 
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\im the xllij"' date of June Glucn to the \ 

Qucenes Playors i\' 

\im the xxx'" of Julye Glucn to the 
Lady Elimbeth her playors . . . xl' 

itiTi given to his Maicst" Trumpiters for 
thcire fees ' xl» 

Itui given to tlie Kings Muzkons for 
there fees' vj* 

Itiii paide for all the Wayts Cotes or n 

Lyveries for this yeere !• J 

Itm rece of Lidmunde Pollarde, Muslcon ^H 
the sccondc son of Thomas PoUarde, ^^ 
husbandman for his fredom . . . . v* 

Itni recti of the Compan^-cs of the xxiilj" 
and xlviij'^ for a playc, and for de- 
faults att a Comon Hall, as appeyre* 
by the bills . . ■ xUI 

Itm the xxvj"" dale of October glucn to 
the Quecnes Playors xl' 



1613. 

Itui paide for a Gallon of Sacke and a 
Gallon of Ctarctt wync and one poundc 
of Suger giucn to the Knights and 
Gentlemen all ihc Horsse runynge for 
the Golden Snaffle vlij* 

Urn the xvj"' daye of Marche giuen to 

tlic Qucenes Players xx* 



' These tre two ont of numerous entries of customai^ 
psitd to the Kingji OlHcera, (luriii);; the vml of Jain«« I 
Prince Henr)' to tlitt tuvrii, up August tlkt; 18Lb, aud for 
great preparatiouj were tnailc liy ttiv Corporation. TIt« 
gaeits retiiaiued bcrc two or thrue days. 



^^^^^^^F ExtractSf Sfc, 
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liui rece of the Companjxs of ihc 24" 




^^1 


and ihe 48" towards a P!ay . . . 


xiij' 


viij** ^W 


Itui the xiij"' daye of October, Given to 




^^^^ 


y* Ladle iilisabeih her Players by the 




^^H 


appoyntm' of M"" Maior aod his 




^^^1 




xl' 


^^^^ 


lUii the xxij"' of December given to the 




^^H 




xl' 


^H 


1614. 




^H 


Itm the xx'^ of Januarie given to the 




^^H 


Lord Awbenyes' Playors .... 


xiij' 


H 


Iliii the xxviij"' daye of Aprill paide for 




^^H 


Twoc Gallons of Sackc given to the 




^^^1 


Gentlemen at the Horse ruiiyngc for 




^^^1 




viij» 


^^H 


Itm given to the Trumpiters flbr there 




^^^1 




xl* 


^1 


Hm given to the Siant Trumpiter for 


hisffee' 


x» 


^^^1 


Itiu paid to Barnabas TurvUe for mernd- 




^^H 


ingc Ihe Muzicoiis silver Collars and 




^^H 


Scutchcns that wanted certcn pccccs 




^^H 




V* 


^^H 


Itm recK of the Companyes of the xxiiij'' 




^^H 




ix» 


x«^^H 


Itih the tenth of November given to the 




^^^B 




xl- 


^^H 


Itin the sixtenth of December given to 




^^^1 


the Lorde Dudlics Playors .... 


X* 


^H 


' Albooys. 




H 


* Faid liuruig another Toysii pTograee. James 


was here on ^^| 


he nme day aa in 1612, — tJie lHHi of Aiigunt. No musiciaus ^H 


re mentioned in the list of otHcera on this <}ccuion> 


J 
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g 


i6is. 


m 


Itin given to the Quecnra Maiestfcs 






xl» 


Uiii given to the Earlc of Sussex Playors 






XXX* 


Itni p"* for a Gallon of Sacke and a Gal- 




lon of Claictt wj-nc given to the Jus- 




tices and Gentlemen att the Hortsc 




ranynge In Easier weckv .... 


vj- 


Itiu the XYJ"" daye of October Given to 






xl* 


ItiVi given to one other Companye of the 






3aud 


1616. 




Itffi given to a Companye of Playors 




1^^ called the Children of the Rcvells,' 




^^^f which had Warrant vndcr the Kings 




^m hand and the privye slgnett . . 


XXX* 


^M Itiii the xxiy' of ffebniaric given to one 




^1 other Companye of the Qucenes Play- 




H ors for a small gratuytie .... 


xxiJ* 


H ItiTi the xxij'" dayc of June given to one 




^K^ other Companye of Playors called the 




^^^H Children of the Revells,^ havinge the 






XX* 


H Itm the iTirst of Julye given to the Lady 






XX' 


H Itfh paid for wyne and Suger given to a 




^1 Companye of the Kings Trumpiten 




^H utt his Highnes beinge at Leicester' . 


ij- 


^M ' This vieit wse either in April or Maj. 




^m ' See Appendix. 




^1 ' In the nonUi of August, on which oceoaion be peno 
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Itni given lo the Trampiters Tot there 
ffccs xl* 

1617. 

Itni the sixt of ffcbniarye given to the 
Qucenes Playors xx' 

Itm given to ore other Companye of the 
Qucenci Playors XX' 

Itm given to one other Companye of 
Playors called the ChyUrcn of the Re- 
velU,w** had Warrant \"ndcr thcKings 
hand & ^ signctt . xxij* 

Itni paid for Scavcn yards and a halfe of 
Tawnye Clothe for the Wayts Cots 
now of them selves putt Into Cloaks . ilj'' xvlj* 

Itm allowed \iito the late Chambcrlins 
for there ncdygcncc In not settlngc 
downe paid to a Companye of Playors, 
which had the Townes rewarde 
of xx% as they vcrylic thincke . . viij' ob.qj. 

Itui the xvj"* daye of December given 

to the Qucenes Playors xxlj* 

1&18. 

Idii the xxij"" of fTebruarie, given to the 

Ladye Elisabeth her Playors . . . xxij' 

Urn given to a Corapanye of Playors 
called the Children of the Revclls, 
whoc wcarc not suffered to playc . . x* 

txamined a bojr (nvpbcw of tlic cclctrat^tl jircacber, " f^ilvi?- 
tUD^cd Smith"), vli» hml cuuntcrlcitcd tu be bi^wilched, an<l 
ksd thus caused the esccutiQn of oiiie unhitppy olil women as 
iHldbes, in thi« town, on the preceding 18th of July. The 
RtDg detected the dccoptinn, iind nrder^d the relcow of five 
other ao-^aUed wUchei, then Ijing in gaol. 
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Itifi given to one other Companye of 
Playors called the Children of the 
RtfvcUs whoe were alUo not sufTerd 
to playc X* 

Ilm given to a Companye of Playors 
that call? V a ^omit&ionvnderthtG. 
sealt ef En^bnd^ Ij* 

Urn givco to one other Companye of 
Playors called the Children of the Re- 
veils whoe had speciati lycense to playc j*" 

Ilin paid for sixe yards and three q,tcr8 
of Lyveric Tawncy Clothe for the 
Wayts Cotes, nowe made into Cloaks iij" xvj* 

Itm paidc for ij yards of Ribbin for one 
of the Wayts to hinge . . . Scutchin 
in att the Mabrs feast 

1 6 19. 

Gutfts to the Playors. 
Imprimis, given to the Princes Playors . j" xil 
Item, given to the Playors that shewed 

Etalion Motion^ x» 

Item, given to the Lorde Marques his 

Playors j"^ 

Item, given to the Kings Ma*'" Playors* j" 
Item, given to the Princes Playors . . j" 
Item, given to Swynncrton^ and his 

Companye of Playos j" 

Item, given to Terry' and his Componye 

of Playors, havingc Large Aucthorilie j'' xj 

' Tbe words printed in Itolica have a line draim thnn 
tbem, probably not at an eriuure (an would tic Uic cilsu in I 
preaent day), but of e tnark ttf tmphasUt lruf}ueotly ia 
that pisrind. 

' ScG Appendix. 
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^^H 




^^H 


^^B Proclamacons and Players. 




^^H 


^HRH grvcn to the Prince his players, who 




^^H 




XX* 


^^H 


^Itm gevcn to the Lord Dudleyes Players 


1* 


^H 


Vltm geveo to an other Companie of 




^^H 


V Players, beinge the Earle of Wor- 




^^^1 




X' 


^^^1 


Bltni gfvcn to a Companyc of Players, 




^^H 


■ called the Children of the RevclU . 


x» 


^^1 


^^^ 1621. 




^H 


^^H Proclamacons and Playen. 




^^^1 


^FI% paidc for three Proclamacons; one 




^^^1 


H concninge gould threed, one other con- 




^^^1 


^^ cerning Ale houses, & the third con- 




■^^^1 


^^^^inge S' Giles Motvjison' .... 


vij* 


vf^B 


^^^b gevcn to the Kings Players who 




^^^H 


^^^nlayed not in the 1'ownc .... 


XX' 


^^^1 


^^m gevcn to the Ladic Hltzabelh her 




^^^1 


H players the Twemi^offTebruary 


xiij' 


^1 


H Itio geveo 10 tfa^^^B|£li£abeth hir 




^1 


H ptayres, who^^^^^ftthe eight of 




^1 


^^ApriU '^^^^K • • • - 


xllj» 


H 


^^^■^^ven j^^^^^^^B players who 




^^B 


^^^^H^ ' ^^^^^^^m . t^ . . . 


rx' 


^^^^1 


^^^K; ^^Vt^H^Taw- 




^^H 


^^^B^ ' 't^^^HLifiies 




^H 


^^^Ric ^^^^^^H . 


iiji' xix' x" ^H 


^^^^^m '^^^^^B^' ^^> ^1 


^^^^^^H ^^^^Rhe origionl from whom ^^| 


^^^^^^B ^^r__ ^^^^^Biles Overreach," 


bJ3 ^^1 



xiii 
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Item for Ij jrards of ribon for the Wait* 

boycs to hangc their Schuchions in 
Item given the Princes Players, who 

played not, the ix'" of Novembi' 162 1 xxx*] 
Item given to the late Quecnc Anne her 

Serv3unt8,not playing, for a graiuitye, 

the xxj'" of December 1621 . . . xxlj" 

1622. 
Gulfts to Players and to Messengers for Proclamacoj 

Item to the Children of the Rcvells, the 
x"" of January, for a gratuity' . . . XX* 

Item, the xiij''' of January, to the iforlune 
Players having the Kings Broad seale 
to their Warrant,^ as a Gratuitye^ not 
playing xxx* 

Item given the ij'' of March,' to a Com- 
pany of Players, beinge the Lord 
Dudleys servants, not playing. , . V 

Item given to a Company of Players, 
being theLady Elizabeth herSer^'aunis, 
the xv"" of March, [who] playd not xv* 

Item to a Company of Players, being the 
Quccnes '^ivants, and Children of the 
Rcvells, the xij'" of AprlU, playd not xx(J* 

Item given to another Company of 
Players, the xvij'" of Aprill, vnder the 
Lorde Chamljtins aucthorilye . . . x* 

Item payd a Company of Players, being 
the Kings Servants, tlie vllj'" of June x* 

' It will be seen tliat in tbis and the following year net 
all the pajincnu vere "gratuities," the Compuiies not bt 
allowed to plaj in tbe town. 

* See Appenilix. 
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Item given to Vincent and his Company, 
by M^ Maiors appointing having 
authorityc from tlic King to shew 
feats of Actlvitye x» 

Item given a Company of Players, the 
xxvj"' of August, being the Kings 
servants, for a gratuity ... . xs' 

Item payd for Ribbyn for the Waytes . ij' 

Item for a pottle of burned Sackc* to 

the Hall ij' viij* 

Item giucn to the Princes Players that 
played not, for a gratuitye from the 
Towoe xxij* 

Item gJQento the Lord Dudleyes players, 
for the like x» 

Item giucn to a Company of Players w*** 
were late Scruants to Queene Anne 
for a gratuitye not playeinge . . . XX' 

Item glu«ii the same daye to a Companyc 
of Players, called the Children of the 
Revcll* vj* viij" 

1623. 

Ifts to Messengers for Prodamacons & to Players. 

Item gioen to the Ladic Elizabeths 
players, that played not, the xxv*" day 
of Januarye xx* 

Item giucn to a Company of Players 
that did belong to the M' of the Rc- 
Tclls, w^ played not iij* iiij" 



SN 



£xtracU, ^c. 



zxij* 
[ij" xvf 



Item gcven to a Company of Playere w* 
were the Kit^s Sen'snts, the xxlj"' of 
September, who playde not . . . 

Item paid for seauen yards of Oringe 
Colour Broade Cloth for the Waiteg 
at X' vj** the yard 

Item paid for Ribbint for the Waites . 

Item paide for watchinge accordinge to 
the CounscUs Letters ' for the staylngc 
and examioinge of suspected persons 
at theNortheGatciiij'\j''at the Weste 
Gates v* at the South Gate vj' viij'' at 
the East Gate v' in the whole . . 

Item paid to Watchmen that laic In 
Wait to apprehend Elias Chapman 
vpon suspicon of a Robberie . . . 

hem palde to M' Ives for wine that was 
giuen to M' Awdttor [fanshawe, when 
he was at M'' Ives his honse, & that 
was giuen to the Kings trumpeters 
when his Ma'" was in the Coantrey . v* 

hem paid to a Companlc of Players* the 
Ladle Elizabeth servants, on the xiij" 
dale of October, 1623 ..... x* 

Item paid the xxvij"' date of October 

that was giuen to the Princes Players j'' UJ* 



xxj* 



ij* 



1624. 
Guifts to Messengers for Prodamacons and to Pk] 
hem giuen to a Companie of Players that 
were the Q^eenes Seruants, the Seauea 
and Twcntith dale of Januarie . . xl* 





^^ 
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Item giuen to the Lord B . . ■ players 








X.* 




Item giuen the atviij"' daie of March to a 






Companic t>f Players, called the Chil- 








X* 




Item Gcucn to John Danlcll who had a. 






Pattcnt for the Children of Bristoll ' . 


V* 


iiij'' 


Item Giuen to M' Townescnd and his 






fellowes, being the Ladie Elizabeth 






her players,' on the ix*^ daic of Julie . 


XX' 




Item paid for Ribbining for the Waiics 








xviij' 




Item giuen to Samucll Yates and John 






Coop for sounding their Trumpetts 






when the King was proclirmcd . . 


iiij' 




Item giuen to two Trumpctos when he 






was ^clamed the second time . . . 


ij* 




Item paid to Anihonie C004J for Rib- 






bining w*^" was giuen to Noanc the 




_ 






.ij" m 


Item paid for the BcanA-ard to M' Ncw- 




^M 


cotnbe for his chargs in the Gaole, 




^M 


beinge prest for a souldier , . . . 


IT 


IHj-^B 


Item giuen to the Kings Playors, called 




^1 


the Children of the RevelU . . . 


J" vj" 


viij- J 


Item paid the ixij'*' of October to Playors 




H 


being the Princes servants, goeing by 




H 


the name of the Youths of BHslowe' 


j" V* 




Item paid to a Company of Playors, 




s 


laic Quecnc Anne her scruants, the 






xxvij"' dale of December .... 


j" 


n 


' Sec Appendix. ^^^^| 
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1625. I 

GifU to Messengers for ProcUymacons and to PI^ 

Imprimit, paid to PUyert bciog the 
Princes seruants J" 

Item paid to a Company of Playors* 
beinge late the Lorde BeaumoDtr 
«eruanl8 v* 

Item paid to twelve men for carrying 
halbeards on May day vj' 

Item payed for two elnes of eightpcmtie 
broadc ribin, to hange the Waites 
CoUers in . . j* 

Item gcucn to one Slaior' and his Com- 
pantc beinge the Kings Playors> the 
xv*^ of October j" 

Item geuen to a Companic of Playors the 
xviij"' of gber, being the Harle of 
Pembrooks seruants xv* 

1626. 

Item geuen to Ellis Geste, Thomas 
Swinerton, Arthuict Grimes,' and 
others, going about with a Patteat 
from the M' of the RcucUs the sixth 
of March j" 

Item payed Pollard and his Companie" 

on S' Mathews Daye vj' v| 

hem payed for Two elnes of greeoc 
Riben, for the Wayts Scutchiotu. . j* 

Item geuen to a Companie of Players . x* 

Item geuen to a man and a woemaa that 
were at Couldwells plajingc w"" 
Puppets liij" 

■ See Appendix. " IIk Town WaitA. 



ttnn geuen to a Companle of Playen 
the xxj* of Noucmbcr, who lay at 
M' GoodfcUowes vj* vilj" 

\ 1627. 

Item geuen to a Companic of Players the 
twelucth of Januarie, by M' Maion 
appoyntmcnt xilj* Hij'' 

Item payed to a Companye of Players, 
being the Kings Players . . . . j" 

Item payed to Pollard and his Companic^ 
for playlnge before IW Mator, on May 
Day tJ' viij'' 

I'ltem geocn to a Companie of Players, 
called the Children of the Reuells, 
July viij'" lilj* Uij^ 

litem gcucn to a Companle of Playerst 
beinge the Harle of Pembrooks Ser- 
aants x* 

Item geuen to the Lord Dudley hJs 
Players 

Item gcucn to a Companie of Players, 
called the Children of the RcuclU 

I 1628. 

htem geaen to a Companic of Plaj'crs . 

Item geuen to a greatc Companle of 
Players called the Choefe ReaeIIs,by 
M^ Maior, M' Gilliott, & M' EllU, 
theirc appoyntment j" 

Item geuen to a Companie of Players, 
beinge Swinnerton' and his Companie j'* 
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Item geuen to Knight' and his CompaiUe, 
beinge Players ....... x* 

Item payed for two dncs of eight pcnic 
RtboQ, to hange the Waits scucliions 

in j- 

hem gcvcn to M"^ Kile,' a playc & hii 
Companie x* 

1629. 

Item geven to M' Moore' & his Coin- 
panic, beinge the Ladie Elizabeth her 
PUyers j" 

Item geven to M' Guest, a player, & 
his Companie j" 

Item gevcn to Dishley' and tils fiellowcs v* 

Item gevcn to M"^ ffenner,'' the Kings 
Poet, to passe the Townc w*''out 
playlnge ilj* 

1630. 

Item geven to a Companie of Players, 
called the Revells j" 

Item geven to an other Companie of 
Players w^'' a Comission from the 
Master of the [RevcUs] . . . . yf" 

Item gevcn to an other Com[pany of 
Players] with Coinisslon from the M** 
ofChisMa'^RcvJells j" 

Item geven to another Companie of 
Players w"* Comission from the Mas- 
ter of his Ma** Rcvells j" 

' St»i Appeudix. 
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Item geuen to an other Companic of 
Players, beinge the Ladye Elizabeth 
htr Servants j'^ 

1632, 
Imprlmts (jeven to a Companic of Players xHj' iiij'' 
Item pa5-ed to a Companic of Players . j" x' 
Item geven to a Companie of Players 
the xxv"" of December, 1632 . . . j"* 

Item payed to Twelve Trayned Soul- 
dien, for walkingc the fFaior on May 
day before M' Maior xy' 

Item pa^'ed to foiire Trumpeters and a 
Boy, for soundinge before the Com- 
panics the same day vlj' Ij"* 

Iten then payd to Yates his wyfe for 
arminge the men j» 

Item geven to a Company of Players by 
Maste Maior his appoyntmenl . . x' 

Item payed to a Companie of Players 
the Nineteenth day of ffcbruarie . . j" 

Item geven 10 M' Perry,' a Player, and 
his Companie J" 



1634. 
Item gtvcn to a Companic of Players . xij* 
Item geven to a Companie of Players . j" (j* 
Item geven to the Princes Players the 
X* of August ij" 
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1635. 

Item gcven to M' Perrie,' a Player, and 
his Companie to passe by th« Towne 
and not play J*" 

Itia p'' for Nync yardes of Gingerlyne 
broadcloath for the Waights cloakcs 
at n' the j-ard liij" xU* 

Itm for iiij yardes of Ribbln for ihe 
charter & for the Waits .... Ij* 

Itiii given the 22'^ of November to a 

Companyc of Players j" xiij* Uif 

1636. 

Itm given the 22* of April! to a Com- 
panyc of Players, called the iUngs 
Revells j" 

ItiVi given the 12''' Jolye to a Companye 
of Players j" 

Iim given to the Kings trompetls'^ . . J" 

Itfn given to the Palsgraves groome' . 

Itm given the 8'" of November to a 
Companyc of Players 

1637. 

Itrn given to a Companyc of Players, 
being the Kings Revills . . . • j" 

Itifi giucn to the Lord Gorin & the Lord 
of Lcicestcrs players by M"^ Maiors 
appointment j" 



' See Appendix, J(i33. 

* On the I2th of August, when in attendance on "Ladovl 
Prince PidsgriLve ol'tlie Kbiiie, (who) did dyne at the AngcD 
in Leicester conieitig from our rojal King CliaHes (who ' 
then &t Tutburyc), to go to Iloneby [Uoloibyj, where 
Queeue tUea layo al," &c. [Hdl Book.^ 
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Itui gjuen to the Children of the Revells 
by M' Maiors appointment . . • xf* 

Itiii giuen to a Company of Players at 
M' Goodfcllows by M' Maiors ap- 
pointment . V* 

^ 1638. 

^" • Trumpeters. 

Itin giuen to the Kinges Trumpeters & 

ffootmcn by M' Maiors appointment^ J" V* 

Jtm giuen to the Princes Trumpeters by 

I M' Maiors appointment .... X* 

Itm giuen to S' John Sucklings Tram- 
peters by M"" Maiors appointment . v* 

Itm giuen to a Company of Trumpetters 
by the appointm' of M' Maior, M' 

^Ire & M' Ii^c V* 

|P 1^39' 

Item given the Uarle of Arundel) at his 

being in the Angell 4. gait of wyne 

and 4" &dj of Sugar j" ij* iiij-* 

Item glucn the same tyme 9 of his Ma^ 

Trumpilers that waited vpon the said 

I Earle ij" 

Item giuen to the Princes Trumpeters, 

the Earle of Essex, and the Earle of 
' Newcastlcs trumpeters, by M' Maiors 

appoyntmcnt J" 

|aycrs : 

{Inprimts, giuen to the Children of the 

RcvelU iUj* 



On one of the Kind's vJstte to Leicester, during Ua prcfiTMB. 
'Gfsts" 6f tbiB, as of manjr royal progressoi) Is to be 
id Ainong the Borough MSS. The Kinp vns at Leicester 
b£uurda>y, the lltb of August, on bis way to Tutburjr. 



»fi 
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Item gfven to the servants of the Ma^ 
tcrs of the Rcuells 

1640.* 

Playere : 

Ito) gtuen to a Company of Players by 
M' Maiors appolaUncnt vpon the lO*" 

of October 1640 

Trumpeters : 

Iliu giuen to hli Ma"* Trumpeters by 

M' Maiors appointm' 

Itin giuen to the Princes Trumpeters by 
M' Maion appointm' 

1642. 
Itiii p^ for 13 yardes of bastard scarlett 
for the Waites Clokes, Hartshorae 
& Burkes Coates at 1 1' the yarde . vij" ilj' 
Players : 

Itm given to a Companle of PlaCers by 
M' Maiors appointment . . . . x' 
Trumpeters : 

IliTi giuen to tenn of his Ma'* Trumpe- 
ters In their passage to Yorke' to his 
Ma"' by M' Maiors appointment . . 
Itih giuen to the Princes Trumpeters, 
in their passage to York to liis Ma''* 
by M' Maiors appointment • - • j" 



' " Coming ovcnU cast their shadows before." We are n 
at the outbreak of tlie Grc»t Ciyil War. Payments to play 
almost disappear, and are replaced b^ many payments to t 
dicrs. Numerous giU^ of wine to pui-itui preachers are 1 
of constant recurrence. 

* Tilt; King returned from Leicester to Yorkaliire cm 
aSth of July. 




ExtraetSy tfc, 

1643. 

Itrn p* for tWrteene yards of redd cloth 

for the Waits Clokes & for Harts- 

[ homes & Burkes their Coats . . . 

16+5. 

rumpeters : 

Itm paicd to the Kings Trumpeters and 

other when the Towne wa» 

taken, by Warrant from M*" Comp- 
troller &c by M'' Majors appointment' 
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vj"" xvj' 



v 



1660.' 

Itm p*" to M' Henshaw, M' Callis and 
Richard Coleman fora Banquctt when 
the Maior and Aldermen went to 
visitt Generall Monck as appearcs by 
their Bills v" xvij» Ij* 

It. p** to Generall Moncks Trumpetters 
att the same time by the Maior and 
Aidermens order j" 

It. p'' to Generall Moncks Drummers att 

^e same time xlj» xj'' 

It. p* to ffoure Trumpetters upon the day 
of Thanksgiving for the restoring of 
his Ma'" to his Crowne v* 

It. p** to eight Drummers att the same 
time vilj' 



j' Tho town Wis aasaultcd by the royal forces, and, aAer a 
pliant defence, captured oci the 3Iet of Alay. 
,' In ttiia luid tbc foUowing years no liveries vrere provided 
the Town Wait«f nor until after the BeetoiBttoo. 



^ 



iiij" 
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1661. 
Itoi p'^whkh was given lo nyne Drtimes 
& ihree TrumpelU llie 23'^ of Aprill 
1661, being ihc day of hU Ma"^ royall 
Coronation xij* 

1663. 
Iifh p* to the Waiics for ihrcc quarters 
Wage« Ulj" 

1665. 

Itm p^ to the Duke of Yorkes Tracn- 
pvtcrs, his pages, Coachmen & the 
Duchcs pages' . . ■ . . 

Itm to M"^ Maior for a banquet ^ntcd 
to Capc. BasscLI, Comandcr of his 
Ma""' on*ne troope, by the Maior and 
scverall AWenfl at the Whhc I-yoti . Ij" xn 

Itm p^ to the said Captaincs Trumpeters 

& Kettle Drumes at the same time, 1 

by order vJj* 

1666. 
Itrn pi* to the Walghts & Druiners the 
29"' day of May last past being hU 
Ma''" birthday U happy retume to 
this Kingdomc xlj' 

1668. 
Itin paid to the 5 Waytcs for two quar- 
ters Wages at a noble a qrter a peecc iij" vj' ' 



' ' The Duke of York {nfterwnrds Jsunes IT.) witli 
Ducbcss cftiiie to Lcicerter 00 llie 31st of Jnly, oo Iheir 
to Xoik, ud were enlcrubed by tJte Corporatioo. 
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Itm paid to M' ffawitf and S' John 
Bales Hunumcn upon Easter IVlun- 
day X* 

1670. 

Itin paid to M** Maior for silver lact for 
y* WaitcB Cloakcs & other thlngi for 
tryming of the said Cbakcs . . . j"" xlj* uy 

Itm paid to die Waites for plajciDgeon 

Easter Munday . xv* 

Itui paid to the Huntsman upon Easter 

Munday xv* 

Itm paid to y* Crj-cr & Beadk for looke- 
ing to y* Conduit when y' Mounty- 
bancks were in Towne ij' 

Itm p^ to Robert R.OWC, Musician, and 
hit Company for playing at Mich' 
falrc last by M' Maiors order . . . or 10 00 

Itm paid to M' Rowc, Musitian, and 
his Company for playeing on the ffeast 
day, by M' Maiors order . . . . 01 10 00 

1671. 

At a Common Hall held on the 5* September, 1671: 

It is agreed & ordered at this rnceleing that ThomasJ 

Bonner & y* other of his company whoc have requested 

to be Waits to the Corporacon shalbee sent for, and 

the termes to be agreed vpon between the Corporacon 

& them to be left to M' Maior ti some of his auncient- 

est brethren as hee shall call to his assistance for that 

purpose. [HaJI Papers,] 

Itiu paid Northampton Waitcs for 
playeing on Easter Munday & at 
Aladay faire before the Companies 04 00 00 
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Itm paid to iomt huntsmeo upon Easter 

Monday 00 It 

Itm p"' to two and twenty men th« 
brought and carried hares before M'' 
Maior & the Aid' by M' Mayon 
order Not : 

Itm paid for a horse hire for ihe Mace 
bearer, when he went to Invite y' Earle 
of Stanford to breakcfast on Easter 
Munday 00 0| 

ItlTi paid for sending for Thomas Bouncy 
Ac his men 5c for pUylng before the 
Companies on MichaeUmas falie last oi 05 < 



1673. 
Ttm paid to Widow Riveti for ale fetcht 
to the Ga^Tiesborow, when the Moun- 
tebank Doctor was there, by M' 
Maiors order 00 

1674. 
Itni paid to Geo. Broome for hunting on 

Easter Monday 00 

P-* M' Bradley towards the Plates to be 

runn for 04 



1677. 

Itm paid to M' Martin for cloth for the 
Waits Cloaks, and M' Waightman 
far lace and triming for the same, and 
for makeing them, and other things, 
app° by Bill . > 



10 17 
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1678. 
!tm paid to the Waitcs tbr their yearly 

S;dJery 05 00 OO 

[tiTt paid to the Wait«3 for playing on 

Easter Munday 00 10 00 

tin paid to the Huntsmen on Easter 

Munday 00 11 00 

1680. 

Itm paid to S' Henry Bcaumonts Hunts- 
men on Easter Munday by M' Malors 
order 00 10 00 

^ i68a. 

Itin paid to S' Henry Beaumonts Hunts- 
man on Easter Munday 5* and to M' 
Meades hi& Huntsman, for bringing 
their hounds that day 2" 6'' in toto . 00 07 06 

B i6go. 

Itm paid to Colloncll Listers man, when 
he brought the Earl of Rutlands Plate 
to M' Mayor the 30''' day of Scptem- 
ber« which was to be run for in the 
Abbey meadow 5', and for two yards 
& a halfe of rlbbln, to tye on the cover, 
•' 3"* by M' Maiors order . . . . oo 06 03 

lliii paid to M' John Pare, for wyne & 
Ale upon the same occasion to treale 
Colloncll Lister &t scvall other Getits 
as appeares by Bill Ot I4 OO 

1691. 
Itm paid to M*^ Bowler towards buying 
the Towne Plate, that was run for in 
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September i69i,by ordcrof a Comoo 

Hall 01 00 



1695. 

Itui paid to the Drummcre when Kfng 

William w-ent by' 00 o; » 

Itm paid to M' Lee for new makelng 
the Waits Badges, and one of the 
Sargeants Mace and a Chamberlaines 
staff 06 15 OO 



t 27: 

V Common Hall, held September f"" 1718. Ufwii tht 

mocon of M' Major it Is ordered for the future that att 
the Hunting flcast, which Is yearly on Easter Munday, 
the Company of 24.'" In their Formalitys, attend NV 
Mayor into the Feild if the weather pCTmltt^ accon 
to the antient Customc : and what Fniertslnm' shall 
given thai day shall be att the Charge of the Mayor 
only, upon the fforfclture of 20" the late AdditiOfuI 
Sallary.' [HaU Book, p. 214.] 



1720. 
Common Hall, held 2"* Sept. 1 720. Whereas IFout 
shillings has been the Antient Customary allowance 
from the Corporation for the Towne Plate att the 
annual Horse Race. It is now determined, agreed on. 
and Knacted by a great majority of this Hall, ihai the 
said Antient Customc of allowing ffourty shillings to 
the »id plate be now restored for this present year h 



\ 



* In the laitcr ])u-t of October. He visited the £ari of 
Sumford at Uratlgnte i'ark ktwat this period. 
" See Appendix. 
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Established and made firm for the future to be 

E>uity shillings and no more out of the Town Stock. 

On the present occacon of this Horse Race itt is 

yccd and resolved that whereas M' Mayor hath 

Diluntarily offered to Contribute tcnn shillings towards 

e niakeing the ffourty shillings fTive pounds, to the 

ncourageing the said plate. It is ordered and agreed 

I every Alderman, or Member of the ffour-and- 

wcnty, shall pay one shilling, and every Coibon 

ounsellman, or Member of the Eight-and-fforty, shall 

ly sbcpencc a pcece to be immediately collected, and 

On refusall thereof shall forfeile and pay fiivc shillings 

the Chamber of the Town. \^tlall Bosk.'^ 



1722. 

Al a Common Hall, held on the 14"' day of July. 

is ordered that the present Mayor and all future 

la^'ors shall nor let the Town Hall to any players for 

ly shon*s whatever, nor to any dancing-masters for 

balls, without the consent of a Common Hall. \^Hall 



At a Common Hall held on the t)"" day of January ; 
U is ordered — Thai M' Herbert's Company of Players 
have the use of the Town Hall, making good all 
damages, and Paying 5vc pounds to M' Mayor for the 
use of the Poor.' ' {Hall Boik.^ 




Common 



274 Extracts, ^. 

Chamberlains oat of the Town Stock towards the Hone 
Race Purse of 50" to be run for this present year, and 
that M' Langton have the use of the Town Hall daring 
the time of the Races for the accommodation of tiie 
Gentlemen and Ladies, makefng good all Damage. 
[Hall Beck.} 

1749. 
Paid for prosecuting one Richardson, 
and others, Sharpers, by pricking at a 
game called Pricking in the Old Hat 6s. I0</. 




APPENDIX. 



1537. — The Lord Secretary's Ptat/ers. 

<T is aacertain to which of two noblemen, wlio' 
successively held the office of "Xord Si't-idiiry," 
the patronnj^e of this cotupimy uf I'luvtrs i» iw be 
nsjiilgnud. TliufLrsLoflluiiuiiublluuici) wusThotune 
CromwuIl,ul\<:rwiLnl«i'r<;utu(l LurdCrumwelliiiKl 
EuUrKsMix, wbo wait Huori'Uiiy f}f State Irum 1633, to July 
Sod, 1236; when lie wiiMtui!<.'L'cJ(.-<i hy SirTLoiuita Wriolhei-Ity, 
iifterwurdfl crcaii^l Baruii Wriothtwlcy, and three years later 
(1547), Earl of Soiitbampron, and who was the gnvmlffttltfir of 
.Henry, tb« third Earl, whose nnmc hits been rendered famous 
I the friend and patron of Shniccspcftre. 
Ahhftugh Oramwell hid ceased lo bold the Socrctaryshlp of 
Btute the year before thbpoyincnt lo theplftyorswnjimiute, iliti 
Vobabltt thjit tJicy wrrc lus rctsijutnc, ax, nt iho dissolution, he 
ubtslnt'd n grant of tho Manor and Abbey of Lnuiidt* I'li lliis 
«Oun[y, which bccanii; hit occasional re«idence, as it was a(l«r 
•>!» ilcti^iwn of his son Gregory, Lord Cromwell, who, dying 
Uicrv of thv plafpie lu July, 15^1| was buried in the Chapel of 
wi« Priory, where his uiouuuienl etill remaiiis. 



1547. — Sir Henry Parker's Players. 

Thk palTon of thii* conijiiitiy of players, Sir Henry Parker, 
Lord Morley, wiu hiniKvif a wiiipr for the stage; for Bale 
vvports thftti in addition lo many vtrrsi-N, he was the author of 
■fiTcral "comedies and trufii^lit?)"," uoiik of which, however, 
hxvo come down to us. One of lti« chief works now extant, is 
a translation of the " Triumphs of Petrarch," and others are 
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prewrved wiiii tbe Bojil MSS. in tbe British Mumur. 
IJsl of lux writings, which arc numerous, has been givca< 
Uoriuw Wttlijole, in his "Koyal and Xoble AuUions," (vol* 
p. 314). Wc learn frwin Sir F. JlwUen's " I'rivy PiirH- Ex- 
penses of ihv Prtiic«9it (aftcrwurda Qiiecn) Mury," " that it wif 
Uib Dobli;uuui'i pi-ucUce uuiually to jmsent a book uf his cm 
oompoiiiiui] tij ihe Priiictias." 

Aulhoiiy Wood luiys bu wo* Living «a uicicnt man, and in 
cMceni lunung the uobUily iri the latter ctid of tbe rc^ vi 
Hoary VIIL ; and from lliis early mcnttoD of hia compuiy «f 
pikycrs viiiting LeJcostiir, wc moj presume that he wm amooi 
tbe warinc5t ptktronfl of the stage iLt tbe period. 

According to Burke's "Viciaflittidcs ofFaniilies," (Tol.iii^ 
p. 343), the Lords Morley were descended from the royal booM 
of Scotland, ilirougb Cicely, the third daughter luid one of the 
oobeiressci ofilobii Baliol, King of Gotland. 

The Sir Henry Parker now under notiee was micc««ikil br 
hia grandnoii of Llie »nine nnme, uj Lord Morley in tfij2, whu 
tDArried Utc Lndy Eikabeth, daugUler of Kilward EhH of 
Dcrljy, wIiOKe pljtycrs filso fr<;(|ueiilly vi)<itcd Lviccsler. OtJifr 
entries of [laymenli to llie theiiti'iuil senrunls of tbe family "f 
I'arker, Lvr Js Morley, will bi; found under other vein to tLc 
acouuntg. , 



1548. — The Lord Protector's Flayers. 

CoujBB ("Annikls of tbe Stage" vol. i., p. 140) sayj that "it 
i« uoc at all unlikely that orr tlta acceeajon of Kdwanl T7., tbe 
Froteclor, vho useiuned all the authority of kin^ took into hia 
pay at leaat some of tbe diachargod playera of Henry VIl 
It is probable tbat tbe company vvbose viuc to Leiccatcr i> 1 
recorded was thus conBtituted. 



1668. — The Gotsip's Feast, $-c 

Cio»»ir, or god-sib, is a Saxon word sigitifyiiig et^nata exjurV 
<fet, ur god-niotber, although it has ddw beeouic tiie appelU- 
Uon for any idle person. 

A good definiiion of lis orjcfinal meajiing is given by Msil^r 
RicliBpd Vcr»l«saD,in his "Hestiiutioa of Uccsyed Inie"='— — " 
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it. iHi.). He sAys, " Our Christian ftneeston*, iind«*tancUng 
spiritual utfinity to grow betwefio thts finrents and such oa 
ndertiOokc for the chile! at baptisme, called eni;h uthwr by the 
Bme oigotUib, which is lis iimeh an to ««y, that they were tih 
tgether, that is, nffiiu tnyether throiigb God. Ami the child, 
Uk« niuiner, called such his CrnJ-fatiiers, or Go J-m others." 
The Gossip's feast nt ohuruhings was a very ancient f^n^lish 
tiatom ; we read lit' the prnctiei; of celebriltiDg this rcli^inu; 
ile wtlli feasliiig m early as 1437 {Compotus Tho. Dom, CUf- 
ni, anno 15 lien, VI.); and Harrison in his deBcrJption of 
ritniii ill "iloUusbud's Chronicles" (oneof Shakeepoare's text 
iks). complains ol" the excessive foa.'^fing, a3 well ut other 
mMtings as at " Purifications of Women ;'* and many 
iCBB to it are lo be mctt. with, in various works of tht^ 
toenth and wvcnteonth centuries. 

A-i might be t-xp&ctcd, it is a cust&m frequently menlioncd 
Slii»k(.'-*pciirc (ind other dramatieis of the E]i7;abet:han npr'. 
'hus, in the "Comedy of Errors," (act v., so. I), we have the 
tllowing allusion to it : — 

"Ahbtn, Twonts'-flTO y*ars have I hut gono in travail 
Of you, my soM; nor, till this present hour, 
My hea>'y liunifn!i are delivered: 
The i)d1(«, my huabanil, and my vbi1dr«a bulb, 
And you th* c&lflndara of tbeir narivity, 
(io U> A ifnuip'tfttut, and gi) willi me ; 
Aftu iiu long Brief, mitb nativin- 1 

DvJU- VVlth sll Diy havt, /'/( jp*trp at thiifiaa." 

Hind again. In th<! " Midsummur Niglit's Driam," (act ii., Be. I), 
lat uischievoDs sprite. Puck, sajH : — 

'*Som«Cim« lurk I Id a ffonip't knd 
la Twy ll]i4ii«u of a ruasicd crab t 
And mhiirn ahe drink*, ogaiiiat lier lip* I bob, 
And on bar witboT'd daw-lap poar tbu al«." 

bifl once more, not to tnnltiply inebuices, we find Capulet 
*' Komeo and Juliet)" act iii., sc. 5), saying to the Nune : — 

"PsBraiyou mumtilinfC fdoll 
TJcter yciur gravky oV a gouip't bovt. 
For hor« we need it not." 

'Warton describee the "gossip's Lowl" as tho old English 
''aeaail-cup. 
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llie me of mtuic Rt weddings luu be«a inciilenUfl; wot- 
tinii««l in (Jie Intri>ilui.-(i(iri, in connection with iLc Town Wb1«. 
unci Mrrcnil cnlrti-ii illuKtralirti of the cuNtom will iw ianl 
sinuD^ thv I-^lmrU. The bridkl proeeMion to and firomchoik 
wm uxunllj \vA bv musiciiuiM, and to tbia custom, >I*0| OBiMt 
Ous lUlasionti itr* tuttdc bjr writvr» of die age. Ben JooMi^ 
lunoMg 0U11.T rvfi;rcDci» to it, mitk«> Clench, in tbe "Tile 
a Tub," B»r :— 

" Tcor wwWing itinnsr 
la ttMn'A wilbottt ibn miistc." 

la 0D« of the repiUtioaa of the Corporittion rctpeciJB| I 
Waits (p. 210 ont?), the woril^ *' Biidt; Iiousch" occur is a 
uucUua with music at wcdUingii — a tunu wluch is aotgtv 
tiilher b; Nares or IlalUweU. 



1574- — ilare-Jinder. 

SaAKBBPKASs mokes uie of tliii term m "Much Adoab 

^'othing," (act i., sc. 1) ; nod, iu so doing, has greatly yaa 

bis <;autint>iiiitt4r». 

He uiiUtes Benedick say tliut : — 

"Cupid b & good fuav/mdtr, and Valcim a nro cw| 

Mr. ObarlcB Knight, in a note on tbie pafisagv, 
the wnnt, oi" success attending the attempts of hi« pr 
to cxplfiin tlie ullusinn, snys tJinlT "whaievcr it be, QA 
p!U$ w the llmbn of mconinglcEa jokeis — tbat 13, jokes om 
time bas worn out the application." From this me 
the term, hosrevtr, in our local recortle, it -Kits one 
common use in the midlftnil countit-s in Shnkcs^jvare^ 
and in the following lines, from Drayton's " PolyolbioDi'j 
23), wc find it referred to in a manner which clearly ia 
ita meiining : — 

"Tlio man whoM Tacimt mind proporoi bim to Ilig spur. 
The FimitT KndoLb out, to Msbii out nimblE Wat,-^ 
Which croMCth in tti« 6ald, eadi. Turl^n^, n-ery ilitt. 
Till lifl thi« pretty bcwt Qpon the form bath I'onud ; _ 

Theii viewi'ig fur iLu uuuTse whioh ia th« fairetl urij-u ||, 9i<j 
The grej-hoiinda fonh arv brought, for cour»lng then mi 
And. choyci^ly in the «]i;i, one lenUing forth a brace ; 
Tit FindtT ptdt her 1^, andgitxi Ixr Kovritr^ iuv." 
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is « marginal note, ** TTte Harejinder^* &t tbe second 

:'a meaning may thus be inferred to be, that, as 

e Harefinder, on Gliding the "prettj cxeature" on her form, 

nits iier ii[i to be cbusttd bjr the hiinlsiniui, so Cupid luaj be 

.id to "Enil," in each instance, lliitt "pretty f-rcnture," wuiiiau, 

d "put bee up" U> the pui'suLt of th@ amorgus hunter. 




1609. — Mulbcrrtf Trees, 

•Ib 1609," Bays Mr, J. P. Collier ("Worfca of Shakespeare," 
Tol. i., p. 182, note), "Kiug Jam^tt was iitixious to introduce 
the mulberry (which had bcon importvd about a century ear- 
lier) into genoral cultivation, and tbe reoords in the Scute 
Paper Office shcvw tbat in that year letters were written upon 
the subject to moat of the junticcs of peace and deputy lieuten- 
ants in the kingdom : tbe plants were aold by the S'tato at €«• 
Ihe hundred. On tbe 25th ai November, 1609, Xoafi were 
paid out of the public pnrac for the planting of mulberry trees 
near the palace of Wefltminatcr.' " In the garden of MJas 
Miles'sreMdence, extending from Cank-Btreet to Silrci'-strcct 
in this town, there is ataiiding a nmlberry tree evidently of 
great age, wbieh tbei'e \s every prubability in one of those 
planted in ]Gt)9. 

.'n> doublif^ss al. this period, and in cons.ei|ueneH of tbe 
of tbe Privy Council, here mentioned, that the garden 
at New Place, Stratford, received tbat now world-Gunoua 
tree, — 

*■ WhJcb, my sweet Shakespeare, was planted by tbee." • 

Would tltnt it had met with tlic same protecting e4krc that its 
contemporary at Leicester recuves, although It has oo poetical 
aasociatioDs eonoectcd with it. 



1611.* -Lietttr from Thomas Shakespeare and others. 

Th» fol'awing is the letter referred to in the Litroduction 
(p. 93, note), and in tbe Extrjicts (p. 249, note) :— 

" Mr. Maior : Theis are to gigiiifTye vnto you howe that cer- 
Uyii« of your towne of Lieceater, Tidellcit, a yonngo fellowe 
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■nd towv or tlirco weomen ciuue hither vppoa Saterdaje 
last«, and vppoo Suti<liui: uigbM tb« fullowa dckened of 
pjaogc; j^ rosu in hid Grjne, w*^ beebge disoemcd by 
people whewe be hiyc, ihcry] put* ^^ forth of thcirc 
whuioe h« deported to rnmc ugatne mtrards your Tovdc, 
fell dnwnc luul died in nttr fcildfj, irhoftrrpon, w^ut tlie 
Mpwinll mcTcyc of gnd, wee are in greatc Oui^cr, and mojt 
needs ihinke there is tevy iroprnvidpnte Re5p«ctc liftdd of ymt 
Infected, letting them thus to Ptrnggte abroedc to the hurtc of 
yonr Neij*hl>nm. In rcgarde irltcftrcor, w«c thotighte good to 
advcrti/c juu, nut onli« of thi> uccidvnt'*, bat alsoe that yon 
take ordur Tor the keepcing of your neighboures and TndeB* 
men at homv, fiir vxcept«yoaprecMelyecertify«orUieiresat& 
tye> and that tlie[y j doe not Inlnbite neare wLoare the eicknaB 
of the plauge i«, wee have resolved to keepe them whollye oitf 
of our Towne, boeth on Market Daies and other tymcs, vntyH 
jrt pl«*N god to *tai<:* liis hande touchtnge ihat vtsttacloD. Ami 
•oe hopdnga you will not oulie publUbe the uffucte of Uiii 
wcidentc, but nUoe our purpow of hold«iiigti your Trtdanaea 
ibrtl) of our Towuc, w*** our hurtye ConwndaxuouB, wee canttu 
you to god and mate your rcry loveiago magbbourrs to fae. 

PoBtsctipto. Xbv nauo of the aboue named fellowe wboi 
is deceased and dead w^ vs was John Yurke, and the oane af 
one of the abutie named woemen ifl goodviffe Hollowonlk 
whose servants the nther younge woemen weare. 

The p|» uorkc of John PicruftB ) _ . . 

Themarke (^ of Edwani.! Briidgat« J •-«»"«>'«• 



^-— f/v-^ 



TLomM Gent. 
Thoinas Kir bye. 
Hen : Flamell. 
[Addrcaaed] Richard Wightmaii. 

"To the Worahippfall th(>ire verye lovelug 
ffrcind Mr. Jehu ^Mabbs 
Maior of the Towne 
of Leicester, D.D." 
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Tbii letter, as will be seen, la withoat dtte, but it wiu eri- 
dently vrittcn in the SQmmcr of 1611 (when the pliifiriic was 
ravaging Lciccjtcr), both from the circumstance of its being 
AKud ftinong the correspondence of that period, and also from 
tiic fiict of its being addreaaed to Mr. John M&bba, who was 
major in that year. 

It ia not 90 evident in what capacity Thomas Shakespeare 
dgned the docoineuL aI the beail of hia J'ellow towumneit, or 
ftolleaguea in olBce. 

Ky fir»t impression wns that tlic five signiLtares were tho*c 
of the twg churehwurdetui and three ovensci^rs of the pour of 
LuttcrwortJi, but further luvebtigutiun bus ebowo tliut this 
cwuld uul Lave been (ho ease, for another letter from Lutter- 
worth, dated 30th of November, 1611, reepecting the dlslribu- 
tioa of Elbington'e Cbnrity, bears the eignatureB of " Edward 
Clemcnta, rector," and of "George Bnll" imd "JohnKcwcnme, 
chtirch war dens." In a third paper of the Bsmc dntc, the nome 
of " Henry fflamell of Lutterworth, gent" occurs as a surety 
for one of the ft]>p1icnTitj for the chftrity money. As it will be 
aeen hereafkT that Tliomas Shiikespeare was alao designated 
■a **geotlcinan" in n legal doeument, and as this letter is 
amiitcrDULrkcd by the two constables of Lntterworth, it is not 
InpOMible that he was in the CommtJiaioii of tJie i'eaee (al- 
though, in that case, hia proper designation would have been 
esquire), >nd tJiat hia algunture was attachinl in tbiil. capacity. 
At all evontot, it is ijuite eTident that he wiis n li!adiii]f iiihnbi» 
t&nt of Lutterworth, and fn>m the close prasimity of his place 
of residence to the borders of Warwicltahiru and to Stratford- 
on'Avon, he was in all probability, a» before remarked, a rela- 
tive of the poet. Unfortunately, however, this relationship 
does not gceui eusceptible of direct proof. I bnd hoped to have 
been able to trace the cotmectioss of ThomiLs Shakespeare by 
mciuu cf the parish registers, &c., at Lutterworth ; but baring 
been courteously permitted to cxotaine the whole of the cou- 
teats of the psriith chest at the ohorch, I fouTid to my regret 
that no rcgiitter prior to 16.53 has been preserved, itnd I cnuld 
not timl any trace of the niunc of Shukespcare in those records 
iL^r that date. 

Whilst these sheets arc passing liirough the press, the disco- 
TCr? of another doctunent hearing Uie Bi^ature of Thoma« 
Shakespeare, has been recorded in " Notes aud Querica " of 
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Apri] 2ara, 18(>4 (pp. 339-40), in ut U-tkU bosded *'X Kcv 
ShflkeRpearc UoBii" 

By thu dcvciimeot, under ht9 hand and seal, dated tlxt Tllk 
of Novumbtir, 1606, "Tbomu Shalua|Mare of Lutlerwortli. in 
die cxiuntjr of Imc, gtnt," bound liinwelf, hi* "Iietr^ji, t^xe 
foni, and lulininiiitnitont, for ).h« pftymiint of tweiityBve »UI1I 
anil (ti{;lilc pv^ce to Jiuiic* Wliit«locke of iitv HiUdcUc TefRp 
I>on<]on, c^iuiur, up(ioi) the sixtc d«ye of ITcbrnju-y w 
«nso«rint^.^ Iii ri^cijnlinfz tht; luaniior in whutli tbw docu 
— "cuilorBed ia a lnuidw-ntiog of the liiuu of Jsauea I^ * 8b 
spesra's Bond ' " — wan lati-ly discovered among a long series i 
jwpera belonging to a nubliuuau, tbi? diBcoverer adds that tUi 
nwnias Sbakcspcari; of Luttunvarth ma "a Shakespeare «lu 
has hiUierto, we bdieve, e.dnitiii;d the industry of Sbakespeariu 
inTeBtigatorii." lliU belii>r, however, is erroneous, m the fore- 
going lotlcr uddrnsit^d to the Mayor of Leicester was rcfcmd 
to in my pnpcr on the " Aiic-iciit Records of LeicoMcr," resd 
teforc the IiCice«t«T Literary and PhHosophieal Soeitty, in die 
ycnr 1851, and publifib(vil in ^e Transactions of the Society b 
1SS5. 

Tl is now, howevM-, printed for the first tini« with & facsimile 
of the antogrnph of Tliomiu Shoki^Kpf^arc. 

Whibt cordially endorsing the opinion of the discorerer of 
the bond, that all the readers of "Notes and Queries" will 
join bim "iu IbatikJn)^ tbt? owner of tJiiii curious document ibr 
hjB liberality in yiviiig it to the wurld," the smaller circle of 
readers of tliese pnjjL-s will doublltivs fi^el that, their Ihiuikit sre 
not the l(j^3 due to the Mayor and Curjioratiou vt Lniccstvr, tbr 
thuir libcriility in allowing the rich xtores of the Borough At* 
chivvB to "be ciado frevly avoilablo for literary purpoaee. 



1616.-2^ Children of the Revels. 

Op these JRvenile actors Mr. Collier says (** Annals of 
Siikge," vol. I, p. 3J-2), " AnoUiiir coinpatiy wss also at 
pr.'i-iod (ltil>4) taken undert.be protection of the Queen; 
t.ho^c who had been the Children of the Chapel under 
beth, and who, after James I. rsmc to the crown, were ca 
the Cbildrcn of hpr Mnjcsty's RereU. On the 30th of Janua 
1G03-4, a warrant was made out under the Priry 
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lint Edward Kirltliatn, Alexnndcr H,iwkira, Thomns Kendall, 
id Robert I'ayiie, 'toprovido, keep, and bring iijiaconvenieot 
imbcr of chiUlrec,' for ihi^ purpose of exLibitiug 'phys &nd 
ew»' before tiie (iuoon ; and they were farther authorized to 
■rform M the JUaokfriflr* Tlit-fitri-, or (iTiy other cocivoniciit 
*ce." No pliiya were to be perCqnncd by them which had 
AreceiTCd tho approbation nnd ullowuncc of the ceicbrntcd 
iet| Samuel Dcinicl. This, do doubt, as bus before been re- 
ukcd, wa^ tliiit "cyry of children, littJe eyases tbftt cry ont 
I the top of question," mentioned in "Hamlet" (actii., bc. 2), 
id of whose superior poyiiilarity Shakespeare complain?. 
Of this popularity we may judge by tlwir giving two perforia- 
ice* in Leicester, at the public cxpetiEe, at iio iulervul of ti 
ir months 1 receiviug on itc Urtst oi'vnsion t^e unu^uoll/ 
bend grutuity of 30s., equal to £7 or ^ in tliQ moaoy of tba 
'C»cnl day. 
Seu uLiO Colliu', ul sujtra, pp. 'JSO*!, 



1519. — Etation Motion. 

las cnritras entry probably refwB either to h motion or puppet 
ny, on 80ine Kubjuet of Itnlian history, or "iho plnyerB that 
wed" it were ItJiiiuus. We learn from the "Accounts of 
Hovels at Court" (pp. 78. 79), that in the year 1574 a 
ipany of Italiau players accompanied Queen Elizabctli in 
' progress to Windsor aad Eooding, The ualure of their 
.luice is not mentioned, and we can onl^ gather a gonci'at 
it from the entries of " implements and cxpcnccH iu the 
Among other articles which are mentiouGil wc have 
"ladles and dishes to bear the ligbty at Windsor fur the 
JlHlirinf." *' a frame for a seat iu a pageant," " lamb-skiua fur 
Bepberds," " horse-tails for the wild-niuu'a garment." " urruwa 
ftr nymphs," "hire of a eeytlif for Siiturn," Ac, &e. Itwuald 
thus MdD that the pcrformAUce iras a pageant (possibly in 
dumb show), the characters represented being taken from the 
&>nian Mythology, Chalmers, in hiB "Pai-ther Aceount of 
Mte Early English Stage" (" Shakcsiioare'a Works," ed. 1803, 
ffi. iii., p. 439), tell<4 us that, during Eiii;a)itth's reign, "Italian* 
kliowed their tricks daily in our streets, and exhibited their 
oAen in our hails." He adds, in a note, that a letter 
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wa* vrittea on tW 14Ui of Jnly, 1AT3, hj the Pnvj 
to Uiv Lonl Mmyor of Lonilou, "to permit oert 
plagfrt to m&kr elww of so instnuneDt of ttrar^ motio 
diQ cit7," and wfaich order was repealed on the I9th oT) 
svoe montli. Cbalmen supposes that ibc mitrument o/i 
motioHB was probubl/ it theatrical automaton, whiclt we 
conclude represented a motion or puppet-sbow. 

Iq 1S78, as we learn on the bdioc anthoricj, there itui 
ItsBoa Commetiiante, nuaod Drotitimno, ani) his company 
Loadoo, who reodred ■ license to piny within the city bet 
the ISth of January and the firtt we(?k in Lent. The 
of tfa«ir performancea is not anywhere stated, bnt it ia 
that they mi;^ht; represent some extempore eomedies, in which! 
Icnliam hail p-cal skill — these extempore plays being 
known in England. They are mentioaed in Ben Jooi 
"Ciisi? is Altereil." and other works of the period. Allhoa^l 
not entirely without dialogue, they consisteit, to a great vxtni, 
o( pantomime; atid lieiice our local (M:Tibe may bare dcmigiii 
a similar p«rftiriuuic« by au Italian company in this town, I 
later date, us an Ilatitta Motim^ 



1619. — TJte King's Mayers. 

A vxTBUT under the GrcaJ Seal panted tn ibu company oa 
the 27th of March, 1610-20 (printed by Collier, vol. i^ p. 416, 
note), gives their names as follows: — John IlemTninf^ Ilichan) 
Bur1:iage, Ilenry Condell, John Lowcn, Kicliolu TiK>Icy, Jolia 
UitdeTwtmd, Nathaniel Field, Rulwrt Hunlti-Id, Robert Gongbi 
Willlum Ecclostoiie, Richard UohinKun, and John ShandOi 
ShakvspcOTL-i who had hcun a memb«r of the company, kid 
now been dead nearly four years. 



Sioynnerton and his Company of Players. 



I 



TfiB master of this company was Thomu Bwinnerton, and hf 
is mentioned oa one of the Queen's riayera, in a patent of licean 
granted in April, 1609, by JoniM I. to the " fiervants to gar 
most dcio^ly Wlored wicfc Quecne Anne," which bat best 
printed for the first time in the "Papers of the Shokespcan 
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eiet7"(Tol. iv., p. 45). At llic tend of tli« Queen') PIsyera 

. UiBt time WHS Tliutui;s Grccqio, tbti towniiUAO iif Sliiikeapeore, 

th« wvrj' dinting ui^hod uctur, tLu nthor "Bhartiin" belug 

rijit4)|>hcr JBewUin, Thcnniuf Hej'woDd, Kk-hArd Vvrkya&y 

chard Pullunt, Th<naa$ Swiiawrton, John Duke, Rob(.>rt Leo, 

les Hnultc, aod Hubert Beetrtou. 

This is the only mention I have discovered of the aiune of 

Tbomiis SwjQnertoD, wbo visited Leicester witli tus com- 

in 1019, but Wai-lon ("History of £ugUiih I'oetry," vol. 

123, edit, Hvo.) mentions the grant in IST I nt n. liiNjnce to | 

tperson of the niunc of Stninton (who it is not uiilikbly waa of 

he sune funily), '* to havn and use some plays uid piuoM at or 

■ine RCTcrall fon()B.tcs," (sec nlso Collier, vol. L, p. '200). 

i Appean flrotn Hcminge and Condcll's edition of ShokcEpearo 

1623, that John Shakespeare bod a aoD named Swyncrton. 



Terrtf and hi* Company. 

■AVV Dot Biiccccded in finding any mention of tlic nooie of 

)« actor, Although from this company of pja^ers "Jiavhig 

rgc aathorily," he miut have been of Mime nott; in bin duy, or 

would not tiitv<: been at its head. 



1622.— 2%* Fortune Platji-rs. 

T«iB was the company usuuUy pcrrorming at the Fortune 
Theatre, in the parish of St. Giles, Cripplegatc. It was a 
building eighty feet aquoro, and was ererteil by Ilen^lowe orul 
Allejn, the latter of whom afterwards beeame its sole pro- 
pria t«»r. 

The viiiit of iio important a company to the provinces in tho 
«arly part of Itiv year 1622, \s explnincd by the; fact t!mi The 
FortVM wiw consumitd )iy firu in Deteiuber, 16'2I, and thus the 
actors had to shiA. for tht^iiiNetvi.-s during its r«-bui1dtng. 

fclr. Chamberlain, in a letter to Sir Dudley Corlefon, dated 
o« the 15th of December, give* the following account of this 
catastrophe. " On Sunday night here was a great tire at llw 
Kortun*;, in Golding Lane, the first playhouse in this towu. It 
mat tjuitv burut down in two hours, aud all tbeir apparel and 
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playbooki lent, wliei^b)- these (toor companions ar« qtiHe iid- 
done." Cl>r. BircL'it MSS., Brit. Mu»., No. 4173). 

Tbs ooaipuny perfgrining lliere — orxpaalXy Lhtt Karl of WON 
oester*B Plsiyeni, iui<l afterwardu "llie l*rinc«'» Serviuil»,''i>f 
wbom, u we h«vi> scant, H<^ii>luwe awl AlleyA lutd Wen tt tlie 
liead — beounv, on tliu ilvnth of Princu Hvnr}', the tbuulriol 
scrTAnis of tho Princ-c Piilulinc, afterwiirtls King of Boheoui, 
who hod married the Fritices» Elij:al>i)lh. 

ilr. Collier has priiitwl (" Annalu of tlw Stage," toI- i, p. SM, 
nt>it>) a royal patent under tlie Gn.'St Seal, grantf^I in l*il3 (u 
the Count PiLlntino'-'i playerF, "to perform Etage-pUjs, &C., &c« 
H wtll T«rithin their now usual howse called the Fortune, whhii 
our County of Miildltisex, as also within any Townc hnlls or 

Moutct hallfl, or other convenient plnces whatfocnr 

within our rcolniM nod dominions." The actors forming tint 
coniptiny itrc tlias enumerittod in the patent :— Thomoj Down- 
ton, William Bird, Edward Juby, Samuel RoKlc[y], Cliarlo 
Mftiuey, Ilumphrcy Jcffcs, Frank Grace, William Cartwri^h^ 
Edward Colbrond, WilUnra Parr, 'NVilliAm Stratford, Kicliard 
Gunnel], John Shanck, and Kichard Price. 

The warrivnt exhibited to the &[ayor of Leicester on tloi 
occasioTi, "having the Kin;i;'9 lircod Dctal" attached, was doubt- 
less the identical patent under th« (ireut Se-:il above-mentiuneil) 
end, although the sct^^rs wt-rc nut allowetl to iHTform bcfon? tlui 
Mayor and Corporation, tb^iy rcckiivod the libt-ral gratuity uf 
3ft»., probably on account of thu heavy loss n-hivh tlwy kid 
Dusuinvd ; this sum b4.-ing reprcauntiid in the present day 
at liiEisi live times that amouDt. 



« Burned SacAe.'* 

Tnifl entry reminds one of a patuiiga of wit bvtween BeoJoB- 
son and Bidiop Corbet, whose testimony we have eLewhen 
quottd as to the popularity of Rirlmrd ISurbage in Lci4.-oia- 
shiri!, in llie charactiT ot^ "Richard III." 'llie anecdote h 
given on tlin authority of L'EstrangB. " Ben Jnn»on was tt ■ 
tavemo and in comes Bi^Iinpiifi Corhelt (but not so then) tnW 
the next roonie; Ben Jonstm calls for a quart of raur wine, 
gives it to the tftpsler: 'Sirrho,' Hiycs he, 'cairy this to the 
senllcuian ia the next chamber, nnd tctl him I mrrifke lay 
service! to bim;' tLc fellow did eo, and iu those wonh: 
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'Friend,' eayes Dr. Corbett, 'Ittaolce liim for hi« love; but 
pr'j thee tell I171U. from me bee's mistuken, for sacrifices ore 
•Uwfijres bunit.' " Crbom's " Auecdotes and 'I'TadLciDus," p. 20.) 



13. — Watchiny according to the Councits Letters. 

: the Introduction (p. 32, note) raference baa b««n made, in 
aection with Lbe municipal euatom of "Setting the Watt.'b," 
originai letter of Lord Burglilej's nddressed to Secretitry 
WuluingbaiD, and which is aniosiiigly jllustrauve of diose sutmea 
Lq "Much Ado about Nutliing," iu wbii'L Dogberry luiil liia 
aesuvialVH figure, and :f1iuws, as Mr. Collier truly ol^iiurves, 
" bow luuub to the life our great drauiatiat drew thu cbaracters 
lie iiitryduced." 

Ab thiB curious donumL-nt, wbioh Is cnttrely in tbe hand- 
writing of Lord Bm-^hlcy, ha» only been printed in tbe " Pa- 
pers of tbe SbuJvc^p<;are Souicty," wbicb are not easily accessi- 
ble to tbe general reader, it ie here given : — 

*■ Sir, — Aa I cam from London homward, in my coclie, I 
eavre at every townos end the numbfir of x or xit, aljtudin^, 
wilb long slaves, and nnlill I cam to Eufeld I thought no utlier 
of them, but that tUey had stajd for avoyding of the r;iyne, or 
to drynk at some alehuwue, for soUiey did sLnnd under pyntyces 
£pcnllioa»ea3 at a]*! huwpies. But at Eufeld iyndyng u doseu 
in a plump, whan iher wiis no raynw, I betliougbt my self that 
th«y war opjioitittd as watclimen, for tbe itpprebondyog of such OS 
are missyng; and theruppon I called tooie of tbein tome apart, 
and asked them wbcrfor they stood there f and one of iliejii 
answered, 'To take 3 yong raea." And demandyng bow tbey 
should know tbe pereonB, one answered with these wordeti: 
' JJairy, uiy Lord, by inteUigence of ther favor." ' Wliat nieuna 
you by UiaLi"' <]uoth I. 'Marry,' sayd tbey, 'ooe of tbe piirlyoa 
hath a hooked nose' ' And have you," rjuoth T, 'no other mark?' 
•No,' eayth they. And then T naked who apoyntcd them; 
and t^ey answered one Bankce, a HL'ad Constable^ whom I 
willed to be sent to mc. Sutrrly, sir, who so ever bad tlie 
ehardge from you hath used the matter negligently; for tliiw« 
vatchmen «timd 90 openly in plumps, as no suspected person 
will come, neare them; and if they be do better instruct«d but 
to l^nd 8 person) by one of theni bavyng a hooked now, th«y 
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tnij HUM therof. And that I tltouglu gotxl to adrertm 
that the Jojtjroe* Uut hxtd the chardg, w I LbTok, may asi\ 
muRtr more dreuiaapoctJ;. 
*• From Tfaeobtldes, 10 Aug.. I5M. 

Yoon UBored] J, 

W. linrgUey. 
"To the R. lIoDoraltle my verie lovtng frend. Sir FruiCB 
WalHingfaAm, Kiiigtii, llir Mu^ PriocifaUl S«creurv MLaoiloiL, 



but 
but 
haiit 
but 



FMt. 



"W.BurgUcj.- 

Mr. Collier, s(W remarking that "w« may presnme, lAa 
thiii ' pn!it-}iast« ' injunciion, tltat tb« menenRer loft no tiioe b 
plarin;* thv letter io Walsingham's hand«," adds, " 'Hie cr^ni 10 
which Ihitf letter rdues occurred al the very wuson when I 
have supposed Shakespeare fint catDe to Londoo from Stnl- 
ford-upon-AvOD." He dso rtitnarks, " It will be obverved that 
the coDstalilei lire represcnkHl by Lord Burglil«y as staatEn; 
tmiUr pentkmues to aeoid (ks rain, and it will be rccoUectal 
tbu there ■« in ' Muck Ado sbout Nutkliig* a aingtilar, butoT 
coarse mere accidental, coinddenco oftixprnttSoa :— 



' Stand tiiee close, then, under this peotbaoM^ for it drizxiea ralai 



I 



although Lbese words are put Into the moath of Itorocliio If 
Conr&de, and not aaxigned to axiy of the ' watchmen.'" 

It will be seen bj- tbu Kulry in the Cbaiuberlaiu'a Account 
tbat at Leic<ut«r aiso, m well »a in the townii through wliid 
Lord llurghk'y {)»a»ed, ^'tbu wutchiueu Htoixl mo optmlr ia 
Iilumpit," " ivt tbu town's end^," that nu suHjiucttMl jierson woulil 
be liki;ly tu come near them ; a Dogberry- like arniiigemcQt u 
irhicb wu may well imagine the great CbnacuUor giving one tJ 
tliofie grave and pi>rt»itous abakes of the head, for wbicli, accord- 
ing to "The Critic," he was so foraous. 

1624.— ^oAn Daniel. 

Taifl actor, who attained some distioctioil io bis profewida. 
BeeDU to liuvc been ono ol'thc "Ilaycrsof theLady j^tza 
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ilbe Quoeo of Bobemk) ; but he eubscqnentljr joined the cam- 
isay under the pRtronngt; of Prince Chftrles, aflmrardd Charlea 
L, and — likit thoap formerly in the service of Prince Henry — 
eaUiMl "tho Prince'3 Pkjora." On tbe l"th of July, lfi)5, in 
lit capictty of one of the servants of Prince ChArles, he ob- 
kined letters patent cnnbiing him to hrJtig up " a company of 
hndren &nd youths, iq tbe quality of pkying interludes and 
lage-plays." 

Thiii pntrnt wiw followed in April, 1618, hy what la termed 
fi the iinii>rncmi?nt of the ori^nnj in the Stute Paper Office 
'a letter of Msistance," and in it we find mention by name of 
the company which, as "the Children of Bristol," visited Lei- 
pester, with John Daniel at their head, in 1624. It was ^ven 
n the ground that the previous pittent had been "oppugned 
nd muted," but in fact (according to Mr. Collier) to author- 
le Daniel to awign his patent to others, if he thought lit; and 

give antJiority to "Martin Slutier, John Kdwards, and Nit- 
tliatiie] Clay (her M:iji<»tic) HurvQutu) with tlie'ir Afvociateii, the 
bearers hereof, to piny iu< uforonid (ii» licr Iklnjestii-s serrnnta 

ber Itoyall Chamber of BriilolV)" to proceed to dill'ui-i^nt 

of the kingdom, and to uel in any play-houses, towii halls, 

:ooI-houi<c8,aiid other convL-nicnt ptofieH, provided they did not 

'HtJiiuc: ill one plaee for more than fourteen days, and refrained 

from pluyinc^ on the Salihath duririff Dirnn^ nervicc. The docu- 

jneiit liiu been printed at length (although incorrectly) by 

Chalnwrs, and, JVom the original, by Collier (**Annala of the 

kagc," vol. i., p. 41*2, note). 

1 John Daniel ittia brother to the celebrated Saoinel Daniel, 
tta poet, the cnnt^mpornry find rival of Shakettpearc j and in 
tbe will of Samael Doniol (or Dtnyct, n.i he hinuielf spells h) 
dated the 4rh of September, 16I£», he ttrina him "my faithfnll 
brother, John Ounycll, whomc 1 onhiine my sole executor.*" 

It wsa perhaps to Samuel Daniel's inlluence at Court that 
he gntat of these patents was obtained in favour of hid bro> 
ber. 

Later in 1624, a payment was made "to the Prince's 8er> 
tanls, goebg by the name of the ¥<>atk$ of Brittowt." 
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Mr. Townsend and kis Fellows. 

Tec Muter of the Princvon ElizAbetli's players here rcTi 
to was John TowniicMid, t« whom, \a conjunction wilb Ji 
Moore u "Sugi- naycrs," jC30 wCTc p«iii "ujwn the Couftctlft' 
Wvruite (luted at Whiu-hall, II Juljr, 1617, for ucting tbrM 
Kverall playee before bis MBJt;»tye in his Jonwy towiuiis 
Scotland at the Qnlinary rales t~r;rnicrly allowed." (S«e Mr, F. 
Cunningliun's lutmductioii to tbu " ficvds at Court," p. sBtJ 



1623. — One Slator and Jtis Company. 

Tbeki con b« no doubt that the penon here coDimeini 
aa "one Slator," was Marten Slater, Slatier, or SUa|;ht«r (ft 
the spelling ofbia name varies greatly )> and who was not onlj 
■n actor ol' some eminence, but also a dramatic poeC. Littie, 
however, \» known of him beyond wbat b (o be gathered, ind- 
dentally, I'l-oni the contemporary "I>iary of ITiilip Uenslow^' 
willi wUoui hu was long nud uloevly uuuoucled profcssiooallyi 
buili OS uu aetor and on author. 

Wii Crtt lUL-vt with his naiuu ubutit Ihv year 159S, io a list 
of thu principul iiittur:! thcin forming tbt' company of tht; £wl of 
Nuttin;;bain» '''■ Lord Admiral," at the head of which stands tlu 
name of Edward AUpynj wliilet that of "M. Slater" appcanit 
the fifth of the compiuiy. 

On the 22rid of .June, IfiOti (nnder the desi^natioQ of Mif- 
tin Slather), wo find him borrowing XH of HaiHlowc, which be 
was to repay on that day month, nr else forfeit £l(i, and bt 
bound hiinei^lf to this " hy tokynge of a j''. upon and ^aaudT 
— whatever that niight be, — Edward Alleyn and his wife (Hen- 
slowe's son-in-law and stEp-daughttrr) boing witn«A9«9. In the 
following month of Xovcmbcr, among eiitriits of money, " Lentt 
unto my lord ndm<-rAll plityers nt BCvcml tymes," we haTC:— 
Lent mito mnrton sinter, to bye coper lace and 
ffrcufTR fnr tha play of valteger [VortigemP] 

tli(! 'is of novembr 1596 

and on the following day a further sum of )tX¥* "for law _ 
other things" for the same ptsy; wkllet two oiber ^ums trt 
recorded aa bsving been lent to "Marlon" at other tio)c»ab(n>l 
the saine period— one of them being lent to him "to ftW* 
Fletcher," supposud by ii&Loac Co refer M i'ldchei tUit poei 




Appendix. 



291 



In the montli of July, 1597, we meet with the follnwing 
mcmorandtim in the niargm of the "Diary," "Marten Slnlhcr 
Tent for the company of my Inrd admeralla men, the 18 of 
Jnlj 15fl7." Upon tliis the editor, Mt. J. P. CoUitT, objc-rvea 
that, "It is not easy to expliiiti lliM mouaing of this mcmoron- 
dura, becftusG llcnslowe is recordinj;^ the pcrfurmiincAS of the 
Lord Admiral's men. PntUiiblj wk ought to reml 'for'/rom; 
nd under^tAnd that, ni. this date, itnil for a time, Martin Sla- 
ter, SUughtcr, or Klnthcr, yrcnt from the company. On tht- 
other hand (he conticiueii), as it is recorded at the same d&te 
tJiat the MBst*rr of thi.' Revels was paid, it is not unlikely that 
IlenslDiFe thus registered that Mnrtin Slater had gone to him 
for the purpose, on behalf of the ii«iiocialJoii. We do not learn 
elsewhere (lie adds) that he tensed to be one of the Lord Ad- 
xuiral's men, and he aeeuts lo haee lieeri much tw uk/iU to fume bven 
rtadils parled icW iy flcusiowe," (p. 90, uut«). 

On the 8th of March in the following year, we find Ilenslowc 
lending money to Williiini Borne, ThoniaB Downton, and Ga- 
briel Spencer, "about the sewt tWL'.\t Martin and Lhem," and 
Jlr. Cullicr thinks that the fact of there being some diiiputc at 
law between Slaughter and tbuEU otiier pla.yi;rii may couCi'm 
the <ui>po)iiUon of hia having temporarily (quitted ttu company. 
Bnt, however this may have bet-n, we have his namu once 
snoTB appearing in Hcndowo's Diary on the 22nd of July, 1604, 
MB borrowmg for a, tnonth iho Bum of £5 (equal to £25 or X3() 
in the present day), which was delivcrc^d to his wife ; Edward 
Allcyn, oncp more, being witness to the payment, 

Among tlie plays of which he wan the author, and for the 
prfxluction of which we find several paymentn made to him by 
Hennlowe, were the following; — "Hercules," in two parW; 
"Pythfigoras;" "Foctese;" "Alexander nnd Lodowirk." None 
of thcflo worlts are now known, and ns the riglit to perform 
Ihcm WHS purchased by Henslowc, it is probable thni the copies 
of thorn perished in the firo when the Fortune Theatre wn» 
destroyed. 

AVe have seen that Slater's name appears in the second patent 
as one of the three players, "her Mnjestie'* servant*," asso- 
ciated witli John Daniel as leaders or trainer* of the jnvenile 
eompany, called the Children (or Youths) of Bristol. This is 
the only other notice of him which we have met with until we 
fitid h'n name appefiriu{j in our local records as the leader of 
" (be luug'i layers," and allbough we know not bow he 
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attained it, the poeidcm vtiich be then occupied (nlUioiigh | 
hftps pan); due xa bis elaading aa a dramatic writer) duin 
tbal be must have risen at that time to tlte first rank anum^ 
tlie actors of the day. 



Ifi2fi. — ERis Geste, TTtomaa Sainerttya, Arthi 
Grimes, and others. 

NosB oftbcso ftrtors arc mentioned in Collier's "Aonab rfila 
filage." Some particnian rcepccling Swinncrton will be fouad 
ante, under the ytar JCI9. 

Of EUii Gcflle, or (as it is written in the Acrount fcr 1628) 
Guest, and Arthoret Gnoies, we find no mention in anj work 
to which we hajo access, and prababt; tlteir nnnn.-* now nppetr 
for the first time tn print as members of the company patrmi) 
by the Master of the Itevda. ' 



I62B. — Knight and his Company, 

We bare no record in Shakespearian literature of any actor 
this name being tlie leader of a company of players in the pro* 
Tinces, as here noticed. There wa», however, a person of tht 
fame name, and not improbably the same individual, who, b 
1633, -fba the prompter (or, as be was uUo enllud, bouk-kwpa 
and boc)k-Uuld«r) of the King's playerg, at the Blockfriffi 
Theatre. 

Ualone, in bis " Historical Account of tlie Bngllsb So^' 
baa quoted the following entry respecUi^ him tema the mua- 
script acuouftt of Sir Henry Herbert, Master of thv Reveb i~- 
" Recdved of Knight, f»T lUIowing of Ben Johnson's pla; called 
'Hnmoure rccuucil'd, or the Muguetick Lady,' to bee aetal, 
thia 12th of Octub. 1632, £^ 0." 

And Itifr. Collier, in his *' Memoirs of the Principal Actors fai 
the I'laya of Shiikcspcarc,"hn5giTcnlhcfoiIowingnoledirecte(! 
by Sir Henry Ucrbcrl to Knight, and written upon tliv yUf. 
■•The Woman's I'rizc, or the I'smer Tamod," wUcb bad b eea 
Mmt to him to be allowed : — 
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■Ur. Knigtm 

lu miiny tilings 7011 Lave saved me labour, ;et, 
"■bere your juil{^tiieiit or pen failed you, I have mode bold to 
u<e tnuie. t*urgo thuir puru, lus I h&va tlie book, uiiJ I hope 
Kverj hearer otid player will tLmk tLat I hnvt! duiic God good 
tervice, and tliL' iiualh^ 110 wron;;; vrliu hath nu frcutcr cjie- 
mics Uuia oubi, proianoDess, aud public ribaldry, wliich for the 
ftitorc I do nlMolmdy forbid to bii pruvub-d unto tnu iu nay 
play book, as you will onsver tt at your peril. 
"21st October, 1633." 

On the 30th of Maruli, 1G)J-I€, au "fidward Knigbt" ap- 
pears at the last of Uircu wiUi(»«L-i> (llie uiUcr being Itobcrt 
DaboTDc, tlie dnunatieL, and Tbuuias Foster) to au ugrevmcat 
between Edward Alleyii aod tlie company of thu Prince I'aJa- 
tiDti's playurg, preserved at Dulwiili College, and printed hy 
Colliar in his " Memoirs of Edvanl Alleyn," p. 1 27. 



3/r. Kite, a Player. 

Wb find no mention of any player of thla nam'O, poasibly it maj 
be inteaded for Knigfat. 



1629. — Mr. Moore and his Company. 

Tub leader of these players at this period (wbo still retained 
^leir old title of "the Lady Klucabeth'a Flayers''^ Joeteph 
Moore, haii already heco noticed under the year 1624, ae re- 
Mtring in the year 1617, in coiyonctlon with John Townsead, 
the mu of £30 for three plays repre«onted before James L, 
during! his progress to Scotland. 

In Collier's " McjiKilrs of Edward Atleyn " (p. 98) is printed 
a bond entcrtid into, on the 29th of Aogust* 1611, l>etwcen 
Uenslowe and tbe players of the Prince Henry, for the fulfll- 
oeoc of certain articleii which have not survived. TUii docn- 
nent boa appended to it the nnm^a of all the Prince'* (ilayers 
at that tiuw, being twelve in number, tbe bi>nd of Uicni being 
the Julm TowDfeud before-mentioned, and the elcvwith, Jcwoph 
Uoore. It will thus bu «cen that he bad greatly iinpron^l bis 
pontJou in the iuturtiu, by now appearing at the head of tbe 
fkioM'B players. 
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Dhhleij and his Feltotes. 




Tbk ootnpan; hem rufurrvd tn wae tbst under Uiepatronigtl 
Lord Dudley, wlucti, a will be occn on relcrcnce W pruTiiA* 
yoan, Frequently visiti^l Uuh tuvn. Their pUron was EdwEr^ 
Mm of Edward (und ;;ran(l!!Uii of Sir John Sutton) Lord DdiIIvj 
fay hU tecond wiTu, Um Lud; Jane, duughter of £dwftrd £ul 
of Derby. W(t k-&m thi; fact of Diafaley being Uic luder of 
tbiH nobk'man'fl thuatrtcal retainers from a Tury curioiu nork,- 
priDtcd for the Chctham Society, under the cditorabip of Mr, 
Harlond, entitled "The Iloiue aod Farm Aceoiinte of tia 
KmtlJewortha " (1582 to 1621), in whieh, among other piy- 
meDts to "Dijicy," or "Diatle," we have the following: — 
"Octobtir 7, IGIS, given to Dialey and his compatxie, iny Id. 
Dtidlfjfii hia jtlafrs, 30*." The eclitor remarks that the mnu 
"docs noLocriir in Mr. Payne Collier'st 'Annals of the Stagt^' 
or in Mr. P. Cunningham's ' Kcvds at Court;' but heneemsU 
hare bewi well Itiiown in Lancashire, fi«- the company 
by hij iiamu oftenwr thon by Lord Dudley's." 





Mr. ffenner, the King'$ Poet. 

Tins woH WllliaiD Fenner, or, aa the name was (rcqucnllj 
vritlen, Yeunor, an actor at the Swan, on whJeh pretence lie 
styled hiiiiHolfhis Mi^esty'tt serront." He performed at tlut 
tbeutru in the meludriinia writlun by hluidclf, entitled "England'l 
Joy," H kind of pa^aitC, once very populiir, comprehending ia 
dumb &how the chtuf events in Queen ElizabetJi'a reign, and 
concluding with her apulhtiOBiM in great state, when, "being 
crowned by Hie sun, moon, ttod stars, she ia taken op into 
hearsn." 

Tt ecetna to have been producod prior ta the Queen's dMlti, 
for in the collection of the Society of Antjqnariea is B broad- 
sido with the following title : — '* T3ie jilut of the play, called 
' England'* Joy.' To be playd at the Swan, tfau 6 of Norem- 
ber 160'i," and which appears to have been intended to make 
the matter nior« Intelligible to the audience. The piece i* 
alluded to by sev«?rid contemporary writers. Thos in BeO 
Jonsou's Masq^ue of "Love Kcstored" (1610-)]), in a dialogue 
betweuu rtutus, as Cupid, and Robin Goodfellow, itoMi ujt 
"I would fiua know if there be a masque or no." 
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""nwre i<i none, iiAr shall be, iir; does that tadvfy yon?" 
Aoiia Ooarl/eUow. " 'Slight^ ft fine trick I a piece of * England's 
Joy 'this!" 

And TftylftT the Water Poet, the contemporary and rivil] of 
Fenner, and with whom, as & poet^ he was about on an ei^ualityi 
describes him as 

"Poor OI1I Vennor, that plain diialiag man, 
Who ocied ' Kngland'i Jo; ' at tbo Old Swan." 

Althoii^ Fcnner rcaJIy poflsceacd but IfMle pootie power, he 
was looktiil upon as a not«d man in his day, for ire find that 
muiy ascribed to him the authorship of a very excellent song 
which "hna ncTtr, in its way, been surpassed," and which was 
really written by Mr. (afterwards Bii^hop) Corbet, as a bur- 
lesque upon the Latin poem presented to Junes I, on his yIsJi 
to Cambridge. 

Fcnner is ihua referred to in "A Camliridge Madrigal, in 
Answer to the Oxford UnUad," lie. :— 

" L laltsd lBt« wm innile, hM God knows nbo'v the penniir, 
Soma say tbo rbrmtiig Sculler, and otbars any 'twas Ftnturi 
Rut tho8« tlinC knoiv tbc sleight do small it bv Iho clioter, 
And domjdiitaiii Jt woi the brain of same yaimg Ozfurd ScUolar." 

Both pittceis ar<! given at lutigth in NichoEs'g "Frogresnui and 
ProcessionE of Jami.>s I." (vol- iii-, p. 36), and in th« «anio work 
(vol. iii., pp. 140-165) is rwprintvd Fi-nner's "Descriptions; 
or, 8 True Rolation of Certain and Divwe Speeetes epokcn 
before the King and Queeoe's Most Exoellent Majestie, the 
Frince his Ilighncsee, and the Lady Elizabeth's Grac«, by 
William Fenoor, his Majeetio's Serrsuite." Hiis tract, which 
was printed in ICtfi, is now very rare. 

Ilia to be presumed that the title of'TStffti^'fJ'oeli" given 
to bim In the above entry in our occounls, when he was paid 
3*. 4^/. "to pass the town without playing," was a&<4um»] by 
him in eon^equcnce of his having recited sorai; of bis " Des- 
criptions" before the ICinp at Whitehall and elsewhere — and 
which title must not be confonndcd with thot of Poet Lnnroate, 
which office was then worthily held by a true poet, Ben Jon- 
•OD. He was geoerally designated as " Fcnner the rhynister." 
One of Taylor the Water Poet's pieecs was entitled " A Cast 
over the Water by John Taylor, given gratis lo Will Fconor, 
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Ibe riin«r, from London to tli« Eiog'' Bcadi.'' Hc^ 

wore oontinoallT at a wiu- of word*. 

It bax not bilWrlo, irp Wlivre, bven rvoordcsd tbat F» 
tnv(rl)ot] ftbmit tJie countrr a? n plnycr (|mi!ia1>lj' of " Engli 
Joy," nod otben oTbiii own productions) ; thin notice of biai I 
lliRt chKTacler, tlusrefore, BUppUve ko wlditiooal fact in 
bjstorjr. 



1653. — Mr, Perrie (or Peny), a Pfayer. 

No fncli name is mentioned in tbe " Annals of the Stage " ar 
elsewhere, so far as can be ascertained. Possibly the pntry lasy 
refer bo the nine individual whose visit with his roinpuiy ti 
recorded in 1CI9, under tl>e name of Terry, for au&y sinular 
mistake* wer« madv by our old accoont keepers. A Tbnmas 
Derriv a uwJitioD«d iu 1012 as the Jettec to the Que«a of 
James L 



\1\9~-Easier Hunting on the Dane^ BSU. 

Am a pendant to this, oiir la«t entry from tlie town records on 
tbiii custom, vtd giri? ilie following parsfrroph froio a locral news- 
paper, dfscnptive of the mnnrer in whicli this anc« great holi- 
day of the p«opl(! of Leicester was celebrated ten or a doun 
years ago : — 

" TuK Eastsb IIoudatb. — The etreetd of tbe tovm wore 
thronged on MoniJay and Tuesdny last vith on unusual num- 
ber of holiday people iu their xerj best garb ; though we did 
not observe so many visitors by ttpecial ti'ain Bs we have done 
on previous occasions. In the afternoon of Alonday, ** Dane 
nill Fair" was crowded with tlu.' youth of both eexes of the 
worlting class, of whuni thoru were tliousonda in the Boner und 
adjoining closr^, amusin]^ thomsclvcit with games of rnrioiu 
kinds, n.nd visiting the old tree which occupies tbc site of whit 
is (uiiil to bftvc bocn the retreat of Black Anna — that mystcriDOf 
female, whose solitary luodo of Ul'c, mcird intlncncc, and emel 
practiets arc snid to have made her in bygone timi-s the terrw 
of the people of Leici'Jiter. The upper part of the road [Muainf; 
hy Donctt'ti Hull, wa« crowded with gingerbread and othar 
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stall*, the promotoFfi of the sale of edibles Appormtlj doiug a 
•rattling trade' in their commodities." 

And the JoUowiiig lioes froni the pen of our townsman, Mr. 
Dare, descripiive of the sauie nceuc, and lytuch appeared tit the 
eame period, enable us to place on rcconi " m measured TOiEe," 
the various uauseDkenta ^n practased : — 

SOySRT, 

WmiTBll ox TUB DiSB-IULW, nEAR LBICEttrBK, 
OH BAH7ES MO-NOAY, 

OR bilJn, how chiuig«d yn-it iiip«ct [ Now, oace irhen 

The lien-'e Dniie irrouclicd li> sitizo hii wiljr f-oe, 

Youegeirls ivith mirding infaiit* meV tlvc blow 
Of bealdinLl breeias, nml [!i« vl-uIutoub fair. 
With bsahful buldaoes, from your aiuumiu dan 

To plunge into Ihn hollnwa »lc'^l *nii low. 

Like >tim tlicar nnlOvs, man; tninktiiig. ulioir; 
Uk« wreatlis ofsuii'Sei lighl thelir loDei'iicid hair. 
nan stunlj' youctis, not battle cmik, but Bputl, 

And Mnpt tlic tiDSwy leap or ui^ thA rar-o; 
Aad towu>irom loiten, wilb wrak itep, itiiort 

To breatlifi new lira; and many a luvely fare 
To wooen liettnin^. Oin^niid lu in Lovu'b coon. 

Bit on your groui beighta, or -with elvw fMt txaca. 
April % IfiSS. 

Within the last few yearB, owing to tJic cnelosure of the fftot 
paths 'which formerly Ic-d through the open fields, and the ereo* 
tion of rillna on part of the land, the fircqac-ntcrs of the Fair, 
the last relic of the Easter Hunting, arc oow, in a great mea- 
sure, rtstricted to the Fosse road. 



1736. — Mr. Ilerherfs Company ofPtaf/ers. 

Tuie and the preceding entry in 1722 ebow that after plays 
oeaacdto ba performed in ihe yarda of inns, the Town HaU 
■dU coatioafld to he itie usual plarc in whiL'h they were rcpre- 
UDted, as it wa.t not. until fourtiH^ii yas^n lator tliat Lcicostcr, 
for the first time, possessed a tlu^atre, properly so-called. 

In the spring of 17.50 Mr. Juhn Bass erected a buililing in 
the Hnymarket, ealled, at first, the Assembly Roora», Init after- 
wards known aa the Old Piny House, and which, although it 
bad long been diverted irom ite original pnrpoeea and aerved. 
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in put, the baser use of a atorc-room for ha; ood stmr, in 
oiilv ruoiKved a f cor or two ago, duriag lite £aslgat« impnT»> 
iii«nt«. At a Common Uall, held od the 9th of Febniir;, 
1750, the Cotpontioo agrt.-vd to allow Mr. Ban to erect 
or more colamsB upoo the grouud beloiigiiiff to the lovro u lb 
otat end of his land, be pajring for the saiuu au auaual r«Dti 
one shlllLDg, and upon thcMi columna tfau lluor of a portion < 
tha Assembly Boom was iiupiiortod. Mr. William Gardiner, 
in hia "MasicuDd Friends" (Tul-iit., p. 41),di:iK:rilH:8tberoaa 
as being "fituid up with boxen, pit, and gallery," and tijt, 
" Our townsman, Cb&mbcrlain, a baakct-makcr living ocar tho 
East Gates, was a clover facetious feUow, who occasiooall* 
canvenedacompaiijrofcomiMliansatLeiccflta. Hewasanaaw- 
tenr aotor, as woll aa being manager .... and as a patron of 
art, invited jcmag aiptratit* to the itnge to make their dtiit 
in Leiocatcr." In thiH " cockpit " of a theatre Mrs. £iddon% 
who then bad not arhierud luij emlacnce in ber profemoih 
■ppcared with her hualiiuid in 1778. 

Tht? " new theatre," tojrBthcr with the preient AMembl} 
Booms, at the wjipi/r vmi of the Market-place, wna erected jusl 
half a century lati.T — the TheatT« having been opoued in March, 
1800, with It prolugae written by Mr, Henry Carter, the profit 
of tbe fir«t night's performanoe being devoted by the managtf 
to the generiU subscription ia behalf of the poor. 

This theatre was for somo years under the management of 
Mr. Alacready, father of the eminent trogedian, who, in tU 
probability, made ht$ ilrst appearance as an actor upon its stag*, 
to which he several times relumed whvn in the h^hc of liil 
fsme, and whiuh bod al»o been trod by Edmund Keao, Chicka 
Matthews the elder, Liittoii, and other " stars," in u age nn- 
usually rich in great actors. 

Tbifl thcatru wiis ruutuvcd in 1836, the present one being, la 
part, erected on ita situ, and which was opened on the 12Ui of 
September in that year, with a pn)]ogue epokau by Misa Sarah 
Booth — an old favourite with LQieeatcr audicuocK of that gene- 
radon. Having thus traced the various "local habitationB'' 
of the drama in Ldcest^, we finally take oar leave of the 
aubject. 
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B£RGAT£NNY, Lonl, bis fhyen, 204. 
Adam sod £ve repreBettted naked on the Btage|^ 

3-5. 
Admiral, The Lord, his plajers, 215, 223, 227, 
236 ; liU truinpeterd, 24tt. 
Allian;. Lord, bis plajers, 24d bu, ia\. 

Allejiu Edvard, one of tite Earl of Worcester's plajers, 83, 
212 ; at LeioixteT, S5, 122, 212, 236 note; Master of the 
Saboons, &c., I5S, 247. 
Asdrewes, Richard, a plajer, '212, 

Anne, Queen of Jama 1,, ber plajers, 121, 245, 246, £47, 248 
bit, 249, 2S0 tape, 251, 2S2 tape, 253 nrpe, ^S, 256 bit, 
267, 25B, 259. 
Artillerj, Commission for tbe maintenance of, 206. 
Arundel, £arl of, at Letecstcr, 265 ; his ptajers, 249. 
Asblij-de-Ia-Zouch, bcar.boiting firat exhibited there in Eog* 

land, 156. 
Astell, Etiward, and his fellows (Miaetrela), 136. _ 

Babooks, Master of the (Edward AUeyn), 247. 

BacoQ, Lord, bis Essay "Of I'rophedea," 118. 

Badge, Tbe poor mail's, 201 , 

Banks and bis dancinj^-burse, 146. 

Burtbuloiuew Fair and it£ exhibitions, 147, 149. 

BasiugWrui:, Taifuant of St. George at, 41. 

Bear- baiting, 152-159; its first introductiQa Into England, 
156 ; ttt tbc Major's feast, &e., at Leicester, 150, 204 bix, 
207, 208, 21 1, 233, 234, 245 ; for thu entertainment of the 
High Sherii!^ 224 ; on Suudajs, rrodamatiun against, 243. 
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Boor Garden, at Leioesteiv 136, 340. 

Bear IltU Cross, st Leicester, 109. 

Beaumont, Lord, his pUjrors, S60. 

BBltaD, or Muj?-<]bj', 5S, 

Berkeley, Loixl, liU itla;fe«, 229. 

B^ryns, Sir Joliti, \x\a i>l»;cni, 199, 203. 

IKbles sold frurn cburclici to buy bcut (or bailing, 154. 

BoDner, Bishop, i>rohibt[i! i>lHyM, &C., in cliurQh«(i, 16. 

Bougbs, Order ogauiHt cutting, fen- doconiung tbc liouns, 7l 

Brank, nr Scold's-bridle, at Leicester, IM. 

Bride-bo»0O^ Music at, 210. 

BriMd, Ttic CbiMrcii. or Vnutbs of, 123, 859 du, S89, 391. 

B^own(^, Kdwarcl, a plnjcr, 83, 212. 

BroiTiie, RoWn, a player, 83, 212, 232 note. 

Bull-baiting, ]oD.ir,2 ; at Leicester, 185. 

Burbagc, Ilichftrd, his perforinauce of Richard m. at Leicester, 

&«., 88-90. 
Burghlcy, Lord, hia letter reHpecUng the w&tchmcn, 33 

387. 
Butclier* n&t to IciU any bull till liuted, 185. 




Castlk nomn|rti>u, uppi^arance of Uie doril at> 114 note. 

CiuuniwrUiri, Tbf Lord, hia plnytTs. 215, 256. 

Chandos, Lord, iiis playen^ 22ti, 229. 234, 236, 2.». 

Cbarles I. in LeicestCT, 2fi5 cote ; his " Book of Sport* " m- 
dcrcd to be burnt, 122 noie ; his players (sw aiw tlic PrimVs 
players), 259, 260, 261, 264; bis tnimpetiirs, &V., 264, 2U 
hh, 266, 267. J 

Cbetiucr-in-thu-mire, a game, Idl, 136. 1 

Chester, pi'rforuiiuicc oftbti Wbit.->ijii pkys at, 33. 

Children or Youths of Urislol. 12^, 259 bia, 289, 391 ; of tbe 
Chapel, 226 ; of tliL- Ruvdi<. 248, 252 i»t, 253 bU, 254 fnh 
fiS5, 256 hU, 257. 259 blx, 261 hu, 265 bis^ 282 ; that {^ytd 
under Mr. Pott, 81, 196. 

Churches, Plnys performed in, 14, 15, 16, 193. 

Churchings, Feasts iit, 200. 

Clash • cfiy If R, it {.'sino, 161- 

ClifVrn, Co. Warwick, church bible »old to buy A beOTt \i& 

Cliuton, Sir Hunry, hi* bfiarward, 196. 

Clinton, Lord, bis bcarward, 197. 

Cock-tighting, 162-166; at Leicester, 163-165, 205, 248; 
228. 
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ionLedles, The eiu-liest Engllsb, 73. ?V 

!<ing1(jton riiurcb biiilu ^ulil tu buy a bear, lfi4. 

JooiLO, Tlioiuiifi, II [)l«yer, 212. 

/orporation Onleni n^juiMst cutting bouglis, 72 ; againit pll>7*( 
bear-baitings, &<;., US, 96, 209, 247 ; respecting tbe town 
waits, 13(3. *:c., 20!t, 210, 215, 235, 236, 2C!9 ; ih-j Eitelcr 
hunling, 173, 372; against unlawful gwnes, 18], 185; for 
the riding of the Gieoi^c, 187, 18&, l&O; signinst wa»Utig the 
towD Block, 197-199; for K'lii;r of poor nml impott-nt peo- 
ple, 109-2O2 ; for the town pUte at tliy racee, 272, S?-* ; for 
letting tlitJ tnwn hull for playti, balls, Sec, 273, 274, 

Sorpus Christ! procession at Coventr;, 10, 37; Guild at LeJ- 
ccBtcr, 36 ; its Annual procession, 37 ; its hall, now the town 
hall, iHi. 

JoTcntrjr, CorpiiB Christi pmoession thnre, 10; Pngoant* of 
St. George at, 41, 42 ; the players of, 22, 80, 106, 1^, 203, 
204. 

ZromncU, Lord Secretary, hb players, 77, 191, 275. 

Cuclutool for Scolds at Laicestcr, 185, 186. 

DAcana, Lord, Vice-President of tho North, his plajcra, 
226 fcu. 

Dnncing-honie, 143, 193. 

Daniel, John, a player, 122, 259, 289, 291. 

Daniel, Samuel, the ptjet, 289. 

Darcy, Lord, bie players, 227, 232. 

Dwby, Earl of, his plityer*, 77, 191, 208, 209, 210, 227, 229 ftif, 
232; his bearwftr.1, 196, 205, 207. 

Dishl«y, , n plmyer, 12.% 262, 294. 

Doningtoo, Ca»tle, ftppvarnnco of thi* duTiI at, 114 note. 

Dorset, Grey, Mnn(uis of, his 'lancing-hone, MS, 193; his 
bearward, 19^ ; liis inusiiiunv, 192. 

Dragon, Dressing of th?, at I-ciccrtvr, 47, 191. 

Dreaees of the ptoyers at LeiceeWr, 16, 19, 35. 

Drums and tmiiipt'Is, plays announced by, 213. 

Dudley, XmtA Koberl, see Leicester. 

Dudley, Kdward Sutton, Lord, his players, 234 bit, 245, 246, 
247. 25], 255. 251), 2.'.7. 2fil. 294. 

Dan-in-thc-mirc, a giimf, m2. 

DanstAblc, Miracle piny of St. Katherine at, 9. 

Dutch, their expcrtncss in puppet shows, 143; a female tum- 
bler, 149. . 
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Patton, Jobn, leader of iha Earl of Winrick't pUjent, ' 

note. 

Kastbu Hunting Bt Ldcester, 1G8-174, 3C9, 370, 271, 
296; at WlK-latone Court, 173; Bt LomloD, 170, 174. 

£ocU:sfli:J(l church bible pairned for b bear-baitiDg. Mi. 

Edward, IVmce, hia [jlayers, 77, 191 1 Edwont VI, his i 
strels, 193 ; liia jester, 193, 194. 

£everat Lord, see Eure. 

Elizabeth, Queen, patrom8«8 the drami, 79; herpli^ent' 
61, S:t, 195, 196, 197, SOS, 204. '21 ), 016, 2*22, 2'i:i, 234 Mb'^ 
2^S bis, TZd hvi, Ti7 hit, 3<i8 Ai«, '^29 fri«, 'iSS, 235 ; patronisn 
bear-baitin», 15.1, 154; her bcanrnrds, t07, 206,207,1 
809, 215 : hcT jester, Lockwood, 78, 186 At*, 197 Jw, 
uepe, S04 bis. 

Elizabetb, Princess (Qawn of BoliemiB),herpl«yer8,I21, ll 
250,251, 252, 253. 253 iw, 256, 257, 268, 269, 262, 2fi3( 
her trumpeters, 246. 

" Emmanue]," writt<?n at the top of letters, &c, 119, 207, 237. 

Emphasis, custom ofdravring a line through words u t nutfc 
of, 254 note. 

EfiBCx, Earl of, hii ptaj-ers, 206, 206, 223 fru; his »— 'A4«i^ 
224 ; Uia truitij>etei«, 266. 

"Etalion Motiijo," 140,254,283. 

Eure, Lor<l, bin plujurK, 2;U, 237. 

Fekmkr, Will;lm^ '^ The KlngV PoeC 123, 262, 294-296- 
Florulia of llie BomanR, (he supposed origin of thv Hay gaCQU, 

6S. 
Fortune Players, Ttie, 256, 2S5. 
Foston, Co. Leicester, The players of, 19- 

Qattut, John of, introduces the Morris dance into 

70; at Leicester, 12B ; his Court <jf Minsttelf, 129 ( Bodli* 

Tutbury bull running, 1(10 ; and the custom of WhipfHOg 

Toms al LoiceHter, 179. 
Goorgc, St., biti effigy io churches, .19, 40, 50 ; his Ic-jrcti*). 39 ; 

pageants of, 40-44; iho <;hief character in the Mummcn' 

jjlay, 53, 57. 
Gvurgo's, St., Guild at LdcBster and its tuinnal proceiriiiSi 

3-1. 37, 45-4$, SO, 187, 189, 190, 191, 192 ; Hall M Lektf 

ter, 3S. 
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DceRtv, T)uke aX, see Bichard IIX 
Gorin, I»ril, I»i» plajere, 204. 

fft fbut at ohuicluiigf, 120, 201, 276. 

-sowi^ a game, 181. 
rburtl. Lord, bia pUyen, 306. 
refinder, its meaDrng, &<;^ 120, 173, S06, 278. 
rbon, WiUiom, a player, 212. 
fattingii. Sir Ceorge, and otbers entertained at the cook-pt, 
205, 2-i.t ; liis planTS, 21 1. 223. 
stings, I'Oni, hiii iiiui<icians, 248. 
nUon, Sir Chrintophpr, his hparward, 167, Sll. 
lajscll, GcnrfiP, a player, 82, 211. 
layward (Howard ?), Lord, hia playcra, 232. 
lazarding, a game, ISl. 
enry, Prince, his players, 121, 
leory VIL, his patronnge of tumblers, &c., 147. 
leury YllL, hia players, 190; hia bcarward, 192. 
lerbert, Mr., bia company of players, 273, 
lerod's character in tJie Mysteries, 18, 10 ; iiword at 8i. Alur- 
lin*s, Leicester, 18. 
Icrtford, Earl nf, hi» playere, 225 6/*, 24^. 
^JIeyri<:k, Aid. Tlioinn«, 246 latd n<>t«. 
[Bilii'Jitt (liHHiprl?), Mr., ilia playt-rs, 196. 
[H.il(iriu», llirtitt variy play* Ijy biin, 2. 
fHur^r- running, ](J<3-168, 2:W /«>, 250, 25!, 232, 270-274. 
lull, '11"! I>ky.-w of, SO, 202, 203. 
lunstlon, Lord, lii» plnyi-ro, 1EI6 ; bis musidaos, 199. 
[uQtinj; by tiii; Corporation of Leicester, see Kosur Huntuig. 
luiuin^dun. Earl of, at Leieester, 9tt ; a leader of Cbc Puritaiu, 
97 ; but hnd a couiptny of players, 98 ; his players at Lci- 
ce9f«r, 329, 233 bis, 234 bit, 236 bu, 2iS ^i>,- bu beurwuti, 
193-197, 206, 210^ 213 big, 223, 234 bit, 233, 227, 338 Us. 

liTTBRi-rDBs introduced, 73 ; play4>ri< of, rewarded, 207. 

Italian women, llieir uncJia^tc lumbUn^, 1-lti. 

Italian IllotJon, MO, 234, 2«3. 

Italian pastime of bear-baiting first iotroduced at Ashbj-de* 

U-Zoucb. 136. 
Iren, Lord, sec Euro. 



fAUBB I, his " Book of Sporte,'' 99, 121 and note; at Ldce*t«r, 



2S0 note, 251 note, 253 and iu>t«; liia pntron^e of bear* 
butii^, oock-lighliDg, &c., 123, IM, 163 ; hix piitronapF ol 
the sUge, 120 and do|« ; hi* plaj«n, 89, 121, 24ti, 2J-1, 2S5, 
2SB, 257, 2da, 284 ; bi> muticUoi, iSO and iiuto ; ha uninf 
peten, &c., 236, 245, 248, 250, 251, 252, 2«8 ; IUb tsmbkn, 
148, 227. 

Jetten, royal, and otJien, 77, 81, 19S, 194, tSS big, 197 lipi, 
203 9itfpe, 2IU J^i*. 

JghD, King, enterbuoetl wicb bear-lwiting it A»hbj, 156. 

JoboM, Kich<rd, a plajer, 212. 

Johuuu, , a coiumissiuiMir for rvprustiug uolawM g> 

&s.,20i$. 

Juviuiilu Plajcrs, 81 ; sec oUo (^uUnm of Uie Revels, &o. 

Katubuxe, St., MirucK' play oC 2, 

EetDp, Will, hiH " yiav Duiw Wooder,** 66 note. 

Kenilwortli Cu^Uti. QuiKii £lizubvtb enwrtaiDcd there villi 

bear-bailing, 153. 
King of the &Iay, 59. 
KiDg-giine, or King-play, 63, 68. 
King of tlie minstrvls, 129. 

Kite, , a player, 123, 263, 292. 

Knevctt, Sir Thoiuaji, his musicians, 11)9. 
Knight, , a plajftr, 123, 262, 292. 

LaicMTBO, Kichftril dc, his «or)c " Dc Articulorum," ftc. 
LeiceatiiF CusUc, 130, &c. 

Leiue*tcr, The PlauUigenct Earls of, Ihcir minstrelif, 126. 
Leiceater, Earl of, his pUytra, m, 86, 90, 195, 196, SUW, 

205, 215, 221) i his bcnnrar<3, 205, 206 ; hb miuiciatu, 199. 
Leicester, Lord {trmp. Charles 1 X hia pUycrs, 264, 
LeiueMter, Plays perConnod in the town hall at, 75, 297 ; the 

i.-arliv»t visits oC players lo, 77. 
Lennox, DukL> of, his trumpeters, 247. 
Leydua, an Enj^linh posture-master perjbrmi iii tli« vliurcfa al, 

149. 
Licences to playcn*, copies of, 69, 211, 212. 
M Like unto LIku," u proverb, 108 aud uotc, 242. 
Lilly, Williiuii, ihc >slr»Iogcr, 114. 
Lincoln, Earl uf, bis players, 232, 234. 
Lincoln, a play pi>rfornicd iu Lhu catlicdrol at, 15 note. 
Lisbon, ^diug frf the George nt, 43. 
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Jockwood, the royal jester, 77, 193, 194, 197, 203 bis, 204. 
jonghborough, (HaatiDgs), Lord, his jester, 81, 196; his 

players, 197. 
liouis. Palsgrave of the Rhine at Leicester, 264 and note. 

hlASTtii'B, St, Leicester, annual procession from, 11 ; Extracts 

from the churchwardens' accounts, 12, 13, 69; Plays in the 

chorch, 15; Morris dance, 69. 
Mjtry, Princess (afterwards Queen), her players, 76, 77, 190 

bit. 
Mary, Queen, suppresses secular plays, 79; her players, 194 

tape; her patronage of bear-baiting, 153. 
Mary, Queen of Scots, at Leicester, and prophecies, &C., re- 

specting her, 112, 1 15, 216. ~ 

Mary's, St., Leicester, annual procession from, 7; Extracts 

from the churchwardens' accounts, 9, 16, 68 ; Flays in the 

church, 14; dresses of the players, 16. 
May-day sports, 58-63,70,72, opposed by the Puritans, 99; 

a man imprisoned for speaking in favour of them, 100, 230- 

232. 
Afay-dew, superstitious respecting it, 71. 

May-poles, 71-73; cut down in Leicester, 100; riot in conse- 
quence, 102 ; proceedings thereupon, 103-111, 237-243. 
Mayor's feast, bear-baiting at it, 156, 204, &c. 
Melton Mowbray, Extracts from the churchwardens' accounts, 

63-67. 
Merlin's Prophecies, 112-118, 216-222. 
Minstrels, The early English, 124; their privileges, &c., 125; 

of the Earls of Leicester, 126; John of Gaunt's court of, 

129 ; of Edward VI., 193 ; and Waits not to play unless of 

the company of the town waits, 210. 
ACracle Plays and Mysteries, 1-30, 
ICflrule, Lord of, 63, 64. 
3tfoinpeason, Sir Giles, 255 and note. 
Ifonck, General, entertained at Leicester, 267 ; bis drummers, 

trumpeters, &c., ibid. 
Montague, Lord, his players, 206, 227. 
Hontei^le, Lord, hb players, 22S. 
Moore, Joseph, a player, 123, 262, 293. 
Moral Plays, or Moralities, introduced, 73, 
Morden (Mordaunt P), Lord, his players at Syston, 16. 
Morley, Parker, Lord, his players, 77, 80, 192, 228, 232, 275. 
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Morris dance on Maj-daj, 59 ; in cliUTcUes, 69 ; introduced by 
John of Gaunt, 70 ; opposed by the FuritaDa, 99, 230<232, 
240. 

Motions, see Puppet plajB. 

Mountebanks, 149-152 ; at Leicester, 269, 270. 

Mulberry trees ordered to be planted, 248, 279. 

Mummers, 51 ; the Mummers' play, 53-56. 

Musicians, see Minstrels and Waits. 

Mysteries and Miracle plays, 1-30. 

Naebd men dancing in nets, temp. Eliz., 5. 
Newcastle, Earl of, his trumpeters, 265. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Miracle plays there, 16 note. 
Northampton, Marquis of, his players, 193. 
Northampton waits at Leicester, 269. 
Northumberland, Duke of, his players, 194. 
Norwich, Pageant of St. Geoi^e's guild at, 48. 
Nottingham (Howard), Earl of, his players, 215 and note, 223, 
227, 236. 

Obanqe colonred coats with cinque foils for the waits, 207 ; 

Orange-tawny ditto, 208, 
Oxford, Earl of, his players, 60, 195. 

Pageants, 27, 31, 32 ; manner of performing them, 33. 

Palm Sunday, the Rood veiled on, 17 ; reading the Passion on, 

23-27. 
Parker, Sir Henry, see Morley, 
Parker, Mr. Henry, his players, 194. 
Passion play, The, 27-35, 187; reading the, on Palm Sunday, 

23-27. 
Pateson, William, a player, 213, 
Pembroke, Earl of, his players, 227, 229, 233, 260, 261 ; his 

trumpeters, 248. 
Penny-prick, a game, 181. 
Perry, or Perrie, a player, 123, 263, 264, 296. 
Piper, Tom, a character in the May games, 65 and note. 
Plague, The, at Leicester in 1611, 249 note, 280. 
Player, one that played alone, 195. 
Players, Companies of, see under their patrons' names ; dispute 

the Mayor of Leicester's authority, 82-84, 211-214; with 

a commission under the Great Seal, 254. 
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Playing G-ermanda," Corporation order respecting, 188. 
.Plays in churches, see Churches; entirely prohibited by the 

Puritans, 123 ; revived at the Restoration, ibid. 
Poet, The King's, at Leicester, 123, 262, 2d4-296. 
Poor and impotent people, Act for the relief of, 199-202. 
Poor man's badge, 201. 

Pott, Mr., Ferformance of children under, SI, 196. 
Povrell, the puppet showmao, 142. 
PovrltOD, TbomaB, a player, 213. 
PoyDor, Thomas, town wait, his memorial, 234. 
bricking with arrows, a game, 181 ; in the old hat, a game, 

183, 274. 
Prince's, The (afterwards Charles I.), players, 248, 249, 251, 

254 hi3, 255, 256, 257, 258, 259, 260, 263. 
Prophet, The, on Falm Sunday, 23-25. 
Protector's, The Lord, players, 77, 193, 276. 
Punch and Judy, the earliest notice of them in England, 140 

note. 
Puppet plays, 140-144 ; at Leicester, 140, 254, 260, 283. 
Puritan writers againut the stage, 97-99. 
Puritans in Leicester, 96-101, 230-232. 

QuBXH of the May, 58. 

Qucuting with horse shoes, &C., 181, 186. 

Kacino, see Horse-running. 

Katcliffe, Sir Humphrey, his players, 196. 

Keligious plays, suppression of, 51. 

Restoration, Revival of the drama at the, 123. 

Bevels, The Chief, "a great company," 261, 262 ; The Children 
of the, 81, 248, 252 ftii, 253 hU, 554 hit, 253, 256 Us, 257, 239 
bis, 261, 265, 282 ; The King's, 264 bit; Master of the, his 
players, 82, 123, 211, 257, 260, 262 scepe, 266. 

Richard III., his players, 74 ; his minstrels, &c., 75 ; his bear- 
ward, 152 ; tradition respecting, .92 note. 

Riding of the Greorge, see George. 

Riding " against " the King, order for, 187. 

Robin Hood in the May games, 57-67 ; entries respecting 
htm at Leicester, 60, 191 ; at Melton, 63-67. 

Robin Hood's hall, or bower, 66 and note. 

Rope dancers, 224. 

Rupert, Prince, his trumpeters, 265, 266. 
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Butl&tid, Kor] of, potronueft Leicesler raoes, 271. 

Sack, BurnL (Ben JoiMun ■nil Bi-hop Corbet), S47, 268. 

Siimpsnn, Kvv. Kalhanivl, 1 1 1. '■^44- 

Saa<iwK-h, Lord, bis plaf ur«, ^7- 

Scolds to be placed qd a. cuckstwl, I8J- 

Scotland, Fcrrorniaave of religious pIsTS ia, 15 note. 

Scots, Mai7, Queea of, 113. ll£, '216. 

Scrope, Lord, lus plajrers, IW. 

Secretor>-> plii>-«r», 'llw Lnnl, 77, 191, 275. 

Sbakes[>cnrcT Tlioinu, of Luttorworth, 93 note, 249 aol 
S8S. 

Sbakcxpoirp, Willimn, one of the Eirl of Lcic«tcr> pll 
87; probably artcd Ircqapnlly at LeifrMler, OO-SS; li 
"Lear" and "Kichard III," probably originaied in hisvisl 
to Leicester, 91 ; his refei^^ncca t« Slerlin and Lis prophccJi 
117; to the cuatoni of wriliug " Hijuiiaimet " at the topi 
letters, 11!); t» Ituiiku autl bis daiii^iiig-borse, 14ii; 
minmlvliiiiiks, IM; lu "Duii>iii'(be>iuiFf!,'' 182; tolhegll 
of Sbiivc-gnol, 182. 

Shaw, QuL<L->i KlixubftV* boarvrard, 209. 

Shepherds, Mirncla play of the, SO-Oa. 

Shirley, Sir Antbony, bis pluyers, 203. 

SUovG-groat, n game, 181. 
tSlioveU board. 183, 333. 

[.Bkcflingtoa, Mr. (Uigh SberifT), entertaiDed at a benr^ 
224. 

Slniw. or SUugbtur (Mtriiii), a [■layer, 123, 2G0, 290-292. 

&l[kii;;bl^n' uf thu Iiiiiucuiili, uplay, 18, 

Siriith, Mr., Iiis players, 203 ititi. 

SnaiBf.', a golden, thu prizv ut ii faorsc-running, S50. 

Snap (llic driifr"n), at NorwK-h, 4S. 

Someraot, Lord ProteL-tor, liia players, 77, 19S, 276. 

.Spencer, Lord, his "men," ■i4«. 
V Singp, The early Jlnglisb, "6. 

Bfaiiifonl, l>ull-riiniiii)g, 160. 

Stamford, The Earl of, nt the Rnsber hunting, 270. 

Stmfliirrl, Lord, bis players, 245. 

Stratfon!-on-Avi»n, Pa^'cant iif St. George at, 42 ; Fire i 

Suckling, Sir Juhn, his trumpeters, 263. 

StifiJilk, Duke of, see DorBet. 

SuUtflk, Duchess of, her players, 60^ 193. 
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Sunday, Plays performed on, 14, 15 note, 22 and note. 
Sureties for the town walbt' coUara, 133, 195, &c. 
Sussex, Countess of, her players, 223. 
S.ussex, Earl of, his players, 205 bis, 206, 224 bis, 226, 252. 
Sirinnerton, Thomas, a player, 122, 254, 260, 261, 284, 292. 
Symmons, leader of Queen Elizabeth's tumblers, 148. 
Syston, players paid not to act in the church there, 16, 

Tabletos, Richard, a player, 211 note. 
Tawney cloth for the waits' liveries, 228. 
laylor, the Water Poet, and Will Fenner, 295. 

Terry, , a player, 122, 254, 285. 

Theatres at Leicester, 297, 298. 

Town hall at Leicester, plays performed there, 75, 297 ; Orders 
respecting, 209, 273 ; Shakespeare performed there, 90-93 ; 
damaged by the players, 246, 248, 
Town plate at the races, 271, 272. 

Town stock, Act ag^nst wasting, 197. 

Townsend, John, a player, 123, 259, 290. 

Trading companies, plays performed by, 5, 31. 

Tumblers, Queen Elizabeth's, 148 ; James L's, 148, 257. 

Tumbling and feats of activity, 144-149, 224. 

Tunstall, James, a player, 212. 

Tutbury and its court of minstrels, 129 ; its bull-running, 160. 

Tylncy, Master of the Revels, licence to his players, 82, 211. 

Unlawful games, 122 note, IS0-1S3, 185, 208, 233. 
Vaux, Lord, his players, 234; his bearward, 206, 215. 
Veil before the Kood on Palm Sunday, 17. 
Vinisent, leader of James I.'s tumblers, 148, 257. 
Virginals, A maker of, at Leicester, 131, 208 ; in barbers' 
shops, 132 i iu common use at the Restoration, ibid. 

Waits, of Towns, their orj^, &c., 125, 130; of Leicester, their 
\ number, liveries, badges, duties, wages, &c., 130-140, 189- 

269 sape; their boys to have coats with cinquefoils, 214; 

and minstrels at the Mayor's feast, 196; of the City of 

London, Ned Ward's description of them, 135, 
Wales, A company Of players from, 81, 206. 
Walpole, Sir Robert, satirised as a puppet showman, 143. 
Warwick, Earl of, his players, 206. 207. 
Watch, Setting the, 32 ; their Dogberry-like proceedings, 258, 

287. 
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Weddinjp, Music, &c., at, 136, 192, 204, 210, 278; Local tai 
on, for the relief of the poor, 200. 

Whipping Toms, an ancient sport at Leicester, 174-180. 

Whitechapel, The Prince's players of, 248. 

Whitsuntide proceMions at Leicester, 7-14. 

William IIL represented as ^neae in Dryden'e "Virgil," 143; 
at Leicester, 272 and note. 

Willoiig|hji« Lord,' his players, 80, 194. 

Wilson^ ^plert, a player, 211 note. 

Wiadspp, Fweant of St George at, 40. 

Wine presesed to Puritan preachers, 97. 

Witchcraft, nine women hanged for it in Leicester, 253 note. 

Woodshaw, a shoemaker, imprisoned for speaking in favour of 
morris dances, 100, 230-232. 

Worcester, Earl of, his players, 80; their dispute with tlie 
Mayor, 82-84 ; the Earl's licence to them, 83 ; payments to 
them, 195, 197, 204, 205, 206, 225 Jis, 226 6«, 227 Aw, 228, 
229, 236, 255; they become the Queen's players, 122. 

Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton, 275. 

Youths of Bristol, see Bristol. 

Tork, Duke of (aflterwards James U.), at Leicester, 266 and 
note. 
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